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POR n N 2 


TO THE RIGHT 
WOR SHIPFVLL, HIS 


VERY GOOD PATRONE, SIR Ar- 
GYSTIN Nicuolts, Knight, Sericant at the 
Law ; the glorious comforts of Grace here, 
and the bleſſedne [ſe of immortalitic 
hereafter. 


IR, I hauing beene often 
and much ſolicited with 
varietie and iteration of 
ſtrong importunitie, to 
publich and let paſſe into 
the cyc ofthis cenſorious 
oo = i, = very firſt fruites and eſſaies 
of mine imployment and buſineſſe in the 
Miniſterie; did apprehend and embrace 
this ſeaſon with better contentment, and 
wi h more cheerefulnes addreſſe and com- 
poſe m y lelte thercuntozbecauſel did ſee op- 


portunitie offered thereby, to ler appeare 
A2 abroad 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
abroad my thankfull acknowledgement of 
your reſpectfull and more then ordinary fa- 
uour ynto me; and a publike teſtimouy of 
your worthy and exemplary integririe, in 
diſcharging your hands, and faithfully diſ- 
poling that portion of the Church his pa- 
trimony committed to your truſt and con- 
ſcience. An affaire (though in theſe deſpe- 
rately ſinful times, fearetully and accutſedly 
abuſed) othigh avd waightie conſequence, 
and of great power; as it [hall bediſcharged: 
with conſcience, or corruption ;cither fur- 
ther to ruine our Church, and bring it to 
more miſcricand deſolation, or to repaire 
and aduance it to better ſtate and more hap- 
pineſſo. For mine one particular, it hath ſo 
pleaſed God to guide your heart in this bu- 
fines, and to bleſſe me with his prouidence, 
that wheras too many Patrones now adaies, 
either by detaining ſacrilegiouſſie Gods 
portion, againſt all grounds ofequitie both 
diuine & humane; or by furniſhing Church- 
liuings ſimoniacally and corruptly, doe cer- 
tainlypull vpon their own heads, ſoules and 
bodies, goods and poſterity, an heauie and 


horrible 


The Bill Ded. 


horrible * curſe, and (hal thereby make theit 


nn, 


account to be without fauor at the laſt day: jetbave ye poi 


and whereas many worthie men, after they 
haue wearied and waſted their bodies and 
mindes, their ſpirits and patrimonie in ſtu- 2. 


led me. But yee 


. . , Tee e 
die, and worne out their hopes with long wit «arp: 
a 


and tedious expectation, purſuit and de- Lane 


pendance; come at length with much adoe, 
to no great matters, and when all is done, it 
is well if they eſcape all galling and gaſh of 
conſcience, ſuch is the ſtrange iniquitie of 
the times? yet I ſay, ſo worthily haue you 
dealt with me, & ſo vprightly inthe Church 
his cauſe, that vpon your one firſt motion 
you ſent vntome to acoeptthe place Ino 
enioy from you, and offered me a faire, 2 
free and comfortable paſſage to the exer- 
ciſe of my Miniſterie abroad: which next 
vmotheſaluation oſmine own ſoule, I hold 
moſt deare and pretious when I neither 
ſought afrer, northought vpon preferment.. 
This your rare and ſingular bountie, did at 
the very firſt affect me with a ſecret ſenſe of 
an extraordinary obligation, for all inward: 
affectionatnes, and with a deſtre of repre» 

A3 ſenting 


whole nation. 
Malach. 3.8.2. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſenting it in ſome viſible forme of outward 
teſtification. Butwhen I did atter further 
conſider, firſt how that Sacriledge and Si- 
mony, that damned couple of crying ſins, 
like two rauenous Harpies, and che two in- 
ſatiable daughters ot the Horfleech, had 
ſeazd euen vpon the Heart of our Church, 
ready to rent and teare in peeces her verie 
heart - ſtrings, and to ſucke our the irmoſt 
blood and laſt life of our deareſt Motber: 
hen l looked aboue me in this famous V- 
niuerſitie where I haue lived, and ſaw many 
roucrend and learnedmen, full of the light 
of diuine truth, and otthe warer of lite, able 


gloriouſly and comfortablie to illighten 


many darke places and drie ſoules in this 


land, ready to expire and powre out their 
ſoules in the boſome ot this their famous 


Nurceʒ not brought vp by her todie at her 


breaſts, but if they might haue honeſt and 
lawtull paſſage, ready and addreſt to en- 
large Chriſts kingdome abroad, and to op- 
poſe with all their power, againſt the bloo- 
dy torrent pf Popery and rage of Anti- 
chriſt: laſtly, when I weighed with my ſelſe 


mine 


The Epiſtle Dedicatos 
mine owns naturall declination: and refol+ 
ued vnfitnes to make. a noiſe and ſtirre in 
the world for preferment: I did finde that 
as theſe conſiderations did before giue 
ſmall hope of changing my ſtation; ſo 
now they were of power yet further to 
double the impreſſion of your worthy and 
extraordinary. goodneſſe vnto mee, and 
freſhly to renew the thankfull deuotions 
and apprehenſions of mine heart. Out of 
which hath ſprung in me a ihirſting earneſt- 
nes and contention of ſpirit, to returne vis 
to you, for theſe temporall fauours, ſo farre 
as the nature of that high Miniſteriall fun- 
Cion, whercin I ſtand; ſhall guide me, and 
the power of my poore abilitie can reach 
the Bleſſings of Heauen, and comforts of ai 
better world. Towhichend, I here preſent 
vnto you this Freatiſe, which I haue inten- 
ded to be, ſo farre as my gracious God hath 
giuen me vnderſtanding in the point, as it 
were a; looking-Glafſe or Tauchſtone, to 
whomſocuer it ſhall pleaſe to take thorow 
notice thereof, for the diſcerning and try- 
ing, in ſome good meaſure, whether hes: 
already 


already bee of the number of thoſe fewe 


which truly live rhe life ot God, aud vnder 
the Scepter of his Sonne; or lie as yet en- 
thralled in the inuifible chaines of damna- 
tion and death, and vnder the large and 
powerfull raigne of Satan. For I am perſwa- 
ded, that in this glorious noontide of che 
Goſpell many thouſands deceiue not only 
the world, and others, but euen themſelues 
and their one ſoules, about their ſpiri- 
tuall ſtare: thinking, if they finde in them- 
ſelues a freedome rom groſſe and noto- 
rious ſinnes, ſaĩtenes of conditions, ciuill ho- 
neſty, a fotmall profeſſion of Chriſtianitie, 
outward periormances' of religious ſerui- 
ces, that then their caſe is good enough for 
heauen; though there bee wanting the fa- 
uing power of inward ſanctification, and 
the truch of a ſound converſion -; though 
they bee ſtrangers to the great myſterie of 
Godlineſſe, and difacquainted with a con- 
ſcionable and conſtant courſe of Holineſſe 
in their liues and actions. But we muſt con- 
ceiue, that ouer and beſides theſe degrees 
of goodneſſe, with hich millions of men 

content 
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content and deceiue themſelues; yea, and 
quite beyond, and vtterly without the com- 
paſſe ot all worldly glory, all viſible pompe, 
the moſt admired greatneſſe and ſufficiency 
vpon earth, for which a great part of the 
world exchange the cuerlaſting happineſle 
of their loules ; there is a paradiſe of Chri- 
ſtian comforts; a Royall Peculiar, a victo- 
rious Simplicity, a neglected Innocency, a 
matueilous Light, an inuiſible Kingdome, 
an Heauen vpon Earth; which I call the 
ſtare of Grace; and labour in the enſyiag 
Diſcourſe to difference from all perfections 
and ſufficiencies attaineable in the ſtate of 
vnregenet ation. I meddle not purpolely. 
with the notorious ſinner: for me thinkes in 
theſe daies oft light,there ſhould none ſo wil- 
fully and deeply inwrap himſelte in dark» 
nes;butthat in his cold blond, and more ſot 
ber conſideration, will acknowledge and 
confeſle, that the ſtate of notorious ſinful- 
nes, is tlie ſtate of wretchedues and of death. 
And that thete is no hope for the Drunkard, 
the Swearer, the Lier, the Vſurer, the vn- 
cleane perſon, the Sabbath- breaker, the Sa- 
B crilegious, 


The Eviſtle Dedicatory. 


crilegious, Simoniacall, and ſinners of ſuch 


infamous ranke ; but a fearefull looking for 


_ ot judgement, and,wirhout repentance and 
forſaking their ſinnes, an eternall ſeparation 


both from all poſſibility of grace and ſound 
comfort in this lite, and from the fruition of 
the ioyes and bleſſednes of heauen hereaf- 
ter. I therefore endeuour and deſire to come 
neerer and cloſer to mens conſciences, and 
to tell them, that out of a conceit of theit 
morall honeſty, and outward religiouſnes, 
they may perſwade themſelues that they are 
rich and encreaſed in ſpirituall ſtore, and 
haue need of no more for the attainment of 
heauen; when in deed and truth, as concer- 
ning the power of ſaving grace, and ſincere 
exereiſe of religion, they are wretched, and 
miſerable, and poore, and blind and naked. 
In theſe luke warme times, many there are, 
who with the fruites of a temporary faith, 
and ſome light of the generall graces of the 
Spirit, make a faireſhow, and win good re- 
putation for their ſpirituall ſtate, both with 
their owne hearts, and with the world a- 
broad, when to the eie ofheauenly wiſdom, 


and 


and in truth, they are but only Blazing-ſtars, 
and-carthly minded, not fixed in the ſame 
firmament with the Sunne of righteouſnes, 
nor of an heauenly ſtampe. And it they riſe 
not higher in their affedions and conuerſa- 
tion from earth and earthly vanities, when 
their rootleſſe graces ſhall be withered and 
waſted away, eit fall will bee ſudden and 
fearfull ; and their former vaniſhing flaſhes 
of vaine hope for future happineſſe, will be 
turned into horror and extremeſt miſeries 
of deſpaire. Moſt behooffull then is it for 
euery man, in time, to ſearch and examine 
himſelfe whether Chriſt Ieſus be in him or 
no. And it is one of the worthieſt and no- 
bleſt imployment of the ſoule, to reflect vp- 
on it ſelfe, and with an vndazeled and vndiſ- 
ſembling eye thorowly to trie and deſcrie 
cleerely it owneſtate, whether it be already 
waſhed with the blood of Chriſt, and enli- 
ued with a ſupernaturall vigour and life of 
grace; or yet lie polluted in it owne blood, 
and ynder the power ol the, firſt death. I 
wonder how any man can bee at reſt and 
quiet, vntill he be aſſured and ſecur d inthis 
B 2 point, 
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point, ſith vpon it depends his euerlaſting 
eſtate in another world. Nay, (ith cuen in 
this world, eue ry vnregenerate man, let him 
bee otherwiſe neuet ſo great, or adored a- 
boue others, neuet ſo abſolute in all other 
excelleneies and perfections whattocuer 
yet being out of the ſtate of grace, is a verie 
limbe of Satan, a child of darkneſſe, and one 
of the familie of Hell. Ihe wrath and ven- 
geance of God, all che fury of the kingdome 
of darkneſſe, the rage of all the creatures, 
though hee little thinke vpon it, are every 
houre ready and addreſt to ſeize vpon him, 
as a traitor and rebel] to the higheſt Maie- 
ſtie, and to dragge himdowne into the bot- 
tome of Hell. Whereas the ſtare of true 
Chriſtians, and Gods faithtull ones, is moſt 
comfortable and glorious euen in this lite 
in this vale of teares, and intheſe T aberna- 
cles of clay. For their comforts are not fa- 
ding and earthly,ſpringing out of the ſinfull 
pleaſures and trauſitory glory of the world; 
not faſtned vnto honors, greatnes and poſ- 
ſeſſions, to the increaſe of Corne, and Wine, 
and Oyle: but they are of a right noble and 

heauenly 


The Epiſtie Dedicatory. 
heauenly temper, framed and emplanted in 
the ſanctified ſoule by the ſpirit of all com- 
fort; aud deres er euer g and vncon- 
querable, able to keepe a man in heart and 
relolution againſt the nualice and eruelties 
of all aduerſaries, of all creatures. They on- 
ly are truly and ſoundly perW-W˖Qded by the 
tweetaud ſectet teſtimonꝝ of the ſpirit, and 
by the euidence and experience of their 
own holy life, that after the approching and 
much longed for period of a few and euill 
daies, they ſhall raigne with God almighty, 
the holy Angels and glorified Saints, in vn- 
utterable & endleſſe pleaſures for euer and 
euer: and ther fore eaſily and reſolutely with 
much indignation & contempt, ouer-looke 
andihrow out of theirheatts, all worldlie 
thovghtfulnes; all exceſſt Tote deſires ofcarth 
and earthly vanities, all reſtleſſe aſpirations 
after ttanſitory honors, the hoble miſeries 
of this wretched life. They alone haue faſt- 
ned the eye of their mindes, illightned from 
aboue with ſaving faith, vpon the vnualu- 
able pretiouſnes and laſting g beauty of their 
immortal erounes in heauen, and therefore 


B 3 | all: 


* 


. —— —  — — — * 
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all the glittering and golden repreſenta- 
tions, with which the flattering world hath 
formerly deceiued and dazled their eyes, 
appeare to be nothing but darknes and de- 
{olations. Their glory indeed heere vpon 
earth doth not conſiſt in outward pompe 
and ſtate, it doth not ſhine to carnall eyes, it 
is vndiſcernable to the ſharpeſt ſight of 
worldly wiſedome and policy: but iuward- 


ly and with (pirituall fairenes, their diuine 


graces make them ſo truly honorable and 
louely, that ſomewhere in Scripture they are 
called rhe glory of God, and are as deare vn- 
to him as the pretious ball and apple of his 
owne eye. They are in ſo high eſteeme and 
account with Angels, that thoſe excellent 
creatures with muchioy & alactity become 
their Guardians, and ſeruiceable vntothem 
with extraordinary care and tendernes. All 
the creatures groane, and deſire to bee deli- 
uered into their glorious liberty; and in 
the meane time, with a ſecret and inſenſible 
reuerence, they adore the ſacred character 
of diuinity that is ſtampt vpon them. All the 
Saints acknowledge them to bee more ex- 


cellent 
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cellent then their neighbours, ofthe houſe- 
hold of God and heires of heauen. Nay, the 
wicked themſelues, many times, are con- 
founded and ſtand amazed at the height of 
ſpirit and reſolution that poſſeſſeth their 
hearts, and at the ſober & yndanted maieſty 
that ſhines in their faces. This, and athow- 
ſand times more then this, is the blisfull ſtate 
of Gods children euen in this life. Howſoe- 
uer they be negl: Red and trampled vpon 
by the world and wicked men; yet in the 
iudgement of God himſelfe, the bleſſed ſpi- 
tits, and all men of true worth indeed, they 
arc the only Angels vpon carth, and the 
royall citizens of this kingdome of Grace. 
The proſecution of this point would bee 
comfortable; bur ſo I ſhould be more tedi- 
ous. No more bytthistherfore at this time: 
Certaine it is, tf a man were crowned with 
the royall ſtate and imperiall command of 
all the kingdomes vpon earth; if his heart 
were enlarged to the vtmoſt of all created 
capacity, & filled with all the exquiſite and 
vnmixed pleaſures that the reach of mor- 
talitic and moſt ambitious curioſitie could 


poſſibly 
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poſſibly deuiſe, and might without inter- 
ruption andViſtaſt enioy them the lenprh 
of the worlds duration; they were all no- 
thing to the enioyment of the pretious and 
peereles comforts otthe ſtate of Grace, but 
euen for an hourc. I ſpeake the truth, I vſe 
no Hy perbole, the Spirit ot all comtort, and 
conſciences of all true Chriſtians boaring 
me witneſſe. Good Sir, let me humbly en- 
treate you with a proportionable zeale and 
ferucncy, to encline and enlaige your affe- 
ions to the purſuit and practiſe of ſo ex- 
ww cellent and glorious an happineſſe. Which 
10 | that you may doe, I will continuallic 
| ptoſtrate aud pore out my ſoule 


* 3 
- 


„ — 
* 1 an | 


: 


= 
"I * * yp — 


* — —_ 
: 
„ = 
7 | — * 2 — 
wa 1 7 b ” 6 * 1 
— Tt — . o * - r 
* 6 a * * — N 
— - * — Sting} ogy at = cm N a 
——_—— — CR ů —— Y ˙ O_o 1 — 1 
1 * A 8 — * * a ak ” hs . _ — 
« SH * , * —_ 
* 4 ” ho I” * * 
* * . = — 2 F MF. * . 
— 4 W n bis 
4 * Ho 1 
r 
2 0 
. 
(LIES 

* 
5 


Us : A 


inprayer,betorethe:throne 


| 

1 b 

; | of Grace and mercie: 

| And reſt, 1 

| | Your Vorſhips to be 
[ | commanded euer in 
1 the Lord leſus, 

Robert Bolton. 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE READER, 


e Hriſtian : This Diſcourſe which now 


| Hand, ſo cloſe tog ether, was delinered 
I in ſine ſenerall Sermons, but all to 4 
— L 1ndrciens and intelligent and:ito- 
my ric; therefore there is 4 continuance 
, of matter, coherence,and tile. I muſt 
L entreat thee, ont of thine ingennous 
diſcretion , to diſtinguiſh the places 
where they were preacht, as thou ſhalt 
finde the direttion of my ſpeecb, and ſome particular applica» 
tions more naturally and neceſſarily with indiniduailreference 
appropriated thereunto. The reaſons why I ſpent the moſt of 
7 meditat ions, and ſticbe ſo long in deſcrying and decypherimg 
the ſtate of formall hypocriſie (for therein | haue trod a ſome< 
thing vncouth and unuſunallpath) are theſe : 

Firſt, / conſidered that in this full light of the Goſpel,a great 
number of men applaud and content themſeluet with a ſuper fi 
cial gliſtring of a formall profeſſion, outward conformitie to 
the Minſtric of the word, and ſome falſe flaſhes of an vnſound 
perſwaſion that they are in the ready and right way to heanen; 
when at indeed it hath not inwardly illightned their under - 
Standings with (aning knowledge, heated their affettions with 
true ale, (i - 08 pw ſinfull thoughts, and noiſowe luſts 
with the power of grace, nor ſoftned and ſantlified their hearts 
to yeeld a cheerfull, ſincere, and vninerſall obedience therenn- 
to: And ſo after a few miſerable daies ſpent in a proſperous ſe= 
curitie, they fall into the jawes of hell — they miitruſt any 
ſuch matter; and the pi of deſtruftion ſhuts her month tp 

C them, 


—_ 
ww 5 1 


To the Reader. 


themd, before tbey byow and acknowledge, their lrolen ard 
ban rout tate in jpiritualtthings ; I therefore deſire and ende- 
Wour to awaberbem out of thery e colden dr came of imogn ie 
tut ure! appireſſe; that with epen eyes they may ſee herr pre- 


Jl 
ſen: ſtiruruall ponertie, aud ſo betimies prenert the argcr40 


come. hope im the Lerd amd wiſh be fat hat by a diſhafio- 
nate ard thorow peruſal of this Treatiſe, they may tuke ſome 
ſear thn 0 of the iT owne oft: ttewith od; and ent 17 14 t [er 19148 
aud my ai wall ſearch and examination of therr conſciences, 
drſcower and reneale themſelnes nts them/-lue: ; * if 
they belong wnt0 the tuerlaſting tonenant of grace. gore 
ward into the ſtate of grave be para ſſe aftrus c head ie 
and praſtiſe of holincſſe: that their deare and precious [cules 
may be ſaued in the day of the Lord Ieſus. 
Seco aby. did cone ine that there is a thr, cefold. car d. t hroe 
wame ard capit all cunſes, that Solex iy bite downe 4pm >: 
from teanen many both rorporal und ſpiritua h plag 1e, & burd 
them ful ro the bowels, and printipaliparts of tht ray 
and do daily more and more ripen the inſt wrath ef Cod for the 
powrng out 7 bys lat den nennce v pon this ſinfull nation. T hey 
are thr/ſe: vi The ee oe torrent ama vn by aled rage of 
mary cry. fin Pres, fearefull abominations, and defterate; pro- 
phanenes. 2. A (enfible declination from their firſt lone, and 
decay of z.cale, enen in ( bes ant. 3. 4 1-be- armenes and 
want of thirownes and finceritic in formalI'profeſſors. 
As for the tit By our horrible Ano gf h aten Hin gratitade 
for mercier w hont men ſure and miraculous Aelinerances, we 
grow ſo heam pon the Lord that we preſſe lum, & the bowels 


of 611 tendereſ comp. Hon. AS acitrt 19 preſſed ti hat 15 full of 


ſheaues; /o that it * im ele, hut that Nhortly wit — great 
bumiltation and genau repentance we ſhowld wreſt out of his 
b «nds the wrals of lis la mrath. and force him to come againſt 
v with the beeſome of veer deſolation. It ic to be: fearel ſe 
grienons and endleſſe ie impietie and impenittentic of this 
land that hi forbearante m the meane time. is not for any 


bepe he hath of v5 for what geo hat a durable and cxtraor- 


dmr ie plague done vpon v, but only by reaſon of the cruel 


ay 
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aud implacable inſolencie of our enemies; becauſe bt is loth to 
male vi a prey tothe Wolues of Rome, and matter of triumph 
te ſuch a mercileſſe and murderou nme. ho krowes 
but that the Match bad reached unte ihe Powder, bad not the 
Lord ont ef the bottomleſe depth of big vulimited mercies lard 
hold vpon his one argument. Deut. 32.26.27 Ihaue faid, I 
woul« ſcattet thẽ abrode, I would inake their remembranes 
to ceaſe from among't men, ſaue that I feared the tuiy of the 
enemie, leit their aducrlatids {hould wax proud. Le bu and 
aur auen, tries, thoſe breathing dinels the Gunpawder Pa- 
LL 4, Heul toe proud and barbarouſly hae an ſult ed iN the 
runes of hy people, ad the b.inilbment of buy Clorzous Gepe dl. 

The Lerd tue vs vnder/t anding harts ta conſider tbeſethmgs 

in lime, lejt he come d pon vs with bis wrath, neuer more tv . 
appea/cd, and teare Vim peeves when there à none te helps, 
May any mau driuc away an huagrie Lion in the wood? Or 

quench the fire in ſtubble, when it hach once begun to 

burne? may one turne againe che arrow that is ſhot of a 

firong archer? Ae Lord once whet his glutterius ſword,and 
bis bang tale bold n tu. gement, with prerpoſe ten hte ot 4 
in ful and rebelliouis nation; there n power er pee, n 

maltit ude of men, or magnificence of 5tate, no armour of the 

mig htie, or arme of fleſh, ſhall euer be able to giue any ſucc our, 
relicfe.or deliuerance. 

Cence wing the ſecand : (ertaine it ts, that our blejſings of 
peas c, aud (irengib of Sate breed by Accrdent math abatement 
ot for wardacs,and Tale in gadlines. ſecret indeuotton, & colds 
nes exen in mani true profeſſars, carele ſueſſe in obſerumg their 
wares,wearme(ſe and vnc heerefulneſſe in doing good. and per- 
7 ermung, holy duties, unpreparedueſſe in comming to diuine ſer- 
uicei, relipiaus exerciſes and the Lords: Table, ſleig heneſſe and 
vnpro fab nes in prayer meditation, Chriſtaas corfertnce and 
daily examination of their Conſ(ciences, neg/ett of epportunitie 
an winning their brethrea vnto the ſeare of God, and of work - 
in g vpon, and preuailing with their kmdred, acquaintance. fas 
mail1ay 's and families, I hus wicked!) and vnthanke folly turm 

Wee ile mercies of God into eccaſſon of ſiune, and [offer onr 
2 temporal 


To the Rea der. 
temporal happineſſe to ac conſume our ſprrituall bleſſings. 


And the more wee are ſecured in our outward tate, tbe more 
heartleſſe wee are in the ſernice of God, and the affaires of the 
life to come. But let vs looke vnto it for as the louder and cry- 
ing ſiunes of this land are the great and ſirong carbropes , ſo 
wndonbredly, theſe as leſſer cords haue their part and ſome po- 
wer in drawing vpon vs heame in {rements, and in preparing 
furt her vengeance, except wee am nd, and returne to our fictt 
lone. ot Cod that we would heepe freſh in our minas but 
thy one c ration het the ſime Go 1, which againſt the 
expelt.ition bath of heauen and earth, of Rome and hell, of di- 
welr and Papi*s, turned our feares and amazements at the 
death of that olorious Sa int. the late Queene, into ſafetie, and 
4 ſure foundation b the molt happie ſucceſſion of our gracious 
Seucraigne, and his royall ſeed; can out of his iuſt indgement 
for our vnt/ran'efulnes and ſecuritie, in the very turning of ax 
band and cloing of an eye, daſh al our hopes, an Iſhut wp the 
whole Boay of thi, firurs/hing kingdome in the pit of icrecoue- 
rab e de lru tion. It had been done, had Faux fired the powder: 
and who knowes what thoſe bit und (oodic heads are exen 
now hammering in the ſame kind? Reſides theſe rwo now men- 
toned, there is another Capitail cauſe of Gods heauie diſplea- 
ſure ; Hich thyuyh it make no greut noſe, nor be much ta en 
notice of von earth,yer it is much lothed of God almighty, and 
erienloul in heanen for vengeance vp on vs: It is a lu ewarme- 
net, and vatralouGera onld and careleſſe mediocritie in ſpiri- 
tual mutters, audit were, a neutralitie betwixt notorioms 
ſin ſulvet and ſaumg uceritie. When men perhaps with dili- 
gence, w.illmgaes and forwardues ſr5 wit theſelues to rhe hea. 
ring of the word ; but ſub idinate the power and practiſe ther- 
of to their eie, honours and worldly contentments : 1 hen they 
will needs hold an outward correſpondence with the world, aud 
yet 1nw idly matntaine and no uriſh hope of ſaluation in them 
cles : Worn they Traine th ur wits and ſtriue to purtab- both 
of the comfort able aut of God, nd corrupt faſhions of the 
times, both of the Meaſures of their ſweete ſinne, and the fweet- 
"tie of thy trus peace of conſcience, which are as incurrent as 


BOY LI 


Toth: Reader. 


two parallel lines, and 4s incompat ible as light and dart ne ſſe. 
Theſe men though in the worlds opinion, they be of ciuill honeſt 
cariage.of moderate ſprrits, and of 4 /faicat emper m religion; 
and iu their 1wne conceits, rich 8nd enriched, and want no- 
thing, yet indeed they are meere (faruelings,axd ſaric beg gers 
in reſpett of the true riches, and laſting treaſures of ſauing 
grace, and wm the very caſe of thoſe (except in t he meane time 
they buy ef him gold garments,and oylc)whrich ſhall neuer ſee 
( hri leſus in I King dome to their comfort. for Amen, the 
faithfull and true witneſſe hath vowed it,that he will ſpne ſuch 
ont of his mouth; and wiſhes much rather that they were hey- 
gold, then ſuch formall (hriſtians : Ilis ſpeech imports thus 
much I had rather you were Pagans and Inſidels, then pro- 
feſſors without z,eale, Now my chiefe and ſpeciull aime u, with 
all humble ſubmiſſion to better indgements, and the oenſure of 
the Prophets,tolay open the (late of theſe men, becanſe beſides 
their feareful decciumg their owne ſoulet, and particular cer- 
taine dawnation if they ſo continue, lay mightily mcenſe the 
Lords wrath ag inſt this land, with an inſen/ible and vnage 
krowledged provocation, and 1ambly hazard the cou , 
of bu gloria Gotfell among vs. It commonly conceined 
mmdeed.both of themſelner,and of che world; that if they be mo- 
rally honeſt and outwardly cenformable to thr miniſterie of the 
word; ſo that they be hurtieſſe, and innocent in resþett of hu. 
wane itsbice; that they are alſo, know not how;harmeleſſe and 
guilileſſe before the 7 ribunal of God. Bur the Euungeli tab 


vs, That that whichris highly eſteemed among men, is abo- Luke 16.15. 


mination in the ſight of God : And God himſelfe by Iſaiah, 


That his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his Iſai. 55. N 


Waies our waies. For certataiy the ſtate of lu cmarmeneſſe, 

and formalitie tm religion, hom ſoemer it may be full of wor lilli 

epplanſe and happmeſſe, ard he ere away the bell vn earthy 

yet it is 44 burt hen ſome and hate full unto Cod, as Iuhewarme 
water.or the molt lothſome potion tothe nice ſi fomacke : And 
doth with a more naturall importunity then other ſinnes,bnock 

at the gates of divine tuſtice, for the remoueall of our candle. 

ficke,and the glorie of bis Gofpell from amongit vs, All kinds 
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of /innes arcording to their nature,meaſure and ripeneſſe haue 
proportionally a part and hand in drawing downe all manner of 
plagues pon the ſonnes of men : but this hath a peculiar and 
predominant power, in haſtening that particular and greatett 
of all rndgements, the famume of the word. For God cannot eu- 
dure without ſpeciall indig nation, that his word, which is his 
power wnto ſaluation, ſhould receine ſucs [imitation and pre- 
ſcription from mens wiſdome, that it ſhoula worke no further 
pen the mi nor beget more change and holincſſe, then may con- 
f/f with the enioyment of their worldly contentmems, rebuta- 
tron, und the pleaſures of their beloued ane. He cannot, abide 
that men deſcontented with the ſtraitnes of the gate sf prace, 
and mpatient of a ſirict courſe of godlineſſe. ſhould labour to 
finde out. and follom ane! her way to heauen, then that which ts 


fanthified by he word. ana which bath and mnt be troden by ail 


theſe that will euer ſee the Lord. Kwowledge and profeſſion of 
Gods truth, without ſuntlijication and ⁊eale, are but meanes 
in the mcane time ta put ont theglarie of /ſrael,and will here. 
after but encreaſe the number of ſlripes,and ade watght vnto 
exadle(ſe torment. In abe name of God therefore let all lube 
warmeayd formall Chriſtians be contented to take notice 
their [tate ; and before the Sunne go downe ouer the Prophet, 
ſoffer their hearts to be tharowly heated With true zeale; and 
belides their outward reformation, and general. lrohtnings of 
the Sprit, to emteriame that ſhecrall ſawing and ſanttifying 
grace, which onely can ſane their ſoules,and prepare them for 
the glove that ite be renealed : Leſt now at length (for hee 
haih bornewith vs miraculouſly) eur iuſt God cauſe our Sun 
to goe downe at noone, and Carknefle to ſwrprize vs in the 
cleete day: Leſſ hee roote vs owt of his god land, us a fo wits 
leſſe nation, twrue dis ont of. our bouſes of peace, as the vor- 
the, and vnithankefwile/t people under heanen; and let out 
his viucyard to other husbandmen, which will deliver him 
the ſcuites in their ſeaſons. And the more ſecure and feareleſſe 
we 60 ( 4s We were neuer mere) the more ſudden and incuitable 
1» live to be owr (urprizall and deſtruttion, For a: od merites 
are th mo/t macniſied, when they relieue the extreme ff mi. 
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ſerie, and Tine into the depth ofdiſcomfort d darhneſſe when 
all other helps i vtterly deſpaired of : ſo his indgements are 
woſt glorious, when they ſtribe at the height and top of pride 
and impenttencie, while they thinbe themſelues mot ſure, and 
with greate/? confidence repoſe vpon the arme of fleſh,and po- 
licie of man, 

The third reaſon and motine why I inſiſi ſo long in the point 
of formal hypocriſie was taken from the condition of mine au- 
dritors; who being of deepeſt under/ianding are naturally apteſt 
and Frongl eſt . to miſt ae and vnderualne the myſte- 
rie of godline e, aud to deceine their owne ſoules in the high 
point of ſaluation. For men of greate/! noble ves and pregnan- 
cie of (þurit,of moſt rich and wninerſal endowments of minde, 
without the power of grace and a ſanttified bumilitie (the fai- 


ret branch ſpringing thence, and the true crowne of Chri/!ia-. 


witie) are readieſt to make an Idoll of their great ſufficiencie, 
with a diſdainefrl! pre iudice to paſſe by the /amplicitie of ihe 
Saints, and ont of a flattering concen of their owne hearts, to 
thinke their ſpirituall ſtate as good a4 the beſt, and moſt bleſſed 
from God, when as yet they haue no part in the ſirit teſurre- 
tion. For when they ſinde th -mſelues farre aboue others in all 
other excellencies, and whatſoener remarkeable worth the 
world takes ſpeciall notice of ; they conceine alſo that ina pro- 
portionable congraitie, (as indeed it ſhonld be) they are mmfe= 
riour to none. in t hoſe ſacred appre hen ſſont of heuuen, and tale 
of eternall life. Upon thu con ſidera ion, I was bold, out of a 
Chri/tian icalouſie.to tredtg on this argument. being per /wa- 
ded of their great wiſedome and gracious humility to li- 
ſten to any heanenly meſſage, which might either 
diſconer or prenent ſpuri- 
twall danger, 


Thine in Chriff I, eſuz, 


Robert Bolton. 
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1. Bleſſedis the man that doth not walke in the connſellof 

the wicked, nor land in the way of ſinners nor fit in the 

ſeat of the ſc J. 

2. But his delight is in the Law of the Lerd, and is bis Law 
doth he meditate day and night. 


I'C8 Here is no greater encouragement, 
n 


| or ſtronger motiue, to ſtitre a man 
donn eager, and earneſt purſuite of 
= £9 the meanes, then to propoſe vnto 
biman end, wherein at length his 
heart may repoſe; as in a con ir- 
rence of all comforts and content= 
ments. To which, there is no poſ- 
; ſibilitie of attainment, but by pure» 
neſſe of heart, holineſſe of life, conſtancie in courſe of ſan- 
Aification; which only leade vnto the face, and preſence of 
God, where, and with whom alone is the higheſt perfect on 
of blifſe,a riuer of infinite pleaſures,the well of life, and end- 
leſſe reft of all created defires, For the capacitie of mans 
ſoule, cannot poſſibly bee filled with the ſufficicncie of an 
creature : no not with a world of creatures; for arc all 
nothing to the worth of a mans ſoule;Chriſt himſelf having 


preferred it in valuation; bat 5 it profit g — 


Match. 16.2E, 


Plaln 125.1, 


* 


Prou. 18.1. 


Pſalm. 91. 1 3. 


2 A Diſcourſe of true harpineſſe. 


ſhould win the whole world,jif he loſe bis owne ſoule? And ther- 


fore can neuer be free from motion and vexation: vntill it 
reach vnto, either in cettaine hope, or actuall fruition, an 
obiect, infinite, as well in excellencie of nature, as duration 
of time. Bleſſed then was the wiſedome of the diſpoſer of 
theſe heauenlyſongs of Daxid; wherhet it was himſelfe, or 
Ezra, or whomlocuer, in that hee prefixed this excellent 
Pſalme, as a preface to all the reſt; wherein is propoſed, and 
compriſed a matchleſſe happineſſe, whereby the godly man, 
may cuen in this life flouriſh lte a Palme tree, and grow like 
a Cedar in Lebanon; refreſhed continually with riuers of 
ioyes, and comforts, ſhed into his heart by the ſpirit of God: 
and may ſtand like mount Zion vuaſtoniſhed and ynremo- 
ued, at that great and feareſull day, when the wicked ſhall 
call for the mountains to couer them, and wiſh they had ne- 
uer bin, What ingenuous mind would not be inflamed with 
cale, to the proſecution of thoſe meanes; which lead vnto 
an end as full of happineſſe, as the Sunne is full of light, and 
the Sea oſ waters? What heart not poſſeſſed with an iron ſi- 
new, would not thirſt, and long after ſound, and vndiſſem- 
bled ſincerity, euen as the Hart brayeth after the tiuers of 
water, and as the drie ground gapeth for drops ofraine? (ith 
by it alone we purchaſe, and put on an ynconquerable reſo- 
lution, iſſuing fem an aſſurance ofbeing in Chriſt, & from 
the cleerenes ofa good conſcience: wherby we may walke 
cuen as bold as Lions thorow this valley of teares, amid the 
mercileſſe vexationsofprophane men; nay, wee may walle 
po the Lion and Aſpe, the young Lion and the Dragon wee 


may tread under feete; and hereafter be ſure to bee ſatisfied 


with the fulneſſe of joy in the preſence of God, and with 
pleaſures at his right hand for euermor. 


This happie man is here deſcribed vnto vs by many argu- 
ments. 

Firſt are laid downe his markes and properties, negatiue, 
and affirmatiue, in the two firſt verſes. 


8 happineſſe is liuelily ſer out by a ſimilitude, 
in the third verſe. | 


Illuſtrated 
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A Diſcontſe of true happineſſe. 3 
Illuſtrated by an oppoſition of the miſerie, and vnhappie 
condition of the wiel odd in the fourth and fiſth verſes. 
Concluded with the cauſes of them both, to wit, of the 
happineſſe of the godly, and vengeance vpon the wicked, in 
the laſt verſe. 


The negatiue properties in the firſt verſe are three: Hee * 


doth net walke in the counſell of the wiched ; He doth not ſtamd 
in the way of ſmnners; He doth not fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful; 
amplified with a three fold gradation in the perſons, actions, 
ol obiects of the actions. The gradation in the perſons, the 
wicked, ſinners, and ſcorneful, implics all ſorts of vngodl 
men. The gradation in the actions, alle, and, and ſir, al 
manner of commerce,and correſpondence with them, The 
gradation in the obiects the coumſelli way, and ſeate, all kind 
of iniquitieʒinward cortuptions, or outward impieties. The 
hole verſe laboureth with an einphatical exaggeration, to 
ſer downe his bleſſed forbearance of ſinne, and communi- 
cating with ſinfull men. 

The ſecond verſe containing his employment in piety, 
ſeemcth to anſwere in oppoſition, the three negatives, wit 
three affirmatiues. His de/ighting inthe Law of the Lord, is 
oppoſed to the counſel of the wicked. His meditation, and 
exerciſe in the Law, to the way of ſinners. Nay and ** : 
there is his conſtancic,and habit, oppos de to the ſeat of the 
ſcornefull. 

Why then, let the prophane & flattering world ſay what 
it will; let ſenſuall, and vnſanctified men judge as they liſt. 
That man, and that man alone is truly, & — hap- 
Py: That walketh not in the counſell of the wicheaʒ that is, that 
doth not delight in their vaine imaginations, ſinfull affecti- 
ons, luſtfull deſires, ſpeculatiue wantonneſſe. In their proud 

and ſwelling thoughts; which conceiue miſchic ſe, and bring 
forth a A bring forth ſtubblezthe wind, & bring 
forth the whirle wind. That doth not pattake with their im- 
potent paſſions, vnhallowed policies; their exorbitant, and 
indirect proiects, for their pleaſures, honours, and profits. 
Whoſe ſoule deſires not to come _ J ſectet of their * 
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ell eonſultations, and malicious defi . In a word, 
whoſcheart hateth, and abomi all venome of inward 


pollution, that hath either fountaine or ſeat in any power of 
the ſoule. 

That flandeth not in the way of ſinners : That is,that brea- 
keth not into open prophaneneſle; that imitateth not their 
actions, and conuerſation, Whoſe mouth is not ful of bitter- 
neſſe and lying; whoſe lips are not inſected with the 5 - 
ſon 5 whoſe hands are not full of bribes, and 112 
hood; whoſe 


feet are not ſwiſt, to tun after miſchiefe, vani- 


ty, and lewd companions. 
That fitteth not in the ſeate = ſcornefull. That is, that 
confineth not himſelfe to the chaire of iniquitie; that con- 


firmeth not himſelſe in his malice and bardneſſe of heart; 
that doth not make amocke of ſinne, and ieft with the ſa- 
cred word of God; that doth not direct the poyſonous ar- 
rowes of a ſpiteſull tongue, euen at the apple of Gods owne 
eye, his deareſt Saints and ſeruants. That, with the ſcorner, 


doth not dare — maieſtie of the Almighty, to wher 
his glittering ſword,and 


take hold oniudgement;to put on 
his nbergeon of righteoutnefſe, and the garments of ven- 
giance for clothing: ſayingzasir is Iſai. 3. 19. Let him make 


ſpeed let him baſten his works that we may ſee it : and let the 
comnſellof the holy one of Iſrael draw nerre,and come, that we 
may know it. 

Thus farre his forbearance of finfull actions. Now fol- 
lowes his practiſe in aſtions of piety. 

But his delight is in the Law of the Lord:that is, the whole 
doctrine diuinely inſpired is the very ioy of his hart, and de- 
light of his ſoule. It is ſweeter vnto him then hony, and the 
hony combe. It is more pretious vnto him thẽ gold, yea then 
much fine gold. It is more worth vnto him, then heauen, 
earth. And when the hart is once enkindled with loue, there 
the imagination imbraceth with deareſt n; the 
thoughts are impatient of any other obiect; all the powers 
ef the ſoule are ynited in a ſtrong endeauour for the attain- 
ment. The whole mind muſt needs be poſſeft with medina- 
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tion. If he delight in the La of the Lord, hee muſt needs 
meditate therein, And this feruoncie of the heart, cannot 
poſſibly be incloſed within the co of the breaſt: it 
will ſpread it ſelfe in ſpeech and actions. As is plaine, Pſalm. 
7.30. The month of the righteous will ſpeabę of wiſdome,and 
is tongue will talte of indgement, The reaſon followes. For 
the Law of his God is in bis heart, And Pſalm. 119.167. M) 
ſonle hath keys thy teſtimonies : for I lone them excee h. 
And this loue, delight, meditation, and exerciſe in the 
of God, of this happy man, is not asa morning cloud, and 
as the morning dew, the Sunne: but like the light of 
the Sun, that ſhineth more and more, ynto the perſect day. It 
is not for a ſtart, for feare, vpon reſtraint, for reputation, for 
aduantage;or to couer the terrors of conſcience, for a while, 
with a few flaſhes of deceiueable comforts,ourt of ſome mile 
applied promiſes in the word of God: but it is out of a fret 
reſolurion,and with vndaunted conflancie,day aud night, 

But give me leaue, I beſeech you, before I proceed to the 
explication ofthe reſtzor deduction — Doctrines from theſe 

articulars : to propoſe vnto you this generall D 
Fhich hach his ſtrength from the body of the Pſalme, 
the maine ſcope of the ſpirit of God. wl;h 

There is in the booke of God propoſed and offered vuteo | 
vt, an happineſſe —— oppoſition to all the vaine feli- | 
cities, which ancient Philoſophers deuiſed out of their deep 
ſpeculations ; or prophane men frame out of their corrupt - 
affections: not conſiſting in pleaſures, riches, honours, 
nes;in ciuill honefty, formall hypocriſie; — 
ſchillty of nature: but in ſupernaturall grace, and the bleſſed 
conſequents. 

The whole booke of Ercteſiaftes, Salomon ſacred retra-. * _— AI. 
Aations,is a large, i ſdund demonſtration of this Doctrine. 
Sahomon was ſonne vnto the worthieſt Ki euer ſwal- 
ed ſcepter vpon eariꝭʒ and hee was in the 
line vnto the Sonne of God; and ſo matchleſſe for \ 
true had conſiſted therein Hee was King of e- 


lady of che world, the perſection of beauty, and 
D 3 the 
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the ioy of the whole earth. 0 ſtones, and 
gaue dars as the wild figtrees,that grow abundantly in 
the plaine. He built him houſes, and planted Vineyards, Hee _ 
rouided him men ſingers, and women fingers; and the de- 
li hes of the ſonnes — men. Whatſoeuer his eyes deſired, he 
withheld it not from them: and withdrew not his heart 
from any ioy. Fot wiſedome, and vnderſtanding, hee had a 
large heart, euen as the ſand, that is on the ſea ſhore. In ſpe- 
culatiue knowledge, hee excelled the wiſedome of all the 
children of the Eaſt; and all the wiſedome of Egypt. Hee 
was able to diſcourſe from the Cedar tree, that is in Leba- 
non, euen vnto the Hyſope, that ſpringeth out of the wall. 
In wiſedome of policie, and gouernment, there was noue 
like vnto him before him, neither after him ſhall, atiſe the 
like ynto him, So that Salomon was the moſt fir, and abſo- 
lute man that euer lived, both for abilitie in vnderſtanding, 
abundance in poſſeſſion, and defire in ſearching, to take 
an exact meaſure, and the vtmoſt extent, of the worth and 
ſufficiencie of all creatures: and to raiſe from them the beſt 
contentments they could poſſibly afford. Vet when he had 
wearied himſelfe in the variety of paſſages of this life; and 
in the booke of Eccleſſaſtes becomes a publike penitentia- 
rie to the whole Church, and to all poſteritie; ſee his iudge- 
ment: hee vtterly diſauowes and diſclaimes them all, as mi- 
ſerable comforters, as meere ſhadowes and dreamesavhere- 
in there is no more matter of {ound comfort, then there is 
light in the greateſt darkeneſſe, or taſte in the white of an 
egge. Hee ſaics of laughter, thos art mad, and of iey, what is 
this that thaw doeſt? And whereas wiſedome and know- 
ledge, are the moſt incomparable treaſures this tranſitorie 


world hath;he ſaith, that in the maltitude of wiſdome is much 


Eccleſ1.18. £riefe : andbe that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſirrow, 


And of theſe, and all other things vnder the ſunne; yea, and 
if to che glory of all created natures, were an addition often 
— excellencies, that neuer man ſaw or enioyed; 
he had pronounced of theim all, in reſpect of true happi- 
neſſe, and diuided from the grace and ftarc of God, and a 

ſanctified 


A Diſcourſe of trae happineſſe. 
ſanctified heart, that they are all vanity. And if he had flaied 
there it had been wal hr argues butapaſſivei 
on, and a weakeneſſe of being in the thing 

are vexation of ſpirit; Nothing in t 
of power, and actiuitie to inflict vengeance, and yexation 
- — the ſpitit ofa man. The ſpirit of a man being ſound in 


ecti- 
sthemſclues ; but 
emſelues, yet ſull 


ceritie. and ſeconded with a good conſcience, is able to 
beare out his infirtnities, and all the miſeries incident to his 
nature: It ls able to paſſe by, with axeſolute, and contented 
patience, the lying imputations of the prophaneſt malice: 
It is able by the grace of God, to encounter with the terrors 
of death, and the fearefulneſſe of the graue: yea, to endure 
with a gratious humility euen the preſence of God, and An- 
gels at that great day. But a wounded, and an afflicted ſpi- 
rit who can beate? If the eye bee darke, ho great is that 
darkeneſſeꝰ If the ſpirit of a man, which ſhould refreſh all the 
faculties of the ſoule with comfortable cheerefulneſſe, and 
fill the whole body with a liuely vigour, bee it ſelfe woun- 
ded with vexation and terrour; how comfortleſle is that 
man? If his ſtrength were the ſtrength of ſtones, and his 
ſleſh of braſſe; yet would the torment of a bitter afflicted 
ſoule grinde him to powder; and melt as the de before 
the Sunne, whatſocuer hee accounteth ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
powerfull to relieue his heauineſſe; it would turne all his 
choiſeſt, and deareſt pleaſures into worme wood and bitter - 
neſſe. And this vexation, with which riches, honours, or 
what other vanitie deſireable in this life doth afflict the vn- 
regenerate heart, is twofold : In the very purſuit of them, is 
much anguiſh many grieuances, ſeares, iealowſies, diſgra- 
— —— But after the vnſancti- 
fied enioying of them, followes the ſting of conſcience, that 
will — vexe the ſoule; which is the very carneſt 
of the fire ofheil;by which a man doth expect with vncon- 
cciueable horrour, the conſummation of the wrath of God, 
which burneth farre hotter, and more vnquenchably, then 
any fire, though augmented with infinite rivers of brim- 
ſtone, to be ported vpon his body and ſoule for euermore, 


in 
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8 A Diſcomſeſtmbeypineſe. 
in the world to come, How then can there bee any 
happineſſe in theſe vexations ? Wherefore Salamos having 
rouedthe negatiue part of my doctrine, concludes the po- 
tive in the latt opens 1 HY — 
regard to keepe his ements; is to 
bepoſleſ} of true happineſſe, to find ———— 
aſſurance of the fauour of God, For let a man, while he will, 
in this world of vanitie; either ſport himſelfe in the ſoft, and 


greene way of — pleaſures; or pleaſe himſelſe in the 


lorious miſeries, of and high places; or tire him- 
ie in che toiles of vnſatlable or braue it in 
his oathes, blaſp ſtrengeh of powring in ſtrong 


drinke; or treade the fearfull and — path of con- 
tempt of the power of religion, the truth of God, and fince- 
rity ofhis Saints :all the hile, hen he is at the beſt, hee is 
but as the raging ſea, that cannot reſt. For ſo I ſaiab com- 
pares the wicked, Chap. 57. 20. The fea, you know, is not 
— times toſſed, and tumbled vp and downe, with 
winds and tempeſts; but euer inwardly diſquieted, euen 
with her owne motions, caſting vp contin mire, and 
dirtypon the ſhore, and breaking into ſome her proudeſt 
waues againſt the rockes ; Euen fo the heart of that man, 
which hath repoſed his aſfections vp6 the glory of this life, 
is not onely many times diſqui and caſt downe with 
ourward croſſes and occurrents; as with loſſe of friends, diſ- 
countenance of great Ones, di nement of his hopes, 
and preferments ; with railings, and diſgraces ; 
with looking yponthe his death,and vengeance vp- 
on the wicked;with all di of his ſecuritie in his plea- 
ſures, and dignities: but is alſo beſides the refilefle torture 
of his conſcience, euer from within, out his owne 
ſhame, the diſhonour of God, and the vexation of his bre- 
— it is — — n 
is ſureſt ſanctuary, re ſolued to refigne im- 

ſelfe in holy obedience,co the will of God. His — 5 like 
tire vpper part of the world; which is euer full of ſerenitie, 
conſtancy, and brighuneſſe;be the aire below, neuer ſo trou- 
bled 


tions and tumolts, For le | | 

tion che keenerazors of lying tongues, the mouthet of Lis 
ons, the cruell combinations of his enemies z nay, let che 
earth be moued, and let the mountaines fal into the middeſt 


ofthe Jes yet his heat is joyful, patient, reſolute and cons 
tenteds; = n id offs be bor! or οννEνjẽ.ñ 
But to deſcend more ſpecially to the particulars of the 


negatiue part of my Doctrine: let me adde to the many and 
ſtrongteaſons of the ancient Philoſophers, and late Schools 
men, againſt pleaſures, riches, and honouts, theſe three; 
which will for euer vtterly diſable them for clai ming any 
ſhow of intereſt in mans happineſſe. jy . 
Firſt, they cannot poſſibly fill the vnlimited defire of the 
ſoule. For although the treaſures, the greatneſſe, the delights 
of all men liuing, were in the preſent pol — 
ſome what beſides, and abous all chis there would iti 
ſought, and earneſtly thirſted for. Nay, it is eertaine if one 
man were not onely crowned. with the ſoueraigntyof all 


the kingdomes of the æarth, but heſides, were made com- 
mander of the motions of che Sunne, and the glory of the 


ſtarresz yet ch reſileſſe eys of ſis 
would peepe and prie beyond the heauens, for ſome hidden 
excellencie and ugpaed felicity, which the whole com- 
paſſe of this created world cannot yeeld, So vnquenchable 
is che thirſt of mans ſoule: vntill it hathoitſelſe in the riner 
of life, and in the immeaſutable Ocean of goodneſſe and 
wiſedome. So impoſſihle is it, that this matetiall warkd, 
with all her perfections, ſhould he a | Act — obiect 
to ſo pretious a nature ; or that ſo diuine a ſparłle ſiMuld 
cegſe xiſing and aſpiring, vntill it joyne: it elſe; to that 
＋uü —8 


Fecondly, they cannot ſecure the conſciene difireſſed 
wich the apprehenſon of che wrach of God, of preueVhis 
Memorable i Peg hernilopmneny ne, that 


indgamcats, 
2 ſurpriſed 
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the golden; and ſiluer veſſels of the Te 
appearcd fingers of a maus hand, wich wrote ouer againſt 


wites/ a ; 
Temple. But when there 


the Candleſticke vpon che pfaiſter of the wall: a ttmem- 
brancerznto'his tauſtience, howeertemptuouſly,>ndſa- 
crilegiouſly he had diſhonoured the higheſt Maieſty; and 
that the vials of Gods — were teady to bee 
pow red vpon his head, all the ioyes of his royall pompe va- 
niſhed as the ſmoke. For then the Kings countenance wat 
changed; his thoughts troubled him ſorhat the toynis of his 
lanes were looſtd, and bis knees ſinote one 4g theother, 
And now, one pang of his 'wounded' coriſcience did much 
more torment᷑ him, then the king — & ho- 
nour, which e received from bj fathet'Nabuchadrezzar 
could euer comfort him. $6;1 doubt hot, but many times, 
the hearts of many glorious Ones in this life, that are not in 
trouble he other men; but ſpread themſelues as greene 
bay- trees; when they heart the certaine iudgements of 
God, denounced out of his booke by his Miniſters, againſt 
thoſe ſinnes, to which by long cuſtome, and vowed reſolu- 
tion, they haue faſtned tfleir uffe tions, becauſe thereon des 
pend theit pleaſures, honours, flates, reputations, contented 
paſſing the time, or the like: I ſay, that many times (except 
their conſciences be ſeated vp with an hot iron, againſt the 
day of vengeance,and then their caſcis vnſpeakably woful) 
their hearts tremb le, eue as the trees of the forreſt chat are 
ſhaken with the winde. Amid their laughing, their hearts 
are ſforrowfull,” Ot if their mirth bee entire; it is but /cbe the 
woiſe of the thornes vnder the pot. Thornes ynder a pot, you 
know, make a great crackling,” and noiſe for a little time; 
they blaze faite and beight; but are. ſudtlenly extinQ, and 
brought to nothing. Neſther are thoſe cold comforters able 
to queneh Gods ielouſie, When it breakes forth in 
plagues, and iudgements againſt a ſinfull people. Witneſſe 
the Prophets: Zephan; chap. 1. 77 8. Their blood ſhall be 


powred 


— nr 

ont 
= 
— — ne — 7.19. ee ee luer aud their gell 
cannot deluver them in che day of 1 pfthe Lord : they 


8 r bowels) for thus 


2 ae, | 
— wy hei eee ptiuiledge,o 
wedge o ot hei r 
vas; —ů fins — — talte· the 
Gods fierce wrath aud V: 1731 4 — | 
Thirdly, they cannot ſtretch themſelues vnto eternity. For 
there are no contentments of this liſe; whether they lie in 
honours riches, pleaſures,friends,orthelikezler them be ne« 
uer ſo many in number, ſo pott in the world, orinourown 
perſwaſions, ſo gare ear. of diſcomfort; that can 
poſſibly bring vs further, then our death- bed. It may be fur 
afew & wretched daies of our life they haue detained vsins 
fooles patadiſe, yet full of n It may be, 


they haue leſi ſome obſcure prints in our 
palligenurthen. their — — —— 
dot their wenke, and imaginaric ſweetnes; ——— 


turned into — . worme wood, into gall and vexati- 
on. They leaue à ting indeed in the conſcience, that neuer 
dies: but — die all at our deaths, and lie down with 
vs in — aues. Why then, hen the ĩminortall ſoule, he- 
i 
of to entet the confines oſeternity; hat ſhall 
through chat endleſſe duration For if it logke backe to chis 
inch of time, which it conſumed in vanity — 
haue I bin troubled about many tings? e 
quieted my ſelſe in vaine? Why have Hinds 

— a 


yer innocency, and accounted —— 
— ptofited me? or What proſit haththe pon 


— — — 2 
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ed from this tabernacle of clay;fhall nowbe= .*-. 
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x of all worldly comforts be molt certaine & ineultable, 
at —— at our departure from this life; it is impoſſi- 
ble, thete ſhould be any abfolute ĩoy found in che: for there 
is wanting t i(hmec of true happines, 
aſſurance of perpetuity. a man to be abun 
dantiy encompaſſed een the deſires of his heart; 
let him waſh $ with butter; and let the rocke powre 
him out rivers of oile;let him heape vp filuer as the duſt, and 
gold as the mire in the-ftreets; let him gecke himſelfe wich 
maicky and oxceliencie,and aray hirnſelfe with beautie and 
glory; let him drinke vp the alen world in as 
at abundance as Behemoth the river Jordas; yet all is no- 
thin ,bimſelfe being couered with corruption, and mortali- 
ties and tho fruition of them with vanity and change. One 
on paſſeth away, & another ation comtneth. 

e muſtat length — faneiGof al into the 
hands ofa neu ſucceſſion. And he ſhall take nothing away 
when he dies; neither ſhall his or pleaſures deten 
after him. Vet, ifa man beſides an entire & interrupted poſ- 
ſeſſion of his worldly contemtments; which is neuer to bee 


EI 


lookedfotin this life: for as 00 _ While bis _— vp 
— fund while hi ſdulr i in bim, it ſhall 
eur; yet I ſay, if beſides he were — to extend his life to 


the matter were a little more tole- 
chelife of a man at the moſt is but a hand 
longʒ and that Which makes it much more 
not in what part of that ſhorr — 
ddenly, or — — off from 
ung and goe and ſhall not veturne, euen vnto the 


dickem ef dew. For the reayeing of 


— — 
breadth, or af) 
miſerable, he 


— 


Ae rue beppiniſſe. "73 
the witked inſhore, and the ay of hyporrnter u ber- moment. 
bis excellency monn vp to the heaven, and h be 
reach unto the clonts,yerſhallhe periſh for ener like bis dung, 
and they which haue ſoene him, ſhall ſay where is be? Hee ſhall 
flee away A dream, and they ſhallnot ſind bim, amd ſpal paſſe 
amc ata ien of the night. So that the eye which had ſerne 
bim ſhall dos ſo ne more; & his place ſhall fee him nv more And 
in this reſpect, maus condition is far inferiourto other crea· 
tures. One generation paſſeth, t another generatiõ ſuctee- 
deth:but the earth remaineth for euer. Ihe Sun ſeemes eue 
ry night to lie downe in a bed of darkeneſſe; but he riſes in 
the morning, elothed with the ſame and brightnes; & 
reioyceth as a Giant to run his courſe: gat mas (ſaith 0b) is 
ſich,and dieth, and man periſbeth, and where ic he? As the wa- Chap. 16. 10. 
ters paſſe from rhe ſta, and as the flood decaieth and drieth wy; 1103. 
ſo man ſleepeth,and riſetb not: for he ſhall not wake ug aine nor 
be raiſed from his ſleepe,till the heaven be no mare.” ' 
To let therefore theſe wretched vaniries paſſc;as ynwor- 
thy to be inſiſted on thus long. For howſocuer, the worldly- 
minded man, wanting vtterly the eye of faith, and hauin 
his eye of reaſoh dimmed with miſts, that riſe from bis ti 
multuous and fiery paſſons, groſſe ignorance, and wilfull 
malice, ſo that he onely lookes vpon the honours, riches and 
pleaſures of this life with a carnall & ſenſual eye, way ſeeme 
to ſee in them, ſome glimmerings of happines, and thereaf+ | 
ter conforme and proportion his defires, endeauours and 
proieQs; becauſe he hath his pottion onely in this life: yet 
certainly, the truly generous mind may cleerely out of the 
very apprehenſion of nature and light of reaſon, diſcerne 
them all to be no better then a broken ſtaffe of reed, where- 
upon ifa man leane,itwill goe jnto his hand, and pierre it, 
yea; and ſtrike. his heart too thorow with! Wes; 
and that in the time of trouble; they will all proue but as 4 
broken tooth, and ſliding ſoote. To let them therfore paſſe, 
and die and periſn, I eome to too other branches ofthe ne- 
gatiue part : ciuill honeſty, and formall hypocriſie. 
TFTheſe indeed, are the worry engins, by which in 2 
| ; | 
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full light and glorious noonetide of the Goſpell theprince 
of — — multitudes into his ſnares in 
this liſe, and into chaines of e in the life to come. 
Sweetneſſe of nature, louelines of diſpoſition, fairenes of 
conditions, a pleaſing affabilitie in cariage, and conuerſati- 
on; an vnſwaied in ciuill actions, and negotiati- 
ons with men, make a goodly ſhow, But if chere bee an ac- 
ceſſion of profeſſion of the Goſpel, of outward performance 
of religious exerciſes, of ſome correſpondence with the ſer- 
uants of God; why then the matter is ſtricken dead. There is 
the perfection. Whatſoeuer is aboue is proud hypocrihe, 
vaineglorious ſingularity, phantaſtick preciſeneſſe; when 
God no wes, there may be al this, and yet no power of teli- 
gion, no life of grace, no true happineſſe, no hope of etetni- 
nity. To the demonſtration of which point before Ipro- 


. -C:+;,ceed, let me preuent two obiections. 


Firſt, I deny not, but that morall vertuouſneſſe, is good, 
and excellent in it ſelfe; the outward performance of religi- 
ous duties, and the exerciſe of the meanes of our conuerſion, 
ate neceſſary. But if morall yertuouſnes were able to put on 
the greateſt magnificence, and applauſe, that euer it ancient- 


ly enioyed amongſt the preciſe ns; wbetby it might 
worthily draw into admiration & iuſi challenge euen theſe 
times of Chriſtianity: yet in reſpect of acceptance with 
God,avd confornuty to his will z and being not guided, and 
. ſupernaturall grace, it is but at the beſt, the ve- 
ry filthineſſe of a menſtruous clout, And outward actions 
of religion, be they performed with as glorious a ſho w, and 
vndiſcernable conueiance, as euer they were hy the moſt 
formal Pharific : yer ſeuered from a ſound, and ſanRified 
heart, the fountaine which giues life, ſweernes and accepta- 
tion to all outward ſeruices, they are but all, as the cutting 
oft ofa dogs neck; and the offering of ſwines blood. 

Secon il doe not heere by any meanes purpoſe the dif+ 
comfort of that man,whoſe ſoule is yet wraſtling with the 


gricuous afflitions,& terrors of conſcience in the ſore tra- 
uel of bis new-birth:L wiſh vnto hic the ſiwecteſtcoforrs, 
that 


77 
that eicher he in his deepeſt agonies can defire; or bowels 


of Dſcamſe of irne buppineſe, 


of Gods tendereft compuſſions are wont to into bro. 
ken and bleeding hearts, and that the ioyfull light of his Sa- 
uiours countenance may breake forth vpon his cloudie and 
— conſcience, with farte greater brightneſſe then e- 
uer the cleereft Sunne-ypon tho face of the earth. Neither 
doe I purpoſe the diſcourageinentof him, ho hath happily 
paſſed the fearefull, but noceſſary pangs of remorſe for ſins; 
and hath already by the grace of God, laid hold vpon the 
metits, and mercies of Chtiſt, by a true, thougha weak faith, 
I wiſh that his ſoule, as a new-borne babe in Chriſt, may be 
touched with the ſmootheſt hand ofthe moſt wiſe, and cha- 
ritable diſcretion ; and that it may bee nouriſhed with the 
ſweeteſt milke of the moſt gratious, and comfortable pro- 
miſes. I.cuer eſteemed it moſt bloody cruelty to quench 
the imoking flax; or breake the bruiſed teed, or to adde ſor- 
row to him whom the Lord hath wounded; and therefore 
rather inſinite ly deſite, to turne the ſmoking flax into a bur. 
ning fire of zeale; to refreſh the weak, and wounded heart, 
with ſofteſt oyle-of Gods deareſt mercies; to make the 
bruiſed reed a pillar of braſſe, that it may ſtand ſtrong, and 
ſure, at the day of triall. Whereupon, I pronounce out of 
moſt certaine grounds of Gods eternal truth vnto the wea- 
keſt faith, if true and ſound; that the gates of hell, with all 
the furie, and malice; of the prince and powers of darke- 
neſſe, ſhall neuer preuaile againſt it. That neither Angels; 
nor principalities, not things preſent, nor things to come; 
nor depths below, not heights aboue, nor the creatures of 
2 worlds, ſhall euer bee able to worke a ſe- 
paration of it, from that infinite loue of God which firſt: 
planted it in the heart, or a diſunion of it from Chriſt, 
which inſpires it continually with life, ſpirit, and motion. 
It is not difference of degrees, and meaſure; that takes a- 
way the nature and being of it. A ſmall drop of water is as 
well. and truely water, as the whole Ocean: a little ſparke is 
as truly fire, both in eſſenee and quality, as the mightieſt 
flame: the hand ofa little child, may tece iue a peatle, as well 
a] | as 
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as the hand of che greateſt Giant, though not hold it ſo 
ſtrongly : a weake faith, may be a true faich, and ſo a ſaui 
faith, as well as the full perſwaſion and height of aſſurance. 
This onely I muſt aduiſe in this point; that if this graine of 
muſtard ſeed watered with the dew of 8 not to- 


wards a great tree: if this ſparke, enkindled by the ſpirit of 
God, ſpread not into a big flame: if this (mall meaſure of 
faith be not edged with a longing feruencie after fulneſſe of 
perſwaſion, and ſeconded with an aſſiduous and ſerious en- 
de auour after more perfection; it was no ſound and ſauin 
faith, but onely a counterfeit ſhow, and a deceiuing ſha- 
dow, But yet forall this I cannot without a woe ſpeake 
ood ofcuill,and euill of good: I muſt not put darkeneſſe 
2 light, and light for darkeneſſe: Wiſe Salomon hath taught 
vs,,that he that iuſtiſiethᷣ the wicked, and be that conde mnet h 
the iuſt, euen they both are an abommation to the Lord, And 
therefore I muſt tell you, that a man may be great in the eye 
of the world, and in the iudgement of the greater part for 
his ciuill honeſtie, and ſolemne performances of outward 
duties of religion; (to which many thouſands neuer at- 
raine)and yet himſelte be not onely a ſtranger from the life 
of God, and right happineſſe, and holden faſt vnder the po- 
wer and tytannie of the firſt death: but alſo by accident, — 
ing puſt vp with a conceit of an imaginatie perfection, be- 
come 4 violent oppoſite to the power of religion and true 
godlineſſe. The reaſon whereof may bee this: Our corrupt 
nature, as ia matters of vnderſtanding and opinion, wor- 
keth in euery man a too too much loue of his one inuen- 
tions, and concluſions; all oppoſition inflames the affe- 
Qion,and (ers on foote the wit to finde out arguments for 
their proofe, leſi he ſeeme to haue been too weake of iudge- 
ment in framing them, or too inconſtant in not defending 
them: cuen ſo alſo in matters of life and conuerſation: and 
the more plauſible a mans courſe is, and the more glori- 
ouſly it is entertaimed of che world, the Rronger is hisre= 
ſolution to continuein it, and the more impatient hee is 
ot all controlement and contradiction. So that morall ho- 
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neſty,aod outward —— themſelues good 
and neceſſary, and a good ſep to Chriſtianity: yet by acci- 
dent are many times 2 ſtrong barre to keepe men from the 
power of godlineſſe and vnfained ſinceritie. Becauſe, when 
they conſider their preſent courſe is in good acceptance 
withthe world, and that it may well conſiſt with the free 
enioyment of their honours and pleaſures, at leaſt ariſing 
from theit beloued and ſecret ſinnes, they willingly and pe- 
remptorily reſt andrepoſe vpon it; contented with a pro- 
bable error of being in the ſtare of grace, and with a plau- 
ſible paſſage vnto eternall death. And the rather, becauſe 
they know full well, if they ſhould ſtep forward vnto for- 
wardnefſe in religion and that inward holineſſe, without 
which they ſhall neuer ſee the face of God; they ſhould not 
only raiſe vp againſt themſelues many thundring tempeſts, 
of the worlds inſolent, falſe, and ſpitefull cenſutes; but alſo 
even fromthe bottome of hell many diſturbances and feare- 
full tentations. For I amperſwaded, while a man lies ſecure 
in the courſe of vnregeneration, if the diuell can procure it, 
he ſhall enioy his hearts deſite, he ſhall bring his enterpriſes 
to paſſe, and not fall into trouble like other men. He onely 
then begins to beſtirre himſelfe, when a man begins to {lirre 
towards grace; or that by his traines, he hath brought him 
to ſome point of aduantage,to ſome dead lift, to his deathſ- 
bed; that hee may haue a full ſtroke at his deſtruction, that 
he may ſuddenly and certainly ſwallow him vp, bodie and 
ſoule ; and then he paies him home with a witneſſe: for ei- 
ther through ſenſeleſneſſe, or deſpaire, he ſinkes him downe 
irrecouerably into the bottome of hell. 

Theſe two. obieQtions thus preuented: I come to the 
proofe of the point in hand. And firſt, theſe reaſons follows- 
ing may demonſtrate, that he which reaches but to ciuill ho- 
neſty, comes farre ſhort of being in Chriſt, and conſequent- 
ly of true happineſſe. 


Firſt, ſome ofthe Heathens, out of thoſe weake notions 


and inclinations to vertuouſneſſe, which corrupted nature 


confuſedly imprinted in their minds, attained a great 2 
ure 
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A Diſcoarſe of ne hagpineſe 
— * ſure of motall perfection. This Elegie the a Hiſtorian giues 
refte fecit, vi of the Romane ( ute. Cato was a man, which did animate the 
facere videre- faire fpeculatine image of vertwe with linely executions and 
Aal praitiſe. Goodneſſe was ſo habityally incorporated into his ho- 
a = —ͥ , neſt mind, that he did good, mot for reſpett and reſernedly,but 
id ſolum viſum becauſe he could poſſibly do no otherwiſe, Impartiall indiffereu- 
eft rationem ha. cy was the rule of his atlions;and being free from the corrupti- 


be qde habe gu; of the time, he was the ſame man, and had a free command ' 


3 oner his paſſions, both in t me of acceptation and diſgrace. It is 
vitys immunic, further teported of Fabricius, that a man might ſooner turne 
ler pe ſutunem the ſun from his coutſe, then to ſway Fabricius by reſpects 
in (4a poteſtate from honeſt and ingenuous dealing. And yet all theſe ex- 


Db. cellencies of mortality are iuſtly and truly cenſured by Di- 


5 ! 
_=_ uinity, to be but Þ gloriow /ims, beautifull abominations, Au- 
d 5,le1dids Hin, that great diſputer, and worthy father,confirmes it vn- 
peccats. anſwerably ; eſpecially from that ground in the Epiſtle to 


* Con:12 14% thee H. brueszyVithout faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Let 

1111 042% mans workes be in ſho neuer ſo good, ſo magnificent;ſo 

4.6% 3. : 

* Cap 11.6, Charitable; except the heart be purged from dead workes 
by alively faith, and pute from an euill conſcience, he is but 
a painted ſepulchre, ox whited wall. But yet take this by the 
way;ittheſe He athens, inthe twilight of teaſõ, became ſuch 
admirable lights of yprightnesand honeſty; and yer Chri- 
ſtians in the ſe daich, when all the beames of Chriſts bleſſed 
Goſpell are ſhining and ſhed round about them, continue 
till in darknes,co!d and frozen in prophanenes, & ſecurity; 
certainely, as it ſhall be esſier for Tyrws and Sidon at the da 
of iudgement, then for Choyrazin and Bethſaida - ſo it ſhall 
be en for many Heathens, though to them impoſſible, 
then for thoſe Chriſtians, that paſſo not ther in vertue and 
integrity, Cato and Fabrieiur at that day ſhall riſe vp againſt 
many lukewarme profeſſors of our times, to their eternall 
ſhame, confuſion, and condemnation. 

The ſecond reaſon is grounded vpon the words of Saint 

Paul, i. Cotintb. 2.14. The naturall man perceiueth not the 
things of the ſpir tf God; for they are fooliſhneſſe vnte him - 
neither can he know the, bi c anſe they are ſpirawally diſcerned. 


In 


4 


4 Diſcnnſeef true b. is 
In this place, by(»atwral man) is not ment only, the carnal & 
ſcaſuall man,ſwiniſhly wallowing in vanities and pleaſures: 
but as the beſt and ſoundeſt interpreters conceiue it, euen a 
man conſidered with the whole compaſſe of the reaſonable 
ſoules poſſibility, And mans reaſonable ſoule, by that ſtrẽgth 
? it yet retains, fince it was by God iuſtly diſinherited of al ſpi- 
ricuall patrimony for Adams rebellion, may purchaſe ſome 
kind ofperfeQions.Firſt,in it ſelfe it may be excellent, if en- 
dowed with a ſharp wit, a quick epprehenſi6,aſtiong mind, 
2 piercing iudgement, a faithtull memory, a more moderate 
wil & milder affections. But if by induflry and art it furniſh 
and fil every ſeuerall faculty with thoſe ornaments and qua- 
lities, of which they are m—_ capable, the perfection is 
much more admirable, And yet beſides theſe excellencies in 
ie ſelf, it may ſhine 1 to others; it may go further, & 
| inable it ſelfe by action, experience & obſeruatton, with ſuch 
| an vniuerſal wiſdom, that it may not only be fit & qualified 
| for notable offices of ſociety and entercoutſe in politick Bo- 
dics:butalſo reach vnto y depth of +425, Gove large com. 
prehenſion of circumſtances,that it may be worthy imploi- 
| ment in affaires of State, and in the direction and guidance 
of whole kingdomes. Al theſe perfections may concutre vp- 
on the ſoule, and yet it remaine ſtarke blind in the myſteries 
of ſaluation. Imagine them all ioyntly in one man, and in 
che —— degree of perfection & excellency of which vn- 
ſanctified mortalitic is capable, and let them bee neuer ſo 
much admired, and flattored of the world; yet without the 
alt of grace to ſeaſon them and the life of faith to animate 
them, they are but as gay and rich attire vpon a leprous bo- 
dy, as ie wels, chaines, and bracelets, vpon a dead and rotten 
carcaſſe. Let no man then deceiue his one heart:he may be 
enriched with ſingular pregnancie of all the faculties of the 
ſoule, he may be ſtored with variety of the choiſeſt and pro- 
foundeſt learning, he may expreſſe inaction and ciuil hone- 
Aly the abſolute portraiture of Ariſtotles moral vertues ; he 
may be as politik as Ahitophel s hoſe counſel, whitthe coun- 2. Sam. 16.23. 


felled in theſe daies, was like aso had asked counſell at the 
5 2 Oracle 
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20 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 

Oracle of God; and yet without ſupernaturall illumination, 
and the diuine graces, of faith, loue, zeale, ſincerity, ſpiritu- 
all wiſedome, 2 ſanctiſied contention of ſpirit, in making 
towards Godin all kinde ofduties, which onely put a man 
into poſſeſſion oftrue happineſſe, and fit him for a bleſſed aſ- 
ſociation with God, Angels, and holy men; I ſay without 
theſe ſupernaturall graces he cannot onely, not perceive the 
things of the ſpirit of God, but (which is an koriible and 
fearcfull curſe) euen eſteeme them fooliſhnes. 

The third reaſon ſhall be taken from the example of Ni- 
codemus, Iohn 3. Nicodemus, am perſwaded, was an honeſt 
and an ingenuous manzl am lure he was a great man, and a 
teacher ot Iſrael; yet when he comes out of his ciuill hone- 
{tic and naturall wiſedome to teaſon and confer with Chrift 
about the faluation of his ſoule and eternall happine ſſe, he is 
ſtrangely childiſh and a meere infant. For when Chri'i tels 
him; Except a man be borne againe, he Cannot! ſee the kingdome 
of God he replies : How can a man be borne wh ch i; old? can 
he enter inte his mothers wombe againe and be borne? A replie, 
which may breed an aſtoniſhment in all that ſhal euer reade 
this ſtory vnderſtandingly vnto the worlds end ; nay, it 
ſcemes to ſeeme ſtrange to Chriſt himſelfe, by his interro- 
gatiue admiration afterward ; Art thou a teacher of Iſrgell, 
and l owe ſt not theſe things? And no maruel ; ſor who would 
think, that one ofthe beſt of the Phariſees, a ruler of y Iewes, 
a ptoſeſt Doctor in the Law and the Prophets, & one care- 


full ro ſaue his ſoule, ſhould be ſo groſſely and palpably ig- 


norant, in a moſt mater iall and neceſſary point of ſaluation; 
eſpecially, hauing many times, no doubr, read it jn AHMoſes 
and the Trop many places, he might ſee, Ezec, 
36.26. 27. moſt clecrely laid downe the great and glorious 
worke of our new birth; A new heart alſo will / gine yen, & a 
xew ſpirit will I put within you, [ wil take the 7 on heart out 
of your body, & I will giue you a heart of ſieſh. Ge. But when he 
comes from teaching, and reading of this & the like places, 
to he examined in — practiſe and experimentall feeling of 
theſe graces ofregeneration ypon his owne ſoule; — 


talkes 
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talkes of a man that is old, entring againe into his motbers 
wombe: from whence he ſhould certainely returne with a 
doubled pollution and corruption of nature;and once more 
the child of Satan, then he was before. Bur ſo it is, wherethe 
heart is not ſeaſoned with ſauing grace; let the vnderſtan- 
ding be neuer ſo great with ſwelling knowledge, the ptacti- 
call powers of the ſoule neuer ſo pregnant with wiſedome 
and policy, and perfected with moral vertues: yet there is no 
thing to be expected from chat man, in matters and myſte- 
rics of ſaluatiou, but darknes and blindneſſe, childiſnneſſe 
and ſtupiditie. 

Fourthly, the young man in the Goſpell may be a fit in- 


ſtance for our pteſent purpoſe, He was ynreproucable in the Marth 19. 


externall juſtice and outward obſeruances of the ſecond ta- 
ble, whereia ciuill honeſty doth principally conſiſt but how 
farre he was from inward ſanctification, ; ſtate of grace, 
and happineſſe of Gods children, appeates in the ſtory. For 
when the ſacred and powerfull words of our bleſſed Sauior, 
had inſinuated into the ſecrets of his ſoule, and ſtrucke at his 
ſweet ſinne of couetouſneſſeʒthe young man is preſently caſt 
into a fit of melancholie, Chriſt is too preciſe a preacher for 
him, he cannot digeſt ſuch a ſtrict and ſeuere courſe; he will 
not abandon his pleaſures of worldlineſſe, his palaces, his 
poſſeſſions, to follow Chriſt the Lord of heauen and earth 
in this life, thoughe aſſure him ofthe rich treaſures of etex- 


nalbleſſednes in the life to come: hen the young man heard Veiſe 22. 


that ſaying, he went away ſorrowfull : for he had great poſſeſſi- 
ons, Whereby we may ſee, that a man may be ciailly honeſt 
and vncenſurable in outward workes of iuſtice, and yet har- 
bour and nouriſh ſome cloſe corruptions, and ſweet finne in 
his heart: from which, rather then 4 will part, he will loſe 
his part in Chriſt, the bottomleſſe fountaine of endleſſe ioyes 
— comforts, and his portion of vnualuable glory in the 
new Ieruſalem. 


This point being thus manifeſt, for concluſion I will lay 
downe certaine differences, betwixt the righteouſneſſe of 


faith and ſanctification, & the righteouſneſſe of ciuill hone- 
F 3 ſtie, 
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Rice, that a man may haue ſome directions to examine his 
ſoule and conſcience inthisreſpeR, 

Fir(t, the ſountaine and originall of righteouſneſſe of 
faith,is the ſanctiſying Spirit of God, I call it the ſanctifying 
ſpirir, becauſe the ſpirit of God may by a generall influence 
concut to the illuminatiõ of the ynderſtanding with know- 
ledge, and a ciuill reformation of the will even in the vnte- 
generate: but the ſanQifying ſpirit, by the miraculous opera- 
tiue of ſauing grace, doth purge & mortifie the inmolſ affe- 
ions, plant iuſtifying faith in the hart, renew all the powers 
of the ale: and reimieſt them in ſome good meaſure with 
the bleſſed image of holineſle and integritic which they loſt 
in Adam. But the cauſe and fountaine of tighteouſneſſe of 
ciuill _— be goodneſſe of conſtitution and inge- 
nuouſneſſe, whereby a man may not be ſo apt and inclinable 
to notorious ſinnes, or want of trials and prouocations, or 
feare of lawes and temporall puniſhments, or deſite of repu- 
tation and riſing, or a vaine hope to ſtay Gods iudgements 
for inward corruptions by ciuill outwardnefle,or at beſt, the 
reſtraining wy of God; by which he doth onely repteſſe 
the futies and outrages of the wicked, and reduce them to 
ſome moderation and honeſty, for the quiet ofhis Elect and 
conſeruation of Kingdomes, For if God did not put his 
hooke into the noſtrils of N mon, and his bridle into 
their lippes, euety one of them, ith euery man hath in his 
corrupt nature the ſeedes of all fines that euer haue, are, or 
may be committed) I ſay, euety one ofthem might become 
acrucll Senacherib, a railing Shemei, a traiterous Judas, a 
bloody Bonner, an helliſh Fawkes, fierce Woolues and Li- 
ons againſt the ſillie and innocent Lambes of Chriſts fold. 

Secondly, righteouſueſſe of ciuill honeſtic in outward 
actions may make a colourable pretence of pietie and vp- 
rightnes;but indeed hath many ſecret relations to pleaſures, 
to friends, to profit, to pteferments, to reuengement, to paſſi- 
ons, partialities and euents, and ſuch like by. reſpects, not ea- 
ſilie diſcernable, but by him whoſe cies ate tenne thouſand 
times brighter then the Sunne. But righteouſneſſe of faith 


hat h 
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hath in all actions, for the maine ſcope andprincipall end, 
the glory aud honour of God: and if infirmitie doe ſome- 
times diſtaine them with ſome mixture and adherence of te- 
ſpects, (for who can ſay my heart is cleane ? euen the puteſt 
actions are mixt with ſome ſpice of corruptions) it workes 
in the faithfull ſoule much griefe, ſorrow, -ſtriuing againſt, 
repentance and humiliation, 

Thirdly, righteouſneſſe of faith doth labour warchfully, 
religiouſly and conſcionably in that particular calling, 
wherein Gods prouidence hath placed a man, and in all the 
parts and ſpeciall duties of godlineſſe and obedience. But 
ciuill honelly wanders in the generalities of religion; and 
many times in impertinenr, vnſetled and vnlimited courſes, 

Fourthly, —— of faith doth ſtriue with 
teſt earneſineſſe and contention of ſpirit for ſpiritusll com- 
fort and a good conſcience before God, But ciuill hone{ 
is fully and finally ſatisfied with credit and plauſibleneſſe a- 
mongſt men. | 7 

Fitthly, ciuill honeſty makes no great conſcience of ſmal- 
ler ſinnes; as lying, leſter oathes, gaming, prophane ieſting, 
idleneſſe, paſtime on the Sabbath day, and the like. But 
rigkteouſneſſe of faith, hauinga ſenſible feeling of the hea- 
uie weight of ſinue, from thoſe anguiſhts which the con- 
ſcience felt before the infuſion of faith, and being ſtill 
ſtung wich a checke and ſtarr for all kind of tranſgreſſions, 
doth ſeaſonably and proportionably hate and make reſi- 
ſtance to all know ne ſmnnes. 

Sixthly, ciuill honeſty doth not vſe to make oppoſition 
againſt the ſinnes of the time, but is euen willing to be ca- 
ried with the ſtreame; onely vpon more faire and probable 
tearmes, then notorious ſinſulneſſe; and therefore will goe 
on, and encourage a man in godly courſes, and good cauſes, 
yatill he meer with, either a wound to his ſtate, a diſgrace to 
his perſon, adiſturbance to his pleaſures, an imputation to 
his forwardnefle, a top to his preferments, loſſe of friends, 
imminencie of danger, or any ſuch croſſe and diſcou- 
ragement; and then it cha to ſlep backe, as a man 
ready 
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ready to tread vpon a ſerpent, and to ſtart aſide like a broken 
bow. Zut righteouſneſſe of faith doth Rand out for the ho- 
nour of God, and ordinarily goes thorow ſtitch, in good 
cauſes;come what come can;croſles or calumniations, good 
report or euill report, men or diuels. For it is compleatly ar- 
med with confidence of furure happineſſe, and hath fixt the 
eye vpon the crowne of immortalitie; which if heauen and 
earth conſpited, they were not able to pul it out of his hand, 
that reſerues it inthe heauens, for all thoſe that fight a good 
fight, that keepe the faith, and runne with conſtancy the race 
of anctification. 1 

The next point of the negatiue part of my doArine is for- 
mall hypocriſie. Which that you may more cleerely vnder- 
ſand, conhder with me three kindes of hypocriſie: priuie 
hypocriſie, groſſe hypocriſie, formall hypoctiſie. 

Privy hypocriſie is chat, by which a man makes proſeſ- 
fon of more then is in his heart. And this ſometimes doth 
mixe it ſelfe euen with the faireſt and molt ſanctiſied actiors 
of Gods deareſt children; and doth ſooneſt infinuate into a 
heart ſtored with the rich treatures of true godlineſſe. For 
Satan, if he cannot detaine a mans ſoule in notorious ſinſul- 
nes, in meete ciuill honeſty, or formalitie, but that by the 
ſacred inſpirations of Gods good ſpirit it is pulled our ofthe 
mouth of hell, from the ſlauery of ſinne, and courſes of dark- 
nes. into the glorious light, and liberty of Chriſts kingdome; 
he is inraged with fierce and implacable furie, and doth ever 
certainly with eager purſuit perſecute that ſoule, both b 
his owne immediate malice, and by the cruell agencie of 
prophane men. Andit ſo be he cannot procure a ſcandalous 
relapſe into groſle ſinnes; yet that he may in ſome meaſure 
worke the diſhonour of God, and the diſcomfort of his no- 
blett creature, the two maine ends of all the policies of hell; 
he doth labour to diſtaine the pure ſtreames of diuine grace 
in che foule puddle of our corrupted nature; and at leaſt to 
faſten the ſpots of privy hypocriſie vpon the beſt adions, 
and the very face of innocency. This hypocriſie, as l take it, 
ariſeth from ſpirituall pride, For when a godly man, by the 
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ir neighbour; as indeed he incomparably is, how ſoeuer the 
worlds eſtimation be otherwiſe : Becauſe the one is, as yet, a 
limme of Satan, receiuing from him the curicd influence of 
Hule pollutions, of vncleannes, and lying, of malice and te- 
uenge, of pride and prophanenes, &c. The other is alreadie a 
bleſſed member of Chtilis myſticall body, continually inſpi- 
red with holie motions and the life of grace, The one hes 
polluted in his owne blood, encompaſſed with the men- 
ſtruous clouts of loathſome corruptions ; of all natures, ex- 
cept only the diuell and his angels, the moſt wretched and 
fotrlone; of the familie of hell, heire of horrour and deſo- 
lation: The other by the immortall ſeede of the pure and 


powerfull word of God, is made partaker of the diu ne na- 1. Pet. t. 4. 


ture; clothed with the rich and vnualuable robe of Chrifls 
iuſtice, guarded with an inuincible troope of heauenly An- 
gels; iuſtly intituled to a kingdome of vnconceiueable glo- 
rie, and pleaſures moe then the Rarres of the firmament in 
number. The one is a wrongfull vſurper of the riches, honors 
and preferments of this life, for which hereafter he muſt bee 
condemned to chaines of cternall darkneſſe, and a dungeon 
of endleſſe miſerie and confuſion: the other while he conti- 
nues in this world, is a rightfull owner and poſſeſſor of the 
earth, and all the creatures and bleſſinꝑs of God; and when 
he departs hence, he ſhall be made a glorious inhabitant of 
thoſe ſacred manſions, where cõſtant peace, vnmixed ioyes, 
and bleſſed immortalitie euen for euet and euer doe dwell. 
Which great difference when the godly man perceiues, and 
his owne prerogatiues, he is filled with a ſtrange and ioyfull 
amazement and admiration at his owne happineſſe: which 
Saran ſceing,who is perfectly experienced in all aduantages 
and opportunities for ſpirituall aſſaults, and working vpon 
the reliques of mans proud nature, doth cunningly draw 
him to aduance aboue that which is meete within Firnſelfe, 
in his owne opinion, the worth of his dwne graces and ver- 
tues. Which that he may conuey and repreſent tothe view 
of the world, with an excellency proportionable to his own 
OUCT= 
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ouerweening conceit; hee is forced to admit the ſecret and 
inſenſible poyſon of priute hypocrifie, vw hich hee doch more 


caſilie at che firſt entertaine, becauſe the pettilencie and bit- 


terneſſe thereof is not diſcernable by reaſon of the predo- 
minancie and ſweetneſſe of the freſh preſent graces of Gods 
ſpirit in his ſoule. But when by affliftions or diſgraces, by 
ſome extraordinaric temptation or particular checkes from 
the minilterie of the word,the vglineſſe of it is diſcouered 


to his conſcience; hee for euer abhorres it, as a conſuming 


canker,that would fret out the very heart of grace, and ex- 
tinguiſh the life of ſinceritie; and therefore with much hu- 
miliation and teruencie doth pray againſt it, ſtriue againſt 
it, and by the mercies of God preuaile againſt it. 

This kinde of Hypocriſie belongs not to my preſent pur- 
poſe ; onely by the way let mee give aducrtiſement to the 
childe of God, for to him onely I ſpeake in this point: to the 
end hee may keepe his heart vnblameable in holineſſe, and 

teſerue the true reliſh and ſound ioy of good actions en- 
rire, and vndiſtempered : that hee would ſtrongly fence his 
heart, with a gracious and vnfained humilitie, againſt priuie 
pride the mother of this hypocriſie; as againſt a cloſe, vn- 
dermining, and a moſt dangerous enemy; andthe more ſe- 
riouſly and watchfully for theſe reaſons : partly drawne 
from the nature of the ſinne: and partly fromthe ſtate of his 
ſoule. From the nature of the ſinne: 

Firſt, other ſinnes grow from poyſonous and peſtilent 
rootes; as Adultetie, from idleneſſe; Faction, from diſcon- 
tent; Murder, from malice; Teſting out of the word of God, 
trom a prophane heart; the Killing of ſoules, from non-reſ1- 
dencie ; Enuie and flatteric, from a baſe and vnmanlie 
weakenes of minde ; Violent ambition, from a d:Rtrutifull 
independencie vpon God; Scorning of godlineſſe, from a 
reprobate ſenſe: hut this ſinne ſpringeth from a faire and 
vnſuſhected fountaine, euen from zeale, godly duties, and 
good actions. 

Secondly, other groſſe ſinnes ſpread themſelves vniuer- 
fally ouer the whole corrupt maſſe ot all che ſonncs of men; 
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but this doth ſingle out the choſen of Cod, and takes vp his 
ſeate in the ſanctihed ſoule. 

Thirdly, this ſinne doth vnauoidably winde it ſelſe into 
the heart of a man, with a ſlie and peculiar kinde ot inſinua- 
tion, For When a godly man fora good action or inward 
grace doth ſeeme to diſclaime pride in his conſcience, hee 
may be proud that he is not proud, euen of his humilitie, and 
that he is able to deſcry his pride and corruptions more then 
others can doe. So endleſſe are the mazes of Satans circular 
temptations. 

Fourthly, there is no depth of knowledge, no meaſure of 
grace, no eminency of zeale can be exempted from hazard 
of ſurpriſall, by this laſt and moſi cunning er counter of Sa- 
tan by priuy pride. Paul, that great inſttument of Gods grea- 
teſt glory, in whom there was a matchleſſe concurrence of 
divine graces, and variety of all manner of afflictions, no- 
table meanes to keepe the heart of man in humility; yer leſt 
he ſhould be exalted out of meaſure through the abundance 
of reuelations,there was giuen vnto him a prick inthe fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. 

Reaſons taken from the ſtate of the regenerate ſoule, are 


theſe: | 


Firſt, let the beſt and moſt mortified man turne the eye o 
his conſcience from the ftuitleſſe and dangerous ſpeculati- 
on of his owne worthineſſe, and faſten it a while vpon his 
corruptions and infirmities, vpon his many deficiencies in 
religious duties and executions of his calling, wants and 
weakneſſes in prayer and inward deuotion, his dulneſſe and 
vncheerefulnes in religious exerciſes, his omiſſions of ſetui- 
ces and occaſions for the enlarging of the kingdome of 
Chr(t,his cold & ſometimes cowardly proſecution of good 


cauſes, his now and then ſlioking from a bold profeſſion of 


ſincerity, for teare of the vaine and wretched um utations 
of woildlings, &c. and out of this conſideration, he will bee 
ſo farre from ſelfe- conceitedneſſe, and a partiall ouetualu- 
ing ofthis owne gifts and vettues, that hee will finde much 


matter and iuſt cauſe to renew his repentance, to ſtand ypon 
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his guard againſt ſpirituall pride, to continue and enereaſe 
his humiliation, to double his zeale and reſolution for the 
glorifying of God, and ſubduing his owne ſecret corrup- 
tions. 

Secondly, let him conſider, how before his calling hee 
marched lurio1: * and deſperately vnder Satans colours, in 
the purſuite of pl leaſures, vanities and worldly honours; with 
how reſolute hatred and contempt he oppoled againſt ſince- 
ritie and ſauing grace, as againſt needleſſe preciſeneſſe and 
folly,how fcarcic{ly and how farre he tan in the paths of ini- 
quitie, and the ſinfull paſlages of the kingdome of darkneſſe; 
where no reward was to be expected but ſhame and miſery. 
But after it pleaſed the Lord to place his Angell | in the way 
to (:op the torret of his impieties, and to ſet his ſacred word 
before his eyes, as a glorious light to ditect him in the waies 
of righteouſneſſe; let him remember how often hee hath 
ſtarted aſide for falſe and imaginarie fcares, how often hee 
hath (tumbled even in the even path through his own heed- 
leſncſle, how often hee hath ſtood (till in his way, either ga- 
zing on the painted and ly! " glorie of the world, or liſte- 
ning to the allurements and deceitfull charmes of his owne 
fleſh. Nay, how ſometimes he hath bin intorced to retire by 
tome cunning traine and malicious ſtratageme of Satan. So 
that ſince his conuerſion hee hath but run faintly and ſlow- 
ly, and won little ground in the grace of godlineſſe, although 
there bee ſet before him the price of the high calling, * 
higheſt aduancement of the ſoule, fulnefle of icy, and the 
precious treaſures ofimmortality. And if he demurre a while 
toundly vpon this point, hee may for euer feare leſt a ſelfe- 
hking of his own excellencie, be juſtly plagued with a ſcan- 
dalous fall into ſome groſſe ſinne, which beſides it own par- 
ticular fting, will vnto his great or awake the oide 
fnnes of hid vnregeneration, like ſo manyfleeping Lions, 
with open mouthes to charge afreſh vf on the conſcience 
with new terrors and fearefu!] vexations. 

Thirdly. let the godly Chriſtian looke vp at the liberall 
and mercitull hand of God, which out of the bottomleſſe 


depth 
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depth ofhis owne bountie hath reached vnto him, whatſoe- 
uer gifts he hath ; whether of bodie,or mind, of honours or 
outward poſſeſſions, of nature or grace: and hee ſhall finde 
farre greater reaſon to be continually grieued & humbled, 
that the bright and vnſpotted beames of Gods ſanctiſying 
Spirit ate foully darkened and leſſened in his body of death, 
then to be exalted in his owne conceit, in that it hath plea- 
ſed God of his meere and free mercie to illighten the 44. 
nes of his heart; without which ſupernaturall illumination 
he ſhould haue liued in blindnes and miſerably vntill death, 
and after this life been caſt out into vtter darkneſſe and te- 
medileſſe deſolation. 

Fourthly, let him take heed how he harbors and nouriſhes 
this viper of ſpirituall pride ia the boſome of his ſoule;leſt it 
taking vnſeaſonable heate and warmth from his zeale, en- 
danger the whole frame of his new man. Either by perſwa- 
ding him to embrace ſome groundleſſe ſingularitie of vn- 
warrantable opinions, which by reaſon of his vertues will 
ſpread more plauſibly, & by conſequent more dangerouſly, 
For a perſwaſion of integritie is not only a motiue to roote 
an opinion deeply in a mans owne apprehenſion, but alſo a 
mea"esto make it more currant and paſſable with the adini- 
rers of his graces. Or elſe this ſpitituall pride, may by Gods 
juſt iudgement draw vpon him a deadneſſe of heart, a dul- 
neſſe of zeale, an intermiſſion ot operations of grace; which 
the child of God doth infinitly more feare then any afflicti- 
on or croſſe that can poſſibly betal him from prophane men, 
either vpon his bodie, or ſtate, or good name. 

Thele reaſons may iuſtly moue cuerie faithfull Chriſtian 
withmuch arneſtneſſe and prayer to labour after, and ſettle, 
ſurely in his heart a true and vndiſſembled humilitie, as the 
onely ſoueraigne means to preſerue the life and vigour of 
his gtaces in his own Hule, their fruit and benefit to others, 
their bleſſing and acceptation with God; and with the 
watchtulle(t eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome,to hold in perpe- 
tuall iealouſie the cunning ſleights and windings of this in- 
Gauatiue ſinne of priuie pride, that both ſo pc ſtilent acanker 
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may be kept out of the ſoule, and the paſſage may be ſlopt to 
priuy hypocriſie; with which, I told you before, Satan doth 
endeuour with might and maine to diſcomfort and diſgrace 
the actions and exerciſes, euen of the child of God, 

The ſecond kinde of hypocriſie is groſſe hypocriſie; by 
which a man profcſſeth that which is not in his heart at all, 


and fo deceiues others, but not in his owne heart And this is 


moſt properly hypoctiſie: Fot the Greeke word , ſig- 
nificth a ſtage player; u ho ſometimes putteth on the roabes 
and maieſty of a Prince, himſelte being of a baſe and neg- 
lected ſtate: Or the grauitie and wiſedome of a Counſeller, 
himſclfbeing of roguiſh & diſſolute conditions: Sometimes 
he tepreſenteth a chaſt and modeit louer, his owne life being 
a practiſe of vncleanneſſe: Sometimes he aſſumeth a good 
and honeſt vocation, his own being accur ſed and vnwartan- 
table. Euen ſuch is the groſſe hypoctite vpon the ſtage of 
this world, a very painted ſepulchre and whited wall, glori- 
ous indeed in outward faſhions and folennicics, in ſhowes 
and repreſentations to the eye of the world; but if it were 
poſſible tor a man to make an exact inquitie into the cloſe 
and hidden paſſages of his heart, he ſhould find many blacke 
and bloody proic&t>,for compaſſing revenge cuen vpon ſur- 
miſed oppolites; many ambitions ſſeps built vpon flatterie 
and diſſembling, baſeneſſe and bribery for bis riſing and 


preterments ; many liinging {warmes of fierie luſts and im- 


pure thoughts, which are either ſpent in ſpeculative wan- 
tonneſſe and the adultet es of the heart, or elſe for feare of 
the worlds notice, breake out only into a ſtrange and ſecret 
filthineſlc, In a word,vnder the vaile of his outward relipi- 
ouſneſſe, he ſhould ſee a perte&t anatomie of the infinite and 
deceittull corruptions of the heart ot man, and many plau- 
ſible and politike conuciances to bleare the cyes of the 
world, howloeuer wretched man vpon his owne ſillie and 
torlorne ſoule he certainly drawes an exceeding waight of 
yengcance, This kinde of hypocrite is wore miſetable and 

of Ieflc hope then the open ſinner, 
Fu ſt, becauſe he ſiuneth againſt che light of his coſcience, 
which 
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which manner of ſinning makes him incapable of ſaui g 
races. For how can that heart. which to naturall hatdneſſe 
addeth a voluntary obfirmation in ſinne and teſiſtance to 
godiy motions, receiue the ſoftening and ſanctifying ſpirit 
of God ? How ſhould thoſe vnruly affections be raved by 
the power of religion, who pleaſe themſelues, and hold ir 
their greateſt glory to ſeeme molt moderate outwardly, 
when inwardly they boile moſt intemperately in luſt, pride, 
malice, contempt of zealous ſimplicity, and in other fe uleſt 
pollutions? How ſhould che brightneſſe of wiſedome ſhine, 
where the windowes ot the ſoule ate ſhut cloſe, wiltully and 
vpon ſet purpoſe ? 
Secondly, by reaſon ofthe ſhining lampe of an outward 


profeſſion, howſoeuer he want the _ of prace in his heart, 


he ſo daz es the eyes of men, that he barres himſelfe ot thofe 
reproofes and wholeſome admonitions, whereby the open 
ſinner is many times confounded and amazed in his conſci- 
ence, humbled and caſt downe in himſelte, and happily re- 
claimed and conuerted, 

Thirdly, all publike reprehenſions and advertiſements 
from the minittery ofthe word, although they be as ſo ma- 
ny loud cries ſounding in his cares, to awake him out of the 
dead ſlumber of hypocriſie; hee either interprets to proceed 
from ſome particular malice, or indiſcreet heate ; and fo 
paſſes them over with a bitter and peremptory cenſure : or 
elſe out of the pride of his heart he pofteth them ouer from 
himſelte, as not infamous or notorious in the worlds opi- 
nion. and transfers them vpon the open ſinners, being als 
ſured that in the iudgement of others, whom hee blindes 
on deludes by his Art of Sceming, they belong not to 

m. | 
Fourthly, he is iuſtly obnoxious to an extraordinary mea» 
fure of Gods hatred and indignation. For every ingenuous 
man out ofthe grounds of morality, holdeth in greatett de- 
teſtation a doubling and diſſen bling companion; as a felg 
low of extteme baſeneſſe od ferutlive, mot} vnwerehy to 


be entettained either into lus iu ward aftections 21d pro- 
bauon, 
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bation,or outward ſcruices and imployments; how much 
more the God ot heauen and earth, V ho ſeeth cleerely into 
the inmoſt cloſet of the heart? For hell and deſtruction are 
before the Lotd, how much more the hearts of the ſonnes of 
men? lay, how much more mutt he nceds double his infi- 
nite hatred of (in againſt the double N of hypocriſie? 
how mult his ſoule abhorre that wretched creature, which 
beares the world in hand, and makes a ſhew vnto men, that 
he ſtands tor God and his honour and ſervice; but indeede 
is a cloſe factor for Satan, his owne pleaſures and the powers 
of darknefle ? And as the hypocrite is ſubiect to Gods extra- 
ordinarie hatred; ſo is he hable to an extraordinarie weight 
of vengeance: For when the wrath of the Lord is once en- 
kindled againſt him, it is powred out like fire, and burnes 
eucato the bottome of hell, His feare commeth like an hor- 
rible deſolation, and his deſſruction like a whirlewind, Ter- 
rors ſhall take him as waters, and a tempeſt ſhall carric him 
away by night: And ſo certaine are theſe plagues, that as 
though the hypocrite were alreadie turned into a diuell, or 
into the very fierie lake, it is ſaid in the Goſpel, of other ſin- 
ners, that they ſhall haue their portion with the hypocrite, 
where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 

Good Lord, it is ſtrange and featefull, that ſo noble and 
excellent a creature as man, endued with reaſon and vnder- 
ſtanding like an Angell of God; having beſides the pre- 
. ciouſnes of the holy booke of God, thoſe great and vniuer- 
ſall motives, the immortalitic of the ſoule, the reſurrection 
ofthe dead, the ioyes ofthe kingdom of heauen, the endleſſe 

aines ofthe wicked, which except he be a damned Atheiſt, 
= doth certaialie beleeue; and whereas hee might live on 
earth with vnconquerable comfort, and ſhine hereafter as 
the brightnefle of the firmament, bee a companion of Saints 
and Angels, and ſtand inthe glorious preſence of the high - 
eſt Maieſtie for euer and ever: yet forall this will euen wil- 
fully againſt the light of his conſcience, and with the cer- 
taine knowledge of his heart, by his groſſe hypocriſie, ſe- 
cret abominations and vncleannes, ptiuie practiſes for ſome 


wretched 
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wretched pleaſures and preferments, make himſelfe in the 
es of God, howſocuer we men, avery incarnate 
diuell vpon earth; and after this life, iuſtly heape vpon his 
body and ſoule all the horrors and deſpaires, tortures and 
plagues which a created nature is capable of 
On that the hypocrite would 'confider theſe things in 
time, left the wrath and fiery iealouſie of the Lord breake 
forth ypon him ſuddenly and incuitably like ſorrowes vpon 
2 voman in trauell, and teare him in pieces when there 
none that can deliver him! Well may he carry the matter 
ſmoorhly for a time, and by his iugling diſſimulation caſt a 
miſt about him, and inwrap himſelfe in datkneſſe from the 
eycof the world; yet let him know that in the meane time 
his ſinnes are writing by the hand of Gods iuſtice, with the 
point of a Diamond in the regiſter of his conſcience, and 
when their number and meaſure is accompliſhed, the Lord 
will come againſt him even with whole armies of plagues 
and yengeance, as againſt the moſt hatcfull ebie& of his re- 
uenging iuſtice, the moſibaſe and vnnaturall Oppoſite to ſo 
pure a Maieſty, and the moſt notorious and tranſcendent 
inſtrument of Satans doepeſt malice. 
This kinde of hypocrite belongs not to my preſent pur. 
poſe: and therefore Ileaue him. without ſound and timely re- 
entance, to ſome ſtrange and markable iudgement euen in 
this life: Or if he paſſe theſe ſew daies honorably and proſ- 
perouſly, as it is many times the lot of the wicked, let him 
expect vpon his deaths, bed the fiery darts of Satan empo 
ſoned with helliſh malice and cruelty, to be faſtned deeply 
in his ſoule, aud ſuch pangs and anguiſh of — tht 
will poſſeſſe him of hell before hand. Or if he depart out of 
this world without ſenſe of his ſinne, or elſe at the beſt with 
ſome formall and perfunctory ſhow of penitency, yet let 
his heart tremble for the feares that it ſhall feare at the great 
and terrible day ofthe Lord, when the vizard of his hypo- 
criſie ſhall certainly be pulled offhis face, and he aſhamed 
and confounded in the preſence of the bleſſed Trinitie, o 
Angels, and all the men that euer were, and irrecc i 
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abandoned from the face of God and from the fruition of 
his ioyes, to the moſt conjumingfAlame of the fire ofhell,and 
the lothſomett dungeon ofthe bottomleſſe pit. 

The third kinde ot hypocribe is formall bypocrifie, by 
which a man doch not onely deceive others with a ſhow of 
pictic and outv ard forme of religion; but alſo his owne 
heatt with a falſe conceit and — that he is in a bap- 
pie ſtate, when as in truth his ſoule was neuer yet ſeaſoned 
with ſauing grace and the power of religion. And | beſcech 
you marke me in this point : it is of greateſt conſequence to 
euery one fora ſound triall and examination of the ſtate of 
his conſcience, whether he yer liue the life of God, and fland 
in the ſtate of grace, ot lieenthralled in the fetters and flaye- 
rie ot ſinne and Satan. For herein I mutt tell you how farte 
a man may procced in out ward profeſſion of che truth, in ſué- 
pernaturall decreaſe of ſinfulneſſe, in ſome kinds and mea- 
{ure of inv atd graces, & yet come vtterly ſhort of true hap- 
pineſſe; and vnhout an addition of the truth of regeneta- 
tion and a found conuetſion, ſhall be cut off for euer from all 
hope of immortality, and ſhall neuet be able to tand firme 
and ſute in the day of the Lord Ieſus. 

For a more perſpicuous expl cation of this point, con- 
ceiue with me hoſe perfeclious which may befall a man as 
yet vntegenerate and in ſtate of damnation. | 

We may ſuppoſe in him: firſt, all thoſe gifts which the 

ſſibilitie of nature can conferreypon him, all ornaments 
of Arts and knowledge, of wiſedame and policy, not onely 
that which ispurchaled by experience, obſeruation,and im- 
ployment in poynts of State ; but alſo the {pirit of gouerne- 
ment, as Sau had. Jo theſe we may adde, gentleneſſe and 
faireneſſe of conditions, an exactneſſe of ciuill honeſty and 
morall juſtice, immunity from groſſe and infamous ſinnes, 
And thus far the Heathens may goe: And thus farre we pro- 
ceeded in our laſt Diſcourſe. But in theſe times of Chriſtia- 
nitie a reprobate may goe farte further then euer the moſt 
innocent Heathen that euer lived could poſſiblie; though 
ſome of chem yere admirable for their milde and mercifull 
diſpoſition 
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diſpo ſition, ſame ſor their vertuous ſeuerity, ſome for inte- 

Tot life ſome for conſtancy and reſolution in ge 
ome for preferring · the vnſpot of their life heface 
moſt exquiſit tortures. For to all theſe he may adde a glorji- 
ous profeſſion of the Goſpell, a performance of all outward 
duties and exerciſes of religion, many works of charity and 
monuments of his rich magnificence. Nay, beſides all this 
he may be made partakerot ſome meaſure of inwardillunk- 
nation, of a ſhadow of true regeneration, there being no 
grace effectually wrought in the faithfull, whereof a reſem- 
blance may not be found in the vnregenetate. This laſt point 
will more ere vnto you out of the B, of Lake, 
and the 6. to the Hebrewes. Wo 

In the 8. of Lake, the hcarer reſembled vnto the ſton! 
graund, is the formall WN ; who is there ſaid, to be- 
leeue fot a time, and therefore by the inward, though more. 
generall and inferiour working of the ſpirit, may haue a 
remporarie faith begot in him. In which faith we may con- 
ſider theſe degrees. 4 

Firſt, he may be endued with vnderſtanding and know- 
ledge in the word of God. FE, 

He may be perſwaded that it is diuinely inſpired, and that 
it is moſt true. 

He may ſee cleerelyby the law of God the grieuous in- 
tollerablenes of his ſinnes, and the heauie judgements due 
vnto them. | | 

He may be amazed and terrified with ſearefull horrot, 
and remorſe of conſcience for his ſinnes. 

He may giue aſſent vnto the couenant of grace in Chriſt, 
as moſt certaine and ſure ; and may conceiue, that Chriſts 
merits are of an inualuable price, and a moſt pretious reſto- 
ratiue to alanguiſhing ſoule. * 

He may be perſwaded in a generalitie and conſuſed man- 
aner, chat the Lord wil make good his couenant of grace vn- 
to the members of bis Church; and that he will plentiſully 
perſorme all the promiſes of happineſſe vpon his children. 
He may be troubled in minde — ith grudgings and diſtra- 
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ctions, with relu@ation and ſeruples before the commiſſion 
of ſinne, out ofthe ſtrength of naturall conſcience, ſeconded 
with a ſeruile apprehenſion of divine vengeance, but eſpeci- 
ally illightned with ſome glimmerings of this temporary 
faith. Much a do was there cuen with Pilate, inward trouble 
and tergiuerſation, before hee would bee brought to giue 
iudgement on Chriti, Herod was forry before he beheaded. 
Iobn Napt iſt. And theſe men, I hope, were farre ſhort of the 
perfections attainable by the formall hypocrite, 

Aſter a ſinne committed befides the out ward formes of 
humiliation, by the power of this teinpotary faith, hee may 
be inwardly couches and affected with (ome kinde and de- 
gree of repentance and ſorrow ; Imeane nor onely that 
which is a preparatiue to deſpaire and helliſh Horror, but 
which may ſometimes preuent temporall iudgements, as in 
Ac hab, and with a ſſumbering and ſuperficiall quiet, ſecure 
the conſcience fora time, And from this faith may prin 
fruites: Some kind and meaſure of hope, touc, patience a 
other graces. It is ſaid in the Euangelifts, that that hearer 
which we call the formall hypocrite, teceiues the word with 
oy. Whence may be gathered : 

Firſt, that with. willingneſſe and cheerefulneſſe, hee may 
ſubmit himſelfe to the miniſtery of the word. 

Wich forwardnefle and joyfulneffe, hee may follow end 
frequent Sermons. | 

With a diſcourſe ofthe ſufferings of Chriſt, he may be mo- 
ued cuen vnto teares for — indignation, that ſo 
glorious and infinite innocency ſhould be vext with all ma- 
ner of indignities and totments for the groſſe and wilfull 
impicties ot ſinfull men, 

He may loue and teuerence, giue countenance and patro- 
nage to the Minifters, whom he heares with gladneffe, For 
it is the nature of man, to be kindly and louingly affected 
ito him that brings him a meſſage of ioy and comfort. = 

He may efteeme the negligent, or no hearers of the word 
of God, as prophane and of ſeared conſciences : which doe 
not onely abandon the neceſſary meanes of * 

that 
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that with more ſecurity and abſoluteneſſe reape int 
this res ſenſuall profit or pleaſure ſoeuer the world 
yeeldeth, endeuour to baniſh and extinguifh all thought 
and notice of heauen or holineſſe. Bun 
The word of God by this temporary faith and othex gra- 
ces may worke ſuch a hs e in him, as is called the vncleane 
ſpirits going ont of a man: Matth. 12.43. A flying from the pol- 
lation of the world: 2. Pet. 2. 20. Awahing:2.Pet.2.22. And 
may haue ſuch power vpon him, that he may do many things 
thereafter. Herod is ſaid to haue reuerenced lobn, to haut 
heard him gladly, and to haue done many things:Marke 6. 20. 

To theſe for illuſtration, and becauſe we are hereafterto 
conſider their differences from a true, entire and yniuerſall 
ſanctification; we may adde thoſe five degrees incident to 
the reprobate: Heb. s. . | 

Firſt, he may be illightned in his vnderſtanding, with 
ſome glimpſes ofheauenly light. | 

Secondly, he may haue ſome taſte in the heart of the hea- 
uenly pift. | 

Thirdly, he may be made partaker of the holy Ghoſt, the 
author and fountaine of all graces. 

He may in ſome meaſure enioy the good word of God, 
the —.— inſtrument of the on of ſoules. 

e may haue ſome taſte and feeling euen of the powers 
of the world to come. 

Nay, and beſides all the ſe, that whichi nailes him faſt ynto 
formality, and makes him with contentwent to walke in a 
1 courſe of out ward profeſſion, is a perſwaſion that 

e is already in the way ofliſe, when as yet he ncuer entred 
no not the very firſt ſtep vnto it. For indeed he may be per- 
ſwaded, though from falſe and miſtaken grounds, that leis 
rich in heauenly things and hath need of nothing, and that 
he is already poſſeſſed of the kingdome of grace, & intituled 
to the kingdome of glory ; and yet be moſt wretched and 
— r blind, and naked. His ſtate in this 
caſe being not vnlike the dreame of a poore or hu 
which inkis ſleepe filleth himſelfe — of andes, 
H 3 or 
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or tumbles himſelſe amid his rich treaſures and heapes of 
gold: but hen he awaketb,behold he is faint, his ſoule lon - 
gech, and he embtaceth nothing but einptines and aire: yea, 
and beſides, the very imaginary truition of his ſuppoſed hap- 
pincſle, when he is awaked, encreaſcth his languiſhing, and 
doubles the ſenſe of his neceſſities. Euen ſo the formall hy- 
pocrite in this life dreames of much comfort to come,makes 
{ure of beauen, thinkes himſelſe the only man, his wive»or ier 
auas as the Apoſtle calles it, his forme of godlineſſe in bis con- 
ceit, is the only trucſtate of ſaluation; whatlocuer is ſhort 
of hin, is prophanenes; wharſocuer is aboue him is preciſe- 
nes. But when vpon his deaths-bed hee awaketh, and hath 
his conſcience illightned, and his particular ſinnes revealed 
vnto him, in ſtead of catching a crowne of glory, which he 
hath vainly poſſeſt in his hopefull ſecurity, E graſpeth no- 
thing but feare and amazement, anguiſh and ſorrow. Yea, 
and now his former falſe perſwaſion of his happy ſtate en- 
largeth the gulfe of his deſpaite, and makes him more ſcn- 
ſible ofhis preſent and vnexpected miſeties. 

Giue me leaue, I beſcech you, to enlarge this point, and to 
acquaint you with ſome reaſons of this perſwaſion. For a 
falſe perſwaſion of already being in the ſtate of grace, is a 
barre that keepes thouſands from the ate of grace indeed, 

The good ſpirit of God you know doth perſwade cuery 
regenerate man by a ſweete and ſilent inſpiration, out of a 
conſideration of an vniuetſal change and ſanctification, and 

reſent ſincerity in all the powers and parts of his ſoule and 
body, & calling, that he is moſt certainly in the ſlate of grace 
and heirc ofheauen. Whence ſpring perpetually whole ri- 
uers of vnſpcakeable comfort, that moſt then reſreſh his 
ſoule n is ncereſt to be ouerwhelmed of the maine 
Ocean of the worlds bitternes and preſſures. 

In a lying reſemblance to this ſacred worke ofthe holie 
Ghoſt in the hearts of Gods children, Satan leſt he be wan- 
ting to his, puts onthe glory of an angell of light; and inſi- 
nuateth into the imagination of the formall hypocrite ſome 
flaſhes of comfort and conceits that hee is in ſtate of grace, 


and 


and ſhall be ſaued, Whence iflues a curſed ſecurity, a wret- 
ched oppoſition to more ſincerity then he finds in hinſelfe; 
2a (lumber and benummedaes of conſcience, an impatie 
of hauing his formalicie cenſured by the miniſtery of the 
word; a neglect of a more found ſearch into the Rate of his 
ſoule. For Satan in his Angelicall forme tels him that more 
ſtrictneſſe and purity is but onely a proud hypoerifie and 
pretence of ſuchas affect a tranfcendencie aboue the ordi- 
nary degrees of holineſſe, and bids him rake heed of being 
too bats and pragmaticall in taking notice of every ſmall 
corruption and infirmitie ; for tendernes of conſcience, and 
a toa nice apprehenſiuenes of euery little ſinne, will yncom- 
fortably euchaine him to Melancholie, Vnſociablenes, and 
ſome degrees of deſpaire. And how ſocuer, ſaith Satan, ſome 
Preachers of preciſer humour out of their vnhallowed zeale 
and cenſorious auſteritie breathe out nothing againſt thee 
but fire and brimſtone, indignation and wrath, damnation 
and horror; yet take not thele things to heart, but let ſuch 
peremptory comminations paſſe as malicious thunderbolts, 
diſcharged from too fierie ſpirits, begot by indiſcreet heate, 
and directed to priuate ends. Thus this wilie ſerpent cries 
peace, peace vnto his ſoule, when God knowes there is no 
eace towards, but noiſe and tumbling of garments in 
lood, and burning and deuouring of fire. The conſcience 
indeed may bee aſleepe for a while, like a fierce wilde beaſt 
acherii g vigour and puiſſance, that being awaked by the 
— of God at the approch of ſickneſſe or death, may more 
implacably rent, deuoure and torment for euer. 


But I come to the grounds of this perſwaſion. I told yee 
before that the ſpitit of God aſſures his children that they 


are in ſtate of grace, out of a conſideration of an vniuerſall 


ſinceritic in all their wayes. But Satan for bis children hath 
other reaſons, which I conceiue tobe ſuch as theſe : 
Firſt,the formall hypocrite is notably confirmed that his 


ſtate is good, when he compares himſelfe with thoſe which 


are more ſinſull: as Murdeters, Adulterers, Drunkards, 


Prophaners of the Sabbath, Vſurers, Swearers, W le- 
ers 
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ters out of the word of God, & ſellowes of ſuch notorious 
ranke. But if beſides the 1 of theſe, his conſcience 

br able to informe him of his ciuill honeſty, externall iu- 

lice, ſome workes of charity, & c. why then the matter is 

put out of al controuetſie, and he preſently-canonined a faint 

in his owne.conceit, You may fee his picture in the 18. of 
Luke: O God I thanke thee,that I am not as other men are, ex- 
tertioveri, uninſt, adulterers,or as this Publican. There is his 

exemption from common prophanenes. / faſt twice in the 
weeke, I gine tithes of all that I poſſeſſe. There is his ourward 

juftice and religious ſolennities. But you muſt not conceiue 

that the formall hypocrite doth proclaime this in publike 
with ſuch groſſe and palpable oftentation : Nay, perhape 
when it ariſes he lets it not reſt long in his owne thoughts, 
leſt by this vanity his vertues loſe their grace, and hee his 

comfort. But certaine it is, a conſciouſnes of his being free 

from infamous impieties, of his morall honeſty, perfor- 
mance of outward duties of religion, and ſome inward, in 

ſome meaſure, though not yniuerſally,nor to y degree of the 
children of God, is one of the beſt grounds he hath for his 

aſſurance of being in ſtate of ſaluation. Parallel to this of 
Late is that;Prouetbs 30. vetſ. i 2. Ibere is a generation that 

are pure in their own conceit and yet are not waſhed from their 
filthineſſe, That is, they imagine their temper of religion, 
theit pitch ofholineſſe, their formall Chriſtianity to be the 

very right path to heauen, When indeede they were neuer 
truly humbled with a ſenſe and ſight of their ſinnes out of 
the law and judgements of God, They were neuer acquain- 
ted with the pangs of conſcience in a ne birth, or the my- 
ſteries of ſaluation: but within are full of hollow. hearted- 
nes, luke warmenes and much bitternes againſt true godli- 
nefle and the power thereof, 

The ſecond reaſon whereby the ſormall hypocrite is mo- 
ued to thinke his ſtate to be goad, and the way of his life to 
be right, is a preiudice which he conceiues from the impu- 
tations which the world laieth vpon the children of Cod: 
ſuch as are Pride, Hypocriſie, Singularity, Melancholie 


. 12 Im 
Simplicitie . 


4 Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 41 
Simplicitie and the like. But before I deſcend to theſe par- 
ticulars, giue me leaue to propoſe ynto you the fountaine 
and ground of them, which I take to bee, that great and 
eternall oppoſition which is naturally betwixt light and 
datkneſſe, the life of grace, and a death in ſinne, ſincetitie 
and prophaneneſſe, the children of God and the wicked. 


Gods children, you know, in this world liue as ſheepe a- 


mongſt wolues, In the ſtormie times of the Church their 
perſecutors are indeed euen wolues in the euening, for their 
inſatiable crueltie and vnquenchable thirſt in drinking vp 
the blood of the Saints: And in the Halcyon daies and fai - 
reſt times of the Church, yet they haue thoſe which will be 
prickes in their eyes, and thornes in their fides, It they can- 
not vexe them in a higher degree, yet they will bee ſure to 
lay on loade with bale indignities, di'graces, flanders and 
lying imputations. And their hatred is of that ſtrange na- 
ture and qualitie, that it is diſcharged euen againſt che 
goodneſſe of the godly, their zeale, their forwardneſſe in 
religion, their faithfulneſſe in their calling and the like, as a- 


gainſt it proper obiect. This is plaine in ſeremie Ieremie Chap. 15. 10. 


neither borrowed on vſutie, nor lent on vſurie, hee was free 
from all colour of giuing offence ot doing wrong: Nay, his 
gracious heart was ſo wholly melted in compaſſion, that he 
wiſhed that his head were full of water, and his eyes a foun- 
taine of teares,that he might weepe day and night for the” 
deſtructions of his people. And yet of that people euery one 
contended againſt him, there was not a man but hee cutſed 
him. The onely reaſon was, becauſe whatſoeuer the Lord 
ſaid, that hee faithfully ſpoke, and kept nothing backe, but 
ſhewed them all the counſell of God. It is yet more plaine 
in Daxid, Pſal. 3 8. 20. They alſo that reward cuill for good, 
are mine aduerſaries, becauſe I follow goodneſſe. The word 
there inthe originall inſinuateth ſuch an extreme and dead- 


* 


lie hatred, that from thence comes the Diuels name, Satan. ww 


So that howſoeuer this enmitic betwixtthe world and the 
children of light be many times bridled by the reſtraining 
ſpirit of God, ſometimes by the ingenuouſneſſe of the wie- 


ked 
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ked, or their morall yertue or policie or ſome by- reſpect, or 
by accident bee turned into loue; becauſe by the preſence 
and prayers of the godlie they many times eſcape iudge- 
ments, and receiue bleſſings. Vet I ſay, bowſoeuer it bee 
thus bridled, in it ſelfe it is more then ordinarie or naturall, 
and hath in it ſome degree and mixture of helliſh virulen- 
cic, Ordinatie hatred expires in the done fall of his aduer- 
rie: Nay, any one of generous minde out of che intereſt he 
chalengeth in the common fate of humanitie, will commi- 
ſerate — diſtreſſe and affliction euen of his greateſt and ba- 
ſeſt enemie; but much more of one of noble ſpirit and emi- 
nent worth, and more then that, of one that hath followed 
him with all offices of kindneſſe and loue: yet the flame of 
this hatred is ſo fierce and ſo ſet on fire by hell, that it is not 
extinguiſned euen with the blood of his ſuppoſed Oppoſite, 
but barbarouſly ſports in his miſeries, and with inſolencie 
examples vpõ his deſolations. This appeareth cleerely in the 
example of Dauid Pſal. 3 5. 1 5. Hut in mine aduerſitie they re- 
ioyced, and gathered thiſelues together : the abiects aſſembled 
themſelues againſt me, and [hnew 8 tare me and ceaſed 
not. Who without indignation can thinke vpon theſe leaud 
companions and baſe drunkards, that with the falſe ſcoffers 
at bankets gnaſhed their teeth, and cruelly inſulted over the 
miſerie and diſgrace of that man, that was a man after Gods 
owne heart, of incomparable excellencie, and ſo kindly af- 
ſected towards them, that when they were ſicke he clothed 
himſelfe with a ſacke, he humbled his ſoule with faſting, and 
meurned as one that mourneth for his mother. You ſee 
then the fountaine both of the greater floods of bloodie 
perſecutions,and the leſſer ſtreames of inferiour yexations 
as ſlanders, xailings and falſe imputations. To ſome particu» 
lars whereof Inow come: | 

Firſt for Pride. It is moſt certaine that Pride truly ſo cal- 
led, is the moſt peſſilent and incompatible Oppoſite that 
Grice hath: and therefore hee chat is molt ſanctified, moſt 
f.ghts againſt it, For beſides that this fierie dart is deepelie 


impoyloaed in our corrupted nature, Satan knowes out of 


his 
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his own experiẽ ce how to — with notable cunnin 
and he followes this weapon with ſuch eagernes and co 
dence, that after it is broken vpon the ſhield of faith, yet he 
labours with might and maine to faſten ſome ſplinter or o- 
ther,cuewin * wr. humbled for fin and yowed vnto the 
ſeruice of God, as I told you inthe firſt part of priuie hypo- 
criſie. But I appeale vnto the conſciences of the children of 
God, whether many times the world doth not interpret 
that to be pride in their actions & cariage, Which is nothing 
elſe but a gracious freedome of ſpirit, ariſing from a conſci- 
ouſnes of their innocencie and independancie,wherby they 
are inabled to ſtand with courage againſt * and 
the ſins of the time, to follow good cauſes with boldnefle, 
with reſolution to defend a knowne and warrantable truth, 
and indeed to prefer the ſaluation of their ſoules before the 
gaining of the whole world. Innocency makes them as bold 


as Lions: The wicked flce wh n none purſneth ; but the righ- prou. 18. c. 


teous are bold as a Lion And their warrant is out of Iſai. 5 1. 
verſ. 7. S. Hearken vnto me ye that know righteonſnes,the peo- 
ple in whoſe beart 1s my Lam. Feare ye not the reproch of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their rebnkes. For the moath ſhalleate 
them vp like a garment ,and the worme ſhal eate the like wooll: 
but my righteouſneſſe ſhall be for euer, and my ſaluation from 
generation to generation, Independancie holds their hearts 
vpright in all their actions, that they are neither ſwaid a 
by partialities, or ſecret relations to wrong ends. I meane 
not independancie in reſpeR of lawes, gouernment, au- 
thoritie, charitie, vnitie with the Church or the like, I means 
no ſuch independancie : but in reſpect of baſeneſſe, flattery, 
corruption, temporizing, indirect proſecution oftheir ho- 
nours and preferments,&c, which are fetters of Satan, by 
which he confines many to a wretched ſlauery euen in this 
life, and without repentance to endleſſe miſerie hereafter. 
Secondly, hypocriſie is many times by the world vniuſtly 
laid vnto the — of the children of God, Dauid had his 
ful portion in this impuration,as appeareth in many Pſalms. 
The cauſes for this time I conceiue to be two, 190 
12 
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The firſt may bee ſuſpiciouſneſſe, an argument euer of 
worthleſneſſe and impotencie. For inſufficiencie is moſt ap- 
prehenſiue and ſuſpicious. know there is a godly iealouſie, 
and a iealouſie of ſtate; but I meane that ſuſpition which is 
oppoſed as an extreame to that iimperfect vertue, the Mora- 
lifts call immunity from ſuſpition,by which a man doth caſt 
the worth, actions and affections of another in his owne 
mould and thinks euery man obnoxious to al the infirmities 
he finds in himſelf, Hence it is,that he which indeed is truly 
an hypocrne,and neuer paſſed the perfeclion of the Phatiſie, 
doth molt confidently brand the childe of God with that 
name, hoping therby to giue ſome poore ſatisfaction to his 
owne thoughts, that would gladly reſt in a formalitic, and 
notice to the world, that howloeuer there may be pretcn- 
ces, yet indeed there is none better then himſclte, 

The ſecond cauſe is a diſahilitie, and blindneſſe in the na- 
turall man of diſcerning and acknowledging the operations 
ot grace. Fot let a man bee otherwiſe neuer ſo eminently or 
yniuerſally qualified yet without the experience of the po- 
wer of godlineſſe pon his owne ſoule, he cannot ſee, he will 
not be perſwaded of the actions of grace in another man; 
and therefore interprets them to be nothing but hypocriſie, 
and only pretended, vaineglorioully to gaine an opinion of 
more then ordinarie pietie, What the conceit of an vnrege= 
nerate man is of the [tate of grace, is plaine out of the conte- 
rence of our bleſſed Sauiour & Nicodemns. Nicodemus was 
a great Rabbi in Iſtael, a famous Doctor in the Law and the 
Prophets, in which no doubt hee had many times read the 
doctrine of regeneration:yet whe he comes to be examined 
of the power & practiſe of it, he holds the new birth (with- 
out which no man can euet ſee God) to bee as impoſſible, as 
for an old man to returne into his mothers wombe and be 
borne againe. Euen ſuch is the indgement of others in bis 
Nate,ot the ftuites, effects and courſe ef ſanctification. And 
thertore I maruel that any child of God will afflict his ſoule, 
hang downe the head, or remit one iot of his zeale in good- 
neſſe tor vniuſt cenſutes in this kinde: ſich hee knowes that 


natural 
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naturall men though neuer ſo wiſe, fo learned, or glorious 
in the world, want ſpiritual taſte, and therefore cannot rel- 
liſli the fruits of the ſpirit, are blind and cannot ſee ot iudge 
of the light of grace, are in darkenefle and cannot compte- 
hendit. | | 

Thirdly,the formall hypocrite doth ſettle himſelfe with 
more reſoluedneſſe in his opinion ot being in ſtate of grace, 
when hee ſees the world account the children of God but a 
companie of fellowes, who, out of a proud ſingularitie, di- 
uide themſelues from the common faſhions and cuſtomes 
of che world; not confidering that if euer he meane to ſaue 
his ſoule, he mult be ſiugular too in holineſſe and ſanctifica- 
tion(tor Imeane not in vnwarrantable opinion, or ſepatati- 
on from the Church.) Except his righteouſneſſe exceed the 
the right eouſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſies, what ſingu- 
lar thing doth hee? that is, except to his ciuill honeflic and 
gurward performance of religious duties, there be added a 
ſingularitie of ſauing grace, and except beſides all other or- 
naments of mind, if it were poſſible, poſſeſt in ful perfection, 
there be yet moreouer inſpired that bleſſed and precious vi- 
gor that quickens him to eternall life, he cannot enter into 
the kingdome of heauen. | 

This note of ſingularitie hath in all ages been imputed to 
thoſe,that with a good conſcience haue laboured to keepe 
themſelues blameleſſe and pure in the midſt of a naughtie 
and crooked generation. Behold, ſaith Iſaiah, chap. . ver. 18. 
I and the children whom the Lord hath giuen me, are as fignes 
and wonders in Iſrael, by the Lord of Hoſts, which awelleth in 
mount Sion. It had been no wonder had they been onely as 
ſignes and wonders amongſt the enemies of God, and na- 
tions of vncircumciſion; but that they ſhould be ſignes and 
wonders in Iſrael! God had choſen him but one little vine- 
yard amongſt all the ſpatious forefis of the earth; out of the 
glory of all the Kingdomes of the world he had choſen him 
but one handfull of people; and yet in that vineyard, his 
faithfull Ones are but as the berries after the ſhaking of an 
Olive tree, two or three inthe top of the vtmoſt boughs, & 
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foure or fiue inthe high branches, In that little people, his 
children are but as the firſt fruits: ſo that euen in Iſtael they 
ate become as monſters and (| of amazement. Then 
ſo it is indeed, that a man drawne out of the darkneſſe of this 
world andillightned with grace is like a ſtarte new created 
in the skic, that dra wet all the world to gaze vpon it. Nay, 
and he drawes not onely the cies of men vpon him, but is an 
eie · ſote vnto ths, For thus ſpeaketh the wicked of the righ- 
teous man; Wiſd. 2.15. 16. /t grieweth vs alſo to looks pon 
lum, for bus life is not [ke other mens : his waies are of another 
faſhion, He connteth vs as baſtards, and be withdraweth him- 
ſolfe from our waies as from filthineſſe;he commendeth greatly 

the latter end of the inſt, and boaſteth that God is his father. 
Fourthly, the formall hypocrite is well pleaſed with his 
preſent ſtate, and very vnwilling to embrace more forward- 
neſſe; becauſe it is commonly thought, that the Rate of a 
true Chriſtian indeed, is a life full of vncomfortableueſſe, 
melancholy, auſterity and ſadneſſe. The heart of man is na- 
— 2 of ioy and contentment, and is either weake- 
ly or ſtrongly refreſhed according to the vanity or ſoundnes 
of the comfort in which it repoſeth, but it mult either enioy 
it in ſome kind and meaſure, or it will waſte and conſume it 
ſelfe. Hence it is, that thoſe who want in ward and ſpir tuall 
joy ariſing from the teſtimony of a good conſcience, from 
an aſſurance of temiſſion of their ſinnes and the fauour of 
God, hunt after worldly contentments and carnall ioyes. At 
home in their owne hearts they finde little comfort, rather 
much terrour iftheir conſciences awake, and therefore they 
ſeeke to refreſh themſelues amid their treaſures, honors and 
ſports; at Plaies, in Tauernes, with merry company, and 
many other ſuch miſerable comforters; nay, they had rather 
be neceſſarily imployed then ſolitary, not ſo much to auoid 
idlenefle as bitings of conſcience, Vea, ſome had rather ceaſe 
to be men, then that their conſciences ſhould awake vpon 
them, and therefore they labour to keepe it aſleepe and to 
drowne ſorrow for ſinne, with powring in of ſtrong drinke. 
But let them looke vnto it, though it godowne pleaſantly; yet 
ſecretly 
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andinſenfibly it ſtren and ns 

92 f of the —— — — 
their viteation;for in the end faith * Salomon, it will bite lg Prou. 23. 32. 

45 , and hurt like a ( ochgtrice. 

This ourward and worldly ioy, becauſe the children of 
God doe not purſue ; becauſe they will not relie vpon 
thoſe broken ' of reed, they are eſteemed the onely 
melancholike and diſcontenred men. But I maruell when or 
with what eyes the worldlings looke ypon the faithfull 
Chriſtian, 

It may be, while he is yet in the ſore trauell of his news 
birth, and humbled vnder the mighty hand of God with 
affliction of conſcience for his ſinne. If ſo then they ſhould 
know that men muſt mourne for their fins as one that mour · 
neth for his onely ſon : and be ſory for them, as one is ſorry 
for the death of his firſt borne, There muſt be in them a 
mourning as the mourning of Hadadrimms in the of 
Megiddon:asit\s Zac. 12.11. And this ſorrow is a bleſſed 
ſorrow, for it brings forth immortality. And either them- 
ſelues muſt haue a part in it, or they ſhall neuer be made par- 
takers of the fulneſſe of ioy at Gods right hand. What 
though the childe of God lie for a night in the darkeneſſe of 
ſorrow and weeping for his ſimesꝰ marke a while, and the 
day will dane, and a day ſtarre will ariſe in his heart that 
wilaws ſet, vntil it hath conducted him vnto the light that 
no man can attaine vnto: The ſunne of righteouſnefle will 
preſently appeare and will drie away his teares, and with e- 
uerlaſting light will ſhine vpon him for cuermore. 

Bur it may bee the workings take notice tuen ofthe 
whole courſe and beſt ſtate of the child of God, and yet can 
ſee nothing therein but m— — 2 , and fad. 
auſterity, But then I muſt tell them they Jooke onely vpon 
him with carnall eyes and deceiue themſelues: for ſo Indeed 
he doth not appeare a boiſterous N5merede,or diſſolute Ruf» 
fler amid the vanities and delicacies of the world;that is for 
Sathansreuellers, who haue ſmiling countenances, but blee. 
ding conſeiences;glotious outſides but within nothing but 

tottenneſſe 


— 


48 4 Diſcomſeeſirachappineſſe. 


rottenneſſe and prophaneneſle, much laughing when the 
heart is ſorrowfull. But if they were able with illightened 
eyes to pierce into the inward parts of Gods childe, they 
ſhould ſee within, hope alreadie feaſting vpon the ioyes of 
eternitie : they ſhould ſee faith holding faſt the writings by 
which the kingdome of heauen is conueied ynto his foule, 
ſealed with the precious blood of the Sonne of God; that 
nor man nor divell1s able to wreſt out of it hand: They 
ſhould ſee the white ſtone mentioned in the Reuelation, 
wherein there is a new name written, which no man knows» 
eth ſauing hee that receiueth it, Whence ſpringeth ſuch a 
ſtrong comfort and high reſolution in the affaires of hea- 
uen, that no {word of the Tyrant, no flame of crueltie, not 
the combination of heauen and earth ſhall euer bee able to 
amaze, abate or extinguiſh. 

Fifthly, the formall 3 doth more confidently 
continue in a ſelſe- liking of his owne flate, though the ſtate 
of vnregeneration; becauſe hee ſeeth thoſe that beſides his 
outward forme of religion are indued with an inward and 
vnfained ſinceritie inal their waies, to be reputed but as the 
eflcouring of all things, the ſunple fellowes and preciſe 
fooles of . world. They haue indeed been ſo accounted in 
all ages. For the hearts of wicked men being ſtuft with pro- 
phanenes and earthly pleaſures, being ſwelled with ambi- 
tion and worldly wiſedeme, eaſily bring foorth pride and 
contempt : And therefore they looke a farte off at the chil- 
dren of God, as at fellowes of baſe and neglected condition, 
of low ſpirits, of humble reſolutions, of weak minds, vnable 
to manage affaires and occurrents for their preferments, of 
ne dexteritie to plant themſelues in the face and glorie of 
the world; when God knowes if they could be perſwaded 
that there were no heaven but pon earth; and that the po- 
wer and exerciſe of godlines were nothing but an vnneceſ- 
ſarie preciſeneſſe; if they would enlarge their conſciences 
proportionably to the vaſt gulte of the times corruptions; 
if they dutſt make a couenant with death and an agreement 
with hell, and put the euill day farre from them; ſure they 


might 
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mi er e great Ones in their Proĩects of 
policie and the precedencies of the world: — 
not, they dare not, they will neuer by the grace of God be 
ſo perſwaded; they are well content with their continuall 
fealt, a good conſcience, while the others are fatted with 
their wine and their corne and their _ againſt the day of 
ſlaughter, And the at that day they will change their minds. 
For go,I beſeech you, into the ſan ofthe Lord and vn- 
derſtand their end;they are now vp6 the (tage of this world 
in their full glocie; but were they as mightie as Leviathan, 
as cruell as Dragons; could they reare their honours to che 
height of y clouds, nay, aduance their thrones aboue beſide 
the ſtarres of God, yet they muſt downe, they haue but one 
part to play,they muſt make their beds in the duſt; and then 
when they are once diſroabde of their greatnes and glorie, 
and ſtript naked of their honors and preferments, and with- 
out all mitigation by worldlie comforts, left vnto the full 
rage ofa ſtinging conſcience; then they change their note 
and alter their iudgements, and ſigh for grieſe of minde, and 
ſay within — : Theſe are they whom we ſometime 
had in deriſion & in a parable of reproch:we fooles thought 
their life madneſſe, and their end without honour. How are 
they counted among the children of God, and their portion 
is among the Saints! Therefore we haue erred from the way 
of truth, and the light of righteouſnes hath not ſhined vnto 
vs, and the ſunne of ynderſtanding roſe not vpon vs: we haue 
wearied our ſelues in the way of wickedneſſe and deſtructi- 
on, and wee haue gone w dangerous waies: but wee 
haue not kaowne the way of the Lord. 

Bur here by the way I muſt giue this caueat leſt I bee mi- 
ſtaken in this laſt point, or that which followes : I doe not 
diuide by neceſſarie and ineuitable diuorce greatneſſe and 

odlineſſe, holineſſe and high places; God forbid : 1 make 
— them no other oppoſition then Dauid doth in the 
73. Pſalme, himſelſe being moſt holy and moſt honourable. 
Irather infinitely deſire to inflame the noble and worthie 
{pirits of all thoſe whom the Lord hath aduancedin giſts, in 
K greatneſſe, 
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reatneſſe,in honours, in gouernment or any kind of preee- 
Leue aboue their brethren, to a proportionable excellen- 
cie of zeale and ſanctification. For certainly as power, poli- 
cy, authority being abuſed and not ſanRified tothe owners, 
become in the meane time ſtrong pillars for the ſupporting 
of the kingdome of darkneſſe, peſtilent inftruments of much 
miſchicfe, and hereafter ſhall be ſoundly payed home with 
an anſwerable degree of extraordinarie vengeance, horrour 
and torment: ſo great wildome,preat knowledge, great ho- 
nours, being imployed impartially, reſolutely and vnreſer- 
vedly, in ſoliciting and furthering the cauſes of God, in 
ſtrengthening the cold and languiſhiog flate of his religion, 
in refieſhing the harts of his Saints which ordinarily are op- 
preft & diſgraced by the eruelties of prophane men, procure 
in the mean time great honor to his great name, great good 
vnto his Church, great joy vnto his Angels, great com- 
fort vnto the ſoules of the owners, and fairer and brighter 
crownes of glorie to theit heads in the world to come. And 
ſo I come to ih: 

Third reaſon, whereby the ſormall hypocrite doth falſe- 
ly perſwade himſelſe to be in the Rate oftrue happineſſe and 
faluation: and that is an outward happineſſe and ſucceſſe in 
worldly matters, much plenty and proſperity in his out w ard 
ſtate. For thus hee reaſons in his one thoughts, and playes 
the cunning ſophifter ro deceiue his owne ſoule. The Lord, 
thinkes he with himſclfe, hath marueilouſly encreaſed me in 
riches and honors, he hath ſtrangely conrinued vnto me m 
health and hearts deſites: Thi ſectet ivfluence of his bleſ- 
ſing hath ſtill followed and proſpered me in all my buſineſ- 
ſes and affaires; therefore fort hee conclude, vndoubtedl 
I am protected from aboue, my ſtate js the ſtate of grace, 
theſe many louing favours muſt needs argue, that] amin 
high fauour with God, and theſe outward bleſſings are 
ſignes that my ſeruices are ſanctified and accepted of him, 
But in the Schooles we ſhould tell him that this is a fallacie 
4 non-cauſa.For all outward happineſſes are for ſpeciall rea- 
ſons, and by particular indulgence more often, and very 


plentifully 
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plentifully in this world vouchſafed to the wicked and pro- 
phane. This appeares Ierem. 1 2. verſ. 1. 2. I herefore doth the 
way of the wicked proſper ? Why are all they in wealth that re- 
belliouſiy tranſgreſſe? Thou haſt planted the, and they haue ta- 
ben roote : they grow and bring forth fruit. Mal. 3. v.15. Euen 
they that works wickednes are ſet vp, and they that tempt God, 
yea,they are deliuered. Iob. 21. v. 7. &c. is herefore do the wic- 
hed line and waxe old, and grow in wealth ? I heir ſeede is eſta- 
bliſhed in their ſight with the,and their generation before their 

et. Their houſes are peaceable,and the rod of God is not vpon 
them. They ſend forth the v children like ſheepe,and their ſons 
Aunce. I bey tal the T abret & Harpe,and reioice in the ſound 

of the Organs. Let him therfore that thus concludes the hap- 
pineſſe of his ſoule from his worldly proſperitie, know and 
conſider, that as the end and reward of the godly and wie- 
ked is different in place aud nature the one being the high- 
eſt heauens, and the higheſt aduancement of the ſoule to the 
fulneſſe of glory and bliſſeʒthe other the loweſt hell, and the 
very cxtremity of the greateſt miſeries and vexations, which 
a created nature can poſſibly endure, So experience of all 
times teacheth vs, and heauenly iuſtice requires a contrarie 
manner of paſſage and proceeding to theſe ends, 

The wicked in this world do eaſily runne vp without rub 
or intertuption many times with acclamation and applauſe, 
all the golden ſteps of honours and pre ferments; but vpon 
the higheſt aire they finde the moſt{lipperic ſtanding, and 
the top of their eatthly felicitie is the moſt immediate and 
certaine deſcent vnto their greateſt downefall.They are roi- 
ally mounted hcere vpon earth, and gallop ſwiſtly ouer the 
faire and greene plaines of plentie and pleaſures; but at the 
end of il eir race they are overturned horſe and man, and 
tunih led headlong into the pit of deſtruction. an 
glide over the ſea of this world with full ſalle, with mu 
calmeneſſe and ſerenitie, and richly laden, but in the brigh- 
teſt Sunſhine, and when they leaſt ſuſpeRt it, they ſuddenly 
and without recouerie, ſinke into the gulſe of darknefſe and 


deſolation, 
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But it is iuſt otherwiſe with the children of God, for they 
many times in this their pilgrimage ſticke faſt in the mirie 
clay of pouertic and contempt, ſometimes they are incloſed 
euen in a horrible pit, as David ſpeakes,of feare and terrour 
of conſcience for their ſinnes. I 9 are by the way compa- 
nions to Dragons and Oftriches, they walke among rebels, 
thornes and Scorpions, that rent and teare, and fling them 
with many oppreſſions and cruell ſlanders. Neither is the 
danger in the way all; they haue perſecutors which are 
ſwitrer then the Eagles of the heauen, who purſue and hunt 
them vpon the mountaines euen like Partridges, and lurke 
for them in the wilderneſſe, as thoſe that lie in waite for 
blood. Nay, yet beſides all theſe vexations from the world, 
the immediate malice of hel raiſeth many tempeſis of temp- 
tation againſt them, and ſometimes euen all the waues and 
floods of God himſelſe goe over their heads. This the way, 
the race, and the euening of Gods children in this world; 
but ioy comes inthe morning,their end is peace, their re- 
ward isa bright morning ſtarre, their hauen is endleſſe hap- 
pineſſe and lite eternall. 

The reaſons of this contrarie ſtate and condition of the 
wicked and godly in this life may be theſe. Firſt for the flou- 
riſhing of the wicked. 

One reaſon may be, the notable cunning and policie of Sa- 
tan, in plotting and contriuing the proſperity of thoſe whom 
he perceives & hopes it wil inſnare, and in whoſe harts it be- 
gets hardnes. pride, inſolency and forgetting of God. For we 
muſt vnderſtand, that the diuell euer proportions his traines 
and temptations moſt exactly, euen at a haires breadth, to 
the tempers, humors & diſpoſitions of men. If he meet with 
an ambitious and working ſpirit, he is well enough content 
to lighten him the way to hell with ſome ray or beame of 
all that great glorie of the world which he Chriſt, if 
he will tall downe and worſhip him. Little cares he, ſo that 
he may keep a man faſt in his hold vntill the day of executi- 

on, whether in the meane time he lie in a lower dungeon of 
diſcontented retiredneſſe, or in the golden fetters of ſome 


more 
- 
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more honorable ſeruitude and glorious miſerie. Tfhe meere 
with a baſe and earthly minded fellow, that preferres a little 
tranſitorie traſh before the pretiouſneſſe of his one ſoule, 
and the laſting treaſures of immortalitie ; why he can eafily 
rouide a — wedge, and caſt in his wor to inrich him} 
can compaſſe for him, though by bloodie meanes and 
mercileſſe encloſure, a Naborhs vineyard to inlarge his poſ- 
ſeſſions. Fot all is one to him ſo he keepe him his one, whe- 
ther by want and pouertie hee driue a man to impatiencie, 
murmuring , and independencie the prouidence of 
God, or by heaping vpon him abundance of wealth, and fil- 
ling him a full cup of temporall happineſſe, he caſt him into a 
deepe ſleepe of carnall ſecuritie, and a ſenſeleſneſſe in al mat- 
ters of ſanctification and ſaluation. 
But whereas Satan hath found by much experience, that 
ſuch as are fenced with riches and honours, doe many times 
falſely aſſume vnto themſelues a conceit of greatneſſe and 
feeds protection, and immunitie from dangers, ſo 
that they are more feareleſſe of the iudgements of God, be- 
cauſe they ate not plagued like other men, more eareleſſe of 
ſtoring themſelues with ſpirituall comfort egainſt the day of 
viſitation, becauſe they are inthe meane time plentifully en- 
compaſſed with worldly comtentments, more regardles and 
neglectiue ofthe miniftery of the word, becauſe they would 
not willingly be tormented before vheir time ; therefore, I 
ſay, hee followes with more hope and better ſueceſſe this 
temptation by proſperitie. And the rather, becauſe croſſes, 
afflictions and heauie accidẽts, are many times lively inſtru- 
Rions and compulſions to bring a man to the knowledge of 
God and himſelſe; to abandon all confidence in earthlie 
things, and to embrace the molt comfortable and heauenly 
ſtate of true Chriſtians, Wherefore if any man be content to 
ſtand for Satans kingdome, either by open and p̃roſeſt im- 
pietie, or by cloſe conueiances and ſecret practiſes and con- 
nivencie;he will be ſure to prepare, incline and diſpoſe al oe- 
caſions, meanes and circumſtances for his aduancement into 
reputation with the world. And how potent hee is intheſe 
K 3 caſes, 
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caſes, yon may conceive, fith he ſwaies the corruptions of 
the time, ſich he rules and raignes in the harts and affections 
of the molt men; and is cuet the arch- plotter in all Simo- 
niacall, indirect, corrupt and ynconſcionable conſultations 
and compacts. 

The ſecond reaſon of the flouriſhing ofthe wicked in this 
life, is their large and vnlimited conſciences: For if a man 
once haue ſo hardned his heart by often grieving the good 
ſpirit of God, and repelling his holy motions;if he haue once 
lo darkned the eye of his conſcience, by offering violence to 
the tendetneſſe, and neglecting the checkes thereof, that he 
can now entertaine and digeſt without ſeruple or reluctati- 
on, any meanes though ueuet ſo indirect, any condition, 
though neuer fo baſe, any aduantage, though neuer ſo vn- 
conſcionable or diſhonourable ; it will be eaſie enough for 
himto thrive in the world and raiſe himfelfe. 

For what, I pray you, were not the Papiſts now able to 
do,who haue enlarged their conſciences like hell: nay,the 
haue ſtretched them beyond the whole compaſſe ot all hel- 
liſh darkneſſe, euen into a v of their owne ; what, I ſay, 
were not they able to do, except they were countermanded 
by chat irrefragable, eternall, and particular dectree of God, 
that Baby lon mult now downeas irrecouerably, as the great 
milone in the Reuelation caſt with violence into the ſea? 
Why certainly they were able by their policies & principles, 
not only to teeſtabliſi theit former Antichriſtian tyrannie, 
but to caſt the whole Chriſtian world, nay this & the other 
world & the whole frame of nature into combuſtion, dark- 
neſſe and confuſion. And no marvell:for theſe fellowes con- 
ſciences can without remorſe digeſt euen the ſacted blood 
of Kings, and ſwallow downe with delight the ruines and 
de ſolations of whole kingdomes. Their bloodie ſuperſtition 
hath ſo quite and fearctully extinguiſht all ſenſe of common 
honcltie, and put ont the light of naturall equitie, and the 
common notions of righe and wrong; that they broch with 
bold faces the curicd poilon of equiuocation,the diuels old 
impoſture in Oracles, a verie ſtraight paſſage to damned 


Atheiſme, 
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Atheiſme, and the diſſolution of all humane ſocietie: that to 
them the breach of the la des of God, of nature and nations, 
is meritorious and worthic canonization, if it ſerue any way 
to the aduancement of their execrable idolatrie; to the re- 
pairing of their decaying Babylon, and to reare their Italian 
[dell, the Prieſt of Rome yet a little higher aboue all that is 
called God. 

In this reſpect then, that the wicked dare enlarge theit 
conſciences to the vtmoſt bounds of any pleaſure, gaine or 
preferment, they haue gteat aduantage ſor the engtoſſing of 
all worldly happineſſe, and may eaſily purchaſe a Monopoly 
of earchly proſperity Out of this wide nes of conſcience pro- 
ceed much mincing and excuſing, many interpretatians, fa- 
uourable conſtructions, and diſſinctions of ſinnes. As for 
example, that Vſurie is oft wo forts, biting, and toothleſſe; 
when all kinde of Vſurie is peſtilent, and moſt certainelie 
damned in the booke of God. That Symonie is either buy- 
ing the giſts ofthe holy Ghoſt, or buying Church-livings ; 
as though this latter were not ſo foule and enormous, when 
it is able in ſhort time to bring a curſe and conſuſion vpon 
the moſt glorious and beſt ſetled Church in the world. That 
of lyes, ſome are pernicions, ſome ate officious, and for a 
greater good; when as euen the learneder ſchoolemen, who 
are far enough frõ preciſenes, hold euery kinde of lie to be a 
ſin indiſpenſable;whenas Auſtin that worthy father & great 
diſputer, admits not a lie forthe ſaluation ofa mans ſoule, 
which is far more worth then the Whole world: Nay when 
a man is not to tell a lie forthe glory of God, as it appeareth, 
Job. 1 3. then which there can be no greater good. Of Oathes, 
that ſome are greater and more bloodie; ſome are leſſer, or- 
dinaric and more tolerable; as though cuſtome and com- 
monneſſe made theſe latter excuſable and vnpuniſhable, 
when as the plague of God hangs continually ouer the head 
of what ſwearer ſocuer, readie euery houre to ſeaze vpon 
him, and ſinke him downe into the bottome of hell. The 
flying booke of Gods curſe and vengeance ſhall enter into 


the houſe of the ſwearer,and ſhall not only cut him off, but 
ſhall 


Chap. 3-10. 


Genel. 17.20, 
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ſhall conſume the very timber thereof, and the ones there- 
of. Neither doth this plague reſt within priuate walles, but it 
waſtes the gloric and proſpetitie of whole kingdomes. Be- 
cauſe of Oathes, ſaich leremie,the land mourneth, & the plea- 


ſant places of the wilderneſſe are dried vp:nay if it were poſſi- 


ble that the breath ofthe ſwearer ſhould reach vnto the hea. 
uens,it would euen ſtaine the glorie of the ſtarres, and rot 
thoſe faite and immortall bodies, it is infected with ſuch a 
canker and peſtilencie; and ſo immediatly ſtrikes at the face 
of Almightie God. Many other ſuch leaud diſtinctions of 
ſinnes there are, framed and followed by the ſenſuall, greedy 
and ambitious affections of prophane men, that they may 
more pleaſingly to ihen ſelues, and more plauſiblie ro the 
world, compaſle theit ends and deſires. No maruell then 
though they haue the wicked world at will. 

The third reaſon of the flouriſhing ofthe wicked, is, be- 
cauſe they are men of this world; and therefore they haue 
onely their portion and full felicitie heere. Their heauen is 
vpon earth: their pleaſures in their life time with the rich 


man in the Goſpell. For as the everlaſting covenant of in- 
ward peace, grace and glorie, is peculiarly confirmed to the 
children of the ſpirit : ſo many _ in great meaſure the 


tempotall promiſes of outward happineſſes are performed 
ypon the children of the fleſh, When God had eſtabliſhed 
vpon {ſaakthe everlaſting promiſes of loue, mercy and bleſ- 
ſednes : yet he was content to make Iſmael a great man vp- 
on earth. Concerning Iſmael, ſaith he to Abraham, I haue 
heard thee,loe I haus bleſſed him, and will make him fruit full, 
and will mu/tiplie him exceedingtly.Twelue Princes ſhall he be- 
get, and I will make a great nation of him. 

Fourthly and laſtly, the proſperitie of the wicked makes 
them more inexcuſable, and their damnation more iuſt be- 
fore the tribunall of God. For it is iuſt with him to bring a 
greater meaſure of tribulation and anguiſh vpon them, in 
whom his many fauors and louing kindneſſes haue brought 
forth vnthankfulnes & rebellion: & that wrath is moſt iuſtly 


returned vpon their heads, which by deſpiſing the riches of 
tys 
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his bountifulteſſe, and patience and long ee, leading 
chem to repentifce ; they haue heapt vp as a treaſure vntõ 
themſelues againſt the day of wrath, and of the declaration 
of the tuft ivdgement of God. | | 

You haue heard the reaſons of the happineſle of the wie- 
kedin this life : but it is not ſo with Gods children. For they 
muſt moutne in this yale of teares while the world reioy- 
ceth,” And as the Wicked are fild and fatted with weeldly 
happinefſe and plenty againſt the day of Wrath : ſo Gods 
children muſt be prepared and fitted with afflictlons, for the 
glory which ſhall be revealed, They are ſhortly to become 
inhabitants of that great and glorious citie, whole founda- 
tions are pretious ſtones, whoſe gates are Margatites whoſe 
ſtreets ate pure gold, as the ſhining glaſſe ; they muſt bee 
companions of the bleſſed Angels, and ſtand in the preſence 
of that great and ſacred Maictty ; and therefore in this life 
they muſt be caſt into the Lords furnace, that in the fire of 
affliction they may be more and more purified from earthli- 
neſſe and cortuption; and ſo with holineſſe and humilitie 
prepared for chat high perfection of heauenly beautie, glory 
and bliſſe. Let cuery godly man then with comfort and be- 
nefit vndergoe thoſe crofles which the Lord layeth vpon 
him: for they are vnto him as looking glafles, wherein God 
ſees his faith, and dependance vpon his prouidence ; the 
world his patience and conſtancy ; himſelfe the ſpots of his 
ſoule, his decayes of grace, the e of his conſcience, 
his neglect of the duties of his calling, tris coldneſſe in reli- 
gious leruices, his fall from his firſt loue : So that by them, 

od is pleaſed and glorified, others edified and inſſructed. 
— 277 humbled, recouered by repentance, and more ſan- 
Aified. 
I have ſtayed Jong ypon the third reaſoh of the formall 
hypocrites falſe erin of being in ſtate of grace. The 
reaſonis; beczufe ciuill honeſty, performance of outward 
duties of religion, and worldly proſperity meeting toge- 
ther in an vntegenetate man, many times breed a very firog 
conceit of his being the child of God, and an obſtinate im- 
| L patiency 
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atiency of hearkening ĩand ſtepping forward to grace, or 
4 —.— perfection. I come = to the fourth reaſon, 
whereby the formall hypocrite doth falſely perfwade him- 
ſelfe to be in the ate of true happineſſe and faluation, and 
that is: Lind BS bo 
A miſconceit of Gods iuſtice, and a ſtraining and racking 
ofhis mercy beyond his truth and iſe : ſo makivg the 
way to heauen broder thenthe $ hath made it, and 
hiruſclſe more bleſſed then he is indeed Mans heart ls natu- 
rally empoyſoned with pres and iſie, and therefore 
is hardly drawne heartily to acknowledge the 1 
nes of his ſinne;or that Gods eding againſt it with ſuch 
waight of vengeance is equall. Hence comes much indul- 
gence, and partiall cenſuring,of our owne fins, transferring 
them vpon allurements, occaſions, circumftances, neceſſity 
and the like: much leſſening and impairing Gods iuſtice, but 
amplifying his mercies, euen to the ſecuring of vnwarranta- 
ble courſes, Adam immediatly after his fall ſhifteth off his 
ſinne vpon his wife;nay,he is ſo blind in ſpiritual judgement 
of diuine purity, that rather then he mill crie guilty he will 
faſten the fault by conſequent pon God himſelfe. The wo- 
mas, ſaith he, which cthon.gaweſt to be with me, ſhe gau me of 
the tree, and I did eate. So gladly would fenſuall men per- 
ſwade themſelues, that either their fins deſerue not ſo #58 
account and great iudgements; or that God doth exerciſe 
too muchtigour in infliting them. For out oftheir world! 
wiſdome they meaſure and eſteeme the vnſpotted and infi- 
nite Ocean of the iuflice of God, by the finite, muddy and 
imperfe& ſtre ame of humane iuſtice. Lawes.and conſtituti» 
ons of ſtates and kingdomes are bridles to curbe and mo- 
derate our corruption, that we become ſociable and peacea- 
blezbut they cut off only from the Body politique by finall 
execution, thoſe that are of notorious and deſperate condi- 
tion, ſuch as are Theeues, Murtherers, Traitors and the like. 
A very proportionable conceit, I am perſwaded, of diuine 
juſtice and comminations in the law of God, lurkes in the 
hearts of many; they thinke that thoſe ſinnes that ariſe — 
uitably 


58 
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uitably out ofourcorrupt nature, or that are committed by 
ttrong temptation, or that are leſſe pernicious, are, I know 
not how, naturally pardonable ; and that if they be ofthe 
tiuiller ſort, if they be outwardly comformable in their liues, 
and harbour good meanings and intentions in matters of 
religion, though they neuer trouble themſelues with more 
ſtrictneſſe, and a courſe of ſanctification, yet they thinke 
that God will be mercifull in the end, and that it will goe 
well enough with them; and that only fellowes of infa- 
mous note, fuch as are ſwearers, liers, vſurers, adulterert 
and the like, ſhall be excluded finally out of heaven, ButT 
would haue theſe men know, that though the ſea of Gods 
mercy be bottomleſſe, though the promiſes of grace be ma- 
ny and pretious, yet not one drop of all that great ſea, not 
one iot of all thoſe gracious promiſes, belongs to any, ſaue 
onely vnto him that groanes and fighes ynder the heauie 
waight and burthen of his fins, that is of a broken and con- 
trite heart, that trembles at his word, that vndiſſembledly 
ſorrowes and repents for all his finnes,forſakes them, and re- 
ſignes vp himſelfe in holy obedience to all his Commande- 
ments. I would haue them know chat he is as ĩnſinitely iuſt, 
as he is infinitely merciſull, and will as certainly powre all 
the plagues and curſes in his booke he impenitent Hn- 
ner, as he will performe all his promiſes of grace tothe faith. 
—— een bereby the ſormall hypocrite doth falf 

The fifth reaſon w eform ite dot Vat 
perſwade himſelfeto be truely happy,and ſo — 6 
chat keeps him ſhort ofthe Rare of grace, may be this:When 
by ſome good motiõ of Gods ſpitir . in bim by the 
preaching ofthe word, he begins to ſet and addreſſe himſelſe 

— wie and exerciſe of religion, and to a faithfull 


to a 
and conftant courſe of true bolineſſe indeed 3 he preſently 


meets with a ſore and ſlrong bs orc by his own inward 


re: jun temptations of Satan, & yexation from the 
world; which e being very ſenſible of ſuch 
ſudden diflurbance from his former ſecurity, perfwades 


himſelfe; chat the prſſage to grace is not ſo tough and boi- 
L 2 ſterous, 
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ſte rous, and therefore retires and repoſeth himſelfe vpon his 
formall Chriſtianity, as the beſt ſtate he ſees any poſſibility 
of attaining vnto. But if he will ſaue his ſoule, he muſt ac- 
knowledge and feele by his own experience the truth of that 
ſaying of lſai. 59. 15. He that refraineth from euill, maketh 
himſelfe a prey. For what child of Cod is there truly conuer- 
ted, who at the very firſt ſtep out of the world, and the vani- 
ties therot, met not with many croſſes and diſcouragements? 
He knowes, and may remember full well whoſocuer he be, 
how his owne fleſh ſretted when it felt it ſelfe ſnaffled and 
guided by the Law of the ſpirit; how by making conſci- 
ence of ſinne he laid himſelfe more open to the aduantages, 
wrongs and iaſultations of his enemies; how the compani- 
ons of his former leaudneſſe and iniquity railed and raged a- 
gainſt him, as againſt an Apoſtata from good fellowſhip 
and high reſolution, And Satan, that he may giue edge and 
vigour to all theſe vexations, he buſily beſtirres himſelfe,and 
calis about to hinder our conuerſion. While a priſoner lies 
in a dungeon faſt in fetters, the Taylor is quiet and ſecure but 


if he once knocke off his bolts, breake the priſon and eſcape, 


there is preſently a tumultuous clamour in the houſe, the 
Country is raiſed, and he is followed with He and (ty - 
Euen ſo while we lie quietly in the captiuitie of ſinne, vnder 
the chaines of eternall death, he neither diſquiets himſelfe 
nor vs: But if by the mercies of God we be once enlarged, 
and ſer foot into the liberty and light of grace : why then all 
the pr of hell are preſently in armes and vprore, and 

with much malice and fury the inſttumentsof darkenes are 
ſet on foot to regaine vs into his kingdome. This point ap- 
peares in the fifth of the Canticles: Our bleſſed Saviour is 
there ſaid to ſtand at the doore and knocke,being full ofthe 
precious dew and drops of diuine grace, and waiting pati- 
ently in the cold and darkneſle of the night; but yet we ſee, 
what a do and ſtitre there is with the Chriſtian ſoule before 
ſhe can get vp out ofthe bed of pleaſures and vanitie ; the 
{weetnefle of finne and ſenſuality had ſo deepely poſſeſt and 
bewitched ber, that by. her excuſes and delaies ſhe hazards 


ſo 
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ſo great ſaluation and happines, rendered vnto her by her 
ſpouſe, Yea, and at length after ſhe is reſolued to renounce 
her pleaſures, and in ſome good meaſure hath conquered 


herinward corruptions,ſothat ſhe opens the doore and fol- 


lowes Chrilt ; beſides other troubles and encumbrances ſhe 
finds abroad, the very watchmen that ſhould haue told her 
the way, and directed her after her ſpouſe, euen they ſet yp- 
on her, and ſmite her, and wound her, aud take away her 
vaile, Euery man then that ill come vnder the banner of 
Chriſt, and haue part in the conqueſt, muſt together with the 
new man put ona Chiriſtian courage, both to tame and re- 
preſſe the rebcllions of his owne fleſh, and to withſtand and 
repell aſſaults and perſecutions from abroad. 

The ſixth reaſon, whereby the formall hypocrite doth 
falſely perſwade himſelfe to be in Rate of true happines, may 
be, an obſeruation of the death & ends of other men, — 
liues, he perſwades himſelſe, come ſhort of thoſe perfetions 
and degrees of goodneſſe he finds in himſelfe. As if he take 
notice of a notorious ſinner, who vpon his deaths- bed by a 
perfunctory ſhow of penitency, and ſome formall eiacula- 
tions for mercy and pardon, makes the world beleeue he 
dies a Saint. Or if he obſerue the end of an honeſt ciuill man, 
yet never acquainted with the power of grace, to be quiet, 
peaceable, and confident, without impatiency, feare or de- 
ſpairc;hepreſently out of a comparatiue examination of his 
owne ſtate, (which he finds, not only free from notorious 
ſinnes, but beſides morall honeſty, graced with outward re- 
ligiquſnes) I ſay he preſently conceines his owne workes in 
reſpect of theirs, to be workes of ſupererogation, his one 
life certainly to be without all exception, and ſo himſelfe 
without all danger of damnation. And this conceit is nota- 
bly confirmed, if there follow ſameglorious and flattering 
Panegyricke of funcrall commendation. For then he holds 
the — of his happineſſe to be ſcaled vmo him by the 
mouth of the miniſtet, and ſo with reſolution and obſtinacy, 
Rickes faſt in his preſent tare and will no further. 

Miſtake me not in this laſt point, beloued in Chriſt Ieſus. 
L 3 For, 


VI K. 
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For firſt, I do not go about to confine the boundles and vn- 

Itmiced mercics ot God, nor abſolutely to exclude repen- 

tance from ilie deaths-bed, Iknowrthatpreci - 
But let no ſtted in Exechiel At what time ſoencr a ſinner, &c. like a 
man beare Pearle in a ring, and a Statre in his Orbe,fhines,amongR ma. 
himlelſe pre · ny other gracious promiſes in the booke of God, with ſpeci- 
_ _ all comfort, vnſpeakable and glorious, ypon the darkened & 
—. qo ere e of cuery true penitent, at hat time ſoeuer. 
wiſe, but con. Bur yet this I ſay in this point; That any man that kno wer, 
fder well the and is acquainted rightly and truly with the narrownes of 
— amr the way to heauen,the nature of Gods iuftice, the cunning. 
Sexe d « if the ſleights of Satan, the difficulty of true repentance, how fearee 
wichedwillre- fully mans heart is hardnedby cuſtome and continuance in 
turne fiom all ſinne; he would not defer his ce to his old age, or 
bis fins, that be deaths · bed for ten thouſand worlds. I adde this: That 
net = As a ſudden death in reſpect of time, or a death, where- 


in appeares much impatiency, fierceneſſe and vncomfor- 


th, the former affections of our hearts, and the generall 
courſe of our life, 
Secondly,I would by no meanes be too buſie, or vnchati- 
table in my iudgement ypon thoſe, which haue alreadic 
ſtood, or falne to their owne maſter, But as I eſteeme that 
cruelty and malice moſt ſauage and vile that is diſcharged 
=_ the body, or good name of the dead; ſo I would haue 
ſo a charitable conceit follow the ſoule of the departed, ſo 
farre as ſpirituall wiſdome,a good conſcience, diuine truth, 
the glory of God, the ſaſetie ofthe ſoules ofthe living, will 
giue leaue: But no further. 


Thirdly, 


Thirdly; neither do I miflike or condemne Fanerall Ser- 
mons. I could rather wiſh ; that as the death of his Saints is 
precious in the ſight of God, ſo that it might be us i 
the eyes of wen, fconid rather defire,that the lulf praiſes, & 
true ſincerity ofthe child of God were publiſhed cuen by 
ſome Seraphicallrongue; thatboth the glory of his graces 
might aſl along and ſhine bright to all poſterity; and that 
ſuch a bre of —— for 


ha fire « imitation, might beenkindled in the 
hearts ofall the he ere ene Re 
Ling their minds more capable ofperſwaſion) that they pal. 
ſing thorow the ſame courſe ofholines, might at length be 
made partakers of the ſame happines with J Saints of God, 
y in theſe caſes I would haue that ſpiritual diſcretion, 
truch, and conſcience vſed, that neither the godly be juftly 
icucd and offended, the wicked heartned and hardened in 
their courſes, and falſe conceit of happineſſe; nor the faith- 
2 and ſincerity of the miniſtery diſgraced and ſcanda - 
c | | EY | 
Thus farre I haue laid open vnto you the fiate of ſarmall 
hypociſie: in which may concurre immunity from N 
ous ſinnes, all naturall and morall perfe Gion dia Vie 
ricty of learning, policie, and all other acq 2 
1 thn :znourward performance of — 
on, ſome meaſure ofinward eee eee Ve 
ſhadow of the whole body of true regeneration, and per» 
ſwaſion (as you haue now laſt heard) of being in Rate of 
Euen thus farte a man may goe in the profeſſion of 
religion, and yet he a ſtranger from che power of 


faith, and fror the life of godlineſſe. I now come by reaſons 
and arguments to difable i in thoſe points which — not 


nes of a man. And firſt to proue, that a performance of out- 
ward duties of teligion, Without the power o 455 n 
the ſoule, and. an vniuetſall ſanchific ation in all the 55 
thereof, 


. - 


ereoſ, cannot J any ſound comfort in che heart, or 
n with Cod. 

fuſtreaſon is that Principle generally ee 

] 
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din touched, for challenging any intereſt in the true happi- 
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all ſchoole Diuines; and very ſound and Orthodox in true 
Divinity. The iniquity, defect, or exorbitancy of any patti- 
cular, ofone circumſtance, maketh an action euill: but an 
abſolute integrity of all concurrepts is required to make a 
good worke acceptable to God, otnfortable and profitable 
to a Chriſtian : The end muſt be good, the glory of God;the - 
action it ſelfe in it own nature muſt be iuſt and warrantable; 
the circumſtances honeſt and ſeaſonable; the meanes dire 
and lawful;the ſountaine, the heart, ſincere and fanRifyed, If 
this laft be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe ir be neuet 
fo gloriouſly conueied, neuer ſo wiſely managed, of neuer ſo 
goodly a ſhow to the eyes of the world, yet it is not only 
ward and defaced,andno action of grace, but odious and a- 
bominable in the ſight of God, The Morahſts by the light 
of nature ſa a truth propottionable to this, euen in the acti. 
ons of vertue: Ihe truth and worth whereof they did cenſure 
and eſteeme, not by the bare outward acton, but by the 
inward, free and independant vptightneſſe of the mind: 
And thetefote to an action truely vertuous they required a 
reſolued knowledge, an itteſpectiue and aduiſed freedome 
of ſpirit; a conſtant and eaſie habit of the mind, an entire 
louc to the faiteneſſe of vertue, So that hatſoeuer honeſt 
actions ſprung from paſſion, humour, feare, teſpect, ambi- 
tion or the like, they accounted vertubus andigood, onely 
by actident and occaſion, not mwardly and eſſentially: 
Whereupon they hold, that many great and honorable at- 
chieuements of ancient Worthies amongſt the Hearhens, 
howſocuer they were admirable in the eyes of meo, and be- 
neficiallro the publike Srate (for ſometimes out of ſome 
ſudden eleuation of ſpirit, ot pang of Py; they 
were euen prodigall oftheir hues and blood, for the pd6d 
and deliverance of their country:) yet to the authors and 
actors themſelues they were not the true worker of ver- 
tue, but of ambition, and a deſite of immortall fame. It is 
euen ſo in the higher actions of grace and religion: Befilles 
the outward performance, God requires ſineetity of heart 
and truth inthe inward parts, to make them gratious and 
acceptable 
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acceptable. And kowſocuer otherwiſe urchaſe 
them aname . men, proſperitie in — 
leſſe torment in hell, and procure good ynto others, yet ex- 
cept they proceed from a faith vnfained, and a pure conſci- 
ence, to the Chriſtians themſelues, in reſpect of all heauenly 
happineſſe, they are fruitleſſe and vnprofitable. 

My ſecond proofe is out of the 5. of Matth. Except your 
righteouſneſſe exceed the rigbteouſues of the Stribes and Pha- 
riſies, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of heauen. The out- 
ward righteouſneſle of the Scribes and Phariſies was fa- 
mous in thoſe times, and much admired : So that if God did 
not principally reſpect the heart; if that were not true in the 
16. of Luke; That which « highly eſteemed among ſt men, is 
abomination in the ſight of Gol, they might not onely haue 
carried away the garland for pietie on earth; but haue iuſtly 
ſeemed to haue been the onely heires to a crowne of im- 
mortalitie in the heauens. For beſides their ſorbearance and 
proteſtation againſt groſſer ſinnes, Murther, Theft, Adulte- 


rie, Idolatrie and the like, they were frequent and ſolemne _ 


in prayers, faſtings, almeſ-deedes, and that with farre grea- 
ter ſtrictneſſe and deuotion, then the religious actions of 
ſormall hypocriſie are perſormed in theſe times of the Goſ- 
pell. Beſides, I doubt not but many of them were perſwa- 
ded,that their way was the way of life, and that they were in 
the ſtate of true happineſſe: And yer for all this, except wee 
exceed their righteouſneſſe, the ſpeech is peremptorie, wee 
ſhall not enter into the kingdome of heauen. For wee ſee in 
the 23. of Matth. what a chaine of curſes, out of the mouth 
of our bleſſed Sauiour, did ĩuſtly draw them into the bot- 
tome of hell. 

Thirdly, this truth is manifeſt out of the doctrine of the 
Prophets: Eſay . Mich.6. Hag.2. Pſalme50.and many o- 
ther places, Whence ariſeth this concluſion : That the prin- 
cipall and holieſt exerciſes, the moſt ſolemne and ſacred 
_ of religion, without ſinceritie and ſanRification of 
heart, are but as the cutting off a Dogs necke, and the offe- 
ting of ſwines blood, Their —_— oblations, & 9 


* 


3 
- 


<2 5 ho OY 2 „ vs 
n 
— o * * "i 


66 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſè: 
their new Moones, their Sabbaths and ſolemne feaſts were 
things commanded by Gods owne mouth; yet where they” 
were performed with impure and prophane hearts, hee tels- 
them, that his ſoule hated them, that they were a burthen 
vnto him, and that hee was wearie of them. For ifthe Lords 
contentment had finally reſted in the worke wrought, and 
not chiefly reſpected the inward affection of the worker, 
had he required onely the ceremoniall action of ſacrificing, 
and not the ſpirituall conformitic of the heart to his will; 
why he had not neede to deſire ſacrifices of them, nor «xpe- 
dted ſupplie from their hands; as — in that ſacred 
and royall conteſtation of God with his people, about the 
queſtion of bis worſhip, Pſal. 50. I wil not reproue thee for thy 
ſacriſices, (faith God) er thy burnt offerings, that haue not 
been continually before me. I will take no Bulloche ont of thine 
houſe,or Goates ont of thy folds.For all the beaſts of the forreſt 
are mine, & the beaſts on a thouſand hils.l know all the fowles 
on the mountaines,and the wild beaſts of the field are mane, If 
I be hwngrie,l will not tell thee : for the world © mine, and alt 
that therein is. Mil I eatethe fleſh of Bals ? or drinke the blood 
of Geates ? Nay, if wee conlider God in his abſolute ſoue- 
raigntie, and eſſentiall Hen euen that is true of the moſt 
ſanctified works of Gods child, M hic h is in Job.; 5.7. If thou 
be Ne giueſt thowwnto him ? or what receineth he 
at thine hand? And that of DAN, Pſal. 16. 2. . 'y weldoing 
extendeth not vnto thee, For whatean that little ſpark of ho- 
lineſſe in vs, which doth firſt too proceede from him, and 
is onely darkened in our corruptions, adde ynto that infi- 
nite Glory,and 1 Light, that no man can attaine 
vnto; with which hee hath incomprehenſiblie lien encom- 
paſſed from all eternitie? Only it pleaſeth him of his infinite 
goodneſſe, and out of a gracious defire of our ſaluation, to 
accept our {mcerity,though mixt with imperfections, and to 
crowne his owne graces in vs. Where then ſhall appeare the 
bare outwardnes of hollow-hearted Chrittians? If the heart 
be wanting,what magnificence or glorie of outward fetui- 


ces ſhall be able to dazle his Gght,whoſe eyes are ten thou- 
ſand 


ſand times brighter then the Sunne, and ſees cleerely our in- 
moſt thoughts? /Fherewith ſhall wee come the Lord, or 
what ſhall we offer ynto him? Wil the Lord: be pleaſed. with 
ten thonſandrof Rams, or with ten thouſand riners of Oyle? 
Shell we giue eur firſt borne for our tranſgreſſiõ, euem the fruit 
of our bodie-for the ſin pf our ſoule? No; though we gaue all 
that we had to the poorezand our owne bodies to be burnt: 
nay,if.jt were poſſible, that by our meanes wee could vindi- 
cate the ſoules of all men now liuing from the iawes of eter 
nall death; yet al would profit vs nothing, except our hearts 
be firſt purged by faith, pute from an euill conſcience, and 
oſſeſt of a ſound and conſtant loue to God, his word, his 
— truth, and ſeruants. | 
Let this then bee the concluſion to this point: Though a 
man were a morall Saint, an Angell-amongſ the Phariſies, 
abſolute in all other perfections, yet without the inward po- 
wer of grace to giue them life, hee is but a ſpectacle of com- 
miſetation to Angels, and to men; euen as that bodie is, 
which adorned with ſundrie other exquiſite beauties, wan- 
tetheye- ſight, the chiefeſt. graee that Nature hath in that 


kinde to beſtow. Or as a cunning Organiſt, skilfull in the 


outward touch of his inſtrument, yet without winde inſpi- 
red, cannot poſſibly ſtrike the care, or — the heart with 
any melodious noiſe: ſo though his actions hee flouriſhed 
ouer with a faire tincture of outward religiouſneſſe, and he 
exact in morall honeſtie, yet without the breath and life of 
grace infuſed, there can be no true ſpirituall harmonie in his 
affections, words or conuerſation, that either will beget 
ſound ioy and ſpitituall delight in the ſoule, or bee pleaſing 
in the eares of almightie God. 

You ſee then, beloued in Chriſt Ieſus, that the petforman- 
ces of outward duties of religion, euen the beſt, ſuch as are 
Prayers, hearing the word of God, receiuing the Sacramets, 
almeſ-deedes and the like, though they bee good in chem- 
ſelues, commanded of God, neceſſarie to be done of euerie 
Chriſtian; yet if they bee diuided from inward ſancuficati- 
on and ſincexitie of heart; are ſo farre from putting vs into 
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poſſeſſion of true happineſſe, that they are odious and abo- 
minable in the fight of God; 
Itold you in — you temember, that beſides 
ont ward righteouſneſſe, the formall hypocrite may beleeue 
for a time, and therefore by the inward, though more gene- 
tall and inferiour working of the Spirit, may haue a tempo- 
raric faith begot in him: and this faith may bring forth ſome 
fruites, and fome kindes of inward graces, Bur that all this 
comes ſhort of ſaluation, appeares in the parable : For there 
the hearer compared to the ſtonie ground, u hich call the 
formall hypocrite, is one of-the reprobate hearers , vpon 
whom the word is not the power of God to ſaluation. As 
for thoſe five degrees added out of the ſixth to the Hebruee, 
of which I told you the formall hypocrite may be partake! ; 
it is manifeſt out of the ſame Chapter, that they come ſhort 
of the Rate of grace, For a man but ſo furniſhed, may not 
onely fall backe to a worſe, and more ordinarie ſtate of a re- 
robate, but euen to the depth of all impietic and apoſtaſie. 
He may not onely haue his meaſure of inward illumination, 
all his lighter ioy and comfort in Gods word quite extin- 
guiſhe ; Fa become a wilfull and malitious ſcerner of true 
odlineſſe. He may not onely grieue, and quench the ſpirit; 
— hee may tread vnder foote the Sonne of God, count the 
blood of the Teſtament as an vnholy thing, and deſpite the 
very Spirit of grace, ſo that it may bon impoſhble, that hee 
ſhould be renued againe by repentance, 
In the laſt place Itold you, that beſides all theſe, the for- 
mall hypocrite mi ght entertaine a perſwafion of his being 
in the ſtate of true happineſſe; and ſo with contentment ard 
ſecuritie walke in the path that leades to eternall death: but 
how weak and falſe the reaſons and motiues to this perſwa- 
ſion were, l have before largely delivered. It remaines there- 
fore,that I ſhould now lay downe certaine markes and pro- 
perties of difference, betwixt the ſtate of formal! hypecrifie 
and ſaving grace: but Imuſt referre a large proſecution and 
diſtinct treatiſe of chem to ſome other place and time. Vet at 


this time, by the grace of God, I ſhall deliver ſo much, that 
| any 
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any man that will deale faithfully with his one conſcience, 
and follow me with attention to the end, may in ſome good 
meaſure bee informed, whether hee lie yet in the ſhadow of 
death, or live in the light of grace. Some difference then, 
firſt, may ariſe, out of the diſtinction of the degrees & wor- 
kings of faich, Which that you may better conceiue,you 
muſt remember three ſorts of faith: Hiſtoricall, Tempora- 
rie, Sauing or Tuſtifying faith. 

Hiſtoricall faith, is not onely a knowledge of the word of 
God, but alſo an aſſent of the heart to the truth of it. And 
this is of two ſorts: either Infuſed, which is wrought in vs 
by the illightning ſpirit of God, and ſtaying it ſelfe ypon his 
authoritie: Or Acquired, which is produced by the tight of 
reaſon, diſcourſe, and created teſtimonie. 

The latter is to bee found in the Diuels; for they beleeue 
and tremble. And in the Papiſts; for their faith is no better, 
according to their grounds and principles. My reaſon is this 
briefly; for 1 will deliver my ſelfe of this point in a word. 
The Ieſuites by their iugling haue caſt themſelues into a cir- 
cle about the faith ofthe truth, and divinitie of Scriptures; 
and that is this: Ask any Papiſt in this land, how he beleeues 
Scripture to be the word of God, and diuinely inſpired; hee 
will anſwere, Becauſe the Church delinereth it ſo to be, And 
why beleeueth hee the teſſimonie of the Church? Becauſe 
it is infallibly guided by the ſpirit. And how doth that ap- 

eare? Becauſe it is ſo contained in Seripture, as in Ioh. 16. 
The ſpirit will leads you into all truth. And hew ſhall wee 
know this ſcripture of ch», to bee the word of God and 
diuinely inſpired ? Becauſe the Church deſiuereth it ſo to 
bee; and fo they muſt needes runne round in this circula« 
tion, 

Now I would propoſe to the Papiſts, the choice of theſe 
three; one of which they muſt of neceſſitie accept: Firſt, 
whether they will runne round in this circle, and wax gid- 
die, and fall, and ſinke into that pit, where Poperie was firſt 
hatcht; or they will breake the circle at the authoritie of the 
Scriptures, and ſo by conſequent, — muſt fall to our „ 
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and the truth; or they will breake it at the teſtimonie of the 
Church, and ſo all their faith, as I told you, muſt needes bee 
only acquited, becauſe it depends on a finite and created te- 
ſtimonie, and conſequently comes farre ſhort of ſaluation. I 
doubt not, but the Papiſts will acknowledge and approue 
that difference betwixt infuſed and acquired faith conſen- 
ted vpon by the Schoolemen : That infuſed faith, relieth 
immediatly vpon an increated authoritie; but acquired, 
vpon a finite aud created teſtimonie. I know the Ieſuites, a 
kinde of men inſpired with a tranſcendencie of Antichri- 
ſtian impoſture, labour buſilie to paſſe plauſiblie and hand- 
ſomely out of this circle: but if their ſhifts be througbly ſif- 
ted, and they followed with force of argument; it is cer- 
taine, they will either bee driven into the circle againe, or 
enforced to ſtatt out, at the one of thoſe breaches I told you 
of. Beranus, one of them, after he had long tired himſelſe in 
this circle, and at laſt by the helpe of Gregorius de Val. and 
former Icſuites got out, but with ſhametull abſurditie and 
inconuenience; in a poore reuenge to relieuc bimſelfe, hee 
threatens vs with another circle; and ſo writes a Treatiſe de 
Circulo ¶ aluiniſtico; but very weakly and. falſely, as might 
be demonſtrated euen out of the ſounder Schoolemen, in 
their queſtion of the laſt reſolution of faith. But I intended 
no diſcourſe of controuerhe, but of ſanctification; and ther- 
fore I proceed,and take the formall hypocrite along further 
towards the ſtate of grace, For beſides knowing, and aſſen- 
ting to the truth of Gods word by an biſtoricall faith, hee 
may by the vertue of a temporarie faith, adde three degrees 
moe. That is: He may moreover profeſſe it in outward ſer- 
uices of i : Hee may inwardly reioyce in it: Hee may 
bring foorth ſome kinde of fruite, But theſe things are on- 
ly found in him, ſo long as they doe not mainly croſſe, but 
are compatible with his worldly peace, wealth, libertie, and 
other delightſull contentments. Here therefore I muſt leaue 
him ; and acquaint you with thoſe workings and degrees 
of ſaving faith; which qualified, as I ſhall propoſe them, are 


peculiar to Gods childe; and ſo diſtinguiſh and divide the 


re generate 


” E . ge 


are theſe: 


A feeling and ſpeciall approbation of the word of life 
and promiſes of ſaluation: a moſt feruent expetition and 


thirſting for the enioyment ofthem: an effectuall apprehen- 
ſion; a particular application; a full perſwaſion; a delight 
and ioy thence tiſing, ſound, and vnconquerable. | 
That you may vnderſtand theſe, you muſt conceiue, that 
the ſoule of Gods child, comming freſh out ofthe pangs and 
terrors of his new-birth (a war to the formall hy 
crire) humbled vnder the mightie hand of God, by a fight 
and ſenſe of his fins, lookes vpon the whole body of diuine 
trutb, as vpon a precious iewell, wherein Chriſt and his gra- 
cious promiſes ſhine vnto him eſpecially, as a ſtone of inefti« 


mable worth and valuation; whereupon with a peculiar: 


dearenes he ſets ſuch a liking, that with it he holds himſelfe 
an heire of heauen; without it a child of endleſſe perdition. 
Hence followes an expetition and deſire of it, enforced with 
groanes vnutterable ;and a gaſping for it, as the drie and 
thirſtie ground for drops of raine. Thirdly, hee apprehends 
it with a faſt and euerlaſting hold, Fourthly, hee applies it 
cloſely and particularly to his owne ſoule. Fifthly, he is tru- 
lie and fullie perſwaded by Gods good ſpirit, out of a con- 


ſideration of his vniuerſall change, that it is his owne for 


euer. Laſtly, hee lies downe in peace that paſſeth all vnder- 


ſanding : Hee is filled with ioy, that no man can take from 


him: He delights in the grace apprehended, as in a treaſure 


farre more deare vnto him then the glorie of infinite worlds, 


or life it ſelfe. From the power and workings of this inward 
grace, ſpring outward actions; boch in his generall calling 
of Chriſtianitie, and his particular vocation, which by the 
mercies of God are faithfull, conſtant, vni forme, impartiall, 
reſolute, vniuerſall, comfortable, Whereas thoſe which are 
produced by the more weake and ivferiour degrees of tem- 
porarie faith.incident to the formall hypocrite, are weake, 
wauering, many times interrupted, variable; guided much 
by occaſions and the time, forced by hope or feare;ſyraied: 
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by ſecret reſpects to prinate ends, and worldlie content-.. 
ments. 

But theſe more inward markes of difference, how ſoeuer 
by a ſweete and gracious experience they bee felt, and ac- 
knowledged of the childe of God ; yet generally, and to the 
vnregenerate, they are hidden mylieries, and vndiſcernable 
to the brighteſt eye of the naturall man. Therefore I will 
come to thoſe markes of difference betwixt the ſtate of for- 
mall hypocriſie, and ſauing trace, which are more outward, 
familiar, and more generally, and eaſilie diſcernable. Of 
which one may be this: 

The power of grace doth beget ina regenerate man, a 
watchfulneſſe,care and conſcience of ſmaller offences, of ſe- 
cret ſinnes, of ſinfull thoughts, of appearances of cuill, of all 
occaſions of ſinne, of prophane companie, of giuing iuſt of- 
fence in indifferent actions and the like: whereas the for- 
mall hypocrite taketh not ſuch things as theſe much to 
heart, — either makes no conſcience of them at all, hol- 


ding it a point of preciſenes to bee too conſcionable; or elſe 


proportions it to ſerue his own turne, or to giue ſatis faction 
to others, And in forbearance of ſinnes, he hath an eſpeciall 
eye onely at thoſe that may notoriouſly diſgrace him in the 
world, entangle him in danger of law, or yexc his conſcience 
with ſome extraordinary terror, 

Let thoſe then examine themſelues at this marke; who, 
how ſoeuer ſhame keepe them from vacleane practiſes, and 


groſſer acts of filthineſſe; yet inwardly boyle in ſpeculatiue 


wantonneſle and adulteries ofthe heart. Thoſe, who howſo- 
euer their indirect meanes ſpeede not for mounting them- 
ſelues to high eſtate, yet ſpend their beſt thoughts all their 
life long, in proiecting and contriuing, as though they were 
borne to aduance themſelues, and not to honour God in 
their callings. Thoſe, ho though they doe not encloſe, op- 
preſle and grind the faces of the poore; yet haue their hearts 
exerciſed in eouetouſnes. Thoſe, who though they haue for- 
ſaken ſome ſinnes, yet maintaine in themſelues one knowne 


ſweete ſinne. Thoſe, ho though lawes, and feare of danger 
reſtraine 
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reftraine from railing with open mo uthes againſt our State, 
yet harbour ſecret repinings, murmurings, vathankfulneſſe, 
and diſcontentments. Euen à contemptuous thought of a 
Ling, or lawfull authority, is a ſinne of high nature: and me 
thiokes, for the miraculouſneſſe of the diſcouery ; is paral- 
leld in Eccleſiaſtes, to the bloodineſſe of aQuall murther, 


That which hath wings (ſaith the Preacher) ſhall declare the Chap. ia 10 


matter. 

Laſtly, let thoſe examine themſelues at this marke, who 
offer themſelues to thoſe ſinfull occaſions, breeders of many 
ſtrange and fearefull miſchiefes, Imeane prophane and ob- 
ſcene Playes. Pardon me, beloued, I cannot paſſe by thoſe a- 
bomineble ſpeRacles, without particular indignation, For 
I did euer eſteeme them, ſince 1 had any vnderſtanding in 
the wayes of God, the Grand empoyſoners of grace, inge- 
nuouſnes, and all manly reſolution : Greater plagues and 
infections to your ſoules, then the contagious peftilence to 
your bodies: The inexpiable ſtaine and diſhonour to this 
famous City : The noiſome wormes that cankar and blaſt 
the generous and noble buds of this land; and doe by a lic 
and bewitching inſinuation ſo empoyſon al ſeeds of vertue, 
and ſo weaken and emaſculate all the operations of the 
ſoule, with a prophane, if not vnnaturall diſſolutenes; that 
whereas they are planted in theſe worthy houſes of Law, 
to be fitted and enabled for great and honourable actions, 
for the publike good, and the continuance of the glory 
and happineſſe of this kingdome, they licentiouſly diffolus 
into wicked vanities and pleaſures, and all hope of their e- 
uer doing good, either vnto God, the Church, their Coun- 
try or owne ſoules, melteth as the winter ice, and floweth 
away as vnprofitable waters. Theſe infamous ſpectacles are 
condemned by all kind of ſound learning, both diuine and 
humane. DiſtinRions deuiſed for their vpholding and de- 
fence, may giue ſome ſhallow and weake contentment to 

artiall and ſenſuall affections, poſſeſt with preiudice : but 
— (hall they be able to ſatisfie and ſecure a conſcience 


ſenſible of all appearance of enill? * can they preſerue the 


incli- 
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inclinableneſſe of our corrupt nature frõ infection, at thoſe 
Schooles of leaudnes and Sinkes of 3 omit Diuines, 
Councels, Fathers, Moraliſts, becau 

ly incident) euen a * Polititian calleth them. Alas, are not 


e the point is not direct- 


our wretched corruptions raging and fiery enough, being 

left to themſelues diſperſed attheir naturall liberty;bur they 

muſt be vnited at theſe accurſed Theaters, as in a hollow 

glaſſe to ſet on flame the whole body of our natural vitiouſ- 
neſſe at once, and to enrage it further with luſt, fierceneſſe, 

and effeminatenes, beyond the compaſſe of nature? Doth 

any man thinke it oſſible that the power of ſauing grace or 

the pure ſpirit of God can reſide in his heart, that willing- 

ly & with ful conſent feeds his inward concupiſcence, with 

ſuch variety of ſinfull yanities and leaud occaſions, which 

the Lord himſelſe hath pronounced to be an abomination 

vnto him? How can any man that euer felt in his heart, either 

true loue or feare of ſo dreadfull a Maieſty, as the Lord of 
heauen and earth, endure to be preſent, eſpecially with de- 
light and contentment, at Oathes, Blaſphemies, Obſceni- 
ties, and the abuſing ſometimes of the moſt pretious things 

in the booke of God, whereat wee ſhould tremble, to moſt 
baſe and ſcurrill iefts? Certainely euery child of God is of a 
right noble and heroicall ſpirit; and therefore is moſt impa- 
tient in hearing any wrong, indignity or diſhonour offered 
to the word,name, or glory of his Almighty Father, 

A ſecond marke of difference may be this; The power of 
ſauing grace doth ſubdue and ſanRihe our affections with 
a conſcionable and holy moderation; ſo that they become 
ſeruiceabletothe glory of God, and for a more reſolute car- 
riage gory cauſes, and zealous diſcharge of all Chriſtian 
duties, But the bridling of paſſions in the formall hypo- 
crite, is not ſo much of conſcience, as artificiall, politique, 
for aduantage, and by the guidance of moral! diſcretion : ſo 
that if they be tempted by ſtrong occafions, and violent ob- 
ie cts, they many times breake out, to the diſhonour of God, 
the diſgrace of a Chriſtian profeffion, and the diſcouery of 
their hypoctiſie. | 

Ler 
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Let euery man then examine himſelfe at this marke, and 
with a ſingle eye and vpright heart take a view of his affe - 
ions; whether his ioy be in ward and ſpirituall, that is, in 
che aſſurance of Gods fauout, in his word, in his children, in 
prayer, anda continuall — of godlineſſe; or out ward 
and carnall, that is, in the attainement of greatneſſe and 
worldly pleaſures, in the increaſe of his corne and wine, and 
oile. Whether he loue the peace of conſcience farre more 
dearely then the fauour of men, or his owne life : Whe- 
ther he be more zealous for the honour and praiſe of God, 
then his owne: Whether he be more affraid of ſecret ſinnes, 
then open ſhame: of offending God, then out ward afflicti- 
ons; Whether he be more angry in the cauſe ofreligion, and 
concerning Gods glory, or for his owne priuat wrongs, 
And ſothorow out thereſt of his affections. 

Let the fierce and deſperate gallants conſider this point; 
which vpon euery light occaſion, and termes of diſgrace, are 
ready, out ofa graceles & vngrounded opinion of declining 
cowardize, to ſheath their ſwords in the body of their bro- 
ther. And let them aſſure themiſelues, that the mecke and 
mercifull ſpirit of God, will neuer conſiſt with ſuch bloody 
and yntamed afteAions; his holy motions will not come in- 
to their ſecret, neither will his ſauing grace be ioyned with 
their aſſembly, For in their wrath they will kill a man, and 
in their ſelfe-will they will deſtroy the image of God. Cur- 
ſed bee their wrath, for it is fierce ; and their rage, for it is 
cruell, 

Oh that they would but marke and forefee, intowhat an 
meuitable, and endleſſe maze of certaine miſery and venge- 
ance they enter, when they enter into the field, ypon either 
offer, ot acceptance of chalenge ! If they be ſlaine, they are 
acceſſaries to theit owne vntimely murder: They violently 
and wilfully pull themſelues from the land ofthe liuing, to 
the abhorred regions of death: they cruelly, and itrecoue- 
rably rent their owne poore ſoules from time of grace and 
repentance: They extingu ſh all hope ofpoſterity;andper- 
haps theirhouſe and family — in that bloody act. 

2 But 
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But that which is the accompliſhment of all miſeries and 
terrour, they iuſtly fal into the hands of the living Cod, who 
will certainly, iudge them after the manner of them that 
ſhead their owne blood; and will giue them the blood of 
wrath, and of iealouſie. And whereas they looked to leaue a 
name behind them, it ſhal tot away with as vile deteſtation, 
as their carcaſes in the graue: The memoriall of the iuſi, ſaith 
Salomon, ſball be bleſſed:but the name of the wicked ſhal rot. If 
it doe liue, it ſhall live to their ſhame and infamy. For 1 dare 
ſay this boldly ; There was neuer any man ri ohily informed 
either in the principles of nature, or inthe gracious way to 
heauen, in the ſober paſſages of mortality, or in the iuſtice of 
ſtate and policy, or acquainted with the ſaireneſſe of true 
honour, that euer gaue any allowance, or euer will to the re- 


putation of manhood, falſely fo called, purchaſed in private 
quarrell in the field. This is chen all they get: for the loſſe 
of ſoule and body, of heauen and earth, of name and poſte- 


rity, they onely gainethe damned applauſe of diuels, ſwag- 
erers and wicked men. 


But ifit fall out otherwiſe, that they be not kild; but kill; 


marke what befals them, they depart the field drunken with 
blood, as with new wine, and therefore they ſhall be ſure at 
length to be fild with drunkennes, and — ſorrow, euen 
wich the cup of deſtruction and trembling: they ſhall drinke 
of it deepe and lat ge, and wring it out to the very dregs. For 
preſently after the murder committed, they haue Caines 
fearefull marke ſtampt vpon them: The ſuries of conſcience 
and cries of blood, ſhal for euer petſecute them with reſſleſſe 
horrour : As they cloathed themſelues with rage like a rai- 
ment, ſo ſhall it now come into their bowels like water, and 
finke like oile into their bones. In the meane time they ſhall 
live in the hell of conſcience vpon earth, and expect euery 
houre to be tumbled into the hell of wicked diuels for cuer- 
more inthe world to come, 

Let me then in the name and feare of God adviſe them;if 
they would win an opinion of true yalar indeed, ifthey look 
far any portion in the mercies of God, or honour amon pR 


E 
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his Saints, to ſettle and compoſe ſuch wild affections by the 
word of truth; to turne the greatneſſe of their e and 
gallantneſſe of Spirit, to the ſubduing and conquering of 
their owne cortuptions, and to the wraſtlingagainſprinci- 
palities and powers, againſt the worldly gouernours, the 

rioces of the Jakeneof this world, againſt ſpiritual wic- 
|-doedſes whichdre in the high places. This fight is Chriſti- 
an and couragious indeed, the victory is glorious, the re- 
ward is immortality. . ' | 

Athird note of difference may be this: Euery child of 
God by the power of ſauing grace, doth hunger and thirſt 
after all thoſe meanes God hath ordained, or offcrs for his 
furtherance inthe way to heauen, and for his comforting 
and confirming in a Chriſtian courſe; and doth make a ho- 
ly vſe of whatſocuer is either publickly or ny laid 
vpon him for his amendment: and therefore he continually 
profits & proceeds in ſanctification by bis word, his iudge- 
ments — his mercies : by the exerciſe, obſeruation and 
ſenſe of which, he growes ſenſible in heauenly know- 
ledge, faith, humiliation, repentance, thankfulneſle, and all 
other ſpirituall graces. But the formall hypocrite doth ſo 
farre . — notice and regard of them, as they further his tem- 
porall happineſſe, and as his neglect of them, by conſequent 
threatneth danger and ouerthrow to his out ward worldly 
Nate. For the preſent perhaps, hee is mooued with the hea- 
ring of the word of God, with the terror of his iudgements, 
while they lie with ſome extraordinary waight vpon him- 
ſelſe, or the whole land;and with the ſweetneſſe of his mer- 
cies, becauſe they ſecure him in his proſperity. But theſe 
things ſinke not into his ſoule withthe power of mortifica- 
tion,to the deſtroying of his finfull affections, and the ſha- 
king off of cuery knowne ſinne. 

Beloued in our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt Ieſus, let vs eue- 
ry one ofvs, I beſeech you, trie himſelf faithfully by this note 
of difference: And the rather becauſe our gratious God 
hath moſt plentifully and incomparably vouchſafed vs in 


this land all meanes to bring vs vnto heauen, He hath viſi- 
N 3 ted 


Chap 3 . 
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ted ys with his word, his iudgements and mercies, to the a- 

Roniſhmenr of the whole world. Now let vs conſider, whe- 

ther as they haue bred admiration in men and Angels, fo 

they haue brought ſaluation to our owne ſoules. 

Firſt, for his word. For theſe fifty yeeres, - know, hee 
hath ſpread out his hands all the da long he hath ſent all 
bis ſeruants, the preachers of his word, rifing vp earely, and 
ſending them, ſaying: Returne now man from his e- 
uill wayes, & amend your workes, Let vs then examine our 
ſelues in this point, Hath this glorious Goſpel], which bath 
long ſhined bright in our eyes, and ſounded loud in our 
pray jor it, J * on mighty in opetation vpon our foules 
in planting in them the power oftrue godlineſſe? Doe wee 
daily grow more ſound by it in the knowledge of the truth; 
and ſee more patticulatly into the way and whole courſe of 
Chriſtianity ? Doth it continually build ys vp more krong- 
ly in faith, xepentance, and an holy obedience to all his com- 
mandements? Why then bleſſed is our caſe:for this power- 
ful experience in our ſoules of daily growth in godlineſſe by 
the word, is a notable marke vnto vs that we are in the ſtate 
of grace; and ſo all the bleſſings in the book of God belong 
vnto vs, and pleaſures moe then the ſtarres of the firmament 
in number. Bur if otherwiſe (Which is ratherto be feared)if 
we haue either bin no hearers, or but now and then as our 
worldly commodities would giue vs leaue, or hearers one! 
of forme and faſhion, not of zeale and conſcience to —. 
by it, and yeeld obedience vnto ir, or onely hearers and no 
doers,why then we may aſſure our ſelues, we are yet ſhort of 
the ſtare of grace; and marke what will be the end both of 
vs and the whole land; it muſt needs be the fame with that 
of Tuda and Teruſalem(for they were as well beloued of God 
as euer England can be) Gos, ith God vnto [eremy,Goe and 
tell the men of Inda, and the inhabitants of Ieruſalem : I haue 
ſent you all my ſeruante the Prophets, riſing vp earely, and ſen- 
dung them; but you would not incline your care, you weuld not 

ebay me ; therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſt s,the God of I, 
rael:Bebold,I wil bring vpon Iuda, & vpon al the inhabitant« 


of 
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7 leruſalem,all the cuil that I baue pronounced againſt them, 


will do vnto this houſe, name is called wherein 


alſe ye truſt, a I haue done vnto Shilo, I will caſt them ont of Chap. . 


my ſight : And will make this (ity 4 cunſe vnto all-the nations 
of the earth, And the Lord was ſo vnremoueably and ſetled - 
ly reſolued ypon this —_ he had fo long preached vn- 
to them by his Prophets, as he hath done vnto this land, and 
it would doe no good) that he bids the Prophet meddle no 
more, for he would never heare him againe : Therefore 


(faich he) I bow ſhalt rot pray for this people, neither lift vp ery ye. i6. 


2 for them, neither intreat mee, for Iwill not heare 
thee, 

The iudgements vpon this land haue beene many and 
feareſull. I doubt not, but we haue ſcene with our eyes, e- 
uen choſe which are very neere fore · runners of that great 
and terrible day of the Lord. We haue ſeene ſtrange and 
prodigious apparitions in the aire: we haue had vnheard of 
plots and practiſes againſt our ſtate. Our land hath long 
and extraordinatily groaned vnder a ſore and durable 
plague, which hath Rucke cloſe to the bowels of this City. 
The ſea hath broke out of ber bounds, and ſwept away ma- 
ny as righteous as our ſelues : we haue felt ſuch extremity 
of heate and cold, of which I chinke theſe parts of the world 
are not naturally capable ; ſo certaine is it that the finger of 
God hath beene in them. The poore ofthe land euen now 
gricuouſly ſigh, and pine with a preſent famine, Let vs then 
examine our ſelues in this point. Haue wee laid all theſe 
iudgements vnto our heartsthaue we beene truely humbled 
by them ? haue we by a diligent ſearch taken notice of our 
ſinnes and grieued for them, and abandoned them? haue wee 
mourned and cried for al the abominations that are done a- 
mongſt vs ? Why then bleſſed is our caſe, our ſtate is the 
ate of grace; we ſhall be ſure to be marked and ſealed in 
the Hah an by the Angell of God, for his ſeruants, before 
the vials of final deſolation be powred vpon this kingdome, 
But if otherwiſe (which is rather to be feared) if hee hath 
ſmitten vs, and we haue not ſorrowed; if he hath corrected 
VS 
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ys for amendment, and we are not bettered but rather worſe 
and worſe; we may aſſure our ſelues we yet want a gracious 
marke, and eſtect of the power of true godlines ; and marke 
vrhat will be the end both of vs and our whole land; it can 
be no other then that of his owne people. And thus he dealt 
with them by his iudgements, euen as a Phyſition with his 
atient. A Phyſition whilethere is any hope of recouery in 
his patient; he yſeththe benefit of all the rules of art, all va- 
tiety of meanes, preſcribing diet, letting blood, miniſtrin 
ils and potions; but when he once perceiues the natur 
— to be ſo decayed, and ſtrength of nature ſpent, that 
his phyſicke will worke no more good vpon him, but rather 
haſten his ruine then his recouery, he then leaues him to 
the pangs of death and diſſolution of ſoule and body. Euen 
ſo deales God with his people, while there is any hope of 
repentance, he viſits them by all kind of caſtigations, all 
maner of puniſhments : But when all ſenſe of religion, all 
heate of zeale, and life of grace haue ſo vtterly forſaken the 
hearts of men; that they are rather broken then bowed, ra- 
ther hardened then humbled by his iudgements; hee giues 
them ouer to their owne iult confuſion. He leaues them fi- 
nally, neuer more to be intreated, to lamentations mour- 
nings and woe; to the feare, to the pit, and to the ſnare: to 
the Lion, the Wolfe, and the Leopard. Then haſt ſtricken 
them (ſaith Jeremy) but they haue not ſrrrowed thou haſt con- 
ſumed them, but they haue ww te receiue correttion : th 
haue made their faces harder then a ſtone, and haue refuſea to 
retwrne Wherefore a Lion ont of the forreſt ſhall liy them, and 
a Wolfe of the wildernes ſhall deſtroy the:a Leopard ſhal watch 
euer their Cities, euery one that goeth out thence,ſhallbe torne 
in peeces,becauje their treſpaſſes are many,and their rebelitons 
are encreaſed.This courſe of Gods proceeding in his iudge- 
ments, we may ſee moſt cleerely in the 4. of Amos. He Fra 
aue them cleanneſſe of teeth in all their Cities, and ſcarce- 
nes of bread. in all their places; and yet they returned not 
ynto him; He withheld the raine from them, when there 
were yet three moneths to the harueſt ; ſo that twb or three 


Cities 
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Cities wandred mo one Citie to drinke water, but they 
were not ſatisfied : and yet they returned not vnto hich. He 
ſmore them with blaſting & milde wtheir gardens and their 
vineyards, their figtrees, and their oliue trees did the Palmer 
worme deuoure: and yet they returned not vnto him. Peſti- 
lence he ſent amongſt them aſter the manner of Egypt: and 
yet they returned not vnto him. Therefore (faith the Lord) 
thus will { doe vnto thee O Iſrael. He ſpeakes after the man- 
ner of a man, in whom iuſt indignation Rops paſſage vnto 
ſpeech, and who wants words to expreſſe the horribleneſſe 
of the puniſhments hee purpoſes to inflict: Therefore thus 
and thus will I doe vnto thee O Iſrael, euen ſo as hee threat- 
ned in the beginning of the Chapter: 7 he daiesſhal come vp · 
on you, that you ſhall ve taken away with thornes, and your po- 
ſteritie with fiſh-hookes .Asit he ſhould haue ſaid,I will make 
no more triall by judgements; I will now doc a thing in I(- 
rael, whereof whoſoeuer ſhall heare, his two cares ſhall 
tingle; yea, and al his heartſtrings ſhalltremble, I wilt now 
ſweepe you all away with the beeſome of vtter deſtruQtion, 
This is certainly now iuſt our caſe (Forto crie peace, peace, 
where there is no peace towards, is wicked and to no pur- 
poſe; to bring conceits and ſmoothings to this place, will 
neuer ſerue the turne; either for the diſcharge of our con- 
ſciences, ot the ſauing of your ſoules) I ſay this is iuſt out 
caſe; we are euen already come to this laſt point and period: 
By our many impieties and impenitencie, we haue brought 
our gracious God to that queſtion in the 1. of Iſai. Where» . 
fore ſhould ye be ſmitten any more ? for yee fall away more and 
more, Or rather to this concluſion in the 4. of Amor; there- 
fore thus will [ doe unto thee, O nation not worthieto be lo- 
ued. ce hath made triall by ſo many iudgements, and fo 
many times, and all in vaine; that the very next iudgement 
we may iu{lly feare and expect, without true and timely re- 
entance,will euen be the beeſome of vtter deſolation. 
As the iudgements vpon this land haue been great and 
fcarefull; ſo many and wonderfull haue been his mercies 


vpon vs, and ſuch I am perſwaded. as greater the Sunne ne- 
O ver 


———— 


82 D iſcaurſc oftrae happineſſe. 
uer ſaw,nor fonnes of men enioyed. I will onely name two 
which cannot but bee freſh in euery mans memorie: The 
continuing of our peace, at the death of our late Soueraigne 
of ever glorious memorie; And our deliuerance from the 
Gunpowder Treaſon, Of which two when firſt euery man 
heard, me thinke hee ſhou!d haue been afraid, leſt hee had 
been in a dreame : as it is ſaid of the Iſraelites, Pſalme 126. 
1 hen the Lord brought againe the captinitie of Sion, we were 
lite them that dreame. Both that, and theſe our bleſſings 
were things ſo incredible, and beyond all expectation. 

You know alittle before the Queenes death, the wiſeſt 
were at their wits end, andeuery one Rood amazed and a- 
ftoniſhed for the feares his heart did feare. The Ieſuites 
from beyond ſeas inſolently inſulted ouer vs, and told vs in 
their bookes, that this kingdome would ſhortly become a 
prey tothe yay ambition of all the neighbour nations; 
that huge clouds of blood hung ouer our heads, and would 
melt and diſſolue at the Queenes death. But it was neither 
ſo, nor ſo. They are the falſe prophets ofthe Beaſt in the 
Reuchation, no maruel! though they lied: For he that dwels 
in the heauen laughed them to ſcorne, our gracious God 
had them in deriſion. And when Diuels and Papiſts looked 
and wiſhed, that this land ſhould haue been clothed, euen 
with blood and fire, as with a garment : out of the infinite 
depth of his ynſearchable mercies he couered it with peace, 
ioy and happineſſe, euen as the ſeas are couered wich Wa- 
ter. 

In the Gunpowder Tteaſon, the neck of our whole State 
both of Church and Common- wealth, the glory of this fa- 
mous and flouriſhing kingdome, the hope of poſteritie was 
laid as it were vpon the . The inſtrument of death 
was lifted yp by the damned inſtrument of the Popes malice 
and cruelty, he was euen ready to giue the mortall ſtroke; 
and had not the Angell ofthe Lord ſtepped in, in the verie 
nicke: had not our mercifull God, by his moſt miraculous 
and immediate prouidence put to his helping hand, when 


onr caſe was deſperate and all hope paſt, he had cut off from 
ve 
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den of Eden, had been by this time a deſolate wild 2 
Our Church, which was before a harbour of Saints, had bin 
by this time a poole of ſnakes ; I meane an habitation of Pa- 
piſts. The faire body of this Citie, that before was enliued 
with matchleſſe gloric and worth,ſhould by 
bin arent and di bred catcaſe; and that which is worſt 
of all, the neglected and forlorne limmes, inſpired withthe 
doctrine of diucls, | 


Let vs then examine our ſelues in this point. Haue theſe 


incompatable bleſſings melted our hearts into teares of re- 
pentance & thanktulnes?Haue theſe cords of louc drawne vs 
neerer vnto our Godin all knowledge, loue and obedicnce? 
Why the we may aſſure our ſelues of afgood teſtimony, that 


our ſoules are ſeaſoned with grace. But if it be quite other - 
wiſe: If theſe great and vndeſerued mercies haue bred in vs 


a more frozen coldneſſe inthe ſeruice of God, a more pre- 
ſumptuous ſecuritie and a ſounder and ſweeter ſleepe in ſin: 
If ſince our miraculous deliverance, vnparalleld by all Nati- 
ons, times and ſtories; there hath been amongſt vs no leſſe 

optianing of Gods Name and Sabbaths then before, no 
[ed pride and drunkenneſſe, no leſſe oppreſſion and vſutie, 
no leſſe vncleanneſſe and vnconſcionablenes in our callings, 
no leſſe ignoranec in the word of God, and backwardneſſe 
in the wies of holineſſe, no leſſe contempt of godlineſſe 
and godly men: Nay, if all theſe gather head and heart, more 
ripeneſle and teadineſſe to receiue to flame of Gods fierce 
and laſt wrath: If there bee rather a ſenſible decay of the 
feare of God, of zeale,and true ſinceritie amongſt vs: If Pro- 
phaneneſſe, Atheiſme, Poperie, and a luke · warmeneſſe in re- 
ligion, like a mightie Torrent, ruſh in violently vpon vs dai- 
ly more and more, and feare ſully preuaile and domineere in 
moſt places: Why then, (you are a people of vnderſtanding) 
Ileaue it to your one conſciences, to conſider what muſt 
needs ſhortly befall vs, except we gather aur ſelues before the 


decree come forth; vnleſſe by ſpeedy bumiliation and ynfat- 
02 ned 
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vs the redte and the branch, the name and the remnant, the 
ſonne and the nephew. Our land that before was as wad. ; 


this time haue 
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ned re wee ent fo and fearefull judge- 
—— —— — affure our ales, 
while the Diuell is in hell, and the Pope at Rome, the Prieſts 
and leſuits, thoſe notorious & tranſcendent inſtruments of 
blood and death, will be working inthe Vaults of darkneſſe 
for the confuhon ofthe child: enof light, the ſubuerſion of 
the Kingdome of Chtiſt, and by conſequent the ruine of our 
Church and Common wealth. Little know wee, what feare- 
full and be lliſn plot may be euen now in hatching and ham- 
meriog,or how neere it is to the birth, while we are molt ſe- 
cure. And for vs inthe meane time, without repentance, and 
rooting out Idolattie, to depend filll-ypon immediate and 
miraculous diſcoueries and deliuerances, is at the leaſt an 
ynhallowed and deſperate preſumption, 

I cannot follow diſtinctly at this time, any more differen- 
ces berwixe the [tate of ſauing grace and ſormallhypocriſie. 
For concluſion therefore only, I will acquaint j ou more ful- 
ly with the effects of ſaving grace and follow in few words 
the trace and ſteps of the Spirit of God in the great work of 
regeneration;that thereby euery man may examine his con- 
ſcience, iudge himſelte, and trie hat his ſtate is. | 

The wor king and propertie oſ this ſauing grace, and true 
godline ſſe vouchſated peculiarly and onely to Gods chil- 
dren, which doth tranſlate them from darkeneſſe to light, 
from the corruption of nature, to a {tate of ſupernatural bſeſ- 
ſedneſſe, you may thus conceive and vnderſtand. Ir is bke 
leauen (for ſo the power of Gods word is compared in the 
Goſpell) it is of a Na nature: Firſt, it ſcares it ſelſe in 
the heart; after it is diſperſed ouer all the powers and parts 
both of ſoule and body; ouer all the actions and dutics of a 
man wharſocuer: It ſoſtneth and changeth the heart: It pur- 
geth the inmoſt thoughts: It awakes the conſcience, and 
makes it tender and ſenſible of the leaſt ſinne: It ſanctifies 
the affections: It conformes the will vnto the will of God: 
It illightens the vnderſtanding with ſauing knowledge: It 
ſtores the memorie with many good leſſons, for comforts, 
inſtructions and directions in a godlie life : It ſeaſons the 


ſpcech 


meanes and opportunities for the communicating of his 
graces and comforts, and the bringing of orhefsto the ſame 
Rate of ha — —— 79 0 — at - 2 
Lethen,tbdſeech you;eucty mans conſe ſeiſde got i fit- 
the along wick ne and fecretiy, r th were co 
theſe few interfogarories which Tſhallpropo every briefly, 
and plainelie;rhar euery man may eaſſiie vᷣnderſtand. Hatt 
thou felt by thine owne experience this prea 128 re - 
generation and chauge wWrought vpe thy foule? Myth che 
powerfull word of God, by the in wird, ſpeci all and effectu- 
all working of his ſpitit, broken and bruiſed thy hard and 
ſtony heart?Hath it pierced and purged the very cloſeſt and 
moſt vnſearchable cornerꝭ theteoff Hath it humbled it with 
the fight of thy ſianes, and ſenſe of Gods ſudgementsꝰ Hari 
it filled it itt feareſull terrours, compunction, remotſe and 
true ſorrow for thy life paſſꝰ Hath it after quiered and refte- 
ſhed it with'a ſure faith in ChtiR Teſus, and a delight in hea- 
uenlie things? Hath it mortified thy inward corruptions, 
and broke the heart ofthy ſu erte ſinne ꝰ Hat it plante a 
holy moderation in all thy affections : that whereas hettto- 
fore they haue been enraged with luſt, with immoderatt ad- 
ger, with ambition, with inſatiable deſire for che inlargernee 
ofthe wealth, poſſeſſons and eff; and with hatted of 
Gods desreſt ſetuants and their holineſſe q are the 9 
flamed with zeale for Gods honour, truth and ſeruice ; Wii 
a feruent loue vnto the Lord and his Saints; with Chtiſtian 
courage, to oppoſe againſt the ſinnes of the time, to deſend 
goodneſſe and good cauſes, to contemne the lying ſlanders 
and prophane ſcoffes of worthleſſe men? Hath it bepor in 
thy will an hunger and thirſt aftet the ſpirituall food of thy 
O3 ſoule 


86 A Diſconrſe of true happineſſc. 
ſoule, the Word and Sacraments ; ſo that thou haddeſt ra- 
ther part with any worldly good, then not enioy the incom- 


parable benefit of a conſcionable and conſtant Miniflerie? 


Are thy thoughts, of which heretofore thou haſt made no 
great conſcience, but letten them wander vp and dewne at 
randome wickedly,idely and wantonly: are they now, I ſay, 
bounded ithin a ſacred compeſſe, and ſpent vpon holie 
things, and the neceſſatie affaires of thy honeſt and lawfull 
calliog?ls thy ynderſtanding informed, and acquainted with 
the myſterie of ſaluation which the world, and the wiſe men 
thereof, account nothing but madneſſe aud follie ? Is th 
memorie, which hach heectofore been ſluffed with craſh. 
and toyes, vanitics and folliet, now capable and greedie of 
diuine knowledge? Are thy words, which heretofore haue 
been full * ——— and worldlineſſe, now directed 
to 9215 q @ to giue grace rato the hearers? Nay, yet 
further beſides this inwaxd tenouation of the faculties of thy 
ſoule; bath the power of grace ſanQtified all thy outward 
actions? Doſt thou now order in every particular, al the bu- 
ſineſſes of thy vocation religiouſly, conſcionably, and by di- 
rection out of the word of God Art thou jawerdly affected 
and faichfull in the performance of religious duties? as in 
heating the word of God, in ſanctifying the Sabbath, in 
prayer and the reſt, Doſt thou now heate the word of God, 
not onely of courſe and cuſtome, but of zeale and conſcience 
to reforme thy ſelſe by it, and to liue after ie? Doe not che 
weeke daics duties, and worldly cares drownethy minde on 
the Sabbath;bur that thou doſt the whole day entirely, free- 
ly and cheereſully attend the worſhip of God? Doſt thou 
exerciſe daily with fruice and feeling, prayer, that precious 
comfort of the faithfull Chriſtian? Thou being converted, 
doſt thou labour the cõuetſion of r of thoſe 


which are committed any way to thy charge, and for whom 


thou muſt giue amore ſtri account; as i thou be a maſter 
of a familie, doſt thou pray with them, and inſtruct them in 
the do Rine of ſaluation, and waies of godlines? Doſt thou 
now not only ſticke at, and fosbeare great and groſſe 3 

ut 


A Diſcourſe df tru bappiniſſ, 87 
but doſt thon euen hate the garment ſpotted of the fleſh, & 
al appearance of evill?Dothrhe rendernes of thy'conſtience 
checke thee: fot the leaft finnes, and male thee ſeareſull 
to offend, though it bee but in à wandring/ cogitationꝰ 
After every fall into infirmities, art thou carefull to renew 
thy repentance, and learne wiſedome and watchfulneſſe to 
auoide them afterwards? Doeſt thou fecle thy ſelfe profit, 
ow and enereaſe in theſe frites and effects of grate? And 
ſt thou ſuch a gracious taſte of rhe glory of God und of o. 
ternall life, that thou art euen willing and defirous to meete 
thy Sauiour in the clouds ; not ſo much to be rid out of 
the miſeries of this life, as to be freed from the heauie bur - 
then of ſinne which hangs on ſo faſt, and to emloy his pre- 
ſence in the heauens for euer? In a word, as thy ſoule giues, 
life, ſpirit, and motion to thy whole bodie, and enery part 
thereof; doth the ſpirit of God even ſo inſpire thy ſoule and 
body, and all thy actions with the life of grace? Why then, 
thou haſt paſt the petfections of the formall hypocrite, and 
art poſſeſt ofthe flate of true bleſſedneſſe;thou'art then hap- 
pie that euer thou waſt borne; thy way is certainly the w 
of life: And I can aſſure thee, and I dare boldly pronounce 
it, that thou art alreadie vtterly out of the reach of all the 
powers of hell: Satan is chained vp, for euer doing thee any 
deadly hurt: All the creatures are reconciled vnto thee, and 
at league with thee : Thou haſt filled the Angels with joy at 
thy conuerſion, they will for euer guard thee : Thou ſhalt 
neuer more be afraid for any euill tidings. Though the earth 
be moued, and though the mountaines fall into the midſt 
of the ſea, thy heart ſhall abide ftrong, vnſhaken and com- 
fortable, When thou falleſt downe vpon thy bed of ſicknes, 
thou ſhalt finde no mortall poyſon in thy fleſh ;no ſting in 
death; no darkneſſe in the graue; no amazement at t 
reat and fearefull day, For ali the merits and ſufferings of 
'hriſt are thine ; all the comforts of Gods children are 
thine ; all the bleſſings in the booke of God are thine; all 
the ioyes of heauen are thine : cuen all things are thine, and 
thou art Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods, Onely Rand faſt in _ 
ith-. 
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faith; quit thy ſelfe like a man, and be Rronggird thy ſward 
vpon thy thigh; buckle fat vnto thee the whole armour of 
God; tide on becauſe of the word of truth; and the Lord 
thy God be with thee. Breake thorow for a while with vn- 
daunted courage the bitterneſle of the worlds malice; the 
keene raſours of impoyloned tongues; the teares and te- 
diouſneſſt of s ſc and wretched daies; for thou art neerer 
the ptice oſ the high calling then whe thou firſt beleeuedſt: 
Shine more and more in faith, in patience, in loue, in know- 
ledge, obedience, and all other Chriſtian graces, vntill the 
pertedl day, vntill thou reach the height of heaven, andthe 
full glorie of che Saints of God, 

I now proecede more diſtinctly to other markes of diffe- 
rence, betwixt the ate of grace and formall hypoctiſie. 
Some notes of diſtinction for my purpoſe may be raiſed out 
of thoſe places of Scripture, which 1 propoſed, for to ac- 
quaint you with the kindes of perfection, and degrees of 
goodneſſe; whereof a man as yet vnregenerate is capable, 
and may be partaker, | 

In the 8. of Luke, the hearer reſembled vnto the ſtonie 
ground,is the formall bypocrite, Hee receives the word of 
God with joy, as doth the faithful Chriſtian,though not in 
the ſame meaſure, But here is the ſpeciall point and marke 
that differenceth the one from the other, The word and 
faith in the formall hypocrite haue no rootes: They are not 
deepely and ſoundly rooted and planted in his vnderſtan- 
ding, conſcience, thoughts, affeclions, and actions. 

Firſt, they are not rooted and faſtened in his vndetſtan- 

ding, by thoſe two ſacred and gracious habits, which are 

called by the Apoſtle, Col. 1 9, , and owvnor amueanc: Hea- 
uenly knowledge, or ſpeculative wiſedomein the myſteries 
of ſaluation : And ſpirituall prudence, or a ſanctified vndet- 
ſtanding in the practical aſtaires of the ſoule. Theſe two, as 

I conceive, tor diuine reuclations,and matters of heauen, an- 
ſwere in a proportion to thoſe tw o intellectual habits, Sa- 
pientia and Prudentia mentioned by eAri//orle Eth. 6. for 
naturall truth, and ciuill ations, Seprextia,you know out of 


the 


the Schooles, is a worthy habit compounded of intelhgon- 
tia; which is a naturall light and abilitie of apprehending 
and acknowledging ſpeculatiue principles, the foundations 
and fountaines of all humane knowledge: and of Scientia; 
which is an habituall and exact knowledge of all neceſſary 
concluſions and deductions, by the force of reaſon, and la- 
bour of diſcourſe thence iſſuing, and grouded thereupon, 
But Pradentia, though it be feared in the ynderſtanding;yer 
it is practicall, in reſpe& of the Obiect and the end; and is 
the ſoueraigne and guide of all other vertues. It doth euer 
amid the many varieties, vncertainties, and paſſages of hu- 
mane actions, wiſely, and honeftly conſult and aduiſe, iudge 
and reſolue; manage and execute. Euen iuſt fo, theſe rwo 
heauenly habits, *, and e mwuens, heauenly wiſdome, 
and ſpirituall prudence, ſhed into euery ſanctiſied vnder- 
ſtanding by the fountaine of grace, arc buſted and exerciſed 
about ſupernaturall cruths, and matters of eternall life. By 
the firſt, the child of God hauing the eyes of his mind ope- 
ned and illightened, doth ſee the great myſtery of ſaluation, 
the ſecrets of the kingdome, the whole counſell, and the 
wonders ofthe law ot God: He doth know what the hope 
is ofhis calling, and what the riches of his glorious inheri- 
tance is in the Saints: he comprehends hat is the breadth, 
and the length, and the depth, and the heighth. By the ſe- 
cond he is enabled with a iudicious ſincerity to deliberate, 
and determine in caſes of conſcience; in the perplexities of 
tentations; in all ſtraites, ambiguities, and difficulties inci- 
dent to the conſideration and cariage of a Chriſtian; and 
wich ſpitituall diſeretion to guide and conduct all the acti- 
ons cf grace, and euery particular, both in his generall and 
ſpeciall calling. This explication premiſed, I come to tell 
you, that the word of God doth not take ſure and laſting 
root; doth not dwell plentifully in the vnderſtanding of the 
N by theſe two divine habits. | 
Firſt, there is a right noble branch of divine knowledge 
and heauenly wiſdome, ſpringing out of the myſterie ofre- 
generation; in which, as I m_ the formall hypocrite is 


for 
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for the moſt part vtterly ignorant. He knowes not that darke 
and fearefull paſſage, which leads from the vanities and cor- 
ruptions of nature, and out ofthe dominions of darkeneſſe 
and death,thorow ſtrange terrors and torments of ſoule, in- 
to the rich and glorious happineſſe ofthe ſtate of grace, and 
kingdome of Chriſt. He knowes not the e and power 
of tentations;the cauſes, degrees, the woful confequents and 
recoueties of ſpirituall deſertions, relapſes, and decayes of 
grace. He hath no skill in the nature; ſympromes, and reine- 
dies of afflicted conſciences: in the ſecret workings and 
right vſes of afflictions, infirmities, ſcandals, and diſgraces. 
He is not acquainted with Satans transformations into the 


' glory of an Angell; with his B51, and wipers, as the Apoſtle 


calleth them: that is, his depthes, his profound plots and 
contriuances, moulded by malice and ſuttlety in his owne 
large vaderſtanding; furniſhed with the experience of our 
corruptions, andi che ſucceſſe of his many temptations for 
{ome thouſands of yeeres ; managed with all the crafts 2nd 
policies ofthe moſt darke and hidden corners of hell, He js 
not acquainted with his H as they are called Epheſ. 6. 
it. his exquiſite methods, inthe wilie conueiance of his ſtra- 
tagems and infidiations ; in ordering his aſſaults, and diſ- 
charging his fierie darts, How ſometimes he keepes as it 
were a method of nature, in ſtriking at the roote, and la- 
bouringto (top or poiſon the fountaine of ſpirituall life, 
which is Faith that ſo the fruits of godlineſſe may wither, 
and the fireames of diuine grace may dry vp. Satan knowes 
full well that the lively or languiſhing exerciſe of other in- 

ward graces,the cold,or zealous performance of all outward 
duties, depend ypon the weaknes or ſtrength of our faith: 
And therefore ifhe perceiue, that Dy a free and vitall opera- 
tion of a ſtrong faith, out zeale, our hope, our patience, our 


« faithfulnes in our — other graces be maintained in 


their heate, vigour and excellency, he labours might and 
maine to weaken, ſhake, and beate downe our Faith, and 
that by ſuch meanes as theſe: 


Firſt, by ſuggeſting to the child of God, a conſideration 
of 


A Diſcourſe af tree happineſſe. 91 
of che flouriſhing of the wicked; how imperiouſlyand pr - 
ſperoufly they domineere and reuell it in the world; how 
b” ſpread themſelues like a greene Bay tree, and bring 
theit enterpriſes to paſſe: while himſelfelies trampled vpon 


by their inſolencies, oppreſſions and prophane cenſures; 


while perhaps he lingers and pines ynder ſome heauie eroſſe 
and long 25 and for all his prayers, his groanes, his 
patience, yet finds ſmall comfort, no deliuerance, for ends 

eſt knowne vnto his heauenly Father; ſo that he may out- 
wardly euen periſhin his troubles, This is aſhroud tempta- 
tion, and in ſome meaſure preuailed againſt Dawid; it made 
o tall, and well rooted a Cedar to ſtagger: nay,this tempeſt 
had ncere overturned him this blow had wounded his faith 
to death, had he not in good t1me flept into the Sanctuary 
of the Lord, and vnderſtood the end of theſe men; How ſud= 
denly they are deſtroyed, periſhed, and horribly conſwmed:and 
conſideted howſocuer the godly be vext with men or diuels 
for the dayes of their yanity in this miſerable world;yer it e- 
uer goes well withthem at the laſt, 

A ſecond meanes, by which Satan endeuours the weake- 
ning of our faith is this: He curiouſly obſerues all ſeaſons 
and aduantages ; and therefore if he ſpie our minds to be o- 
uercaſt with ſome cloud of — the ſeate many 
times of ynneceflary di(iruſts and feares;or to be caſt downe 
with ſome {ad and heany accident, and worldly diſcomfort; 
he preſently afreſh repreſents vnto the view of our conſci- 
ence, the many and great ſinnes of our vnregeneration in 
their fouleſt ſhape; that ſo by theirrenewed horror, he terri- 
tying and affcighting vs, may raiſe new doubtings and a- 
mazements, and in ſome meaſure looſen the hand and hold 
of faith. 

Athiid weapon, by which he ſtriketh at our faith, Itake 
to be one of his on immediate ſuggeſtions, and that is this: 
While the heart of a godly man is refreſhing it ſelfe ſweetly 
and plenteouſly with an aſſurance of his future happineſſe 
andeternall enjoyment of endleſſe ioyes in heauen; Satan, 
that out of his cruell malice he may mixe ſome helliſh poy- 
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ſon with theſe tiuers of comfore, labours to caſt into his 
mind, euen ſome thoughts of impoſſibility of the perfor- 
mance of the promiſes of ſaluation, and of the attainment of 
that excellent waight of glory: and would gladly make 
him thinke it incredibile that he ſhould cuer be crowned 
with immortality ; or be ſo gloriouſly partaker thorow all 
eternitie of ynſpeakeable comforts aboue. This temptation, 
as Itakeit, doth not much diſquiet the formall hypocrite, 
or any vntegenerate man, For becauſe his perſwaſion of 
happineſſe to come, isfalſe and miſgrounded, and that he 
hath no ſound aſſurance of heauen;Satan is too wilieto ſug- 
geſt vnto him doubts and diſtractions of this nature. But 
vehereſoeuer it lights, it is of ſearefull e nr and 
therefore not to be debated vpon by the thoughts, or diſpu- 
ted with Saran; that is not the way to conquer this tempta- 
tion; but ſuddenly, and reſolutely to be repeld by the power 
of prayer, and out of an holy contempt of ſo baſe and lying 
malice, to be caſt as dung vpon the face of the tempter: So 
that the faithfull Chriſtian for all this, may maintaine and 
poſſeſſe his heart in patience, and vnconquerable comfort 
out of theſe two conſiderations 

Firſt, if he be a diuell and prince of hell, as Gods child 
feeles ſenſibly and certainly by this preſent immediate ſug- 
geſtion; why then vndoubredly there is the glory of infinite 
Maieſty in heauen, Angels, Saints, boundleſſe and endleſſe 
ble ſſedneſſe of euetlaſting time. 

Secondly, he is to conſider, that in the daies ofhis ſecuri- 
tie and w otldline ſle, no ſuch ſcruples aroſe in his thoughts: 
And therefore it is only a malicious tricke of the enemy of 
all true comfort, to deſeate vs of our heauen vpon earth, our 
aſſurance of heauen in the world to come. 

A fourth way of weakening our faith, is this: If Satan, by 
taking in the nicke, the tide of our fraile and impotent affe 
cions, by eaſting vs vnawares vpon occaſions and allure- 
ments; or by the ſuddenneſſe, ſubriley or violence of ſome 
temptation, be able to hale vs againe into ſome groſſe and 


ſcandalous ſinne, to which, by reaſon of our naturall diſpoſi- 


tion 


con and cuſtome, we were often, and moſt principally ob- 
noxious before our calling:why then, from thence he drawes 
and enforceth vpon vs diſcomfortable, and falth. killing 
concluſions. He preſently infers vpon ſuch relapſes; that we 
haue deteiued our owre ſoules, that out halineſſe indeed is 
but hypoctiſie, that our faith is but temporary, and our con- 
uerſion counterſeit: Otherwiſe the grace of God would be 
ſufficient for vs, and the po wer of his ſanctifying ſpirit, 
would at the leaſt ſo far reſtraine vs, bridle and mortiſie out 
corruptions, that we ſhould not break out againe, and back- 
flide into a fin ſo much loathed and repented of: Otherwiſe, 
as our ſweet, and maſter-fin in the time of ourynregenerati- 
on made the deepeſt gaſh, the wideſt gap into our conſcie n- 
ces;ſo if we were indeed inthe ſtate of grace, we ſhould moſt 
carefully & renderly cloſe vp that wound, and be moſt vigi- 
lant and ſolicitous in fencing and fortifying that breach be- 
fore any other. By this meanes Satan many times giues a ſore 
blow to our faith, and breeds much heauines and diſcomfort 
in the ſoule. ö | 
Thus Satan in his temptations, ſometimes proteeds by a 

method, as it were of nature, in ſtriking at faith, the root and 
heart of our ſpirituall life, But if he be not able to faſten his 
fierie darts vpon the ſhield of faith; why then he takes a con- 


trary courſe and method, as it may beſt fit his aduantage, and 
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more eaſie inſinuation. For he attempts the dulling and dĩ- 3 


miniſhing of our zeale, and forwardneſſe in religion, and o—- 


ther fruits of faith, and inferiour parts of ſanctification. And 
that by ſuch meanes as theſe, 

One weapon, by which he labours to wound our ſeruen- 
cy, and faithfulneſſe in duties of holineſſe, and to hinder the 
entire exerciſe of the graces of ſanctification, is proſperitie 
and freedome from hifcomfores and miſery, For if be once 
eſpie vs to be encompaſſed with'werldly peace, reputation 
amongſt men,honors and offices, plenty of wealth and pre- 
ferments ; he is euer then in good hope (by the helpe ofthe 
natural aptnes of wor!'y happines to enſnare and intangle) 
to beget in our hearts, orldlineſſe and ſecurity, the two 
P 3 great 
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greatand dangerous conſumptions of | mr life. For if 
worldlinefle once take poſſeſſion of our hearts, it waſtes by 
little and little our ioy in heauenly things, our comfort in 
the communion of Saints, ourlongings for the incompre- 
henſible and euetlaſting happineſle:it baniſherh all thought 
of the worth of our oules, of the ſpirituall Rate of our con- 
ſcience, ofthe yanity and change of this preſent life, of the 
lorious riſing againe of our bodies, and the immortality of 
- ſecond life and in ſtead thereof filleth vs with carthly - 
cares, with feares, iealouſies, griefe, hopes, wiſhes,inde 
dance vpon the prouidence of God, and a thouſand plat- 
— the encreaſement and ſecuring of our outward 
felicity. And ſecurity, it makes vs inſenſible of Gods iudge- 
ments, of our falling from our firſt loue, of the danger wher- 
in we ſtand: It makes vs put farre ftom vs the euill day; and 
to thinke our mountaine ſo ſtrong, that we ſhall neuer bee 
mooued, but continue in our happy ſtate, and die in the 
neſt. 

Secondly, he ſeekes to weaken our practiſe of godlineſſe. 
by faltening vpon vs vncheerefulneſſe, and — eſſe 
in the meanes of the preſetuation of grace. For if he can once 
make ys cold and negligent, or only formall, and curſory in 
the daily examination of our conſciences, in hearing the 
word of God, in the godly exerciſes with our ſchollers or 
families, in publike prayer, or our more priuate ſtriuing with 
God by groanes and ſighes, for the ſupply ofſome grace, or 
remoucall of ſome corruption ; then there euer followes a 
languiſhing and decay of the liſe of grace. If we but perfun- 
Rorilyrecciuethe heauenly food inte our vnderſtandings; 
and being hindered by diſtractions, careleſneſſe or worldly 
cares, not digeſt it by meditation and conference, and by ſpi- 
rituall exerciſe of ſeruent prayer conuey it into the ſeuerall 
parts of our ſoules;out ne man will quickly fall into a con- 
ſumption. 

Thirdly, he doth notably dull and darken our holineſſe 
and ſincerity, by caſting vs vpon vngodly and prophane 
company: which hath I know not what ſecret and bewitch- 


ing 
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ing power to transforme others into their one faſhions 
and conditions; and to male them ſometimes to 
their formt for wardneſſe and ealeiin che ſeruice of God. 
For as the ſeed caſt into the earth drawes vnto it ſelſe by lit 
tle and little the property of that ſoile whereunto it is tranſ- 
ported, vntill at length it becomes like that which doth 
there naturally gro ye: ſo the ſpirits and manners of men com- 
monly conforme themſelues to thaſt with whom they ordi- 
narily conuerſe. Lamentable theti is their cafe, baſe their 
re ſolution, and miſerable their comfort, who fot aduantage, 
faction, foreſight and hope of future gratifications, or any 
other by · re ſpect, plunge themſelues into ſuch companies, 
where perhaps they may emoy ere paſſages of 
vit, ſet and attificialb diſpotts, and paſſing the time, dire- 
cuon in their worldly affaires, combination againſt the 
power of religion, and the true profeſſours thereof: but 
hete they ſhall find no furtherance in the way to heauen, 
no comfort in heauenly things, no encouragement to pie- 
tie, no counſell in iemptations, no conſolation vpon their 
deaths bed. O how much better were it, for theſe few and 
wretched daies, to ſort and ſolace themſelues amongſt the 
Saints of God, with whom they might ſhine as glotious 

lights together in the earth, and hereafter in the heauens a- 

boue the brightneſſe of the Sunne for euermore; rather then 

prophanely to fport themſelues in £Meſhech, and for a ſea- 
ſon proudly to ruffle it in the tents of Keder, where there is 
no light of grace, no ioynt expectation of eternity, but 
darkeneſſe of ſinne, and ſhadow of death! Miſtake me not 
in this point: I would not haue men go out ofthe world, or 
become Separatiſts. I would rather haue them, if they will 
vnderſtand Paul aright, be made all things to all men, that 
they might by all meanes ſaue ſome: That is, I would haue 
the children of God not be wanting in any offices of kind- 
neſſe or piety, but to yeeld and communicate themſelues 
ſo fatre as dutie, charity, humanity, neceſſitie oftheir gene- 
rall or particular calling vpon good warrant, and juſt occa- 


fion may challenge and exact at their hands. But as fora — 
a 


leſt and beſt expence of timeʒl would haue that o 
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and full communication ofthe ſecrets ofrheir ſoule, of their 
deareſt affections, oftheir ſpirituall eftate, of — ioyful- 
vouch- 
ſafed and conueyed into the faiuhfull boſome ofa true Chri- 
ſtian, and confined to grace, as it peculiar and principall Ob- 
ie. Let their goodneſſe, and good deeds ſpread without 
limit; but their delight and intimateneſſe, is to be reſtrained 
and appropriated to che Saints that are on the earth, and to 
the truely excellent, which are onely che godly. Hence it is 
that Gods children are many times cenſured for moroſitie, 
vnſociableneſſe, diſdainefulneſſe of ſpitit, and oppoſition 
to good fellow ſhipʒ when God know es they can finde no 
taſte in the white of an egge, no ſtrength in a broken ſtaffe 
of reed, no comfort in the men of the world, who haue 
their portion in this life; and therefore they would not 
part with their Paradiſe of communion of Saints, or com- 
fortable communication with God in their ſolitatineſſe, 


for the company of kings, and a world of carnall content- 
ments. 


Fourthly, Satan doth ſometime worke a foule decay of 
race, and exerciſe of gadlinefle, by putting into our heads 
me inordinate plot and forecali,for preferment and great- 
reſſe. For if he can once fer our thoughts buſily on ſoot for 
22 and contriuing, with exceſſiue defrre, ambition 
and greedineſſe : ſome honour, office, or high place; wh 
then, farewel zcale;farewe] taking part with Gods children; 
farewell an vnſhaken reſolution, in landing for the honor, 
truth, and ſeruice of God;and a Chriſtian courage in repro- 
uing fins. For then we mult liue reſeruedly ; we muſt be con- 
tent to part with our libertie, and be depriucd of our ſelues: 
We muſt labour to ſatis fie and accommodate cur ſelues to 
the humours, pleaſures, and paſhons of men. Ina word, our 
whole catiage mult hold a neceſſary and exact corre ſpon- 
dence with the men and meanes that are able to promote vs; 
far ſo vncertaine and irregular are the reuolutions of mens 
tauours, that many times i a man but miſſe, ot miſtime one 
ceremony or circumſtantiall obſeruance,it is enough to caſt 


him 


Moſt miſerable and ſeruile is their life, that thus forſake the 
ſtrong tower of their ſaluation, and claſpe their hand of faith 
about the arme of fleſh. For they do not only bereaue them» 
ſelues of that worthie freedome of ſpirit, which an honeſt 
Heathen would not exchange for his lite : but alſo as they 
grow into a habit of ſeruitude and baſe engagements vnto 
men; ſo they grow into aſlauerie ynto (in, and bondage vnto 
the cotruꝑtions of the time: And the higher they riſc into 
fauour with prophane greatnes and policie, the deeper th 
fhinke into the miſeries of baſenes and flatterie, and the hig 
diſpleaſure of Almightie God: And at length, if they attaine 
their ends, (for ſometimes they die in the tedious proſecu- 
tion of ſome vndeſetued dignity)they double their diſcom- 
forts, and encreaſe their account. For commonly where the 
utſuit and purchaſe of any honor and preferment hath been 
baſe and indirect; there the diſcharge and execution is for- 
mall,vaine-glorious,and vnconſcionable. 

Thus you ſet a ſecond method of Satan, whereby he goes 
about to kill the fruites of faith; and to cauſe, it not an ytrer 
ceſſation, yet much weakenes and interruptions in the ope- 
rations of grace. 

Many moe ſuch depths, and proceedings he hath in ten- 
rations, As for examples: 

If he meet wich notoriouſly wicked men; as Drunkards, 
Swearers, vncleane perſons and the like; he tempts them to 
Atheiſme, a reprobate ſenſe, contempt of Gods worſhi 
and ſeruice, and to the great offence. To defend their leaud 
and graceleſſe courſes; to glorie in their ſinnes, and in their 
dexteritie of making others drunke with the ſame iniquitie. 
He ſtickles and ſtrikes the bargaine betwixt chem, and death 
and hell; and enters as it were bond for the performance of 
the couenant. Hee tempts them to ſcorning ; and by their 
ſcoffings and railings, in ſome fort, to the deipiſing of che 
ſpirit of grace in the children of light; which is a foule ſigne 
of a ſeared conſcience, and a feate full prepatatiue to ſinne 
ꝛgainſt the holy Ghoſt, Theſe are Satans ſtandatd-beaters; 


A. and 
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bim off, and vtterly caſhire him from his hopes and ends. 


2 


"33 4 Sn. 
© EO 66 * 


7 


98 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 

and therefore he inſpires them with extraordinary boldnes, 
and deſperateneſſe in ſinning; and teacheth them to march 
furiouſlic in vatietie of rebellions againſt the Maieſtie of 
heauen. 

If hee meete with honeſt ciuill men, he labours to per- 
ſwaderhem, that iuſt and vpright dealing with theit neigh- 
bours, good meanings and intentions in matters of religis, 
are the very life of the ſeruice of God, and a ſufficient way 
to heauen: And to conceiue ſinne, and ſinceritie, to be no- 
thing elle but morall vertues and vicesʒ the power of ſancti- 
fication, to be nothing but good education; the practiſe of 
godlineſſe, to be nothing but ſober and honeſt behauiour; 
and the whole myſterie of Chriſtianitie, to be onely a graue 
and ſtayed ciuilitie: And the much adoe about faithfull and 
conſcionable preaching, to bee onely the humour of ſome 
odde fellowes, that would be accounted ſingular and ſera- 

hicall, 
4 If he meete with formall hypocrites, who beſides immu- 
nĩtie from groſle ſinnes, and their ciuill honeſtie, are care full 
and faſhionable in the ourward duties of religion, yet ſhore 
of a ſound conuerſion; hee labours might and maine to ſet- 
tlc in them an opinion, that the ſtate of regeneration is no- 
thing but preciſeneſſe and puritaniſme ; that ſauing ſincerity 
and a true practiſe of holineſſe, is only a tranſcendent Idea, 
conſiſting in pure abſtrac tion, conceiued in the irregular 
and ſtirring heads of ſome huſie and pragmaticall fellowes, 
ſhadowed only with a number of faire ſhowes and preten- 
ces, but really exiſtent and acted no where. And that they 
may more ſecurely & obſlinately reſt ypon this perſivaſion, 
he furniſheth them with a notable art of miſconceiting, and 
miſ-interpreting the actions of grave, and of making, by o- 
dious exaggerations, a little hole in the coate of a ſound 
Chriſtian, as wide as hell. Hence it is that Dauid is many 
times made ſport with, and merrily ieſted vpon by them, 
with the falſe ſcofters at their feaſis and bankets, and hath 
things laid to his charge,with much confidẽce, but without 
all conſcience, which, God thou knoweſt, hee neuer knew. 


Hence 
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Hence it ls, that many times thoſe aQions, in which, for the 


truth and vprightneſſe of his heart, and the iuſtneſſe and in- 
nocency of his cauſe, ke date appeale to y tribunall of God, 
the impartiall ſearchet of the inmoſt thoughts, and ſeuere te- 
uenger of all falſehood; yet are racked by vile and baſe miſ- 
conſtructions, and interpreted to be the workes of darkneſſe 
and deccit. And if they take a godly man but tripping in 


ſome leſler errot in his cariage, and that perhaps but forged 


in their owne wilfull miſconceit; they thence raiſe matter, 
not onely of triumph and inſultation, but which is much 
more fearefull, of chearing, applauding, and confirming 
themſelues in their preſent wretched ſtate. 

But if Satan meete with a man, that by the grace of Cod 
is alrcadie entred into the pangs of his trauell in the new 
birth, and with ſorrow for his ſins is ſmitten downe into the 
place of Dragons, and couered with the ſhadow of death; 
then he eagerly ſtriues to ſtiffle the new man inthe wombe 
and by preſenting to his view the vglie viſage of his many 
and outragious tranſgreſſions, the curſeofthe Law,and the 
wrath of God; which he yet makes more greizly and fierce 
by his owne helliſh malice; to plunge him into S bottom- 
leſſe gulfe of irrecoucrable horror and deſperation. But if by 
the mercies of God he ſinke not, bur betime lay hold vpon 
the iuſtice of Chriſt, and that boundleſſe compaſſion, which 
neuer knew how to breake the bruiſed teede, or quence the 
ſmoaking flaxe; but holds a broken and contrite heart farre 
more precious, then the ſacrifice of the beaſts on a thouſand 
mountaines, and then ten thouſand rivers of oyle: why then 
he ſtands like a great red Dragon in his way, at the very fuſt 
entrance into the Kingdome of light, and profeſſion of ſin- 
cerity, & caſts out of his month floods of perſecutions, vexa- 
tions and oppoſitions;that ſo he may ouerwhelme and cruſh 
him before he come to any growth or firengthin Chriſt, and 
a full comprehenſion of the mylicrie of grace. Andtothis 
end he ſets on foote, and fire too, and whets with keene ra- 
zors many a leaud and prophane tongue, to ſcoffe, diſgrace 
& diſcourage him in his narrow, but bleſſed paſſage to im- 
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mortalitie, by reproches, ſlandets, exprobration of his for- 
mer life; by odious names of Hypoctite, Singulatiſt, Puri- 
tane, a fellow of irregular eonſcienee & ſtirring humour, of 
a factious and contradictious ſpirit,and ſuch like. But if hee 
alſo paſſc theſe pikes, and theſe ſharpe ſwords (for ſo Daxid 
calles ſpitefull rongues,)out of a conſideration of that truth 
in Paul: Euery one that will line godly in Chriſt [eſns ſhall ſuf- 
fer perſecution ; and that in the calmeftrime of the Church: 
amongſt many other, he ſhall be ſure at the leaſt to be conti- 
nually ſcourged and vext with ſtrife of tongues : for euery 
taichfull Chrittian knowes by good experience, that euer 
now and then, as he ſhall ſtitre in a good cauſe, ſtand againſt 
the corruprions of the place where he liues, with conſcience 
and faithfulnes diſcharge his calling; he ſhall preſently haue 
the ſf1rit of prophanenes to flie in his face, with brntiſh and 
implacable maliceand inſolencie: but yet, I Hy, it he be able 
with his Lord and Sauiour to endure this ſpeaking againſt 
of linnets; and to eſteeme it, as it is indeede, his crowne and 
comfort: why then Satan caſis about another way; and hee 
labours ſometimes to faſten ypon him ſome vawarrantable 
opinions, thereby ſcandaloufly and vnneceſſarily to diſquiet 
him, to defraud him of an entite fruition of the comforts of 
holineſſe, and to hinder and interrupt him in the proſecuti- 
on of his glorious ſeruice of God, Sometimes to puffe him 
vp with a ſelfe- conceit of his owne excellencie, ſeeing him- 
ſelfe aduanced as far aboue the common condition of men, 
and the richeſt and happieſt worldling, as heauen aboue 
earth, light aboue dat keneſſe, endleſſe Pappineſſe aboue e- 
ternall miſerie: that ſo, as the Apothecaries ointment by a 
dead flie, his good actions and ſpirituall graces, may receiue 
ſtaine and infection by priuie pride: of the nature and reme- 
dies whereof I haue before diſcourſed. Theſe and many o- 
thers be the temptations of a babe in Chriſt, and fitted to the 
infancie of regeneration, 

But if Satan meete with a flrong man in Chriſt, he tempts 
him by thoſe two methods Ttold you of before, ſometimes 
by waſting his zeale, ſometimes by weakning his faith, & a 

thouſand 
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thouſand moe. Amid which infinit variety, he is for the moſt 
part couſtant in one point of policie, and that ĩs this, He con- 
ceales his gteateſt furie, his moſt deſperate aſſault vnto the 
laſt: He —— his fierieſt dart, his deadlieſt poiſon, his ſhar- 
peſt Ring, his Gunpow der- plot, vntill hee meete vs on our 
deaths bed. Whertore,beloued in Chriſt Ieſus, we had need 
eucry man to bee ſtrongly and ſoundly prepared and armed 
againſt that great and laſt encounter with Satan; vp6 which 
depends our euerlaſting eſtate, either in the ioyes of heauen, 

or paines of hell. Oh! at that day, (and we little know how 
neere it is) it is not out deepe reaches and vnfathomd poli- 
cies and proiects, the countenance and patronage of great 
perſonages,our merry and pleaſant companions,or the plu- 
ralitie of liuings and preferments,that can yeeld vs any com- 
fort or aſſiſtance in that terrible and fearefull combare.Nay, 
though we now little think vpon it, all the worldly content- 

ments, that we haue either directly purchaſed, or vnconſcio- 

nably imploid, hee will then turne vnto vs into Scorpions, 

ſtings and wormes of conſcience, Onely at that day a good 

conſcience will hold out as armour of proofe ; which, as it 

hath been on earth acontinuall feaſt, ſo then it will be vnto 

vs a great and euerlaſting Jubilee for euermore. 

By this time you eaſily perceiue, and lam very ſenſible of 
the — I haue made: but I haue done it, only to giue 
you a taſte of that part of diuine knowledge ahout the 
depths of Satan, and ſpirituall Rate of ſanctified ſoules and 
alice conſciences; which Itake to be Gods childs pecu- 
liar, and in which the formal hypocrite hath little skill or ex- 
erciſe. For the deepe and diuine ponderations of this nature, 
vpon theſe points, do not much take vp ot trouble his mind 
and meditations. It is a precious knowledge, abſtracted by 
an holy experience from the practiſe and chene of true and 
found regeneration; and therefore it is tranſcendent to his 
moſt happie naturall capacitie, to the depth of his worldlie 
wiſedome, and to the greateſt height of his ſpeculations, . 
though otherwiſeneuer ſo voiuerſall and profound, 

Now as concerning other parts of divine knowledge, and 
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other points of religion; he may be furniſhed with ſtore of 


rate and excellent learning, in Fathers,Schoolemen, Com- 


mentaries, Controuerſies; he may be endued with ſuttletie 
in diſputing and defending the truth of God: yea, & in re- 
ſoluing cales of conſcience too, ſo farre as a formal obſerua- 
tion,& Popiſh Doors can leade him. For their reſolutions 
in that kinde, are onely buſied about caſes incident to their 
Antichriſtian Hierarchie, about perplexities ariſing out of 
their wil · worſhip and bloody ſuperſtition, and determina- 
tion of ſome particulars in the Commandemẽts, which may 
fall within the capacitie of an ynregenerate man: but their 
profeſſion, I meane the Papacie, cannot poſſiblie reach vnto 
the heart of godlines, the myſterie of regeneration, and the. 
ſauing power of the life to come. Nay, yet beſides this, the 
formall hypocrite may be made partaker of ſome degrees of 
the ſpirit of illumination, in vnderſtanding, and interpreting 
the booke of God, for the good of his Church and children. 
For I doubt not, but many haue much light of iudgemenr, 
chat haue little integrity — are inſpired with 
the ſpirit of illuminatiõ for the good of othets, that haue no 
part inthe ſpirit of ſanctification and ſound conuerſion for 
their owne happines. But yet me thinkes there may be con- 
ceiued ſome diflenrences — * the child of Cod, and the 
ſormall hypocrite,in the very ſpeculation and knowledge of 
Gods truth, and in apprehenſion of things divine in the vn- 
derſtanding: Which Itake to be ſuch as theſe : 

Firſt, the light of diuine knowledge in the ſormall hypo- 
crite, doth onely diſcharge his beames and brightnes vpon 
others, but neuer returnes and reflects on his owne ſoule to 
an exact diſcoverie of the darkeneſſe of his owne vnderſtan- 
dingahe diſordet of his affections, the ſlumber of his conſci- 
ence, the deadneſſe of his heart: but euery childe of God is 
euer in ſome meaſure, both a burning and ſhining Lampe; 
he is both illightned and inflamed inwardly in his owne vn- 
deiſtanding, heart and affections, and alſo 2 brightneſſe of 
his Chriſtian vertues, ate euer diſperſed and working vpon 
others. Where ſoeuer hee liues, hee ſhines as a light, amid a 

naughtie 
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naughtie and crooked generation, in the ſight and cenſure 
of God, the bleſſed Angels, and good men; though to the 
iudgement of the world, and eye of prophaneneſſe, his glo- 
rious graces euer did and euer will appeare to bee m—_— 
but darkneſſe and diſſembling. You may conceiue this dif- 
ference thus: The ſun · beames, you know, are not onely caſt 
and ſhcd into the inferiout Orbs and aire; but are firſt roo- 
ted in the Sunne, and doe inwardly and vniuerſally fill with 
light that faire and glorious bodie. It is otherwiſe in the 
Moone : for howſoeuer ſhe recciue light, for the cheering 
and comforting other bodies, yet ſhe remaines dar ke with- 
in, and in reſpect of her ſelfe, it ſerues only to make her ſpots 
more conſpicuous. It is iuſt ſo in the point we haue in hand: 
The light of diuine knowledge in the child of God, doth not 
only ſhinc vpon the ſoules of others for theit inſtruction and 
refreſhing ; but doth firſt fully illuminate his owne, though 
not to an excellencie of degree; for that is reſerued for hea- 
uen; yet to a perfection of parts, of which my our mor- 
talitic is capable, But in the formall bypocrite, howſocuer 
it may ſometimes diſpell ignorance and errours from the 
minds of others; yet within hee is darkneſſe in the Abſtract 
in reſpect of ſauing light, as is every vnregenerat man, E- 
pheſ. 5. 8. And his light of knowledge in reſpect of himſelfe, 
ſerues only to make his fins more foule and ſinfull, his dam- 
nation more iuſt,and himſelfe more inexcuſable.For he that 
knowes his maiters will, and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. 

Secondly, the knowledge of diuine myſteries in Gods 
childe, is entertained and enioyed with a peculiar.kinde of 
{weetnes; with an impreſſion of incomparable ioy and plea- 
ſure: It is farre ſweeter vnto him then hony, and the hony 
combe : Hee hath more delight in it, then in all manner of 
riches: It is more precious vnto him then gold, yea then 
much fine gold: It begets and ſtirres in him flagrant deſires 
and affections correſpondent to it . and excel - 
lencie. But it is not ſo with the formall hypocrite; for his 


earthly-mindednefle, by which his affections are as it — 
glue 
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glued vnto the faſhions ofthe world; if hee were ſenſible of 
it, would tel him chat it is many times not ſo {weet vnto him 
as his pleaſures : His cloſe couetouſneſſe or gther vnconſcio- 
nableneſſe in his calling, if his conſcience were illightned 
would informe him, that many times it is not ſo deare ynto 
him as gold. 

Thirdly, the childe of God hath an humble and gracious 
reſolurion,a ſweete and willing ſubmiſſion euer mixt with 
his diuine knowledge, of being maſtered, guided and go- 
uerned by it; though againſt the violent bene of his owne 
inclination, and the current of the time: but the formall hy- 
pocrite if he deale faithfully with his owne heart, may feele 
in himſelſe a ſecret ſubordination and ſubiection of his vn- 
derſtanding therein, to his wealth, honours, and worldlie 
preferments. 

Fourthly, in apprehenſion of divine truth in the formall 
hypocrite, the power of naturall diſcourſe, and light of rea- 
ſon beares the chiefeſt ſway ; and therefore hee ſtickes, as it 
were in the bone and barke, in generalities, and vncertain- 
ties: but in the child of God, the ſacred illuſtration of Gods 
ſpirit doth plentifully concurre ; and therefore hee is able to 
pric into and pierce the marrow and pith of Gods holic 
truth, the particular veines, and the ſauing ſenſe thereof. 

I come now to the other habit, which the Apoſtle calleth 
inne mwpemas, ſpirituall prudence, by which the word and 
faith take no roote in the vnderſtanding of the formall hy- 
pocrite. 

This habit, I told you is a fpirituall prudence, or a ſancti- 
fed vnderftanding in the practical affaires ofthe ſoule; by 
which a regenerate man is inabled, with a iudicious ſinceri- 
tie to deliberate and determine in caſesof conſcience, in the 
perplexities of tentations, in all traires,ambiguirics and dif- 
ficulties incident to the conſideration and cariage of a Chri- 
ſtian; and with ſpirituall diſcretion to guide and conduct al 
the actions of grace, and euery particular, boch in his gene- 
rall and fpeciall calling. 

This wiſedome, as Itake it, is an attendant vpon iuſtiſy- 
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ing faith, andonely and inſeparablie annexed ynto ſauing 


—_ and therefore the formall hypocrite, though Iplace' 
im in the higheſt perfection, tharis attaineable in the tate, 


of vnregeneration, is vttetly vncapable of it, and a meere 
ſtranger vnto it, as he is vnto the life of God. 

By this holie wiſedome, Dauid, Pſalme 119. verſe 99. is 
ſaid to bee wiſer then his adverſaries ; that is, then Saul, and 
all his politicke States: men then his teachers, then che an- 
cient. If wiſedome were loſt, me thinkes it ſhould be found 
amongtt Polititians, the Orac les of imperiall depthes and 
ſecrets of State; the pillars of Common-wealths and king- 
domes:among't profound Doctors and Rabbins;the fathers 
of knowledge and learning: amongſt the ancient, whole 
age is many times crowned with ripeneſſe of iudgement, 
with variety of experience and obſeruation;And yet by this 
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er nent m. ſpirituall prudence (for the ſame word is vſed vap earn aut 
there by the Septuagints, which the Apoſtle hath Col. 1. 9.) 4dmormic ws 
Dauid farre ſurinounteth them all; in reſpect of which, the *#%* 


flower and quinteſſence of all their wifedome and policies, 
was nothing but glorious ſollie and profound ſumplicitie. 
Hence it is that many a poore ſoule illiterate and neglected, 
proudly paſſed by, and many times trampled vpon with diſ- 
grace and vexation, by worldlie wiſe men; yet liuing vn- 
der a conſtant and conſcionable Minifterie,is infinitly more 
wiſe then the greateſt Clerkes, and learnedeſt Doctors, 
both in giuing counſell and aduice in ſpirituall affaires, 
and in conducting their owne ſoules, in theſe ſtrangelie 
prophane and deſperate daies, thorow the ſtraite way to 
heauen. 

Hence then you may ſee a cleere difference. The formall 
hypocrite, ſo farre as naturall wit, goodnes of education, ci- 
uill honeſtie, morall diſcretion, politicke wiſedome can il- 
lighten and leade him, may manage his actions and affaires 
with exactneſſe and reputation, gloriouſly and without ex- 
ception in the ſight and iudgement of the world, Nay, be- 
ſides, ſometimes by an addition of ſome inferiour,and more 
generall graces of Gods ſpitit, hee * ſet vpon them ſuch 

al 


— — — 2 —ͤ—-1— . 


ros A Diſcourſe oftrue happineſſe. 
an outward gliſtering. that they may dazle the eyes of the 
beti diſcerning ſpitit, and deceive his owne heart with a falſe 
perſx aſion, that they ate the true actions of piet ie, and plea- 
ling vnto God, But over and aboue all theſe, (which is ne- 
ucr to be found inthe vntegenerate) there is in the vnder- 
ftancing of the eluld of God, a more excellent and ſuperior 
vigour, that inſpires his actions with a high and more hea- 
uenly nature, that breathes into them the life of grace, that 
guides them with truth and ſinglene ſſe of heart, and ſinceri - 
tie in all circumſtances, to the glorie and acceptation of 
God, the comfort of his owne conſcience, and good of his 
brechren. There is afarre clearer and brighter eye ſhining 
in the ſoule of cuery regenerate man, in reſpect whereof the 
faireſt lights of all other knowledge and wiſdome are E- 
gyptiandarknefle, which doth euer faithfullic deſcrie and 
diſcouer vnto him the ſtraite, though vnbeaten path to im- 
mortalitie, thotow all the paſſages and particulars of his life: 
It teueales vnto him the viſeſt and moſt conſc ionable re ſo- 
lution in all ſpirituall debatements; the beſt and fitteſt ſea- 
ſons of reprouing ſinnes and winning ſoules vnto God ma- 
ny obliquities of actions, miquitie of many circumſtances; 
the tight vies of his owne afſii tions, diſgraces and infimi- 
ties, which the formall hypocrite cannot poſſibly diſcerne, 
becauſe he is ſtarke blind on this eye. 

Amongſt infinite, I will give one inſtance of the gratious 
workings, and power of this diuine habit: 

Let vs imagine an euillreportar falſe ſlander to bee vn- 
zuſtly raiſed, and without ground ypon the formall hypo- 
crite,though it ſeldome befall ſuch; for commonlie pro- 
phane men are inore countenanced, better conceiued and 
ſpoken ot by the greater part, and by great men, then they 
deſerue. Yctifit ſo fall out; this or the like is his behaui- 
our : He perhaps prochimes and proteſts his cleareneſſe in 
the caſe coo ambitiouſly and impotently; not with that hu- 
militie 2hd ſpitituall diſcretion: He pleaſeth and applau- 
deth himſelfe in his innocencie, for this particular, boiſte- 
rouſlic and with clamour, which perhaps ſecretly breeds a 
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more generall Phariſaicall ſelfe-conceir of the reſt of his 
wies: He angerly conteſis with the iniquity, and ingrati- 
tude ofthe world, for caſting ſuch baſe indignities & aſper- 
fions vpon goodnefle and veitue: He would gladly beareit 
out brauely, and make others thinke chat he paſſeth it with- 
out wound or paſſion; but indeed heinwardly chafes and 
frets, and is much grieued and gauled with worldly ſorrow 
for it: the reaſon is, his reputation with men is dearer vnto 
him, then the glory of God]; his chiefeſt good and comfort 
in this world, is the worlds good opinion of him. But in all 
this, hee is ſo farre from working any ſyirituall good out of 
it, that he rather entertaines a ſecret encouragement to bee 
that indeed, which the world cenſures him to be, then for a 
bare conceald conſcience of his innocency, to debarre him- 
ſelfe of a full fruition of the preſent times. 

But let vs now on the other fide, conceive a child of God 
to be wickedly and wrongfully ſlandered: for it is properly 
his lot and portion in this life, to be loaden with leaud and 
lying cenſures, with vniuſt and odious imputations; ſome- 
times to haue many gricuous things, and fearefull abomina- 
tions fathered vpon him, without al ſenſe, honeſty or proba- 
bility, which hee neuer did, hee neuer knew. And if once ill 
reports raiſed falſſy vpon the godly be on wing, they flie as 
{wift as the Eagles of the heauens. Diuels are ſpeedie Dro- 
medaries to carry ſuch newes: They preſently paſſe thorow 
Tauernes and Ale- houſes, City and Country, Gath and Aſ- 
calon;they run farre and wide, as currant and authenticall, 
vnder the Broad - ſeale of good tellowſhip,neuer more tobe 
controlled and reuerſt, vntill the matter be brought before 
that high andeuerlafting ludge. But matke. I pray you, the 
carriage of Gods child in theſe cates: he doth indeed ſweet- 
ly and comfortably enicy the conſciouſneſſe of his owne vp- 
rightneſſe; though his aduerſaries bee neuer ſo potent, or 
cunning to threape him down, yet vntil he die, as /ob ſpeaks, Chap. ay i. 
he will not take away his innocency from himſelfe, When 
the ſharpe and empoiſoned arrowes of bitter malice and ca- 


lumniations come thickeſt ypon him, euen with haile ſhor, 
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his truly noble, and diuincly teſolued ſoule, is infinitly fatife 
fied with that in [ob: Beho/dnow,my witneſſe ts in the heauen, 
and my reco/d is on high, Vet hee doth labour to cleere him- 
(clte ſo farre, as the honour of God, the ſatisfaction of the 
godly and danger of wit ſcandal require. 

But the gracious conſiderations and holy practiſe, which 
in theſe afftictions of his good name, ſpirituall prudence 
principallic miniſters and ſuggeſts vato him, are ſuch as 
theſe: 

Firtt, he conſiders, that howſoeuer hee be innocent from 
the ſlander, yet the finget of God is in it, as it was in direct- 
ing the dogged malice of curſed Shemei, vpon the royal per- 
fon of Dani; and therfore he gathers, that the Lord would 
thereby giue him notice, that ſome other things in him are 
amiſſe: That ſome ſeeret corruption, by which his bleſſed 
$pirit is grieued, is to bee ſubdued and mortified; that ſome 
grace is to bee repaired ; ſome of his waiesto be amended : 
pe thaps his languiſlung zeale is to be reuiued and inflamed 
his heart much duld with contagious prophaneneſſe, and 
tormalitic of the times is to be quickned, and more enlarged 
for Gods ſetuice; repentance and humiliation for ſome for- 
mer ſinne, not thorowly repented of, or in part reſumed,isto 
berenued, Perhaps the Lord hath thereby an holy purpoſe 
to reucale vnto him, the omiſſion of ſome duties in his cal- 
ling, or [ome ſimaller faults, yer ſcandalous, whercot before 
he was not ſenſible. Orit may be, to prevent ſome ſinne to 
come, either that with which he is fallely charged, or ſome 
other, to which his fraile natute is moreinclining. Or laſtly, 
by this experience to prepare him with courage, and furniſh 
him with witedome,to comfort others in the like caſe, or to 
glorifie his name by patience in ſome more publike and no- 
rorious diſgrace and vexation to bee indured in this kinde. 
Hereupon the childe of God doth preſently make a ptiuie 
{earch into his ſoule, doth narrowly littthe ſtate of his con- 
cience, and aſter due and impartiall examination, feclingly 
and faithfully addteſſe himlelfe to prayer, practiſe of theſe 
conſiderations, and reformation of what he finds amiſſe. 


Secondly, 
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| Secondly, this outward croſſe vpon his good name by 

falſe ſumiles and ſuſpitions, makes him:rerire into himſelſe, 
and more fruitfully and chearefully to enioyall:hisinward 
comforts, his hope and delight in heauenly things, the aſſu- 
rance that his name is written in the booke of lite; which 
no malice of men, or policie of hell is euer able to blot out. 
It makes him with more feruent and greedie attention to li- 
ſten for the trumpet ofthat laſt and fearefull day, more long- 
ingly and with fixed eies, to wait for the Lord Ieſus in the 
clouds; ho, as hee will puniſh all prophane Oppoſites to 
holineſſe with euerlaſting perdition from the preſence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power: ſo yndoubredly, 
with the brightneſſe of his comming, he will then at the fur- 
theſt, before men and Angels bring forth his righteouſnefle 
as the light, and his iudgement as the noone day. 

Thirdly, by the mercies of God, for any ſuch wretched 
and lying ſlander, he is not fo caſt downe with worldly ſor- 
row; he doth not ſa farre gratifie Satan and malicious men, 
as to idyne hands with them for the afflicting of his one 
ſoule, with needleſſe diſcomforts, or oy himſelfe 
in his calling: but rather hee raifeth matter of comfort, en- 
couragement, and reioycing, For thereby hee is made more 
like, and conformable to his head Chriſt Ieſus ; who endured 
the crofſe,and ſuch ſpeaking againſt of ſnners,and deſpiſed the 
ſhame for the ivy that was ſet Lforebim.He hath therby more 
-waight and degrees added to his bleſſedneſſe, more maſſi- 
nes. and brightnes to his crowne of immortalitie: Bleſſed are 
Je,taith Chriſt when men reuiſe you, and ſay all manner of enill 
47aint you for my ſake falſlie; reiayce and be glad, for great t 
your reward in heauen. And therfore in deſpite of malice and 
falſchood, hee tunnes on ioyfully in his race; and having the 
atteſtation ofa cleere conſcience, the acclamations of Saints 
and Angels, hee little cares for the barking of dogges by the 
way, but followes hard towards the marke for the price of 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Such as theſe are the thoughts and behauiour, ſpirituall 
wiſedome acquaints the child of God with; when his good 
R 3 name 


"110 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
name is wronged, & wounded with ſlanders & falſe reporrs, 

I conclude the whole point: The knowledge and practi- 
call wiſdome about beauenly matters in the tormall hypo- 
crite,are dull,cold,plodding,formal, ſeruiceable, and ſubor- 
dinate to his worldly happineſſe. His knowledge is wipoumen5c 
weve, 4 forme of knowledge : Rom. 2. 20. His practiſe is 
bent ieguẽ, A forme of A 2. Tim. 3. 5. All is forme 
and outwardneſſe: they are not deepely and ſoundly rooted 
in them by ſanctifying grace;not inwardly infpired with ſu- 
pernaturall and ſpirituall life. But diuine knowledge in the 
child of Goc, is called, the Spirit of reuelation, Epheſ. 1. 19. 
his practicall wiſdome is ſpirituall, Coloſ. i. g. that is, quick, 
active, feruent, zealous, ſtirring; not into irregularities and 
exorbitancies, as worldly wiſdom many times miſconſtrues, 
but againſt the cortuptions of the times, & working out of 
all actions, occaſions and occurrents, euen out of miſeries, 
flanders and infirmities, ſome glorie vnto God, ſome good 
ynto his children, ſome comfort vnto.hjs owne ſoule. 

I now proceed to tell you, that the word of God is not 
rooted in the conſcience of the formall hypocrite, which is 
the hearer reſembled vnto the (tony ground. 

The whole andentire worke of conſcience, as you well 
know, out of the Schooles, conſiſteth in a practicall ſyllo- 
giſme: The propoſition ariſeth out of the own, an habit 
of practicall principles, and generall ſountaines of our acti- 
ons. The aſſumption is properly owidnneconſcientia,an actu- 
all application of our knowledge to this, or that particular 
act or obiect. Whence followes the immediate, and neceſſa- 
rie iſſue and office of conſcience : to teſtiſie, in reſpect of 
things ſimplie done, ot not done: In reſpect ofthings to be 
done, either to excite and encoùtage, or to reſtraine and bri- 
dle: In reſpect of things done well, or wickedly, to excuſe 
and comfort, or,accule and tertiſie. For example: The 
ne, Which is as it were a treaſurie of rules and leſſons 
tor direction in our actions, propoſeth the iniquitie of a lie 
ſeuen out of nature. does condemnes it, Eth. 4. 7. 
_ «1: 647% , Alie is tarke naught and 

| dliſcom- 
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diſcommendable. The founder Schoolemen demonſtrate 
tuety lie, though it bee officious, and for a greater good, to 
be againſt nature, and indiſpenſable. Natutes purpoſe is fru- 
firared, and her law tranſgreſt when ſpeech and words, 
which ſhe intends to be euer the true meſſengers of the con- 
eeits and apprehenſions of the mind ate abuſed to falſehood 
andequiuocatidn. But this praQticall principle of not lying, 
howſocuer it be cleare in nature, yet it receiues further illu- 
ration from the booke of God, Therefore the propoſition 
may be thus framed : 

Euery liar ſhall be baniſhed from the holy mountaine of 
the Lord: Pſal. 1 5. and ſhall bee barrcd out ofthe new Ieru- 
ſalem for euermore: Revel.22.1 5. 

The conſcience ot the liar doth aſſume and tell him; But 
I have thus and thus lied for aduantage, and greater good: 
Then it followes : 

Therefore 1 muſt bee baniſhed from the holy mountaine 
of the Lord, and barred out of the new Jeruſalem for euer- 
more, A concluſion of condemation and terror. 

Such is the arguing of conſcience for things paſt: But thus. 
it worketh about things to be done: 

Let vs imagine a man to deliberate with himſelſe he- 
ther he ſhould be Non- teſident or no. His habit of practical 
principles, if he will deale faithfully with his owe ſoule, e- 
{peciallie by the helpe of the hone ſter Caſiſts, may yeeld 
him matter enough out of nature againſt Non-reſidencie, as 
might eaſily appeare, if the point were incidence. But fith the 
caſe is cleare, Exech.3 3. he may thus frame his practi call iyl- 
logiſme: | 

The Non-reſident muſt anſwere for the blood of thoſe 
ſoules, which by his vnconſcionable and vnwarrantable ab- 
ſence, & negligence in his _ haue periſhed in their ſins. 

But ſith I know not how ſoone 1 ſhall come to iudge- 
ment, my poore ſoule ſhall not appeare before my bleſſed 
Sauiour, red with the blood of thoſe ſoules, ſor which his 
pretious blood was ſhed, 


Therefore Iwill not be Non-refident, You ſte here a re- 
ſtraint 
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ſtraint from Non - reſidencie, that bloodic gangrene, that 
with remorſeleſſe greedinefle eates and deuoutes the pre- 
cious ſoules of men. . * 
This ſhort explication of the nature of conſcience thus 
premiſed, you may eaſilie conceiue with mee thus much; 
that 
Accordingly as the practicall vnderſſanding of a man is 


furniſhed with principles and tules for guiding his actions, 


according to the nature of them, and ſoveraigmy they hold 
in the conſcience, ſuch and thercafter commonhie is his life 
and actions, * 
l except the groſſe hypocrite; for hee ſinneth againſt the 
knowledge of his heart, and light of his conſcience: There- 
fore the {ound of feare is alreadie in his cares; and in his 
proſperitie the deſtroyer ſhall come vpon him. He belee- 
ueth not to returne out of darkneſſe, for hee ſeeth the ſword 
before him. Affliction and anguiſh ſhall make him afraid : 
They ſhall preuaile againft him as a King readie to the bat- 
tell. God ſhall runne vpon him,cuen vpon his necke; and a- 
gainſt the moſt thicke part of his ſhield :becauſe he hath co- 
uered his face with falſehood, and inwrapped himſelfe in a 
cloud of hypoeriſie. N 
The point then muſt bee exemplified in other ſorts of 
men, | 
Firſt, the notorious ſinner, by reaſon of his delightfull 
conuerſing with the wicked, and cuſtome in the workes of 
darkneſſe; doth obſcure, ſmorher, and in ſome meaſure ex- 
tinguiſh in his conſcience, not onelythe light of ſupernatu- 
rall tiuth, but ofnaturetoo : Therefore he runnes headlong 
without reſtraint or bridle,into deſperate villanies and out- 
ragious tebellions. He drawes in ſinne with cartropes, and 
worketh all manner of vncleaneneſſe with greedineſſe: He 
is bound with his ſinnes, and conered with iniquitiet, as a field 
1 hedged in with buſhes, and the path thereof conered with 
tbornes, whereby no man may traxell, It is ſhut vp, and is ap- 
pointed to be delinered by fire, 
Secondly, the Papiſt hee entertaines and treaſures vp for 
his 
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his praQicall principles, the bloodie Dictates of the Pope 
of Rome, that man of ſinne, and vicegerent of Satan; which 
are ſo farre from receiuing ſtrength or warrant,cither from 
nature,or diuine truth, that they hold ſtrong contradiction 
and eternall oppoſition to both: and therefore his conſci- 
ence is enlarged like Tophet. For it can without ſcruple, or 
remorſe,nay,with hope of heauen,and a brighter crowne of 
glorie, digeſt euenthe ſacred blood of Kings,and ſwallow 
downe with eaſe the ruines and deſolations of whole king- 
domes. Hce-can. meritoriouſly butcher his brother in the 
ſtreetes with prodigious cruelty, as in that horrible maſſacre 
at Paris, Hee can bee diſpenſed with, and diſcharged from 
oathes, and truth of ſpeech, the neceſſarie and ſoueraigne 
inſtruments of all iuſtice and ſocietie amongſt men. He may 
expect canonization for blowing vp of Parliaments, and 
tearing in peeces the royall limbes of the Lords Annointed, 
and the ſtrong ſinewes of the worthieſt State vnder heauen: 
and after ſaile towards the Popiſh Paradiſe, which is indeed 
the pit of hell, thoro a ſea of innocent blood, without any 
checke or counterblaſt of conſcience. 

Thirdly,the civill honeſt man hath his * conſcience infor- 
med with rules of naturall honeſtie, and generall notions of Fot I may 
right and wrong, and therewith contents himſelfe. And take conſci- 
therefore he frames himſelfg with ſober cariage, faire condi- Pre = — | 
tions, iuſt and vpright dealing towards men, ſo that hee is —— 
wel ſpoken of, and reputed by the world a good neighbour, asdoth Origen, 
a ſober wiſe man, of harmeleſſe behauiour, no medler, a B, Damaſetn, 
peaceable man: and theſe are excellent, if not ſeuered, but 7 eck Origen 
{cruiceableto true pietie, and ſauing knowledge. Peace is a — 
precious thing, if it may bee purchaſed and poſſeſt without aim Ws p 
impeach and preiudiceto holineſſe and a good conſcience, Baſilynaturale 
Follow peace with all men,and — — which no max iudicatorium: 
ſhallſee the Lord. Peace and holineſſe muſt goe together: If — 8 
other wiſe, it is an holie peace to bee at warre with the cor- —_— 
ruptions ofthe time: and to be at peace with ſinne, is to war Heb. 1214. 
againſt God and his owne ſoule. But the meerely ciuill ho- 
neſt man, by his practicall principles, is led no further, but 
to 
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to the executions of morall honeſtie; as for inſtruction in 
heauenly myltcries and diuine knowledge, hee doth not 
much meddle with,care for, ot ſeeke after;but only for com- 
panie and faſhion. 

Fourthly, che formall hypocrite, beſides the direction of 
naturall light ia his conſcience, doth intereſſe and acquaint 
himſelfe with practicall principles out of ſupernatural cruths 
and the word of God, for the performance of religious du- 
ties and ſeruices; but hee puts them in practiſe with referua- 
tion, with his owne exceptions and limitations: He is onel 
fo farre guided by them in his life aud conuerſation, as the 
are compatible with his worldly happineſſe: And therefore 
in the time of perſecution, as it is in the | com hee falleth 
%. But by perſecution you muſt vnderſtand, not one! 
the fierie triall and ſitiuing vnto blood ; bur alſo inferiour 
and not ſo ſmarting afflictions and tentations; as it is cleere 
if wee compare the three —_— m their narration of 
the parable, It is many times, diſgraces, and contumelies 
for his profeſſion, diſpleaſure and diſcountenance of great 
Ones, the hazarding of ſome profit and preferment, the loſſe 
of friends, and fauour of the world or the lik, that makes 
him flinke and yeeld, and deſperately to caſt himſelfe into 
the current of the times, there to ſw imme with others for a 
while,with full ſaile of ourwardprofperitie, vntil he drowne 
himſelſe in perdition, and fhncks ſuddenly into the gulfe of 
endleſſe woe and miſerie. Hence it is Tor Matth. 1 3.27. 
hee is called zg#mwp?, a Temporizer : Hee is not thorow, 
ſound, reſolute, andrruc-hearred for godhneſſe, good cau- 
ſes, and to good men, For many times, when — of 
God is put as it were in the one ſcale of the balance, and his 
owne contentment in the other ; hee ſuffers ſome worldly 
profit or pleaſure, the gratification or ſatisfaction of ſome 
great man; the purchaſe of ſome Fellowſhip, Bencfice, or 
ſpirituall dignitie,(for ſometimes it proues perhaps as deere 
as a purchaſe) the greedie deſire, and purſuite of ſome vnde- 
ſerued office or honour ; the enioyment of prophane com- 
panie,or coherence with worldly wiſe men; the pleaſure of 


ſome 
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ſome ſecret and ſweete ſinne, or ſuch like; I ſay, hee ſuffers 
theſe to weigh downe the exceeding waight of heauenlie 
bliſſe, the vnualuable treaſure of a good conſcience, and the 
infinite glorie of God. Which is ſtrangely miſerable; fith 
all the worth, wiſdome, power, excellencie, and whatſocuer 
other happineſſe of man, all the higheſt, & greateſt treaſures 
and glory vnder the Sunne, without the feare and fauour of 
God. if they were put in the waights with vanitie, yanitie 
would waighthem all downe. So thought Daxid, Pſal.62, The on: 
The children of men are vanitie,the chiefe men are lies: to lay | men, td . 
them vpos a balance, they are altogether lighter then vanitie har are men 
it ſelfe. | indeed. 
Laftly,the child of God, beſides the better and more ſpe» 5 
ciall apprehenſions of nature, ſlores his conſcience, his tree» 
ſurie of practicall principles, with many ſacred and ſauing 
leſſons and rules out of heauenlie truth and Gods holie 
word; but ſo, that in his practiſe of them, he ſtands not vpon 
termes of pleaſures, profit or preferments; but doth wh 
and entirely reſigne vp himſelfe in obedience and humilitie, 
to be guided and gouerned by them, without reſtriction ar 
euaſion, in his thoughts, affections and actions, thorow the 
Whole courſe of his life. Therefore, Luke 8.1 5. the hearer 
— vnto the good ground, (which is the child of Ged, 
to whõ in all my Diſcourſe-I oppoſe the toy d, which 
I call the formal hypocrite) is ſaid to be of an 42 and goad 
beart : that is, downe- right for godlineſſe and good men, 
without hollowneſſe, faint-heartedneſſe, or iaking. Hee 
makes Chriſtianitie as it were his trade, he ſweates & toyles 
in it, as the end for which he was created, and placed in this 
world: And as he receiues the word of God into his honeſt 
and good heart; ſo there he treaſures it vp. and keeps it faith- 
fully. The word in the original, is «w/3v=. He keeps it though 
it be with much difficultie, ſtrugling and colluctation with 
his owne corruption, the temptations of Satan. and vanities 
of the world; who cunningly conſpire and labour io 
to plucke it yp, and wreſt it from him: and he brings foerth 
fruite with patience, He yeelds no ground,though he meet a 
S 3 Lion 
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guidance of diuine rules, he ſometimes croſſe the current of 
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Lion in the way, or a _— in the face. In the day of triall 
and encountring with dangers and vngodly oppoſitions, he 
ſhrinkes not, but ſtands faſt and ſuffers himſelſe rather to be 
ouerflowne then to be carried dovene the ſtreame of the ſin- 
full faſhions and wicked waies of the world. Hee knowes 
full well, how ſoeuer he goes now on his way weeping, yet 
he carties precious ſeede; and therefore the time will come 
ſhortly, that hee ſhall doubt leſſe come againe with ioy, and 
bring his ſheaues with him. Croſſes, — and tribula- 
tions may be get in the formall hypocrite, fainting and defe- 
Rion : but in Gods childe they bring foorth patience, expe- 
rience, hope and reſolution, Euer when he enters conſulta- 
tion with himſelfe, whether God muſt be obeyed and glori- 
fied, or man pleaſed and ſatisfied; he is quickly reſolued out 
of that in Iſai. 5 1 1 2. I. exen I, am he, that comfort you. Who 
art thou, that thou ſhowldeſt feare a mortall man, and the ſon of 
man,which ſhall be made as graſſe? «And forgetteſi the Lord 
thy maler, that hath ſpread ont the heauems, and laid the foun- 
dations of the earth ? He conſiders the heauie iudgement de- 
termined, aud reſerued for all fearfull men, all ſpirituall cow. 
ards, and faint-hearted in the Chriſtian warfare ; who more 
feare men then God, and for their fauour and coumenance, 
part with the protection of the Almightie, and the comforts 
of a good conſcience: They ſhall be puniſhed with vnbelee- 
nere, wit h the abominable,with murtherers & whoremongers, 
with idolat ert, and liers, in the Lake which burneth with fire 
and brim ſtone, which is the ſecond death: Reuel. 2 1. 8. 
You may now cleerely conceiue the point I haue in hand; 
how the word of God is not rooted inthe conſcience of the 
formall hypocrite. The ordinarie intelligencers to his con- 


- feience are examples, cuſtome, opinion, worldly wiſedome, 


common preiudice againſt a ſtri courſe of ſanctification; 
precedencieand practiſe —— men, for true goodneſſe, 
many times ouerprized, and miſualued by the worlds flatte- 
ring cenfure ; the common naturall notions of right and 
wrong. But if ypon ſome extraordinarie good motion, by 


the 
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the times, enter a profeſſion of ſinceritie, and ſome corre · 
ſpondence with Gods children, it is but for a ſpirt, an eſſay, 
like a morning cloud, and as the morning dew. For as ſoone 
as his feruor in religious affaires, and furtherance of 
things doth once by the furie of hell, crueltie of prophane 
men, malice of the world, enkindle and ſtirre vp againſt him 


I ſay not only a fierie triall, but even ſome ſmarting heate of 


leſſer perſecution, ſome railing & ſlanderous tongue, which 
ſcorches like coales of Juniper, a diſconceit and dereliction 
in his friends & old acquaintance, diſgrace with the world; 
diſcountenance of Greatneſſe, vnlikelihood of rifing and 
preferment; if it once raiſe againſt him ſtormes of iealouſies, 
enuics and moleſtations; why, then he is gone, he ſlinks and 
ſtarts aſide like a broken bow. All his former good motions, 
purpoſes and endeauours melt as the winter ice, and goe a- 
way like the morning dew. For the formall hypocrite euet 
when he feeles diſturbance in his preſent ſecuritie, in 

tion of his former SR of his temporall 2 
licitic, hee begins ſtrongly to ſuſpect himſelfe of too much 
forwardneſſe, of vnſeaſonable nant reale, of di- 
ſtempet, and indiſcretion in matters of religion; and there 
fore giues backe, and falles away into his former plodding 
coutſe of formalitie; and that perhaps without any checke 
of conſcience: but if any ſcruples, and reluctation ariſe in 
his heart, out of his worldly wiſdom, he interprets this yeel- 
ding to the times to be but an ordinarie and patdonable in- 
firmitie; and therfore notwithſtanding flatters and decelues 
himſelfe with hope of heauen, which is a ſtrong barte to 
keepe him out of the Rate of grace, and vnacquainted with 
the glorious comforts of ſound and ſauing (inceritie. - 


But the ſacred light of Gods holy truth, is habituated and 


incorporated into the conſcience of Gods childe;and is the 


onely and conſtant rule and ſquare, by which, with al humi- 
litie, vprightneſſe of heart, a free, entire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience vato it, he frames al his thoughts, affections and acti- 
ons. And in this light, hee walkes with a ſetled conſtancit 


and grounded reſolution, thorow pouertie and oppreſſion, 


8 3. contu- 
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contumelies and cont empt, ſlanders and indignities, good 
report or ill report. For he hath his eye till faltned ypon e · 
ternit ie, he hath the crowne of glory already in ſight, the in- 
eſtimable pretiouſneſſe and euerlaſting beautie whereof, ra- 
uiſheth and poſſeſſeth his trulie free and great heart with 
ſuch a longing and feruencie, that hee is at a point with all 
that is — 5 the Sunne, that he doth not only conte mne, pa- 
tiently endure, and vanquiſh all aſperities and difficulties ; 
but euen with reioycing entertaine and embrace (if the ty- 
rannie of the times ſo require) the vtmoſt, that malice and 
cruelty can inflict vpon him. There is no other conſideration 
or creature, either in heauen or earth, can ſeparate him from 
the loue of God in Chrift Ieſus, or from his glorious ſeruice 
in all good conſcience, 

And as the word of God is planted and rooted inthe con- 
ſcience of Gods child, for his direction and conſtanoie in the 
waies of godlineſſe: ſo is it alſo there faſtned for his forbea- 
rance of ſinnes; by theſe three properties, which are not to 
be found in the formall hypocrire : 

Remorſe for ſinnes paſt, by which he is ſaued from relap- 
ſes and backſlidings. 

Apreſent ſenſibleneſſe of all manner of ſins, whereby his 
preſent integritie and vnblameablenes, is happily preſerued. 

An habituall tenderneſſe, by which he is armed and fen- 
ced againſt the corruptions of the time, vnconſcionable 
courſes, and commiſſion of ſinnes to come. 

In remorſe for fins paſt,] compriſe a more full knowledge 
an vniverſall reuelation of his ſinnes, by the light of Gods 
word, and power of his ſpirit: and that both in exten ſion and 
inten ſion, both in number and grieuouſneſſe: a ſenſe and fee- 
ling of them in their true waight, as they are able to ſinke 
him downe into the bottome of hell. Much ſorrow and an- 
guiſh, for the ſtaine and guiltineſſe they haue left bchinde 
chem, and ſor that they prouoke to iuſt wratb, ſo louing and 
gracious a God. And laſtly, a loathing of them, ſo that hee 
neuer caſts his eyes bac ke vpon them, but with an addition, 

of a new and particular deteſtation. He neuer enters medi- 


tation 


tation of the ſoule and hainous paſſages of his former life, 
but with ſhame and horrour. Euery ſolemne review of his ' 


time of darkneſſe and vnregeneration, makes the wound of 
his remorſe to bleed afreſh. 

By ſenſiblenes I vnderſtand a quicke and preſent appre- 
henſion and feeling of euery ſinne, whether it be publike or 
private, open or ſecret, in our ſelues or others, as well in our 
thoughts and affections, as in our words and actions, in our 

enerall or particular calling, more groſſe and infamous, or 
ſlips and ſtumblings, ſcandals, and appearances of euill. 

Habituall tendernes is a gracious temper & diſpoſition of 
the conſcience, whereby it is apt to be gauled & ſmart, at the 
firſt enteruiew with the iniquities of the time, and at euery 
occurrence of corruptions and all vnconſcionable attempts. 

Theſe properties of tenderneſſe, aptneſſe to ſmart, eaſines 
to bleed at the apprehenſion and 2 of ſinne, are pecu- 
liar to a conſcience illightned, ſanctified, and purged by 
the blood of Chrilt ; neuer incident to the beſt natural! con- 
ſcience, or furniſhed with the choyceſt notions and perfeRi= 
ons of. ciuill honeſtie and formalitie: for theſe are neuer fo 
ſtraite laced, but can let downe at the leaſt without diſtaſte: 
or checke, common ſinnes, leſſer euils, the gainfull and ho- 
nourable errors and obliquities of the time. 

Hence it is that all prophane and vnregenerate men, wan- 
ting the curbe of a ſober and ſanctified conſcience, haue e- 
uer infinite 8 for getting the ſtart and preceden- 
cie, in compaſſing the — glor ie, and preferments of 
the world, For they, hen the atchieuement of any honour, 
happineſſe or high place is ori foot, aduiſe preſently with the: 
ordinarie informers, and counſellers of their conſcience, eu- 
tome, example, multitude, worldly wiſedome, the ſway of 
the times and ſuch like : but with the word of God and- 
godly Chriſtians, onely ſo farre as they doe not ctoſſe their 
ends, and contradict thoſe plots and contriuances which 
they haue laid for their aduancement vnto high roomes, 
And thus they may paſſe with reaſonable quietnes, without 
grudging or grieuing of a conſcience ſo guided, thorow a 
thouſand . 
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thouſand corruptions and indireQions, baſeneſſe, flatteries, 
ſinfull engagements, vnwarrantable courſes, Any of which, 
if it ſhould meete with a conſcience ence ſoundly frighted 
with horrour of former ſinnes, ſoftned and ſanctified by the 
blood of the Lambe, would not onely rubbe off the skinne 
and gaule it, but make it bleede to death. But worldly men 
are at a point, they muſt and will enioy the world; for heere 
they haue their portion and heauen, They eftceme it their 
greateſt happineſſe to be admired and adored aboue others; 
and therefore venture ypon whartſocuer vnlawfull and indi- 
rect procurements, which may bring them to high places; 
rather then they will be defeated and diſappointed in the 

urſuit of worldly happineſſe, they will thorow, whether it 

e thicke or A” or wrong, force or fraud, ſtaine of 
reputation, or wound of conſcience ; Simonie or flatterie, 
friend or foe, all is one: though in the meane time they ſtrike 
their owne poore ſoules thorow with many ſorrowes ; 
though when they are molt glorious in their owne conceit, 
and in the eye ofthe world; in the iuſt cenſure of God, An. 
gels, and ſound Chriſtians they be moſt vile and contemp- 
tible : and indeed in this ſeeming ſun-ſhine of worldly proſ- 
peritie, they treaſure vp vnto themſelues ſtrange feares and 
aſtoniſhments, ſnates, fire and brimſtone, and ſtormie tem- 
peſts againſt theit latter end. 

It is otherwiſe with Gods childe in ſuch affaires: He ſtill 
takes counſell and direction at the oracle of God with (or- 
nelius reſolution, to heare or fotbeare whatſocuer is there 
commanded or forbidden ; and fo followes the comforts of 
this world onely fo farre as it will giue him Jeaue, warrant 
ard aſſiſtance. But if hee be to enter any corrupt courſe, or 
paſſe thorow any vniuſtifiable meanes, for the attainement 
of his purpoſe and preferment; there preſently comes into 
his minde ſuch conſiderations as theſe : Hee conceiues with 
himſelſe, that the paſſage into any place of office, or honour 
by corruption, is euer attended with the curſe of God; and 
fo no true comfort to be expected in the enioyment & exe- 
cution: That the reſtleſſe humour, and proud ſpirit of ambi- 
tion 
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tion, euer haunts and poſſeſſes men of leaſt worth, and worſt 
conſcience: That hee which truly feares Cod neuer deſires 
height of place for the glory or gaine; but onely with a ſo» 
ber differen , thither enclines and carries his affections 
and hopes, and that with trembling at the waightineſſe of 
the charge, where it pleaſeth diuine prouidence by honeſt” 
and lawtull meanes to plant or tranſplant him, for the im- 
loyment of his talent; and where hee may moſt glorifie 
God, benefit the Church,and keepe a good conſcience. He 
thinkes vpon the vanity and miſery of all things we enioy 
in this world; of that ſtrict and great account hee mult very 
ſhortly make vnto the Lord, and Iudge of all the world; of 
the length afthat eternitie, through all whichis vnauoida» 
bly to be endured an cuerlaſting eſtate, either in the ioyes of 
heauen, or paines of hell, Out of ſuch thoughts as theſe 
ſprings his truly noble and Chriſtian reſolution; chat he had 
rather want preferment while the world ſtands, and end his 
daies in arctired and innocent obſcuricy, then by caſting 
himſelfe into the common faſhions and corruptions of the 
world, forfeit the fruit and comfort ofhis former integritie, 
wound his conſcience, and ſerue the time: That hee is farre 
more willing to endure any affliction or diſgrace with Gods 
children, then to enioy the pleaſures of fin, and glory of the 
world for a ſeaſon. 
Ino come inthe third place, to tell you that the word III. 
of God is not rooted in the thoughts of the formall hypo- 
crite ; which is the hearer reſembled vnto the ſtory ground; 
and thence riſcth a very notable and moſt ſpeciall difference 
berwixt him and the child af God, truly poſſeſt of the glo- 
rious ſtate of Grace, 
And I beſeech you marke mee in this point. For the 
thoughts of a man doe farre more cleerely, and impartiallie 
diſtinguiſh the power of ſanctification from the ſtate of 
formalitie, then words, actions, and all outwardneſtc of car- 
riage. For in theſe many times is much cunning and en- 
forcement, artificiall and fained behauiours;counterteit and 
formell conueiances, diſguiſements, and hypocriſies. They 
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arc liable to the lawes of men, open and obujous tothe eye 
and judgement of all; and therefore feare of puniſhment, 
reproch,and baſe reputation; ſhame, & ſpeech ofthe world; 
hope of ceward and riſing; defire of maintaining a good 
opinion for honelly and religion ; of holding ſome gainfull 
coherence with Gods children; are of great power to re- 
tiraine them, and to keepe them within good compaſſe and 
moderation.$o that a mans words and actions way be faire, 
ingenuous, ad honourable z whoſe thoughts are baſe, pro- 
phane and abominable, But thoughts are the free, immedi- 
ate and inuiſible productions of the heart, neuet taken with- 
in che walke of humane iuſtice, by their vaturall ſecrecy ex- 
empted from mans moſt priuy ſearch, and all executions of 
State. Their aberrations ate only cenſurable by the ſearcher 
of all hearts ; noeyepries into theſe ſecrets, but that which 
is tenne thouſand times brighter then the Sunne: And ther- 
fore millions of thoughts, many thouſand formes of imagi- 
nation ſpring continually out of the hearts of men, which 


Vithout feare or maske, without reſtraint or reſeruation doe 


vadiſſemblingly reſemble andrepreſent the true ſtate and 
diſpoſition ofthe heart: So that from them we may be euer 
ſure to take infallible notice, whether the heart as yet oncly 
worke naturally, in framing them, in it owne ſinfull mould, 
and feeding them with conſent and delight; or elſe bee 
taught and guided by a ſupernaturall power, to compoſe 
them according to the light of Gods word, and holy mo- 
tions of his ſanctiſying ſpirit. 

Let vs then conſider whatdeepe rootethe word of God 
doth take, and what ſpeciall ſoueraigutie it doth exerciſe in 
the thoughts ofa ſanQtified man; whereby hee is cleercly 
differenced from all ſtates of varegeneration ; even that of 
tormall hypoctriſie, which I place in a degree aboue ciuill 
honeſſy, and inthe higheſt perfection attainable by an vnre- 
generate man. We will then for our preſent purpoſe con- 
ceiue theſe differences betwixt the childe of God, and the 
formal! hypocrite in this point of thoughts. 

Firit,in reſpect of cheir nature, forms, & maner of working. 
Streames 
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Streames doe reſemble and expreſſe the nature and pro- 
perty of thoſe fountaines whence they ſpring : fo ordinari- 
ly. thoughts and imaginations follow the temper and con- 
ſticution of the heart, wherein they are moulded, I ſay, or- 
dinarily ; for as wee doe not paſle our iudgements of the 
depth of a riuer,or quality of the water, when by ſudo ennes 
of inundation, or incurſion of neighbor brooks,ic is grown 
into a torrent, and become muddy for a while: ſo neither 
are we to cenſure, or take meaſure of our thoughts by ſome 
vncouth motions, and extraotdinaty ſtirrings, we ſometimes 
feele in them, but according to the ordinary current,and ge- 
nerall ſway, they commonly hold and exerciſe in our hearts, 
For ſometimes, euen the vnregenetate may haue good pur- 

oſes and inclinations towards ſincerity, carneſt longings 
tor the happineſſe of the Saints, and the ee, ofthe 
latter end; ſome flaſhes of comfort and perſwafion though 
from falſe grounds, that the ſpitituall Rate of their ſoule is 
fate and ſound:but ſuch thoughts as theſe in ſuch men,ſpend 
their life in their birth; as they riſe, ſo they glide and paſle 
away without all fruit, true comfott, or proſit to their owne 
ſoules. On the other ſide, the calmneſſe and ſerenity of ſan- 
ctified thoughts in a good Chriſtian,may ſometimes be fou- 
ly diſquieted and interrupted, either by ſome ſudden erup- 
tion of the telikes of our own ſinful nature, by violent inua- 
ſion of ſome enticing obiect from abroad, or by the mali- 
cious and immediate iniections of Satan. But becauſe ſuch 
thoughts as theſe oppoſe againſt the generall and ſetled 
purpoſe of Gods child; he well knowes, out of his ſpirituall 
wiſdom and holy experience, how to repell and bridle them, 
how to repent of them, and pray againſt them, how to bee 
humbled, and bettered by them, in ſetting a ſtronger guard, 
and morenarrow watch ouer his heart for afterward, left he 
be vnawarcs ſurprized the ſecond time. 

Sith therefore the heart of a notorious finner is hardneſſe 
it ſcife ; for beſides naturall obduration, it is yet further,and 
more fearcfully hardned by a deſperate extinguiſhment of 
tholc leſſer ſparkes of a generall inclination to ciuil vor 
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by along cuſtome ina diſſolute courſe, bythe contagious 
company of leand and grace le ſſe companions, by the curſe 
of God vpon his wiltull continnance in fin; therefore ] ſay, 
his thoughts are all continually, and reſoluedly ſinne, and 
that in ih and horrible degree: Wickedneſſe hath ſo en- 
woouen it ſelfe into his heart, that within he is very corrup- 
tion, And whereas among all other comforts of life, ſleepe 
goth moſt ſweetly feede and refreſh nature; yet the humour 
of finning, is farre more naturall vnto him, and more domi- 
nant in his aff: tions, then defire . he cannot ſleep, 
except he hath done euill; and hu ſleepe departeth, except hee 
cauſe ſome to fall, He imapineth miſchiefe v pon his bed : Pal, 
36.4. Whenhe is encompaſſed with the fees and darkenes 
of the night,an image and repreſentation of his graue, and 
of the horror ofthat great day; when his minde is retired 
from worldly affaires, the noiſe & tumult of men, when it is 
moſt aQiue,powerfull,and fitted for divine contemplation; 
even then are his thoughts as blacke as hell, and deepeſt in 
the works of darkneſle ; then is hee plotting and contriuing 
wiſthicfe : How to compaſſe his pleaſures, and accompliſh 
the lufts of his heart, where to crow ne himſelfe with trcſh 
Rofe-buds ; by what meanes to fer forward the trade of 
drunkenneſſe, and to inlarge the number of Satans rcuellers, 
that with more contentment and company hee may leaue 
fome tokens of his pleaſures and ſwaggering in every place: 
how to ſupplant his brother, oppreſſe his neighbour, grieue 
and diſgrace Gods ſeruants; indeed how to become an ab- 
folute villaine ypon earth, and the fouleſt fiend in hell. 

You ſce what are the thoughts of the notorious ſinners 
obdutate heart, which is a» full of hardneſſe, as the Moone of 
light;and therefore inforced, as it were, to empty and diſ- 
charge it ſelfe of ſome ſtonines, by transfuſing an iron ſin ev 
into the necke, and a brafen brow into the face. Neither 
iudgement nor mercy will bend and encline him to grace: 
no adinoniti6 or miniſtery of the word, wil make him bluſh 
at his open and profeſt impiety : So that his heait doth not 
onely greedily entertaine, what leaudneſſe doth ordinarily 


ſpring 
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ſpring from corruption of nature, and is ſuggeſted by o- 
thers ; but being paſt all ſenſe, boch of ſhame and ſinne, be- 
comes one of the diuels neweanuentors, and ſets the thoughts 
buſily on worke for the deuice of ſtrange villanies and miſ- 
chietes, and for addition of new tories, faſhions, and cit- 
cumſtances of inning, 

No better are the thoughts of the groſſe hypocrite, ano- 
ther kind of finner, but fully as foule and abominable. For if 
we could look into his heart, though his outward lite be or- 
dered ſmoothly & ciuilly;yer we ſhould ſee within, a bloo- 
dy ſlaughter-houſe of malice, cruelty & teuenge, an hatefull 
ſtewes of impure imaginations and adulteries of the heart, 
a forge of much miſchiefe, of furious and fiery rage againſt 
the power of grace, an inſatiable gulfe of greedy deſires for 
wealth and riches, for vndeſerued reſpect and reverence in 
the world; indeed a cage of al vncleane and rauenous birds. 
Here is only the difference; the notorious hnner dares act 
and execute the abominations of his heatt in the ſight of the 
Sun: but the groſſe hypocrite would gladly ſin vnſeene, and 
goe to hell with as little noiſe and notice of the world as. 
may be; and therefore he drawes a curtaine of coſenage and 
hypocriſie bet int the fight of the world and touleneſſe of 


his fin, In the hearts of Ahab and ſexabel was nothing but 1 Kings 21. 


blood and murder, couetouſneſſe, oppreſſion, and mercilefle, 
encloſure; oncly vpon the vgly viſages of theſe foule ſiends; 
they put a vizard of a faſt, formall witneſſes, and legal! pro- 
ceeding. The ordinaty thoughts then of the groſſe hypo- 
crite are the ſame, as vile and helliſh, as thoſe of the notori- 
ous ſinner, Nay he doubles his iniquity, and addes waight 
to the vengeance preparing for him; in that he Hraines the 
vtmoſt yeine of his wit, and ſounds the depth of his damned 
policie, to clothe them with faire pretences, and colourable 
ſhifts,as they paſſe and preſent themſelues vnto the world in 
words and actions, and in that he labouts to ſeeme a Saint, 
while he is in truth an incarnat diuell. 

But the — ofthe formall hypoecrite; for with him I 


am ſpecially to deale, (1 haue onely added in this point, the 
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notorious ſinner, and groſſe hypocrite, for further diſtincti- 
on and illuſttation) l ſay his thoughts, as they come certain- 
ly ſhort of trae ſanctification, o they are farre better then 
theſe now mentioned, For we ſuppoſe his heart to be ſeaſo- 
ned with goodneſle of nature and ciuill honeſty to haue ta- 
ed ofthe generall graces of Gods ſpitit, and in ſome ſort of 
the powers of the world to comeʒand therefore his thoughts 
are more faite, ingenuous, ſober and moderate, then thoſe 
foule and hatefull Ones of the notorious ſinner, and grofle 
hypocrite, His heart will riſe, and be aftiighted with ſugge- 
lions of infamous conſequence and markable horror ; as 
thole of Atheiſme, Cruelty, Drunkenneſle, Adultery, Here- 
fie and ſuch like: but notwithſſanding, becauſe it is not ſoft- 
ned and fanned by ſpeciall grace, without much ſcruple 
or conſcience, it will let the imaginations looſe to much 
idleneſſe and vanity, to many fruitleſſe conceits, impertinen- 
cies and prophane wandrings ; but eſpecially into the end- 
Icfle maze of worldly cares and earthly-mindednes. For hee 
doth in ſome ſort in his practiſe approoue and iuſtific that 
wicked and peſtilent prouerbe : 7 Hong his are free. They are 
free indeed, in reſpect of obnoxioutnes to humane iuſtice, in 
reſpect of diſcovery and danger from any creature; but the 
eye and vengeance of heauen takes firſt and ſpeciall notice 
of them, and holds them puniſhable, as the principals, and 
chiefe plotters of all tranſgreſſions, Words and actions are 
as it were fins at ſecond hand, the very firſt life and freſheſt 
vigour of all ill is immediatly received,and inſpired into the 
thoughts, He nce it is, that Peter aduiſeth Sn Magus, to 
pray God. f it Were poſſible, that the thong ht of hu heart might 
be {orginen him as though there lay the greateſt guilt, and 
deepeſt ſtaine before God. 

By the way before I paſſe to the thoughts of Gods child, 
obſerue one ſpec iall marke of difference in this point, be- 
tix: the true Chriſſian, and formall hypocrite. 

The formall hypocrite doth euer bow and maintaine 


in himſelſe, one ſweet pleaſing boſome ſinne or other, as vo- 
! 


luptuouſnes, worldlineſſe,a greedy purſuit of temporall fe- 
licitie, 
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Hcity, an exceſſive deſire of greatnes, and note in the world, 
an oppoſition to ſincerity, a delight in good fellowſhip, or 
ſome ſuch like carnall contentment or ſecret fin + on which 
his minde moſt runs; whereupon the beſt and che flower, the 
teruency & dearenes of his Sought are ſpent, Gods word, 
honor, and ſeruice, checks of conſcience, morions of the ſpi- 
rie, miniſtery ofthe word. admonition of friends, ſaluation 
of ſoule, by an vnreaſonable and inconſequent diſcourſe of 
his ſenſuall reaſon, are all made ſubordinate and ſeruiceable 
to this Idoll : To which with much delight hee daily ſacrifi- 
ceth the nobleſt & immediate workes and iflues of his ſoule. 
As for the ſtate of his conſcience, ſpirituall affaires, care of 
heauen, that One . . thing ; theſe things take vp his 
thoughts but at reverſion, by ſtarts, by accident; and when 
they come into the heart, their entertainment is very cold 
and ſtrange, their abode ſhortzand while they ſtay, they are 
apprehended and enioyed with much wearinefle and weak- 
neſſe.I conceiue this to be the reaſon : Hee hath a full raſte 
and preſent feeling of the pleaſures of his ſweet ſinne; hee 
hath ſenſible and certaine poſi-(hon of worldly contents 
ments, but no reall and ſound aflurance by ſauing faith, and 
his forſaking all ſinne, of the ioyes and comforts aboue; 
and therefore doth grecdily follow and feed voon the pre- 
ſent, with conſent of his erring indgement, delight of heart, 
the beſt of his affections, and molt of his thoughts, And as 
for hereafter, ſith he is conſcious to him{clfe, ot an honeſt 
ciuill life, of a ſober formall cariage ia the affaires of religi- 
on, and that he is not infamous with any notoi louſneſſe in 
the world, but as good as the beſt, a few preciſe fellowes of 
purer ſtraine onely excepred, whoſe pretence and profeſſi- 
on ofcxtraordinary ſanctity, is nothing (in his conceit) but 
humour and hypocriſie; he therefore, I ſay, for hereafter, re- 
ferres himſelfe at all aduentures vnto the mercy of God, and 
to the lot and condiuon of many thouſands which are in the 
{ame caſe and Rate with himſelſe. 
But it is otherwiſe with Gods child For hy the power of 
ſanctifying grace, as he hath alſo mortiſied all other: ſo 


ſpecially 


_— 1 * 4 e 74 — 
— p * 9 — ITY. 
» „ „ 1 „ ot * dt — 
v 7 
* . 
8 * 


128 A Diſconrſe of true happineſſe. 


ſpecially he hath broke the very heart of the ſweet ſinne of 
his vnregeneration, And as in a beſieged citie, where the 
greateſt and moſt dangerous breach is made,therethe inha- 
bitants concurre with chiefeſt care, and higheſt reſolution, 
to fortifie and make teſiſtance: euen ſo ſith he knowes and 
ee les. that before his calling his delightfull and darling ſinne 
molt fearefully waſted his foule, and wounded his conſci- 
ence, hee makes (ure to imploy his thoughts with ſpeciall 
edge and indignation, to counter mine, preuent, rehlt, abo- 


minate and abandon all thought of that ſinne: And now by 


the grace of God, ſih the heart, the fountaine, is purged 
and ſanctified, the ſtteame and heate of their intention 
and delight is carried another way, For hee hath found that 
rich and ineſtimable Treaſure in the Goſpell; and there- 
fore he ſels all that be hath ; hee parts with cuery pleaſure; 
hee calts out of his conceit whatſoeuer hath beene formerly 
deate and pretious voto him, and lets all his thoughts, with 
looſe raines, greateſt ioyfulneſſe and oſteneſt meditation 
runne after it, and ſweetly refreſh themſelues with the glo- 
ry and comfort of it. If a man vpon the way ſhould finde 
{ome pretious orient pearle, hardly could he keepe his eyes 
from gazing vpon it; his exceſſe of ioy would eaſily com- 
mand and confine the fight to ſo rare and hopeſull an ob- 
ject, vntill he meete — ſome skilſull Lapidarie, or come 
where he might thorowly be acquainted with the worth, 
and fully enioy the . of it: Euen ſo, after a man by the 
illightened eye of his ſoule, and the hand of ſauing faith, 
once ſeaze and lay fure hold vpon the pearle of great price. 
the graces of Gods ſpirit and eternall life, the heart is pre- 
ſently ſo filled with loue and admiration, that for cuer aſter 
it ſpends the moſt, the deareſt, and the nobleſt thoughts vp- 
on it: aud they once ſet on foote, are ſo cheered and taui- 
ſhed with the heauenly begutie thereof, that they follow 
wich continuall incteaſe of feruency and longing, vntill 
they come vnto the clecte viſion and full poſſe For ofit, at 
tbe tight hand of God, in the endleſſe ioyes ofthe world a- 


Boue, 
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The thoughts then of a true Chriſtian are of a farre more 
heauenly temper,diuine nature, and higher ſtraine, then the 
largeſt heatt of the belt vnregenerate mi, can ordoth poſſi- 
bly comprehend. The formall hypocrite may haue his minde 
worthily buſied in points of deepeſt learning, in the myſte- 
ries of State, and affaites of kingdomes, in the beſt and high» 
eſt conſiderations which nature, art, moralitie, or policle can 
afford, nay, he may ſometimes entertaine into his thoughts 
with ioy, the promiſes of grace,the happineſle of the Saints, 
the ioyes of heauen & the like; though theſe haue neuer any 
roote or long reſidence in him, But that the word of grace 
ſhould ſo emplant . it ſelfe into the inner man, y the thoughts 
ſhould neuer bee ſo well or welcome to the heart, as When 
they are wadiug in the great myſtetie of godlines, and with 
an holy wiſedome plotting for the inlargement of Chriſts 
glorious kingdome in himſelfe and others: That it ſhould 
make all other diſcourſes of the mind ſubordinate and eon- 
tributarie to ſuch heauenly meditations ; and to this end ſer 
bounds and limits to the millions of imaginations that daily 
ariſe, and erect an holy regiment among(tthem; I ſay,this is 
the ſpeciall prerogatiue of a ſanctified man. For he alone, be- 
cauſe of his truth, ſincerity and vprightnes in the inner parts, 
makes conſcience of . wandring thoughts, (of 
which the formall hypocrite, either takes no notice at all, or 
not much to heart.) He is as much caſt done, vext and grie- 
ued with their diſorder and exorbitancie, as with the errors 
and infirmities ofhis words and actions; and therefore eſta- 
bliſheth as it were a gracious gouernment amongſt them, to 
keep out confuſion, idlenes, and rebellion, He confines them 
to a reuerent and feeling meditation vpon Gods word and 
works, to a care of conſcionable managingthe affaires of his 
calling; only ſometimes, but ſparingly with many cautions, 
exceptions,and ſeaſonablenes,letting them out to honeſt re- 
creations. Whatſocuer thought is wandring without this 
cõpaſſe or within it vnſincere, is ſinſull: ſo that if he take any 
ſtragling, without theſe limits, any entiſers to vanities and 
impertinencies, any obtruders * of ſo happy — 
War 
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ward peace: he preſently apptehends them by the watchfu] 
eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome; examines them by the law of 
God, arraignes them in the conſiſtorie of an illightned con- 
ſcience, and fo cuts them off in time by the power of grace, 
and ſword of the ſpirit; that is, by oppofing againſt them at 
the ſirſt riſing inthe heart by preſent repentance,prayer,and 
aftcr-watchtulnefle ; he bleſſedly rids himſclfe of the miſe- 
ries, and diſtractiõ ef prophane and troubleſome thoughts. 
That this is no Idea, I now propoſe vnto you ;howſoeuer it 
ſo be to euery vnregenerate man, and fo when he heares it, 
he conceiues of it; for little knowes hee what adoe euery 
childe of God hath with his thoughts; ſay that this is no 
Idea, or idle abſtraction, appeates pregnantly and plentiful- 
ly in Davids practiſe; who for all the ſtrong enticements, 
ordinarily incident to the pleaſures of a Court, and naturall 
libertie of Princes, although the cares and waight of a 
kingdome lay vpon him, and that his Royall innocencie 
was (tilt haunted and aſſailed with ſuch indignities and 
vexations,which might almoſt haue fwaicd the bleſſed and 
quiet thoughts of a glorious Angell to diſtraction and diſ- 
contentment; yet for all this the la of God did ſill princi- 
pally take vp his heart, and that day and night. Gods word 
and workes, his ſtatutes and judgements, were meate and 
drinke vnto his minde, and his meditation continually, as is 
more then plaine in many places ofthe 119 Pſalme. Oh, ſaith 
he in the 13. portion, how ſoue I thy law l it is my meditation 
continually, So vnexpreſſable heere was his pang of holie 
love vnto Gods law, that hee prefixerh a particle of zeale, 
and extraordinarie paſſion; Oh, ſaith hee: And where the 
heart hath once truely and fixedly ſer it loue, there all the 
thoughts feaſt themſelues with deareſt appchenfions, and 
with greateſt impatiencie of all other imployment. This is 
the verie caſe then of all Gods ſeruants, they meditate on 
the word of God moſt contentedly and continually, becaufe 
they loue it farre before and aboue all carthly things; and 
ſo dearely doe they loue it; becauſe in it with ſpeciall ſecu- 
ritie are conueied vnto them all the rich treaſures of mercie, 


remiſſion: 
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remiſſion of ſinnes, ſplrituall comfort, and eternall life, and 
particularly ſealed ynto the by the Spirit of the ſame word. 
Salomon confirmes this worthie practiſe of his father, by his 
teltimony,Proaz, 5-The thoughts of the iuſt are right iud 
ment, or w/tice;for ſo the word ſignifies in the Originallzbut 
the ſuttle denices of the wicked are deceit. The thoughts of all 
ynregenerate men are cõmonly, either rooting in = earth, 
or drownedin pleaſures, or running after preferment, or ran- 
ging vp and downeidly and prophanely, or fruitleſſely me- 
lancholike; or if ſometimes they glance, or ſettle themſelues 
vpon good things, they are ſtill as a menſtruous clout, and 
abom i nationto the Lord: becauſe their conſciences are not 
tenued. their hearts purged, their perſons ſanctifſied and ac- 
cepted. But the thoughts of every child of God are ordinari- 
ly working, for the maintenance and furthering of Gods 
glory and good cauſes, for procuting true good to theit bre- 
thren, eſpeciallie in ſpirituall things, for increaſing grace in 
themſelues, and their ſtore of comtort againſt the day of tri- 
all. And if ſo be (which ſometimes befalles the beſt) they be 
croſt by ſinfull motions in themſelues, or ſuggeſtions of Sa- 
tan, yet by their ſurprizing and ſuppreſſing — at the very 
firſt riſing and aſſault, and by preſent repentance, they are 
vndoubtedly euer pardoned vnto them in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Giue me leaue, I pray you, to illuſtrate this yarietic and 
difference of thoughts, which ] haue now largely laid down 
ynto youzin our ſelues, for the neerer prefling — conſci- 
ences, and that in the matter of Elections. 

Let vs imagine a notorious (inner to haue a voyce and 
hand in ſuch buſineſſe: his very firſt thoughts would be to 
haue no thought at all of Oath or Statute, of conſcience or 
honeſtie, of honour of his Colledge,or good of the Church: 
but would reſolve out of the prophane principles of his vaſt 
conlcience, and by the benefit of a large acception of cha- 
ritic,to be indifferent for all commers. Onely in his choice, 
he would haue an eye to the maine, that the ſtate of good- 
fcllowſhip ſhould take no diſparagement or diminution 


and therefore hee would moſt carefullic caſt about with 
V 2 himſclte 
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himſelſe by all meanes, todefeate and preuent the purpoſes, 
and to-Rop the paſlage eſpecially of al Puritanes. You muſt. 
know by the way, that theſe are a very dangerous kinde of 
men, able to blow vp whole houſes, bytheir too fierie zeale 
ainſt idlenes, drunkenneſſe, other ſhamefull corruptions, 
cloſe and politike cariages of many rotten and vnconſcio- 
* The world is nable nn and the like. For by Puritanes in this place, I 
CUTE 1 onely vnderſtand them, (tor euen ſuch are ſo branded) who 
N 1 © makeconſcience of ſiudy, and religious education of Schol- 
piophanenes, lers, who are readie euet, & reſolute to vphold goodnes in a 
hat euen ho · Houſe, though they he ctuſſit, diſgraced and diſofficed: who 
neſts & ſancti.· out of a gracious and ingenuous treedome of Spirit, will be 
conn, *1 their ownemen in Elections, and other Collegiate ſervices; 
2 4.4 and not ſuffer their conſciences to be led hood- winkt, to 
by che nick · ſerue other mens humours and priuate ends; who chuſe ra- 
name of Puri- thet in a neglected — enioy the continual feaſt | 
Raniſme, and perpetuall paradiſe of a fincere heart, true and inward 
comfort, the ſocietie of Gods ſeruants, then for many times 
full dearely bought fauours and offices, to enthrall and vio- 
lence both their judgements and affections, to live reſerued- 
ly,vnder a maske, and at a haires breadthſor all occaſiõs and 
obſeruances; fo wearing out a little miſerable time in a glo- 
rious and countenanced ſlauerie: In a word, who of the two 
would rather ſaue their ſoules, them proſper in the world. 
Now ſuch fellowes as theſe, thinkes he with himfelfe, which 
ſeeme, as it were, by an * Monopoly, to haue en- 
roſt all ſinceritie, honeſſie and good conſcience, muſt be 
— out; or if by ſome dyſaſter, they ereep in amongſt vs, be 
curbed and kept ynder, elſe ſhall not wee ſway and domi- 
neere, Hereupon all the labour of his wit, and toile of his 
thoughts would be, to — a thorne, where a vine ſhould 
— to burthen theſe ſacred and honorable Manſions, 
eſigned onely for gracious and golden wits, with leaden 
drones, and ſwarmes of worthleſſe and witleſſe creatures. 


2 - Secondly, the thoughts of the rom hypocrite in this 
d 


wai htie bufines of Elections, would be as vtterly void of al 
— e ingenuous gonſiderations, as the notorious 
ſinners. 
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finners, Firſt, he would c6mune with his o couetous harr, 
(for cõmonly worldlines'is the maſter — 
crite, therfore I follo y the thoughts rifing thence)he Would 
within himſelfe caft a greedy & rauenous eye vpon the con- 
dition of all the competitours for the place, & at length con- 
elude. & be ſure to ſeaze vpon that party, let his learning ot 
honeſtie be what it would, where in all likelihood he might 
make the richeſt prey, and ſucke out the greateſt aduantage: 
Eithet purchaſe a great friend, ſtrengthen his faction, gratiſie 
his fauorites, receiue a preſent bribe,or elſe, which is a ſecret 
but a ſinfull policte,by weighing circumſtances,marking in- 
ſinuations, & former cariages, expect the largeſt after grati · 
fication,cloſe and indirect conſiderations, & the moſt libetal 
New-yeeres gifts, (for in then certainly ſometimes lurkes 
corruption.) Theſe things thus thought vpon, there followes 
no in him, an addition to the iniquity ofthe notorions fin- 
ner. He is not content to be thus Farke naught, but he muſt 
double his fm by ſeeming good; it is not enough for him to 
be thus curſedly peſtilent to the place where he lines, bur he 
muſt enlarge y miſchiefe, by putting ona vizard of piety: He 
therefore in a ſecond place would beate his braines, how he 
* varniſhouer this villany, with moſt probable and fai- 
reſſ pretẽces. The bribe muſt come in vpõ other termes, with 
other circumſſ ãces, then the groſſenes of that vile fin is wont 
to be conuaied; he thinkes how he may deale openly, and in 
the eye of the world with men, withour all ſition, while 
the matter is carried vnder hand by ſuttle, mediate, and moſt 
exerciſed Agents in the goodly affaires of abominable cor- 
ruption. Laſtly, ho is much troubled in mind, how for all this 
he may continue a good opinion with good men, & giue ſa- 
tisfactiõ to thoſe, whom he deceiues by his ſeeming: but 
much praQiſe he makes this reaſonable eaſie; for politicke 
hypocrific hath ſo many faces,turnings and euaſions, that it 
can too eaſily inſinuate with, and ſarisfie vnſuſpicious, inno- 
cent & charitable finceriey, He can tell them of ſome depths 
in Imyſterie of gouerament, which euery pretiſe vnderli 
cannot oomprehendʒ that ſome libertie & di r 
V3 PQ - 
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be giuen to ſlatute - diſcretion, againſt the bare letter, and 
510 meaning ol the llatute; that wee liue not in Platoes 
common-wealth,or Mores Eutepia, but in corrupt times, in 
the very confluence of all the fins of former ages;and there - 
fore it is vttetly impoſſible to keepe a mans ſelfe ſo paſſingly 
pure from all ſpice of contagion; that ſomething muſt needs 
be yeelded to the times els there is no liuing, at Jcali no pro- 
ſpering in the world. Thus the groſſe hypocrite is euer as 
x Bk 07 for outward plaiſtering,as ſecrer plotting, 
Thirdly, let vs conceiue what would be the inward diſ- 
courſe and workings of the heart in the formall hypocrite, 
about diſpoſing his voice in Elections. His thoughts in theſe 
caſes perhaps, would not be extremely baſe, nor groſſy wice 
ked:it may be he would be able to cleere euen his conſciẽce 


and inmolt conceit; much mote to Maſli his hands from the 
hatefull and crying ſinne of downe-right bribery, This hore 
riblenes is only for notorious ſinnets, and groſſe hypoxtites. 
Nay, out of ſome ſudden pang of higheſt reloſution, tkat in- 
genuouſneſſe of nature, or motall honeſlie can 2 hee 


might take heart to anſwere and withſtand the ſuits and im- 
portunitic of Greatneſle and great meanes: onely with this 
reſeruation, ſo that his preſent happines be not therby maine 
ly hazarded,nor hope of his future preſerment certainly cut 
off, For we mult till hold this principle concernin g the for- 
mall hypocrite; if hee be brought to a iumpe, hee will euer 
make cuen Gods holy word, conſcience, religion, deſires 
and intreaties of Godly men, and all to yecld and ſtoope to 
the worldly comforts he r enioyes, but vpon as faire 
1 with as plauſible conueiance as may be. It may 
be, he will be good in many things, and outwardly in all;but 
ſay the Prophets what they will, hee muſt into the houſe of 
Rimmon, God muſt be mercifull vnto him in one thing or o- 
ther:he is ſhort of the ſtate of grace, and by conſequent, hath 
no ſound and reall aſſurance of heauen aboue; — therefore 
he will haue ſome ſweetnes in the meane time, he will enioy 
ſome ſhadow at leaſt of one heauen or other vpon earth. So 


chat if we ſuppoſe ſuch an one to take a vie in his thoughts 
| | of 
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ofal that land for a place, he would reſolue for goodnes and 
honeſty, ſo far as the ſecurity & ſafety of his maine content 
ments would giue him leaue, ſo far as the light ofreaſon, and 

limmerings of generall graces were able to leade him: but 
— he is ſtill too reſpectiue of his own particular, wants 
the eye of ſpititual diſcretion, & ſuffers his conſcience to be 
— . countetmanded by worldly wiſdome;he may I 
grant by conſtraint occaſionally or by accident conſent and 
concur ypon the worthieſtʒbut ordinarily,for meere loue of 
religiouſneſſe, hee doth not make within his owne heart, 

a free, vnpaſſionate, impartiall, ſincere and conſcionable 
choice. For let him otherwiſe be neuer ſo wiſe or honeſt, 
yet he is a meere ſtranger to the myſterie of godlines, vtter- 
ly vnapprehenſiue of the ſingular and ſupernaturall opera- 
tions of the fe of grace ; and therefote cannot diſcerne be. 
tvixt reſolute ſinceritie, and true turbulencie : whereupon! 
it may often come to paſſe, that by a promiſcuous confuſion: 
oftheſe two moſt different ſpirits, he may ſo much as in him 
lies, repell farre the beſt, to the vnfatisfable wrong of the 
partie, and the vnualuable loſſe of the Houſe which ſhouldi 
enioy him. There is one point further in deliberations of 
this nature, in which hee would iumpe with the notorious 
finner: In aduiſing with himfelfe for a fit man, if by the way 
his thoughts ſhould be croſſed, with a man of knovene, pro- 

feſſed, and practiſed forwardnefle in religion; hee would 

paſſe him ouer with contempt and — . > for thus 

would he thinke with himſelfe :Tf ſuch a fellow come in a- 
mongꝑſt vs, wee ſhall: haue all moulded anew aſter the ſtrict 

modell of his itregular conſcience; we ſhould be troubled! 
with new tricks and ereQions, for the encreaſement of ſtudy: 
andreformation of manners; he would be (till ſtanding and 

ſtriuing for an Ideall and abſtractiue purity in Elections, and 
other affaires of the Colledye, ſo that our former quietneſſe 
and peace would bee much diſſwertned with his tartneſſe, 
and too much preciſeneſſe. Thus would he be as hote and 
headie againſt the —— of grace, as the notorious ſinner: 
For though there bee many different degrees of ilnefle, of 


vareges 
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vnre generate men; ſome are farre more ſober, tolletable, 
and moderate chen others, yet all commonly agree in this, 
that they are bitter and implacable — to the proſeſ- 
fon and pradiſe of ſound and ſauing ſiuceritie. Gods faith- 
full Ones euer were, and euer will be Signes and Wonders e- 
uen in Iſracl: Iſai. 8. 18. Mon(ters unto the great men of 
the wor ld, as Dauid was, Pſalmæ 71.7. A ſcorne, reproch, and 
deriſion to them that are round about them: P ſalm. 79.4. They 
ſhall euer be accounted men of an odde faſhion, and ſinꝑu- 
lar cariage from other men, Wiſd.2,15.preciſe, humorous, 
hypocriticall and the like. Miſtake me not; I apologize not 
— vnwarrantable opinion tending to Separat ion; it is 
onely ſanctification, true and vndiſſembled holineſſe, with- 
out which none ſhall every ſee the face of God, or glorie of 
heauen, which I ſtand for, and intend in all my Diſcourſe, 
But by the way let mee tell you this, in this generall and 
ioynt-conſpiracic ofall kindes of naturall men, againſt the 
ſpirituall Rate of true Chriſtians, and the ſoueraigntie of 
Cods ſanctifying Spirit in them; the meere ciuill honeſt 
man, and formall hypocrite,as I take it, are tranſported with 
more fietceneſſe and rage againſt them, then the groſſe hy- 
pocrite,and notorious — This I take to be the reaſon; 
The groſſe hypoctite he ſinnes againſt the light of his one 
8 with the certaine knowledge of his heart; 
and therefore doth not much enuie and grudge the righte- 
ous man his excellencic aboue his neighbour, and ſaluation 
of his ſoule: The notorious ſinner in is more ſober mood, 
and cold blood will confeſſe himſelſe to be out of the way, 
promiſe and proteſt amendment, or at leaſt reſerves in his 
heart a reſolution to repent when hee is old: but the meere 


ciuill honeſt man and the formall hypocrite thinke their 


qwne ſtate to bee as good as the beſt; and whatſocuer is 
more, and beſides that which they finde in themſelues, to 
be but nerdleſſe preciſeneſſe, and affected ſingularitie; and 
therefore are many times gauld and grieued, that the trulie 
gracious and conſcionable cariage of Gods ſeruants, doth 
cenſure and condemne their out ardneſſe and formality in 


religion; 
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teligion, and make it plainely appeare, that their caſe with- 
out ſound conuerſion and imbracement of ſineerity, is the 
very ſtate of wretchednesand of death. 

But now fourthly and latily, in Elections the thoughts of 
Gods child, in whoſe heart alone the word of God doth 
chiefly rule,and is deepely rooted, would bee theſe or the 
like, la the fit ſt place there comes into his minde a reuerent 
feare of that God, who hath mercifully aduanced him to his 
place, wherein hee expeReth conſcience and faithfulneſſe; 

He conſiders that ſolemne and ſacred oath which hee takes 
in the fight of him who ſeeth all hearts and cogitations ; foc 
a reſolute and vnſwayed vprightneſſe in the diſpoſing of his 
voice; that vpon the inregritic or vnconſcionableneſſe in 
Elections, depends the miſery and confution, or happinefle 
andflourtſhing of an Howſe, Hee further calleth to mind 
out of his experience, that · commonly thoſe tellowes who 

thruſt into ſocieties, offices, and high roomes, by ſhufling 
and violence, by faction and prepoſterous fauout; by cun- 
ning, ot corruption, become pernicious and diſhonaurable 

to the places where they line ; they are ſtill thornes in the 
ſides, and pricksin the eyes of all that loue grace and good- 
neſſe: they either turne idle, truly factious, or notoriouſſy 
ſcandalous, by miſſpending the vnualuable pretiouſneſſe of 
their golden houres, in Taverns, Ale · hotiſes. or ſome other 
courſe of good-ftellowſhip, to the incxpiable and eternall 
diſhonour of thoſe Houſet, of which they ſhould bee orna- 
ments: and when they haue done much hurt and miſchiete 
here, they are the onely men to bargaine for, buy, or com- 
paſſe by iudirect and ſiniſter dealing, Benefices, and ſpiri- 
tuall promotions abroad: of which being poſſeſſ.they either 
by vnconſcionable and cruell negligence, and Non-refi- 
dence in their charge, berray the ſoules of their people ro 
wildnefſe and barbariſme, to ignorance, prophanenefle, or 
poperie; or elſe by aprophane and ynhallowed handling of 

Gods word, by daubing with vntempered morter, as tlic 

Prophet ſpeakes, ſo ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, 


that they cannot teturne from their wicked waies and fl a 
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the heart of the righteous, and make them ſad whom the 
Lord hath not made fad, and the bruifed reed is quite bro- 
ken and the ſmoaking flaxe viterly pur out. Now thinkes 
the child of God with himſclte out of his ſpiritual] wiſe- 
dome, if ſuch an one as theſe ſhould bee choſen by my de- 
fault and faintheattedne ſle; I ſhould in ſome fort and mea- 
ſure be iultly guiltie, and an{werable before that high and 
euetlaſting ludge, of the many miſeries and miſchieſes, 
which ordinarily enſue vpon ſo vnhappy a choice, Hereup- 
on after a mature and impartiall ſuruay of all circumſtances 
conſiderable in the party, the ſtatute and whole buſineſſe; 
he fingles out him with fincerity and ſingleneſſe of heart, 
whom in conſcience he thinks moſt ſufficient; and there he 
ſtickes with a truely Chriftian and vnſhaken reſolution, 
pitcht by the very power and ng of heauen : and 
come what come will, tempeſts, or faire weather; preſer- 
ment, or pouertie; threatnings or flatterery; policie,or per- 
ſuaſion; priuate importunities, or frowenings of Greatne le; 
he is at a point, infinitely rather to keepe a good conſcience 
and ſaue his ſoule, then to enioy the preſent, and gaine the 
whole world. For hee well knowes that the day is at hand, 
euen that great and feare ful Day, When the conſciouſneſſe of 
one gratious action, performed with vprightneſſe of heart, 
will breed more comfort, then the glory, riches, and ſouo- 
rai ꝑnty of the whole earth. 

To conclude this point: As vnregenerate and ſanctified 
thoughts differ much in their workings euen about the 
ſame Obiects: ſo there are ſome, Which are Gods © childs 
peculiar, with which the Rate of vmegeneration is vtterly 
vnacquainted. They are ſuch as theſe: 

Firſt, thoughts full of feare and aſtoniſhment, all hell 
and horrour, which riſe out of the heart, when it is firſt 
flricken with ſenſe of Gods wrath at the ſigbt of bis 
finnes, Theſe are ſcorched, in very many, euen with the 
flames of hell in their conuetſion: They burne ſometimes 
the very marrow out of their bones, and turne the beſt: 
moyſture in them into the drought of Summer. No 


print 
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print or karre of theſe wofull and wounded thoughts, ap- I doe not 
peare in the heart of the formall hypocrite. This hell vpon hereby enempt 


earth, is onely paſſed thorow by the heires of heaven, while | — | wag 


the children of hell haue commonly their heauen vpon ſiom all terem- 


earth. blings and ter 

2 Secondly, thoughts bcompoſed al of pure comfort, ioy, vors of conici- 
heauen,immorrality, the ſweet and louely iſſues of the ſpirit cucc for line ; 
of adoption, Theſe flow onely from the fountaine of grace, — _— 
and ſpring vp ĩn that ſoule alone, which having newly paſ- of Gods chil- 
ſed the range agonies, and ſore pangs of the new-birth, is dren, to paſſe 
puſently bathed in the blood of Chriſt, lulled in the boſome BY thorove 


* p 0 - he 
af Gods deateſt mercies, ant ſecuted wich the ſeale, and ſe- — — 


cret unpreſſon of luis erernall loue, and ſacred ſpirit, not on- 
ly fromthe rage of hell; but alſo of an — and toy- — Pers: 
all iqheritasce aboue. Oh the heart of the vnregenerate man Kingdome of 
is farre ton narrow; baſe and earthly to comprehend the vn- St ce, and to 
mixed pleaſutes, the glorious Sunſhine ot thoſe bleſſed and * with 
ioyfull chougbts, which immediately follow vpon the — 4 
ſtotmes of teares and terrour, ordinarily incident to a ſound and thankful- 
conuerſion! neſſe, to looke 
2 Thirdly, thoughts of ſpirituall rauiſkment, and vnutte- back vpon ſhe 
rable rapture, flaſhes of eternal light, raiſde ſometimes in the _ — 
hearts of che Saints, and occaſionally inſpired by the Spirit of — wounds 
all and endlefſe comfort; which with vnconceiuable amaze. ofa truly hum. 
ment and admiration feed vpon, and fill themſelues with the bled and bro. 
toves of the ſecond lite, in ſuch an vncouth extaſie and ex- 2 
ceſſe, as is farre aboue, & without the compaſſe and conceit = _ 
of all worldly comforts, the tongue of Angels, or heart of cloſed vp with 
man, In this point, I appeale to the conſcience of the true the blood of 
Chriſtian,(for I know full well,that all my Diſcourſeis a pa- Chriſt: where. 
rable, and paradoxe to the prophane) whether hee hath not + nome, 
ſometimes, as it were, a ſea of comfort rained vpon his heart, 1, — 
in a ſweet ſhower from heauen, and ſuch a ſenſible taſte of but a halfe cd. 
the euetlaſting pleaſures, by the glorious preſence of inward verſion, are ex- 


joy and peace, as ifhe had the one foote in heauen alreadie — 


or end in deſpaire. > N meane thoſe bleſſed Nirrings of the heart, yaſpeakable & glorious 
when che ſeale of remiſſion ot ſianes, * ſer vuto the ſoule by the Spirit ot adoption. 
| 2 and 6 
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and with the one hand had laid hold ypon thecrown of life : 
eſpecially after » zealous heare,& feeling feruency in prayer, 
> an entire, pracious, and profnable ſanctification of 
the Sabbath, at the thne of forme great and extraordinary 
humihation corertained, and exercited with fruit and ſincer- 
tie, when he bath freſhly wnhdeepeftgroanes and ſiꝑphes, 
and ue ſtruꝑ hnꝑs of ſpirit, renewed his tcpentance vpon 
occahon ot ic lap ſe into ſotme old, or fall into ſome i ew fir, 
hen tche empoiſoned atrowes of cruell ani fietie tongues, 
pointed vi ith malice, policy avdprophanen. fle e omet the 
eſt vpon him and yet tetyniug imo his oe innocent heafr;{ 
he finds no cauſe of ſuch mercile ſſo vexation, but dente ß 
Gods truth, and profeſſion of holineſſe. Nay, ſornetirvey vp- 
on the deaths-bed, to a ſoule conſcious of an vpright and 
vnſpotted life, ehe ioyes of heauen preſent themſe ſues before 
the time ſſo longing a ſympathy is there berwint the life of 
race and endles glory.) Such like ioyfolliſpringings, and 
— ele uations of hart as the ſe which haue now men- 
tioned, are the true Chriſtians peculiarʒ no ſtranger can med. 
dle with them no hear: can conceiue them, but that which is 
we Temple of Gods pure and bleſſed Spirit. 
Thus farre of the difference of their thoughts, in reſpect 
of their nature and manner of working : Now in a ſecond 
lace, Gods child is notably differenced from the formall 
— rite by the ſeaſonableneſle of his thoughts, and there 
holy ſeruing the time. | 
In a body of beſt and exacteſt conſlitution, the ſenſes are 
quicke and nimble, and (harplieft diſcerne, with greateſt life 
aud vigour apprehend their obiects, and are moſt ſinſibly af- 
feed, or dilpleaſed withtheir convenience, or antipathy : 
Euen ſo in a hart of a true ſpiritual remper, ſeaſoned and ſoſt- 
ned with the dew of grace; the thoughts are actiue, readie, 
and addreſt with zeale & contentment, to encline and apply 
tbemſelues to the condition of the times, and variety of oc- 
caſiõs offered for ſome holy vſe, to the bertering of the ſoule 
and the enlarging of Gods glory. ln the time ot faſts & ſack- 
cloth;if Gods judgements be threatned out of the Pulpit, or 
executed 


executed from heauen; when the Church weares her mour” 
ning weed, ſincerity droupes, & the gadly hang dowp theif 
heads ; in ſuch blacke and diſinoll daies, are impatient 
of all temporall comfort, they willinglypur on ſadneſſe, to 
entertaine peniteney, humiliation and forrow : but they are 
clothed with joy and lghtfomneſle, when mercy and ſalua- 
uon are wiſely, and ſeaſonably proclaimedout ofthe booke 
of life; when religion ſpreads and proſpere, and diuine truth 
hath free paſſage, when whole States haue eſeaped the bloas 
dy Papiſts Gunpowder, and the royall breaſts of Kings theiy 
empoyſoned kniues,andin ſuch like 1toyfull and happy times 
Thus the thoughts, and inmoſt affections of Go haue 
their changes, iheir ſeueral ſeaſons and ſucceſſions, as ie plea- 
ſeth the Lord to offer, or execute merey or iudgement ous 
of his word, or in the world abroad. But the thoughts of ths 
formall hypocrite;though they ſuffer indeed many aherati- 
ons, and diſtractions about ear thly abiects ; they ebbe and 
flow with diſcontent or comfort, as his ut ward Rate is ſa- 
uoured or frowned vpon by the world: yet ſpirituall occur- 
rents, obſeruable wuh deuotion and reuerence forthe good 
of the ſoule, haue no great power ro worke vpon them. Sa- 
cred times, or dayes ofaffliction, are not wont io make any: 
ſuch impꝛeſſion, or to breed extraordinary ſtirrings, and mo. 
tions in them. Let iudgements blaſt, or mercies bleſſe a ling - 
dome;let Gods word find ſmooth and euen way, or rubs and 
oppoſitionʒlet prophaneneſſe be countenanced, or ſincerity 
cheriſhed he tales no thought: ſo he may fleepe in a whole 
aleinne, and keepe entire his worldly comforts; his thoughts: 
continue heauy dull and formall. Hee may conforme and 
conſort with the times in his outward geſtures, words and 
actions; but ordinarily his thoughts admit no change, ſaue 
onely, ſo farre as his priuate temporall felicitie is endange- 
red by publicke iudgem#ts, or enlarged byſhowers of mer 
cies and bleſſings from heauen, I cannot enlarge this point 


at this time: only I will giue one inftanceintheir difference 
be ſoule, 


where 


ofthoughts vpon the Sabbath day. 
The Sabbath day is,asit were, 7 faire day oft 
3 
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wherein it ſhould not onely repaire and furniſh it ſelfe with 

new ſpiritual tiregrh, with greater ſtore of knowledge, grace 

and comfort: but alſo feaſt with it heauenly friends, the bleſ- 

ſed Saints and Angels, vpon thoſe glorious ioies and happie 

reli, which neuer ſhall haue end. Euery childe ot God there- 
fore, which hath already areall intereſt in that eternall reſt, 

makes not only conſcience of doing bis own waies ſce bing his 

owne will, ſpeaking a vaine word on that day: but alſo in tome 
good meaſure makes it the very delighe ot his heart, the loue 

and comfort of his inward thoughts, ſo that he may conſe- 
crate it as glorions to the Lord. He doth not onely giue quiet 
and ceſſation to his body from worldly buſineſſe, and u orks 
of his calling; but alſo empties his head, and disburdens his 

thoughts of all carthly cares, that ſo they may wholly & en- 
tirely intend the holy motions of Gods Spirit, and ſpend 

themſelues in godly and extraordinary meditations, fitting 
the feaſt day of the ſoule, and the Lords holy day. Thas is 
the deſite, longing and endeuour of his heart, thus to ſancti- 
fie the Sabbath; and ifar any time he be turned awrie from 

this vprightneſſe by company, or his owne corruptions,he is 
after much grieued and vext with it. repents and praies for 
more zeale, conſcience and care for the time to come. But 
the formall hypocrite, how ſoeuer hee may on that day for- 
beate & abſtaine from his ordinary fins, labours, ſports and 

idlenes; howſoeuer he may outwardly exerciſe and execute 
all duties and ſeruices of religion; though indeede more of 
cuſtome and for faſhion, then with heartie and true deuo- 
tion: nay, he may haue other thoughts on that day, but one- 
ly fo fare, as the bare ſolemnitie ot the time, and the greater 
Preſence can alter them: yet ] dare boldly ſay it, no tormall 
hypocrice, no kinde of vnregenerate man can poſſibly make 
the Sabbath his delight, as is required, Iſai. 58 4 3. And which: 
is pre ſuppoſed to make vs capable ofthe bleſſings following 
ia che ſame place: I hes ſhalt thos delite in the Lord, and Iwill 
make thee to mount vpo the high places of rhe carib, c& feed thee 
with the heritage of [acob thy father: for the month of the Lord 
bath ſpoken at. He cannot for his life ſequeſter his thoughts 


at 
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at all, not euen on that day, from worldlineſſe and earthly 
pleaſures, to diuine and ſacred meditatjons. Doe what hee 
can, he cannot beate and keepe them off from worldly Ob. 
iectszthey will not leane their former hants, or be reſtrained 
from plotting, or pleaſing themſelues with weeke-day bus 
ſine ſſes. | 

Lord, it is ſtrange that the ſoule ofa man, ſo noblely furni- 
ſhed, with powers of higheſt contemplation ; being ſo 
{trongly and ſenſibly poſſeſt with conſciouſnefie, and con- 
ccit of it one immortality, and hauing the teſtleſſe and vn- 
ſatisſied doſires of it wide capacity, neuer fild but with the 
Maieſty of Cod himſelfe, and the glory of an immortall 
crowne, ſhould be ſuch a ſtranger to heauen, the place of it 
birth and cuerlaſting abode; «a vpon that day, whereon, 
as ypon the golden {pot and pearle ofthe weeke, the Lord 
hath Ramped his one ſacred Seale of inſtitution, and ſo- 
lemne conſecration for his owne particular ſeruice, and ſpe- 
ciall honour; yet, I ſay, vpon that day it cannot ſettle and 
continue it owne thoughts and motions ypon thoſe vnmix- 
ed and bleſſed ioyes, and the way vnto them; without which 
it ſhall bee euerlaſtingly miſerable, and burne hereafter in 
that fierie lake, whole flames ate fed with infinite rivers of 
Brimſtone, and the endleſſe wrath of God, for euer and 
euer !. 

Now I pray you tell mee, when wee ſhall haue raĩgned 
hereafter. many millions ot yeeres in heauen, what thoughts 
will remaine of this little inch of time vpon earth? When 
Ve haue paſſed thorow a peece af eternity, where will ap- 
peare the minute of this miſerable life; and yet out thoughts - 
and affections are ſo glued vnto the world, as though ter- 
nitie were vpon earth, and time only in heauen. You are men 
capable of worthieſt and higheſt eleuations of ſpirit; I be- 
ſeechyou, reſume this meditation at your leiſure; me thinks 
it ſhould be able ro breed thoughts of a far· more noble and 
heauenly tempet, then ordinarily ariſe and ate nouriſhed in 


the hearts of men. 
But to follow my purpoſe. Certaine it is, not the beſtvn- 
rtegenerate 


93 
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regenerate men can endure an entire and exaR ſanifice. 
tion of the Sabbath; it is nota lubilie to their hearts, and 
the ioy of their thoughts: for they cannot abide to haue 
their minds ſtay long in a feeling meditation vpon ſpiritual 
affaires, vpon the examination of theirformec life, the ſtare 
ofthe other world,the ſleights and tentations of Satan, the 
day of death, the tribunall of heauen and ſuch like. For 
though the beſt of them may haue a perſwaſion of their be- 
ing in the ſtate of grace, as I have largely proued herctofore; 

er ſich it is wrongly and falſely grounded, it cannot abide 
he ſearch and rouchfione : Hence it is, that of all things 
they loue not to bee alone. They may pleaſe themielues well 
enough in ſolitarineſſe, ypon ſome priuate buſmeſſe; for 
the more profound plorting and contriuing worldly mat- 
ters; for a more free, but filthie exerciſe of the adulteries of 
the heart, and contemplatiue fornication; to feed vpon dull 
and fruitles melancholie; to let their thoughts wildly range 
and runne riot into a world of imaginations, to dive into 
the myſſeries of nature, or depths of State: but to be alone 


- onely for this purpoſe, that the mind may more fully and im- 


mediately worke vpon the ſpirituall ſtate of the ſoule, and 
impartially inquire into the conſcience; they cannot, they 
will not endute it; and therefore commonly caſt themſelues 
into one knot of good- fellow ſhip or other, that they may 
mer ily paſſe away that time: ſor an houre of which/the time 
of grace being once expired) they would giue ten thouſand 
worlds, yet (hall neuer bee able to purchaſe it againe. Bot 
Gods children when they are alone haue inward comfort 

vnd heauenly matter enough to worke vpon: a pleaſin 

contentment and fatisfaQion, ariſing from an humble ang 
ſober remembrance of a well ſpent life, doth infinitel 

more refreſh them, then all the renellings and pleaſant de- 
nices of merrie compatijons :nay, many times in their ſea- 
ſonable ſolitarineſſe, diuine praces are more operative, 


vnd flirring, and raiſe inflamed motions of delight and 
ioy 


Nov in a tx place, ate to conſidet that the child of 
| God 
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God is yet further yer much differenced from the formall 
bypocrice, by his skill and dexteritie th r Uns; by his 
holy wiſedome, and godly icalouhe in watching ouer his 
thoughts. | | 1 Sr r 
The heart in which Gods ſpitit is not dee 
all grace and ſanctifyiug power how ſoeuer fl „ word»may 
be watched ouer, and the outward ations reformed, lies 
commonly ſtill naked and open without ſpeciall guard or 
ſetled gouernment, For the beſt naturall man is too impa- 
tient ot reſtraint and ſeverity ouer the power of imagina- 
tion and freedome of his thoughts 5 they being naturallie 
exempted and priuiledged from all bumanè and creazed fo- 
ucraignty, and the vnceſſantnes of their workings and per- 
petuall preſence inthe minde would make the a ridgement 
of their liberty more ſenſible and diſtaſtfull. It may be out 
of the naturall grounds of ciuill honeſty, and ſome generall 
apprehenſion of the power of the world to come;he may be 
ſo farre ſolicitous about his thoughts, that if any ſtart yp of 
more foule and monſtrous ſhape, enticing him to ſome 
groſſe and infamous ſinne, which would Grace him inthe 
world, or breed extraordinary horrour in is conſcience: 
he preſently ſets againſt it, diſclaimes, abandons and expels 
ic. He may be of experience and skill to conquer and ſup- 
refle thoughts of heauineſſe, and melancholie; although 
in this point hee many times ſearefully deceiues himſelſe; 
taking the holie motions of Gods ſpitit enclining him to 
godlie ſorrow for his ſinnes; to bee melancholike thoughts 
tending towards too much ſtrictnes and vnneceſſary diſ- 
comfort: So grieuing the good ſpitit, and ſtopping againſt 
himſelfe the very fitſt and neceſſary paſſage to ſaluatiohj. 
Thus the formall hypoctite may haue ſometimes and in 
part, a ſlight miſguided and generall care and ouerſight of 
his thoughts: But becauſe the depth of his deceitfull heart, 
and the many cotruptions. that are daily and hourely hatch- 
ed in it, were neuer ript vp and revealed ynto him by the 
power and light of ſauing grace; he cannot hold that hand 


ouer his heart as he ought ; hee doth not keepe a ſolemne 


Y particular, 


— —  . — 
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particular, ad continuall Match & ward ouer his thoughrs, 
which is little enough to keepe a Chriflian in ſound com- 
fort and inward peace; he hath no heart with ſuch anxiety, 
and care to looke vnto his heart ʒ he. doth not ſo often and 
ſeriouſly thinke vpon his thoup hrs, bolgivg it the laſt and 
leaſt ofs thouſind cares, But cuery child of God, certainly 
makes it his chiefeſt care, and one of his greateſt Chriſtian 
toiles, to guard his heart, and guide his thoughts. He fol- 
lowes in ſome good meaſure by his practiſe that holy coun- 
ſell of Salomon, Prou. 4. 23. Abave all watch aud ward, keepe 
thine heart. The word in the Originall is borrowed from 
the affaires of warte. Let vs imagine a citie not onely begirt 
with a ſtrait and dangerous ſiege ofcruell and blood- thitſſy 
enemies, but alſo within infeſted with Jurking Commotio- 
vert, and traitors to the State; how much doe you thinke 
would it ſtand that eitie vpon, with all vigilant policie, to 
and vpon it guard for pteuention of danger ? It is iuſt ſo 
with the heart;not onely Satan is euer waicing opportunity, 
to throw in his hery darts, and ſenſuall Obic&ts from a- 
broad, like falſe Sinn to inſinuate themſelues; but alſo, it 
tecles, to it much vexation, many rebellious ſtirrings with= 


in it owne bowels, The tender conſcience of a true Chriſtian 


is very ſenſible of all this danger, and by his owne experi- 
mentall and practicall knowledge hee is acquainted with 
the many breaches, and deſolations made inthe ſoule, both 
by theſe open enemies, and ſecret rebels; and therefore fur- 
niſheth himſelfe daily, with much holy wiſedome and 
watchfulneſſe; with experience and dexterity in this great 
ſpitituall affaire of guarding and guiding his heart. We may 
take a view of this his ſanctified and Chriſtian wiſdome in 
gouerning bis thoughts, inthele foure points. 

In a timely diſcovery and wiſe defeatment of Satans 
ſtratagems and policies; whether hee deale by ſuggeſtions 
raiſed from the occaſions. and aduantages of his temper and 
naturall conſtitution,of his temporall ſtate, either happires, 

or contempt;of his infancy,or growth;weaknes, or ſtrength 
in Chriſtianity ; of the condition of his calling, company, 
place 
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Place where hee liues, ot the like: Or whether hee come ad- 
dreſt with his one more fearefull immecat Inie ctions: 
Which he ſoinetimes preſents in his owne likeneſſe: As when 
hee caſts into the Chriſtians minde diſtruſts, and doubts a- 
bout the truth of heauen, and of diume and heauenly truth, 
concerning the certaiuty, and being of all that maictiy and 

lory aboue;for ſuch thoughts as theſe, ate ſometimes offe- 


ted to the molt ſanctified ſoule; Bernard cals them terribalia Lib.de cenſci 
de ſide, horribilia de diuinitate. But marke here the cariage of 394. 


Gods childe, hee doch not wrattle with theſe hel- bred 
thoughts, he ſets not his natural] reaſon vpon thg;tor thence 
perhaps would follow inclinations to Atheiſme, deſperate- 
nes in linning, and otnet ſearctulconſequents:burat the ve- 
ry firſt approch, abandons aud abominates them to the very 
it of hell whence they came; he praies, tepents, and ãs hum- 
led by them, and thence cleerely ſees they are none of his; 
and ſo in defpite of ſuch diuelliſn malice, walks on comfor- 
tably in his way to heauen. It Saran ſpeed not in this blacke 
e; he at other times purs on the glory of an Angel :and 
aps may bring into his cemembrance euen good things 
t out of their due time, that hee may hinder him of ſome 
greater good, As at the preaching of the word; he may caſt 
into his minde vnſeaſonably godly meditarions, that ſo hee 
may diſtract and deptiue him of the bleſſings of a profitable 
hearer : At the time of prayer, he may fill his head with holie 
inſtructions, that fo he may coole his feruency, and beteaue 


hinrof the benefit of ſo bleſſed an exerciſe, With theſe, and a 
thouſand moe ſuch like vexations urhis thou 


| phts,rhe childe 
dt God is lore troubled and much exerciſed. 


: 


Secondly,another branch of ſpfrituall wiſdome in watch- 
ing ouer his choughts, is buhed about thoſe finfull pleaſures, 
which vpon the remembrance. of his former old iniquities 
may re-info&the fonle.For a man may commit the tame fin, 
a thouſand times, by renewing the pleaſures of it in his 
thoughts. Though the act bopalt, yet as often as theminde 
runnes ouer the paſſages and circumſtances of the ſame fn, 


the ſoule is polluted with a 


wich the ſame delight, ſo often 


new 
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new ftaine,and laden with mote guiltineſſe. Whereas there 


fore the ſenſuall ſutetnes of a mans beloued ſinnes, hath ber 


fore his calling, got ſuch ſtrong hold & haunt in his affe cli- 
ons, that it will be fil afterward with baits and allurements, 
foliciting euen the renewed heart, if not tothe iceration of 
the grofic ad, yet at leaſt roevioy it in thought: it doth very 
much behoue the child of God, to be wary and watchtull in 
this point. I he remit but a little of his heate of ze ale againft 
ſin, and feruencie of his firſt loue, ot grow regardlefle of his 
thoughts, it will preſently gather power and opportunitic 
for re-entrie, Here then is the toile and triall ot Chriftian 
wiſedome and watchfulnesouer the thoughts. It when the 
foule pleaſures of former (ins be repreſented vnto the uind, 
he hath either learned to {mother them at their firſt ſtealing 
into the heart, by oppoſing againſtthem, a conſideration of 
the many wounds, and much waſte they haue formerly 
made in his ſoule : Or elſe by bis growth and firength in 


grace, be able to looke backe vpon them without delight, to 


retaine them only for renewing repentance, and to diſmiſſe 
them with loathing and deteſtation. Full ſweete is the com- 
fort, and great the happineſſe of that Chtiſſian, who hath his 
corrupt ions ſo farre mortified, and the remiſſion of his fins 
fo ſurely ſealed vnto him; that the thoughts: of his former 
pleaſing ſinnes can neicher tickle him with delight and new 
de ſire, nor aftright him with * horrour. For the one, Oh, ſaith 
bleſſed Hum in his Confeſſions, what ſhall I returne onto 


my grucio us Cod, that Tenn now ſoobe my ſims iu the fice, and 
not be afraid But here the wiſeſt Chrlltian may be ealilic 


plunged ouer head and oares into one of datans moſt deceit- 
full deptlis, except he be yery warie: For in the ſolitary mu- 


ſings vpon his former ſinnes, to this good end, that he ma 


vtterly grow out of loue with them, and further loath them; 


Satan is euer readie (tor both his craft and! malice ate end- 
le ſſe)ſeetetly to adde tinder to the fire of his affection, ſo to 


inflame him with freſh loue and ing of that ſinne, which 


at that time hee moſt labours, and hatheuer greateſt reaſon 


to abhorre. And the tide of affections being once on foote 


towards 


4 Diſcourſe of trac happineſſ. 149 
towards an old pleaſing ſinne; it is a great meaſure of grace 
mult (top the torrent of chem. In watching therefore ouer 
the thoughts, the brighteſſ eye of ſpirituall wiſedome, hath 
need to intend this point, to deſcrie this depth, 

Thirdly, another ſpeciall care the childe of God hath in 
guarding the heart, is to baniſh and keepe our idleneſſe, va- 
nitie of mind, melancholy, worldly ſorrow, inward fretting, 
euill deſires, wandring lults, wiſhes without deliberation 
and ſuch like, He holds a waking, and iealous eye ouer thoſe 
many baites and lures, which ſpring & ſprout eſtſoones from 
the — and rootes of originall corruption; which the 
ſtate of mortality neuer ſuffers to be viterly plucked vp, and 
dried away in this life: He knowes full well, if theſe young 
Cockatrices be not cruſhed while they are in hatching; that 
is, ifwandring and wicked thoughts bee not ſtifled when 
they begin to ſtirte firſt in the mind, they wil firſt enuenome 
the vnderſtanding, the vnderſtanding the will, the will the 
affections, the affections once entged, & hauing the raines 
like wild horſes, will carry a mamheadlong into a world of 
wickedneſſe. Aboue all, he Makes ſure euer to haue in rea- 
dineſſe and at hand, preſeruatiues and counter- poyſons a- 

ainſt the baites of thoſe three grand empoiſoners, the luft of 
the fleſb, the luſt of the eyes, & the pride of life. There are theſe 
maine obiects, about which eſpecially, actual concupiſcence 
is ſinfully exerciſed, riches, pleaſures, honours : if he once let 
his thoughts clapſe about any of theſe with immoderate de- 
ſire and delight, he is gone. For ſo riches will bring footth 
couetouſneſſe, and couetouſneſſe begets vſury, oppreſſion, 
encloſure, buying and ſelling offices and dignities, grinding 
the faces ofthe poore, and a thouſand moe miſchiefes: It de- 
uours all naturall and honeſt affections, and turnes them in- 
to earth, it makes kindred, friends, acquaintance, content= 
ments ſeruiceable to it gteedy humour: Nay, it makes a man 
to contemne himſelfe body and ſoule for this tranſitory 
traſh,/Pleaſuresinflame luſt, and luſt ſo emaſculates all the 
powers of the ſoule, that its nobleſt operations become bru- 
tiſh: it begets a wanton eye, a laſciuious eare, obſcene talke, 
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filthy ieſts, delight in plates, and hate ful pictures, beſides ma- 
ny othet ſecret and feareful abominations not to be concei- 
ued wichout horrour, much leſſe to bee named. Honours 
breed anibition, and ambition bids the ſoule ſpeake vnto a 
man, in the — of Neroes mother ; Cccidar modo in pe- 


res Be ſome body in the world while thou ſtaicſt here, 
though 1 he in the flames of hell euctlaftingly hereafter. 
Deeply then doth it concerne every true Chriſtian wich iea- 
louſie and trembling, narrowly to watch and obferue the 
fir li and ſectet motions ot the heart, leſi he ſhould ynawares 
be wofully caught,andenſnared in that blacke and accu {cd 
chaine: the firlt lincke of which, growes out of naturall cor- 
ruption, and the laſt reacheth the height of hone, and depth 
of hell. We may ſec foure lincks of it: Iames 1.14. 15. about 
che breeding of ſin: and other foure, Heb. z. about it growth 
and perfection. Firlt, an idle finfull thought begins to draw, 
as it were, the heart aſide fromthe preſence and conſideta- 
tion of God almightie, to a fight and ſurvay of the plea- 
ſures of ſinne. Secondly Mhaying,as it were, the heart by it 
ſelfe, puts on a baite, altures nd emiſes, holding a confe- 
rence and parley with the will, about the {weertnefic of plea- 
ſures, riches, honours, g'ory and {uch like, Thirdly, the will 
accepts of the motion, conſents, plots and forecaſts for the 
accompliſhment, the affections adde heate and fircngrth,the 
heart trauels with iniquitie; and ſo ar length by the helpe of 
opportunity, ſinne is brought foorth. It you looke vpon the 
Originall in S. Iames, you will eaſily gather theſe foure de- 

rees, Now further by often iteration of the act of finning 
with delight and cuſtome, the heart is hardned ; fo that no 
tertout of judgement, nor promiſe of mercy will enter. Se- 
coudly, it becomes an euill heart, and is wholly turned into 
ſinne, it drinkes vp iniquitie like water, and feedes-ypon it, 
as the horfleech on corrupt blood, Thirdly, it gro es an vn. 
fairhtull heart, and then a man begins to lay within himſelfe, 
there is no God, at leaſt in reſpect of prouidence, and care o- 
uer the world, and executions ofiudgement vpon ſinnets: 


he dids him depart from him, and ſaies to him deſire not the 
knowledge 
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hnowledge of thy waies ; who is the Almighty, that I ould 
ſerne him ? Or what profis ſhould I haue if I ſhould pray vnto 
bim! Fourthly followes an vttet falling away from God, 
grace, and all pyodneſſe, without all ſenſe, checke, or re- 
- morſe of finne, ſhame, and his moſt accurſed ſtate ; and fo 
immediately from this height of ſinne, into the fierceſt 
flame and loweſt pit of hell. For if the fir{t degree de ſerue e- 
ternall death, what confuſion muſt befa!l this Babel? You 
fee in what danger he is that gives way vnto his ſirſt ſinfull 
motions, 
Laſtly, a principall imployment of holy wiſedome in 
guarding the thoughts, is ſpent in giving a wife and humble 
entertainement vnto the good motions of Gods bleſſed ſpi- 
rit: and in furniſhing and ſupplying the minde with ore of 
profitable and godly meditations, For as vnregenerare men 
— commonly eaſie paſſage to pleaſing worldly thoughts; 
ut ſuppre ſſe gratious flirrings & inclinations to godly for- 
row, repentance & ſinceritꝝ ;as though they were tentations 
to preciſenes: ſo contratily Gods childlabours by all meanes 
to ſtoppe the way to the fu ſt ſinfull ſenſuall thoughts; but 
alwayes deſires with ſpeciall hum ilitie, and reuerence to im- 
brace all ihe motions of Gods ſpirit, warranted and groun- 
ded in his word: Hee dearely aud highly eſteemes them, 
cheriſhethand feedes them with-ſpirituall ioy, and thank- 
fuineſle ot heart, with prayer, meditation and praGiſe, For 
ifa man begin once to be neglectiue of godly motions, Dy 
little and little he grieues the ſpirit ;at length he quenche 
it, at laſt hee is in danger of deſpiting it; 1f not by proſeſ- 
fron and directly, yet in his practiſe, and by an indirect oppo- 
ſition, in ſlandeting and perſecuting ſpirituall graces in 
Gods children. Betides this. worthie care of entertaining 
and nouriſhing good motions, hee is prouident to Foe 
and treaſure vp ore of good matter and heauenly buſineſſes 


for the continuall exerciſe of his minde: leſt that noble pow- 
er of his ſoule ſhould bee taken vp with trifles and vani- 
tie, feede vpon earth, or weare and waſt it ſelfe with barren 


and lumpiſh melancholy. Hee is much grieued and _ 
a 
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if he finde at any time his heart carried away with tranſitory 


I, carnall and vnprofitablgrboughts - Or his minde 


muſing impertinenly, and gazing vpon the painted and va- 
niſhing glory of the world: Eſpecially ſith there is ſuch 
plentifull and pretious choice of beſt meditations, obuious 
to euery Chriſtian, able to fill with endlleſſe contentment all 
the vnderſtandings of men and Angels ſor euer. As the in- 
comyrehenſible gloriouſneſſe of God, in the infinite beauty 
of his owne immediate Maieſty, and ſacred attributes; in 
his word and workes; in his iudgements and mercies; in his 
Church and Sacraments. The miraculouſneſſe of our re- 
demption, and all the comforable and glorions paſſages 
thereof. The great myſterie of godlineſſe, the power of 
grace, trade of Chriſtianitie and courſe of ſanctification; 
matter of ſweeteſt contemplation. Concerning our ſelues 
there is to be thought vpon all the affaires of our calling, the 
particulars, perplexities, and caſes of conſcience incident 
vnto them, Our preſent vileneſſe, and fearefull infitmities; 
the milerics and frailtie of this lite ; the traines of Satan, the 
tetrors of hell; that great judgement euen at hand. In our 


ſpirituall (tate, how to preſetue our fir/? loue, eſcape relapſes, 


grow in grace, keepe a good conſcience, come to heaven. 


And whe the eye ot our vnderſſanding is dazled with thoſe 


higher conſiderations, or wearied with theſe inferiour ; it 
might refreſh it ſelfe with che ſpeculatiue fruition of many 
inufible comforts, with variety of heauenly things, concer- 
ning the immortalitie of our = the large promiles of 
cuerlaſting bleſſednes, the glorious rifing againe of our 
bodies, the ioyes and relt of Gods ſaints aboue, and that 
which is the crowneand concluſion of all, our owne moſt 
certaine bliſſefull ſtare of happineſſe and eternitie in the ſe- 
cond world. It men had grace and comfort to enlarge their 
hearts to ſuch meditations as thele;what roome would there 
bee for carthly-mindednes, vanities and impertinencies, 
much leſſe for proud, ambitious, couctous, luſtfull, enuious 
and reuengefull thoughts. 

Thus tar ofthe care & conſcience of the true Chriſtian, in 


watching 
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watching ouet and guiding his thoughes ; which is a ſpeci- 
all a difference fromallitares — 
tberegenerate onely keepe the laſt Commandementʒ which 
rectiſies the in ward motions of the heart. 

Now laſtly in a fourth place, and in a word; Gods childe 
is diſtinguiſhed from the formall hypocrite, in teſpect of the 
iſſue of his thoughts. 413 | 

The molt; comfortable and ſanctified ſoule; is neuer in 
ſuch perpetuall ſerenity, but that it is ſometimes as it were 
ouerclouded with dumps of heauineſſe; and inwardly diſ- 

uieted with it owne motions, or the ſuggeſtions of Satan. 
While this fleſh is vpon it, it ſhall be ſorrowfull; and while 
it is in this vale of teates, it mult mourne, There is not an 
heart ſo ſweetly and reſoluedly compoſed for heauen; but 
is ſometimes diſſetled with thoughts of indignation : And 
that eſpecially, as appeareth hy Daxid, Pſa/m,z7; and 73. 
When ſollie is ſet in great excellency ; when men neither 
of worth, conſcience, or ingenuity, are aduanced to high 
roomes,domineere in the world, and imperiouſly inſult o- 
uer ſincerity; when the wicked proſper, and ſpread them - 
ſelues in freſh pleaſures and honours like greene Bay trees; 
when thoſe haue theit eyes ſtanding out for fatneſſe, and 
more then heart can wiſh ; to whom pride and inſolencie 
are as a chaine, and Who are couered with prophaneneſſe, 
and crueltie, as with a garment, But heere marłe the diffe- 


rence. Diſcontentfull di ſcourſes in the mind of the formall 


hypocrite either breake aut into r 
fearefull horrour, although this bee but ſeldome; 8 
2 this kind of 3 man lives flouriſhingly,& 


dies fairely in the eye of the world : exemplary, and itreco- 
uerable diſpaire . life, "a oftneſt beſall either the 
notorious ſinner, the meere ciuill honeſt man, or eſpeciall 

the groſſe hypocrite; therefore I would rather ei 
him ſuch diſcontentfull debarements, are either appeaſed 
by ſome oppoſite conceit of ſtronger worldly comfort; a- 
bandoned by entertainment of outward mitth; diuerted 


by companie, pleaſures, and ioyfull accidents * 
Z 
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by worldly wiſedowe or the ne. But heaiffechearred 
mouphts in Gods child, though for a While norvtterly 
withoor!omeaſperfion of difiiuR;fretting:antdiſconttnr; 
yet commonly at length being with faith, and ma- 
hagedd with ſpititudllwillomegby the gtace of God, breake 
gut into ie Heat of zrale, 
more liuely exerciſe of faith, gtatious ſpeeches, ant many 
bleſfed tebinlions, I will barbriely-give one inſtance, and 
hat in Duaid. a man of ſingular expetlence in ſpitituall af. 
faires. A ty | 

Looke the begianings of the sa. and 73. Eſalme f. And 
you ſhall finde Dani to haue berſe in a heauſe dutnpe, and 
ſore conflict in his owiſe heart with ſtrong tentitions vnto 
impatiency. He recounts the iſſue of the diſpute With him - 
ſelfe, in the beginnings of theſe Yſulmes. Net ſaith he in the 
73.forallchis God good vnto Iſrael e even tothe pure in 
heart. lu the 62. Tet, let diuels and men rage and combine; 
yet my ſvule K epeth ſilence Ynts God, of him commeth my ſal- 
nation, &. His many wrongs, vexations and indighnities 
together with the ĩmplacable malice;and impotent inſulta- 
tions of his aduet ſaries, had no doubt a little before much 
tut in his mind. Let vs coneeiue ſuch as theſe to haue brene 
his thoughts; and that thus or in the like manner; he com- 
mined and conferred with his royall ſelfe. 

Lord, thinks he with himſelfe; T haue with loweſt hutmi- 
lirie, ond vprightneſſe of heart reſigned mine owne ſoule; 
may, I haue vowed and reſolued that my crown and ſcep- 
ter my court and whole kingdomie, ſhall for euer bee ſer- 
uiceable to my gratious God, and that great maieſt y aboue. 
My mind is neuer truly pleaſed and ioyfull; but when it is 
gar ing and meditating von the excellent beautie of his 

lorions Being; vpon bis bottomeſſe goodnes, and immea- 
vrable greatneſſe. His word and ſacred lawes ate better and 
deater vnto mee, then thouſands of gold and ſiluer. His 
Samts vpon earth are — 1 ſolace, and their ſincerit 
the delight of mine heart. For mine innocency from ok 
ImputationsWhictare chatged vpon me, I dare A peale vu. 
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A anner 
to the ſtri ctuſt Tahimall of heaven; Why then ho ces 
it to paſſe, that bam become a je of diſgraes and oon 
tempt, to heauen and earth, to men & Angels; to Godspeo- 
ple, and that which grieues me more, to Gath and\Arhelor ? 
Sami for all the ſeruice I haue done to him, and to the Stute, 
hunts me vp and done like a partridge in the mountaines 
Dagged Deegihe hach informed againſt Abimeldel for red 
heuing mee; and ſo cauſed the facred blood of foureſeore 
and ſiue Prieſts to be ſpilt as water vpon the ground. Malice 
and furie drive me into the wilderneſſe, ( for Lions and Ti- 

cs are more mercifull, then madded and enraged pro« 
phaneneſſet) but there the barbarous Ziphimy haue betray» 
ed mcrotheKing, Iam tailed vpon, not onely by baſe and 
worthlefle companions, by fellowes of proſtituted conſci- 
ence and conuerſation, that were tolerable: but euen Prin- 
ces, and choſe that fie in the gate ſpeakeagainſt me, Not on- 
ly drunkards. male ſongs and ieits vpon me: but euen great 
men, wich authority: and imperiouſneſſe cartie in triumph 
my diſtreſſed aud fotſaken innocency. Nay, and that vhich 
is che complement of miſery and diſcoinfortʒzmine one fa- 
miliats, with whom k haus many times ſweetly and ſecretly 
conſulted, tbey haue alſo daceiued me, as a broohs; aud the 
riſong of the iure tlieꝝ arepaſſed away.. But marke now the 
iſſue of this conflict, and in ward diſpute with himſelſe. Had 
a notoridus ſinnev been in theſe ſtraits, perhaps hee would 
haue burſt out into deſperate concluſions and ſurious at- 
tempts. HadaPapiſt been heere, het would — haue 
had recoutſe vntu the Aſuitet. fellowes which are by 1 
ton, refined and ſublimated Friers, compoſed alt of fire 
blood and gunpowder, inſpired by the powers of datkenes, 
with a tranſcimdẽt rage againſt Gods truth ſworu ſolemna 
ly un the blackeſt conſiſſory of hell to the death of Rings. de. 
ſolation of States, combuſtion of the whoſe Chriſtian 
world, and deliruQion of infiniteſoules, Theſe men would 
pre ſent ly haue addreſt ſome bloody and prodigious villame 
with a knife poyſonor genpowderrte haue killed rtieKing, 
and t haue blownexp Sent and all hi court. Hidufor- 
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mall hypocrite been in this caſe, theſe eroſſes and mi- 
ſeries beſall him; hee pethaps would haue preſently recoy- 
led from theſe courſes of oppefirion, though in a good 
cauſe, cloſed with ſome great man in the Court, and caſt 
himſelfe into the current of the times. But marke Dawrds 
carriage in this point: his noble heart, like a glorious Sun, 
bre ales tharow theſe clouds, and ſtormes of in ward trou- 
bles, theſe ſtrong tentations to impatieneie and diſcontent; 
he puts on more firength of faith and patience, and ſhines 
brighter ia all ſpirituall graces ; me thinkes he reacheth the 
very Meridian ofall Chriſtian comfort and high reſolution. 
For as you may ſee in the forecited 62. Pſalme: He doth not 
onely fortifie lus one heart with vnconquerable confi- 
dence in Gods protection; but alſo with an holy triumph, 
inſults ouet the inſolencies of his aduerfaries, and alreadie 
waſheth his princely feet is the blood of the wicked. He tels 
hem they ſhall be ſlaine enery mothers tonne of them, and 
that in fearefull and horrible manner: As if a man ſhould 
come vpon the backe of a rotren and tottering wall, and 
with great ſtrength and furie puſhitdowne : euen ſo, when 
they were moſt ſwelled with pride and prophaneneſſe, the 
wrath and vengeance of God, ſhould like a fierce tempeſt 
and whirlewind,ſeaze ſuddenly vpon them, and hurle them 
out of their place. | 

Now inthe. fourthplace, Iam to tell you that the word 
of God is not ſeated with a ſanctifying ſoueraignty, or 
ſoundly planted by it ſauing power in the affections of the 
formall Hypocrite, which is the hearer reſembled vnto the 
ſtonie ground, 

That nobleſt and higheſt power, the vnderſtanding part 
ofthe ſoule, as it is immateriall, and more abſtracted; ſo it 
operations and ſtirrings are more immanent andinuiſible, 
aRed with leſſe noiſe and notice; and therefore by conſe- 
quent affoord markes of diſtinction inthe point proſecute 
not fully ſo ſenſible to our ſelue s, or eaſily obuious and diſ- 
cernable to the Chriſtians Je, (for vnregenerate men, are 
meere ſtrangers to ſuch diſcretions and acknewledge- 

ments) 


4 „peer. 
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Our affectious in cheit exerciſes, andermploy 15 
ing much mingled with mauer and materiall 
originally, actdated with life and motion, from — 
1 agitations of the heart, are Nt mote actiue and 
ſtitring, and ordigacily repreſent nore celing and, ribble, 
dong boch to oùt owne ſenter and obſefnation of o- 
thers. Marke therefore I pray you wich reucrenceand con- 
ſcience the differenciog mai kes between the power of = 
Qification,and formall px 5 ny = which ſpring thence. 


Some affections euen in relation, 30 ſpirituall 
the affaires of he auen ate eee d may, 
und in the fate of onal ypoctiſie; whi — 2 

w 


— not only dazle —— the eyes of the 
obſeruationʒ but alſo ſtrengthen and encourage afalſe con- 
ceit of a ſound: eſtate towards God, and a good, dough 
groundleſſe opinion abou the high and importan 
a mans owne ſaluation. But being oncly bo tthe e 
excellencies of a more ingenuous and weh bred diſpoſition, 
or at beſt the iſſues and weaker productions of a tempo 
faith, they are not ſp deepely emplanted in the heart, wi 
that voiverſalty, , Fincerity, and rootedneſſe; which Gods 
GnRifging Spirit is wont to workyy yponth Hole le ſoules, wher- 
in it dwelles. Neither ate they ſeaſoned and enliued with 
that ſpeciall vigour of ſauing grace, which ſhould guide and 


conduct their maine current, and reſolued purpoſes, Au 
che and truc-heartedneſſe to the 
of Gods glory, the enlargement of 8 che 


refreſhmenrand ſupport of zeale, and forwardneſſe; which 
arc go in diſgrace and diſcountenance withrhe warld 
at a. b 2. 
l are ſuch as theſe: ,, 
ence, and a te 
Of which there be two ores: 
thoſe — of Prophets, Exech. 13. there you 
Character: who out ot their one diuinitie and lying 


viſions, cry peace. peace yngo the Conſciences of ynholy 
L 3 men, 


1. Some are like 
have their 


ponies af Co akon 
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men, hen there is no peace towards, but vengean ce and 
hortout is their naturall portion apply lenitiues and cor- 
dials to the tankling and felleved ſores of carnal! hearts, 
whereas, by che holy rules ofthat great Art of ſauing ſoules, 
the cure rather requires Corraſiues and Cauterization; for 
want of Conſcience or courage, applaud and ſecure the 
great Ones of the worle in the vnbleſſed ſunſhine of their 
outward glory, and vnſanctified gteatneſſe; whereas ſnares; 
fire and brimſtone, and ſtormię tempeſt is ready to be rained 
pon their heads, and vpon the haitie ſealpe of every one, 
which goes on in his ſinnes. Who inſſead of ſti ik ing home 
vnto the heart of prophaneneſſe, with a powerful and par- 
ticular application of that two edged ſword, ſowpillowes 
vnder mens elbowes, with the ynpiercing ſmoothnefle ef 
their generall heartles diſcourſes; againſt the current of di- 
uine truth, and concurrent experience of all that euer went 
co heanen, enlarge that ſtraiter pate; and ſtrow the wiy va 
life with violets & roſes, delieacies and pleaſures; feede ma. 
ny hollow heart with falſe hopes, fill the cares of fooles 
with ſpitituall flatteries, and many times feareſully Rouriſh 
ouer withtheiryntempered morter of all merey, che crying 
ſinnes ofthe time, and plauſible exue Nies of great men. L aſt 
ly,who mixing wich their heauetiy meſſages, the prophane 
partiall diſtempers of their owne angry paſſions, and their 
particular miſconceites of thewaies of God, make fad 
the hearts of rhe, righteous and'fincere profeffors, whom 
che LottUhath not made ſad; by a proud intruſſo into the 
throne of God, eenſure their Harty, and many times auuaci- 
ouſty proclaime thoſe to bee hypocrites, hardhearted, too 
pretiſe, or the like, whom the Maieſty, and merciſul tribunal 
of God, the word of life and truth, their owne Conſrienees, 
and the mutuall acknowledgements of diſeerning Chriſti- 
ans cquit and ſuſſifie: bit tors the wicked aud GG od- 
felowes as they call them, they doe not one put off ſuch 
paſſig ns, and peremptorineſſe, bim fortheirfalle and ſecuri- 
tie, chey even bereaue the ſword of the Spirit of it edge, 
ſin ne of it filing, the Law of it curſe, char dteadſulf day of 


terrour, 
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tetrorhiell of damnation, and God of highuftiee : by bleſ 
ſing a here he cutſes and protmiſingau Oro ie of life o ear 
nalblivers. They ſftrengthen ſaith the>Prophierthe Hits df 
the wicked, thut h inet 'rararne from his wirt way, 
bypromiinghinm lift, For want of experimental ident im the 
myſterten vf ſintetity, cut / of a ſrviting udαοννỹD⁰ . 
ganſt the ſtiahſulnoſſe of cheir / feſto Martifters, ang ff. 
wardriefleofthe Saints or flartering ſuggeſton of ſomo ly. 
ing Spirit. they many times ſpoaler peace and pleaſſiung 
things to thoſe hearts, which ute ſo farte frombeingenkin- 
ded with'kindly zeale, and the fire of checftume of God, 
that they hie dlrolvnei in ſen of gilfand bitterntſſe ugainſt 
grace, and godly men. For you muſb know that tie com- 
mon conceit of thoſe men is, that ciuill honeſt nien ate in 
the ſtate of grace, and Formall ptofeſſors very forward and 
without exception: but true Chrittiaus indeediare Puritans, 
irregulariſts ecorbitants, tranſebadentꝭ to y ordinary pirch 
of formal piery;which intheir carnal comptehenſſuns, they 
hold high enough for heauen. They either conceite them 
to bee hypocrites, and ſo the only Obiects for the exerciſe 
of their tutniſteriall ſeuerityſand the terrouts of Godot elſe 
though the Lord may at laſt pardon perhaps their firnpulac 
rities and exceffes.of zeale ; yet in the meane time they dif. 
ſwecten;and vexethe comforts and glory of this life, with 
much vnneceſſary ſtrictneſſe and abridgement. 

Nov of albochers, ſuch Prophets as theſe eſpecially, ate 
the onely men with the Formall hypocrite;exaRtly fitted, 
and ſutable to his humour. Fot howſoener they may ſome - 
times declaime boyſterouſly againſt groſſe and viſible abo- 
minations, and that is well, yet they are no ſearehers into, 
or cenſurers or the ſtate of formality; and therefore doe ra- 
ther ſeeretly and ſilentiy encourage him, to ſit fade rvpon 
that ſandie foundation, then helpe to dra him forward to 
more forwardnes, and the ſaluation of Chriftianity,Though 
they may be able to fit, and furniſh his eare and vnderſtan- 
ding, vrith the affected excellencies of ehoiſeſt inuentions, 
yet they v ant po, or will, or conſcienee, or tœhπ]J¾te on, 


Or 


160 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 

or ſomething, to diuide betweene the ſoule and the ſpirit, 
the ioynts and the marrow, and therefore their viſions to 
him are viſions of peace; hee bleſſes hunſelfe in his heart, 
and hopes to be ſaued as well as the preciſeſt. 

Hence it is that the current of his beſt pleaſed affections 
runne that way, and he heartily loues the miniſtery of theſe 
men, becauſe it heales the wounds oſ his Conſcience, if any 
be, with ſweet words; ſuffers him to walłe on merrily, and 


feareleſly towards the plagues of hell, and is content he bee 


damned without any contradiction, Neither doth he onely 
entertaine into his one thoughts, this powerleſſe, ſpecula- 
tiuc,man-pleafing preaching,with ſpeciall acceptation and 
reuerence: but alſo openly applauds it in his proteſtations, 
and ordinatie cenſures, with extraordinary attributions and 
admiration, Eſpecially iſit be gilded ouet, and ſet out, with 
gallantneſſe of action, pompe of words, exquiſiteneſſe of 
phraſe, elabotateneſſe of ile, ambition of quotations, wit- 
full luxutiancies of Popiſh Poſtillers; with affected oſtenta- 
tions of pregnancie of wit, variety of . „skill in 
tongues, profoundneſſe ot 9 of memorie, 
rateneſſe of inuention, and ſuch other humaine artificiall ac- 
ceſſions. ( An inuiſible, vnambitious, and conſcionable vſe 
and exerciſe of which helpes, ſo farre as they may be ſancti- 
ficdly behoofefull, and ſeaſonably conttibutary, to that 
reateſt and nobleſt buſineſſe vnder the Sunne, the worke of 
the Miniſtry, wich beſt exactneſſe can poſſibly be had, Ire» 
quire,and reverence in the meſſengers of God: for I would 
haue the worke ot the Lord; honoured with all ſufficiencies 
attaineable by the wit, and art of man, or grace of God; ſo 
that they be aerificed and ſubordinate 5 glory, ſancti- 
fied to the ſoule of the owner, and ſaluation of thoſe that 
heare hnn;and not in a bale and mercenarie manner, with a 
boyſterous viſible pompe, enthrald and made ſeruĩceable to 
that, the now raigning fearctull ſoule-murthering ſinne of 

ſelfe-preaching.) 
But ſound the depth and diſpoſition, aske the ſence and 
reſolution of the Chriſtians heart in the preſenc point, and 
though 
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though wee ber bound to reuerence with an eee. 
praiſefulneſſe, che graces of Gods Spirit, wherher general 
ot ſpeciall, whereſoere wee finde them; and hold it a part 
of teligious ingenuitie, to honour commendable parts in 
whomſoeuer: yet aſſutedly (I appeale to the experience 
and conſcience of Gods children, ) it feeles and acknow- 
ledges it ſelfe more ſoundly comforted, and truely Chriſti- 
anizde, that I may fo ſpeake, by one Sermon wouen and 
wrought out of a feeling ſoule by the ſttength of meditati- 
on; ſpiritually ſchoolde in the experimentall paſſages of the 
waies of God, ſecrets of ſanctification, and methods of Sa- 
tanz ſupported and ſinewed by the true, naturall, and neceſ- 
ſarie ſence of the word of life ; managed with the powertull 
incomparable cloquence of Scripture; and enforced with 
the cuidence and power of the Spirit; then with a world of 
generall, common-place, declamatorie diſcourſes, workes 
only of memorie and reading; not compoſitions, as is com- 
monly conceiued,of true and judicious learning; ſpent ma- 
ny times vnprofitably in the generalities, and impertinen- 
cies of ſpeculatiue diuinity, without that Orthotomie, and 
particular infinuation into' the hearts and conſciences 
of men z hunting after an accurſed commendation, with 
ſelte · pleaſing conceits, in the weariſome mazes of an vn- 
ſanctified wit; though they ſhould bee ſtuffed with the flo- 
ver and quinteſſence, of all the Arts, humanities, Philoſo- 
phics; and conueyed vnto the eare with the Seraphicall 
tongue of the higheſt, and moſt glorious Angell in heauen. 
So apprehenſive, tafifull, and holdfaſt, is the ſpiritually hun- 

ry ſoule, of that kindly food of immortality. So dearcly 
Toth it preferre one ſoule-ſearching period of a conſcio- 
nable Sermon, before the glorious care/pleafing pompe of 
all humane eloquence. 

Some other meſſengers God hath, of a more noble na- 
ture, and ſanctified temper; who with faithfulneſſc, and con- 
ſcience, with more holy and heroicall reſolutionspby the 
power of mortifying grace, euen againſt the naturall cur- 
rent of their originall ptide, ſeeke the glory of him * ſent 

A a them, 
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them, and not their ownez which is che trueſt marke of a 

true Miniſter, as we haue receiued it fromthe gracious l 
of the Lotd Ieſus himſelſe, Ioh. 7. 18. who heartily — 
crate and addreſſe with much zealefull deuotion, anda re- 
ſolued vtmoſt, all the powers, and poſſibilities of theit 
ſoules, with their ſeuerall acquiſitions, and endowments, to 
that heauenly trade of ſauing mens ſoules, and ſetting them 
forward in the way of life, as to their proper and principall 
aime and obiect. Who not withour a continuall godly ic a- 
louſie ouer their owne infirmities, and deceitfull hearts; 
Nay many times, with much feate, and trembling vnder the 
dreadtull importancie of their miniſſerx iall charge, labour 
might and maine, to preſerue themſelues pure, fo farte as it 
is poſſible, from the blood of all men, by keeping nothing 
backe, but ſhewing them all the counſell of Cod, which is 
reuesled vnto them for their good, Who by the grace of 
God, dare if need bee, tell euen two Kings vnto their faces, 
and all their Courtiers, with foure hundred falſe Prophets; 
that they are all fearefully and foully tranſported, and delu- 
ded wich a lying ſpirit, and that their royalties, greatnefſc 
and high roomes ſhall neuer bee able to priuiledge, or pro- 
tect them from the wrath of God, if they bee enemies to his 
waies; that confuſion and yengeance will bee the certaine 
concluſion of all their imperidus and boyftcrous braueries; 
if they will needs diſgrace and petſecute his faithfull C.- 
caichs, In a word, who being ſenſible of the ptetiouſneſſe 
and Maieſty of Gods ſacred truth, the matter of their meſ- 
ſage, and of the horrible guilt of ſpitituall bloodſhed,ifthey 
ſhould be negligent;or Nonreſident; gird their ſwords vp- 
on their thighs,ride on becaufe of the word of truth, and 
quit themſelves like the men of God; and who having their 
tongues touched with a coale from the Altar, and thearts 
taught experimentally in the great myſterie of Grace, deli- 
ver their embaſſtes from that higheſt Maieſty, with autho- 
rity and power;zand not as the Scribes and formall Doctor. 
For you muſt conceiue, that beſides more generall miniſte- 
tall ſuſtc ĩencies, there is axind of holy art, and particular 
heauenly 
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beauenly wiſed ome of windiieg 2 mans ſelſe, with a pra- 
Qicall inſmuation into the Conſciences of men; of Wor- 
ling temorſe, and meditations of returne, vpon miſled and 
ſentuall ſoules, by a ſeaſonable application of the Law; of 
fairely wooing,and winning by little and little diſaffected 
paſſions, vnto che loue and pleaſures of Gods waies; of 
drawing bruiſed hearts, and troubled ſpirits with a compaſ- 
ſionate hand andfetling heart vnto the well of life; of trai- 
ning vp babes in Chriſt, in the neglected & vnbeaten paths 
of Chriſtianity, with ſpurituall inſtructions, predictions, and 
caueats, for preuention and ſafety againſt Satans dangerous 
inſidiations, of ſecurity or horrour; formalitie, or exorbi- 
tancies of zeale, &c. Voto which if the man of God do not 
addreſſe his heart; with vprightneſſe, prayer, and reſolution; 
hee ſhall neuet hee able to purchaſe that comfort vnto his 
one ſoule, happineſſe, or inexcuſableneſſe to his auditory, 
and that meaſure of glory vnto his great Maſter in heauen, 
which one imployed in his moſt immediate and deareſt ſet- 
uice, being the higheſt aduancement chat mortall creatures 
vpon eatth can bee raiſed vnto, ſhould, and is bound to de- 
fire. Admit a Phyſit ian to be an abſolute Ariftotelian, Gal- 
lenift, Anatomiſt, Herbaliſt, excellent in all ſpeculatiue ac- 
complifhments of his Art; yet —_ he befurnſhed with 
a further dexterity and inabled co take ſpeciall notice, of a 
mans couſtitution, che peccant humour, ſtrength of nature, 
grouth of the diſeaſe and other particular and perſonall cir- 
cum(tances,ordinerily obſervable in all ſuceeſſefull cures; 
and thereaſter proportion and apply his preſcriptions; well 
may hee goc ſot a learned man, but with wiſe men, hee ſhall 
neuer win the e er of a good Phyſmian. Giue mee a 
Miniſter, admirable fortheprofoundnefle and voriety of as 
much knowledge as you will; let him be as it were a greedy 
Incloſer, an inſatiable Monopoliſt of all kind of tearnings, 
both ancient and moderne, of poſitiue, textual, controuerſe, 
Caſe - diuinity, wich all other ſpeculations of that holy Arr; 
yet, encept hee bee further ſanctified wich an experimentall 
inſight into the great myſterie of Godlineſſe, and into the 
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Science of ſauing ſoules; 
which mee-thiakcs is, the addition of a more ſpeciall ſupe- 


tiour vigour,that adtuating the generalities and contem- 


plations of Diuinity, giues life and ſoule vnto our mi- 
niſteriall function; except hee deſire with Conſcience to 
diuide theword of truth aright, and zealouſly endea- 
uour to applyhimſelte powerfully, to the various exi- 
cents of mens ſpitituall ftates; well may hee carrie a- 
way the credit of a great Scholler, and famous Preacher, 
with the greater part: but I doe not ſee how hee ſhall euer 
be able to purchaſe in the hearts and conſciences of diſcer- 
ning Chriſtians, the honour and reuerence of a good Pa- 
ſtour. Amongſt the reſt, one reaſon why in this glorious 
Noonetide of peace and profeſſion, wee haue fo many Prea- 
chers, and little planting of grace, is, becauſe we haue ſo few 
truly skilfull, and well ſchoolde in the ſecret paſſages, and 
practiſo ot that high and ſupernaturall Arte of ſoule · ſauing. 
Becaule the word is not handled with that conſcience,fce- 
ling, and affection; but formally, and Frier- like: for ſelfe- 
praiſc, and priuate ends. 

Now the ordinarie conceite, which vnregenerate men 
generally entertaine of this ſecond ſort of Gods Meſſen- 
gers, is, the very ſame which was habituared in the heart of 
eAbab againſt Elias and - Michaiah; of thoſe prophane 
Princes, againſt Jeremy; of eAmaziah againſt Amos; of 
Tertullus againſt Paul that they are Troublers of Tiracl, 
Preachers of terrour, Tranſgreſſors of policy, vnfit to pro- 

heſie at the Court, or in the Kings Chappell, peſtilent Fel- 
— Seditioners, Factioniſts, borne onely to diſquiet the 
world, & vexe mens conſciences. Where by the way, let me 
in a word ſupport and fortific the fainting reſolutions of all 
faichfull Miniſters, and true hearted Nathanielt, againſt the 
diſgrace full oppoſitions and plauſible cruelties of the times; 
by aſſuring them of the truth of this Principle, in the 
Schoole of Chriſt, confirmed by infinite experiences: that, 

In theſe daies of ours, eſpecially, which are ſtrangely pro- 
phane, and deſperately naught, in what man ſoeuer, the po- 
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wer of grace, Graces of Gods ſpirit, vndaunted zeale, reſo- 
lute NN Ga more working, eminent, and markeable, 
ordinarily che moe and more implacahle, outragious, and. 
inflamed Oppoſites ſhall that man finde, es 
lives, But let him build vpont, hee is bound, and ought to 
binde the very vtmoſt rage ofthe worlds baſeſt inſolencies, 
and indignities; nay, were there charged vpon him even. 
whole yolumes of moſt ſtinging inuectiues, and contume- 
lies ate farte greater corraſiues to generous ſpirits, and doe 
more nettle them, then any other outward croſſes or 
wrongs ) deuiſed by the exquiſiteſt malice, and pend with 
the bittereſt gall of þis molt enraged Aduerſarie; yet 1 ſay, 
hee is bound to binde them all as a Crgwne ynto his head, 
and ioyſully to ſet, and ſeale them with prayer and patience 
vpon his heart; and ſo many glorious teſtimonies, and in- 
fallible aſſurances, not onely of the nobleneſſe of his cou- 
tage in Gods cauſe, and eminencie of zeale againſt the cor- 
tuptions of the time, heete vpon earth: but alſo of, a richer 
reward in heauen, and brighter crowne of immartality,... . 
But to the point, to which I haue thought this preface a 
ſeaſonable preparatiue: though carnall conceits doe com- 
monly out of a naturall diſconceitſulneſſe, with much gall. 
full antipathy, diſtaſt the ſincetity, and powerfulneſſe of con- 
ſcionable Miniſters; yet che Formall Hypocrite, figured vn- 
to vs by the ſtonie ground, which I place in the higheſt 
ranke of vnregenerate men, for perfections attaineable in 
iu that ſtate, may ſometimes, in ſome fort, euen reuerence 
the Icremies, Michatabr, and John Baptilts.of the time; I 
meane thoſe men of God, which deliuer bis meſſage with 
conſcience, & courage, with power & demonſſration of the 
Spirit ; who lifting vp their voice like a Trumpet, dare, and 
doe tell the people their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of Ia- 
cob their ſins. In ſhort, who are not men- pleaſers in their 


Miniftty ; but the ſeruants of Chriſt; which in the ſence of 


the Apoſtle, ſtand oppoſite and diſtant wich a ſtrong, euer - Gil. ; 1g, 


laſting and incompatible contradiction. 


For clearing then, and reſoluing the point, conceiue the 
Aa 3 different 
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different grounds, and motiues of this formall re pect to 
go dy Miniſters, which ſprings out of the ſlony ground, and 
be found in an te man; and that hearry re- 

re nce towards them ichis detrely and deepely roored 
in the good and honefl heart. 

The Formall Hypocrite may reuerence even Gods faith- 
fulleſt Meſſengers thus and for ſuch cauſes as theſe : 

If hee be but naturally of mote noble and worrhy incli- 
nations, towards the matchleſſe faireneſſe of the worthieſt 
truth; and ſuffer reaſon to carrie his affections vvichout pre- 
indice or parriality, ypon the ttueſt worth; hee ſhall finde, 
euen out of 5 congruitie, and unds of common 
ſence, that the moſt reſpettfull deuotions, and addictions of 
his hea, ate dut by right, and bya proportionable obſer- 
dation of different excellencies,ro an Attibaſſadour of God, 
eſpetially ſanctiied with holy abihries thereurto; as to che 
only Angell ypon earth, and nobleſt creature vnder the 
d untie; and tot ole ſecrers ofhteanen, revealed by the po- 
wer oObiis tminiftry; which are ſo tranſeenderi rothedrprths 
6fnardre;andall created irmenitions, that they raotſhenen 
Angelicall viderſtandings with extraordinaric admiration, 
irdto obging All truth is #mmiable'to ingenuous 3 rebenſi- 
ons, and at the fitſt approch and impreſſion, potfeſſe them 
dich ſecrerlotutly hr —.— but if it be mingled with 
viſible markes of maieſty, and dienneneſſe, as Jods truth is, 
tro tnatuell though by it ordinary artraRiverrefe, und na- 
tiue excellencie it dra on an addition of ſome kind of re- 
derence from more generous nds hough vnregenerate; 
ank beerer ſpirited men, though abt yer Iirituall, So chat 
the tan, which doch fonndly viifoultithe ſacred myRtries 
of that ſupernatural truth, may euen in thatregard grow 
ſometimes into a reuerent eſtimation with vnfancłified 
men; who though as yet they want all true ard reall inte- 
teſt, in thoſe ble cbt $6fetcrnity and peate, hich hee 
bring gs from heatten ; yet They regard and reverence him for 
the maieſty of that meflape, vhich hee delivers with ince- 
grity and power. 


As 
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As more chole icke and eruall diſpoſions, doe many 
times in @ very baſe and barbarous manner diſeharge the 
vtmoſt of their gall, and dos every way their very worſt a- 
gainſt all ſincete profeſſors of graee, eſpecially, the pawer- 
tull Planters thereof: ſo others theta are better borne, af 
more manly breeding, and worthipefiaot nature; ho dot 
out of a naturall compaſſionateneſſo, and pavg of common 
humanity, commiſerate the miſeries and oppreſhons of in- 
nocency, whereſoere they ſee it groaning, vndex the inſo- 
lencies of cruelty and malice. And therefore ſith the con- 
ſcionable Miniſter is an ordinary & eminent Obieſt, where- 
on prophaneneſſe, and policy Hatred to hee reformed and 
conformal] Poperie; hell and the world, doe execute the 
extremity of their rage and poyſon; theſe mare impartiall, 
and milder tempeted men ghough they dos not ſauour bis 
fotwardneſſe, or concutte with him in arighs conceit of ſal- 
uation; yet they cannot chuſe, but looke ypam him ſo vn- 
worthily vext, with pitying eyes, and mozrally-melting in- 
clinations of heart. Nay, when they further conſider in their 
better minds, that be is ſo deſpiteſully loaden wick variety 
af wrongs and indiguities, and trampled vpon as it were e- 
uen vnto duſt, by the ſeete of pride and vnmanly inſultati- 
ons, for no other caule in the World, but becauſe he labours 
with ſincerity and zeale, to pull the precious ſoules of men 
out of the diuels mouth, and the damnation of Hell; and 
when they ſee chat he ſtands on his Maſters Hde and for the 
glory of his cauſe and truth, with ſuch patience, c6nliancy, 
and vndauntedneſſe of ſpirit, euen againſt his one parti- 
cular welfare, the countenance oſthe world, current of the 
times, and face of man; they are forced to reueronce choſe 
high and heroicall teſolutions of his, as certaiue veuera- 
bleimpreſſions of Diuinity, and infuſions ofheguennbough 
they cannot away with the holy firi A neſſe of his waies, or 
heartily loue the ſingularity of his ſandlification. 

If he be of a more politicke and reſerued deportment, 
greedy of popularity: and applauſe, ambuious after a pro- 
miſcuous reputation, from albſotta of men; hee may — 
Oc nera 
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generall forme of addreſſing and accomodating himfelfe, 
wich apleafing ——— all humour, degrees, 
and profeſſions, proportion and ſingle out among ſi the reſt, 
an artificiall formall reſpectiueneſſe, to thoſe faithfull Meſ- 
ſeugers of God, which hee knowes and acknowledges 
his owneconfcience;to be truly que by the rules of Djuini- 
ty. and royall chalenge of heauefi; burperformes onely out- 
wardly, in policy, for by reſpects, or priuate ends; out of the 
vaſtneſſe perhaps and vniuerſality, of his popular ambition, 
to winde himſelſe with a more plauſible infinuation, into 
che affectiom and to win the good willes, and word ofthar 
kind of people alſo, vhich in che worlds language are nick- 
named Putitans; but in Gods ſtile, ate honoured with the 
Elogie of the onely excellent vpon earth. This happens 
ſometimes, eſpecially, if hee liue in a veine —— Chriſli- 
ans; and where goodneſſe, and godly men (if any place bee 


ſo bleſt) bee predominant, and beate the greateſt ſway. 
There becauſe other iſe hee cannot hold correſpondence 
with the good opinions of the beſt, he ioynes and concurres 


with them for his credit ſake in outward eſtimation, and 
countenancing ofthe Miniſtry, Vea and beſides, as Icon- 
ceiue, there may bee ( which may bee a further meanes to 
draw on this reuerence ) euen a truc-hearted ſectet deſire, 
ſometimes in vnſanctified hearts, to purchaſe a good con- 
ceit from a gratious man: although they will by no meanes 
—ͤ — with him, in ſincerity, either by iudgement, or 
. practiſe”; = ifit might be enioyed, with the ſenſual} enioy- 
ment of their darling pleaſute, and were they any waies ca- 

pable of coincidency ; they would with all their heatts, and 

ſpeciall deareneſſe, (though perhaps their height of ſto- 

macke, would di{daine and not deſcend to the acknow- 
ledgement,) embrace his warrant, and allowance ſor tlieir 

ſpirituall ſtate : and could they noſſibly procure it, they 

would eſteeme his voice, fot election into the ſociety of 

Saints the rareſt je well in the crowne of all their ciuill cre- 

dit, and commendations. So it is, chat ſometimes vntegene- 

rate men (tumble ypon the right way tottue reputation. 
For 
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For indeed there was neuer man vpon earth, had a good 
name in the right ſence and interpretation; but it was ho- 
noured with the approbation and teſlimony of good men. 
I would not care a pins end, concerning a true and right e- 
ſtimate of my ſtate towards God, what all vnregenerate 
men in the world, though ennobled with an incomparable 
concurrence of wiſedome, knowledge, policie, greatneſſe, 
or what other remarkeable excellencies ſoeuer, {ay or con- 
ceiue in the point: for I know they are ſtarke blinde, and 
cannot ſee, they are in more then Egyptian darkeneſſe, and 
cannot poſſibly comprehend, the inuiſible brightneſſe, and 
ſpiritual glory of ſanctified men, and thrice bleſſed Rare of 
Can ſtianity. But now in this caſe, I muſt tell you, I would 
infinitely preferte the aduiſed good opinion and diſaffectio- 
nate aſſent, of the pooreſt iudicious Chriſtian, before the 
ſhining fauours, and all thoſe adored influences of Princely 
grace, which can poſſibly flow from the glorious Circle of 
the brighteſt imperiall Crowne vpon eaith. | 
Fourthly, this impreſſion of reverence towards the beſt 
Miniſters, that may in ſome ſort, for a ſeaſon at the leaſt, poſ- 
ſeſſe the heart of the Formall Hypocrite; may alſo ſprin 
from that naturall ſoueraigaty, and powerkull — 
which the word of God, preſt with power, and conſcience 
doth exerciſe ouer mens conſciences. From the dazling a- 
ſtoniſhment, of that inuiſible piercing light of diuine truth, 
which doth ſometimes vponthe ſudden,ruſh violently like 
a flaſh of lightening; from the mouth of the Miniſter, into 
the very inmoſt cloſets of his heart; and there diſcouer not 
without fome horrour, his moſt ſecret luſts, and dark —— 
criſies. From that ſacred character of heauenlineſſe, and a- 
full cerrour, which Gods dreadfull hand doth many times 
ſtampe as it were viſibly, vpon thoſe men, whom himſelſe 
deſignes with fpeciall addreſſe, and ſanctiſies with Miniſte- 
riall Grace, to reueale and repreſent the myſteries of hea- 
uen, and his owne great Maieſty in that emiminent and glo- 
rious manner. From a conſcious comparing of his one 
ſecret guiltineſſe, and duller paſſages of vnxealouſneſſe and 
B b formality, 
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formalitie, withithe ſearching voreſiftableneſſe of their Mi- 
niſtry and zealefull ſincerity of rheir life, From a conceit, 
that a faithfull man of God, by bis minifteriall mediation, 
doth ſtand in the gap againſt the irruptions of threatned 
iudgements, and deſerued vengeance ; and by the piercing 
key of his feryent prayer, ynlockes the richeſt treaſuries of 
heauen, for the effuſion of all manner bleſſings, comforts, 
and protections vpon the = where he lives. Or at the 
beſt from a ſuperficiall ſenſe, and generall apprehenſion, of 
thoſe many excellent refreſhments, and —_— graces, 
which by their miniſ ery, are ſhed into, and ſhine ful ſweer- 


ly ypon the fad diftreſles, of truly troubled ſoules, and ate 
comfortably conueied through Chrifts bloody wounds in- 
to the gaſping agonies of bleeding hearts. Though thar 
precious blood neuer melted his marble heart into teares of 
true repentance, nor Gods infinite mercy won his heartie 
affeQion to the waies of grace; yet hee hath a kindof — 


mering hope, but from falſe and 4 that a 
Paſſion of ſuch vnualuable price, and bleſſed Rore-houſe of 
vnlimited tender-heartednefle, ſhould neuer pofſibly bee 
ſtinted, or reftrained, before hee haue his part inthepur- 
chaſe, and a ſhare in thoſerich compaſſions. Efpecially ſich 
in congruitie of iuſtice, and probability of Gods procee- 
dings, there is ſuch alarge harueſtfor hell, before he be laid 
hold on, For his preſent perfections giue him precedency, 
before notorious ſinners, groſſe hypocrites, meerely ciuill 
honeſt men, backfliders from profeſſion of grace, and a 
world of wicked men worſe then himſelfe. 

But whence ſoeuer it fprings, or what grounds ſoeuer 
it hath, this reuerence to Gods faithfull Meſſengers, in the 
Formall hypocrite, is ordinarily turned into heart · riſing a- 
gainſt them, in theſe three caſes: 

Hrſt, when by direction of the very firſt rule in the ſacred 
myſtery of ſauing ſoules, and following that onely method 
for plantatiõ nl choſen, & chalked our vnto ys, by the 

edency and practiſe of the Prophets, Apoſtles, Chriſt 
imſelſe, and all thoſe happle Ones, that euer ſor their harrs, 
| with 
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with courage and ſinceritie, to the ſaluation of men and be- 
haued themſelues, with dexteritie and conſcience, in the 
Lords harueſt ; I ſay, when thus, by the guidance of an holy 
wiſdome, they firſt begin to lay about them, with the ham 
mer of the Law, amongſt a number of ſtonie hearts, and to 
lay it on with 2 witneſſe with full weight, and iteration 
ot ſtrokes, from the beſt ſtrength of a ſpirituall arme, vpon 
the hairie ſcalpe of euery one which hates to be teſormed: 
when hee ſees and feeles chat they weld that two d 
ſword, with reſolution and power, and ſend it home with a 
feateleſſe and faithfull hand, euen into the very center of a 
ſeared conſcience, and to the heart of prophanenes and re- 
bellion: when he findes by experience, that men can haue 
no eaſe ot reſt ynder their Miniſterie; but they are fill gra- 
ting with pearcing and terrour vpon their guiltie conſcien- 
ces, ſtinging their carnall hearts with ſenſe of thoſe flaming 
hotrours which hang ouer their heads, and ſo teſtleſly tor- 
menting them before their time; I ſay then, and in thus caſe, 
he begins to coole the heate, and rebate the edge of his eſti- 
mation. A diſtafifull preiudice againſt ſuch boĩflerous pro- 
ceeding, as hee conceits and calles it, begins toiuftle out of 
his affections that former reuerence. And hereupon you 
ſhall heare him ſometimes out of a pang of formalicie, and 
ſelfe- guiltineſſe, breake out againſt them to this ſenſe, eſpe- 
cially when himſelſe hath been lately ſtung and galled vpon 
the ſore: though Itake ſuch and ſuch to — well meaning 
and honeſt minded men, and can be content to heate them 
now and then; yet me thinks they marre all with too much 
iudgement, and preſſing the law with that peremptorines 
and rigour. I doe not like that they ſhould aſſume and ex- 
erciſe ſuch ſeueritie and imperiouſnes ouer mens conſcien- 
ces. Theſe particular applications, and ſecret ſingling out of 
mens ſinnes, taſte too much of malice and priuate r e. 
I will ſtand vnto it, this doctrine of difference ing mens ſpixi- 
tuall lates; of perfeRions attainable in the Rate of — 
e eee e They fo bee 
damned, is to driue men to ire. 0 
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themſelues in their Sermons, and ftraiten the way to hea- 
uen, as though none ſhould be ſaued, but the Brethren, and 
thoſe Chriſtians, as now by an excellency, they call one ano- 
ther, that reach iuſt the ſame ſtraine of purity and preciſenes, 
which they in their fanciful abſtractions erect aboue the or- 
dinary. Well, well, let tbem looke vnto it, by ſuch afftigh- 
ting points as theſe, and diſheartning the people with feare- 
full ſentences, they may make ſuch wounds in weake con- 
ſciences, that all the balme in Gilead, perhaps the precious 
blood of Chriſt wil neuer aſter reuiue, or binde vp and cloſe 
with comfort, &c. 

I would not for a world of gold, giue any ſhadow of iu- 
ſtification, or leaſt allowance, to the vnſeaſonable terrifying 
of any trẽbling conſcience: God forbid, It were — 
cruelty to po wre y wine of wrath & horror into the mourn- 
ful groanings of a bruſed ſpirit. It were a curſed cure, & that 
hand was hewed out of the hardeſt rock, which can endure 
to apply a biting corraſiue to a bleeding ſoule. As I dare not 
vpon penalty of anſwerablenes for the blood of their ſoules, 
cry —— men, were they Gods ypon earth; 
or promiſe pardon & pleaſure in another world, to any that 
neſles and nuſles himſelf, ſenſually and ſecurely, in an earthly 
Paradiſe, were he an Angel ofheauen: ſo! infivitly defire to 
cõuey the warmeſt blood y euer heated the heart of Chriſt; 
the ſweeteſt balme that euer dropt from the pen of the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, vpofi the ſacred leaues of the booke of life; the 
deareſt merctes, that euer rould together the relenting bo- 
wels of Gods tendereſt compaſſions, into euery broken and 
wounded heart, For as promiſes of ſaluation to a world- 
ling, are like honourto a foole : ſoterrours of thelaw to a 
truly humbled penitent,are as ſnow in ſummer, and taine in 
harueſt, both, both vnſeemly, and vnſeaſonable. 

And ] hope al the wiſe Ambaſſadours of God, make con- 
ſcience of a ſeaſonable teuealing vnto the ſonnes of men, 
that higheſt and tranſcendent excellencie of their Mafter, 
his mercie. Many glorious expreſſions and repreſentations 
whereof, purpoſely ſtamped by his oyns, hand, doe ſhine 


moſt oriently and viſibly, to every vnderſtandi eye, both 
in this and ro other 8 beyond al ale com- 
prehenſions: in all the paſſages of his booke; in thoſe ioy- 
full palaces of Heauen; in the many capitall characters, of 
his goodneſſe and bountie, which wee may runne and reade 
in euery leafeʒ and page, and line ofthis great volume of Na- 
ture, round about vs; in the hourely compaſſions to his 
creatures; in thoſe Angelicall guards about his choſen; but 
principally, and farre aboue all conceit either of man or An- 
gell, in the Paſſion of his Sonne. And theſe three occaſions 
2 exact from them a diſcouerie of this bottomleſſe 
depth. | | 

1. When they open ynto their people his diuine Attri- 
butes, and vnfold with ſobrietie the incomprehenſiblenes of 


his Being; Mercie then is to march the fitſt, ſo farre and in Exod.34.6.7, 


that ſenſe, as infinitie admits precedencie,and to take vp her 
ſeate in the higheſt Throne; as the faireſt flower in his gat- 
land of Maieſtie, the brighteſt ray that iſſues out of that vn- 
approchable light, the louelieſt Iemme that crownes all his 
boundleſſe, immeaſurable, imperiall glorie. 

2. Secondly, In their ordinarie diſcoueries of the dam- 
nablenes of mens ſtates, and thoſe endleſſe woes which are 


treaſured vp for them againſt the day of wrath, they muſt Efai . 18. & 5 ;. 
wiſely mingle ſome lightnings of the Goſpell with the 759: 


thundrings ofthe Law ; ſome vſes of comfort, withthoſe of 
confuſion; markes of ſincere profeſſors, with their diftin- 
ctiue characters of the many ſorts of ynregenerate men; 
cordials of compaſſion, with corraſiues of terrour. When 
they are driuing deſperate ſinners, by their denunciations of 
iudgement, towards the brink of deſpaire; they muſt ſhead 
into their ſinking ſoules fome'glimpfes of mercy;vpon eon- 
dition of amendment,and h off pardon, in caſe of peni- 
tencie. Hopeleſſe hearts doe curiouſly afflict themſelues 
with much affected hotrour, and imaginarie Hels: which if 
Satan once ſee, he plies the aduantage with all the craftineſ- 
{es and cruelties of Hell : He pteſently by his aceurſed Al- 
chymie, will turne the leaf ſinfull vanitie, into a crying vil 
6 Bb 3 lanie; 
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lanie; aberrations of youth, into ſcarlet abominations; eue- 
cranſgrefſion againſt light of conſcience, into fin againſt 
= Holy Ghoſt, Io ſuch a point of ſpiricuall extremicie, he 
doth Rronglgſuggeſt, and is cager to perſwade a man, that 
chough the armes of Chriſt, and gates of grace ſtand wide 
open for entrance and embracement, vntill the ſunne of 
the naturall life be ſer; yet in this caſe,the caſe is altered: for 
the period of his gracious day, and turne for time of viſita- 
tion is expired, and alreadie paſt :that though the blood of 
the vnſpotted Lampe, ypon repentance ſaued euen the 
ſoules of choſe that ſpilt it; yet it belongs not to him: 
though the promiſes of liſe, in the word of truth, be made 
vnto vs, without limitation of time, ot exception of ſinnes; 
et he hath no part in them, his name was neuer writ in the 
$9 of life,he is out of the decree of election, he ſtands re. 
probate vnto the couenant of grace, &c, Miniſters then, ſo 
much as in them lies, myſt ineete with this malice of Satan, 
and labour by all meanes to preſerue and maintaine the life 
of hope, and poſſibilitie of pardon, in heauie hearts, amid 
their greateſthorror, If there be no hope of being receiued 
to grace, there will be no deſire to returne into the ſtate of 
grace. They muſt be taught, and fore warned that there are 
two waies, out ofthe dreadful viſitations of conſcience, and 
the perplexed ſtraits of a vexed minde: they may either fol- 
low Idas the curſedſt man that ever breathed, from horrac 
to the halter, and ſo poſt after him out of the bell of a de- 
{pairing conſcience, to the hell of fire and brimſtone, bur- 
ning for euer before the throne of God: which God forbid: 
or elſe they may tract Chriſt Ieſus, bleſſed for euer, by his 
bloodie drops vnto the Croſſe, which is the right path, and 
2s God would haue it. If they take the firft,a thouſand times 
bettet neuer to haue been: for they diſhonour the Maieſtie 
of Heauen in the higheſt degree imaginable, by diſroabing 
God of the brighteſt beame of his glorie, bis mercie; and 
they wiltulty and ſenſelefly damne their ſoules and bodies 

in the lowett dungeon of the bottomleſſe pit, in the v 
ſame roome with that incarnate diuell j betrayet of Cad 
But 
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Bur if they take the ſecond, they are bleſt that euer they 
were borne. Neuer did render-hearted mother ſo ſweetly 
lull her deareſt infant in her boſome and armes of loue after 
a fall, as the Sonne of God doth in ſuch a caſe bend his bru- 
ſed body euen to the expreſſion of bloody drops, with loue- 
lieſt embracements, and compaſſions ro heale and binde 
ſuch broken hearts. Nay in his eſteeme (this is only a pearle 
for true Penitents, ler no ſwine rrample vpon it, or ſtranger 
take it vp ) his precious blood is made us it were mote pre. 
cious & orient, by couering etimſon ſins, ifa ground be firſt 
ſoundly laid with teates of true repẽtance. And God himfelf 
is thereby ſingularly glorified, ho then longs the moſt to 
ſhew mercie, when it is neereſt to be vtterly deſpaited of. 
Oh! he holds himſelfe mighrily honouted, when a poore 
ſoule,miſerably mangled and hewed and hackt vpon, by Sa- 
tans malice and wounds of finne, comes bleeding and wee- 
ping to the throne of grace, for pardon and comfort, Hee 
cannot poſſibly be better pleaſed t he cthinkes nothing too 
deare for ſuch an one; were it a draught of the hearts blood 
of his owne Sonne; be it the delicious Manna of his deareſt 
mercies, or the moſt rauiſhing comforts of that bleſſed Spi- 
rir. Oh! ſaith he, out of a pang of that loue, which brought 
Chriſt Ieſus from his boſome, into the bowels of the catth, 
oh! faith he, O chow affhited and 10 
no comfort, behold, I will lay thy ſtones with the Carbuncle, 
aud lay thy foundation with Sapbires, and I will make thy win- 
dowes of Emerand;, and thy gates ſhining ſtones, and all thy 
border: of pleaſant ſtones, That is, I will turne thy depths of 
forrow into ſeas of comſort; thy bitter teares into ſpirituall 
triumphs ; thy former horrors into heauens of ioy. I will fill 
thy heart with thoſe ynmixedpleaſures,which no man ſhall 
e from thee; thy conſcience with peace that paſſeth all 
vnderftanding ; thy crowne of life with ſhining glorie, 
which thy vtmoſt conceit cannot poſſibly comprehend At 
ſuch a time hee puts on as it were his imperial roabes, his 
roabes oſ ſtate; and riſeth vp with greateſt maieſtie into his 
higheſt and moſt glorious rhrone,to grace and — 


with t empeſt that haſt Eſai. 14.11.12. 


Flai 61.1. 
Luke 4.18. 
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I may ſo ſpeak, happie match andmariage, of an humbled 
ſoule vnto his onely Sonne. He feaſts thoſe purer ſpirits,the 
bleſſed Angels, with extraordinary ioy, triumphant Halle. 
[u-jah:,and new ſongs of congratulation,at the ſolemniza- 
tion of thoſe ſacred Neptials, So naturall and 8 to 
the incomparable ſweetues of his mercifull diſpoſition, is 
ſhewing of compaſſion and pardoning of ſinnes. 

3. Thirdly, The moſt natural and proper obiect of Gods 
pitie and commiſeration, is a broken and contrite ſpirit. 
True penitents onely, are perſons rightly qualified for the 
pardons of heauen. And therefore the choiceſt and chicfeft 
ſeaſon of all, for the Miniſters of God, to raine downe re- 
freſhing ſhowers of mercie, from the throne of grace, is 
when mens hearts are as it were chapr, and drie with true- 
hearted ſorrow, and ſhedding teares for fin; ſorely ſcorcht 
and waſted with ſenſe of that deuouring wrath, whichis a 
conſuming fire; and eagerly gaſpe for grace, as the parcht 
and thirflic land for drops of raine. Oh how faire a thing is 
mercie iu the time of anguiſh and trouble ! It is like a cloud of 
rame that commeth in the time of a drought. Let the power 
ofthe Law firſt breake and bruſe, which is a neceſſarie pre- 
paratiuefor the plantation of grace; and then powre in and 
{pare not the moſt precious oyle of the ſweeteſt Euangeli- 
call comfort. But many, very many marre all, with miſſing 
this methode: either for want of ſanAification in them- 
ſelues, or skill to manage their Maſters buſineſſe; either by 
reaſon of their ſeruing the time, or ſocietie with good fel. 
lowes,as they call them, or the like; they audaciouſly bleſſe 
with cowardly ſilence, or accurſed flatteries, where God 
himſelfe doth curſe :and all their life long, purpoſely pill 
many a golden viall of the well of life, and largeſt doles of 
gracious promiſes, vpon ſtonie hearts and formall Phariſies. 
Our deare Redeemer that great Minifler of the Goſpel), and 
Mediatour for mercie teacheth another le ſſon, and told ys 
when he was vpon earth, that the Lord had annointed him: 
whereumto? to preach good tidings: but to whom? ynto 
the poore, to binde yp the broken hearted, to preach deli. 
uerance 
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verance to the Captiues, to comſort all that mourne, to ſet 
at libertie them that are bruſed; to put a fairer flame into 
the ſmoaking flaxe, and more ſtrength into the bruſed reed; 
to take off with his owne holy hand, the burthen from the 
backe of all thoſe that groane vnder the weight oftheir ſins, 
and to coole their fainting ſoules with his ſauing and ſacred 
blood. Bruſed ſpitits and mournfull ſoules only, are capable 


= 


ofthe comforts of grace, and diuine compaſſions. The wiſe 
Ambaſſadours of God then, may be bold in this point; they Eſai. 66.2. 


haue their warrant vnder the Broad Seale of the King of 
Heauen, and commiſſion from the Office of his Sonne: if 
they finde that the miniſterie of the word hath wrought 
true remorſe, and that the hammer ot the Law bath ſtroken 
thorow the rebellious loynes of prophane obſtinacie, & the 
iron ſine ws of ſenſuall pride; if they meet with harts touche 
to the quick, & conſciences tanſackt to the bottome: there, 
there, let them plie it with mercies, and ſweetly lull ſuch 
wearie ſoules in the ſofteſt armes of tendernes, reſi, peace, 
and all heauenly delicacies. A concurrence of their beſt elo- 
uence, feruenteſt prayer, ſpitituall experience, and compaſs 
— feeling, is too little to comfort in ſuch a caſe. * 
them, let ſuch mourners in Sion know, that if they waite 
but a little with patience, longings, and thoſe vnutterable 
groanes; in the word of life and truck, they ſhall haue caſe, 
and drink their fils out of the river of the pleaſures of God, 
Vet a very little while, and he that ſhall come he will come 
and will not tarrie, and when he comes he will bring with 
him a pardon writ by Gods owne hand with the blood of 
Chriſt, and ſeale it vnto their ſoules by his ſpeciall ſanctify- 
ing power, with ſuch a ſtrong and euerlaſting impreſſion, 
that neither man nor diuell, the N of hell, or length of 
eternitie, ſnall euer be able to vnlooſe. 
Theſe things are ſo. Gods Meſſengers are miniſters of 
mercie in ſuch points as 1 haue pointed at: but yet for all 


this, the formall Hypoctite mult not cattie it away ſo. For 
the truth is, formall Profeſſors cenſure with ſuch ſeueritie, 
and fretting; and with much diſdaine and indignation crie 
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out againſt preſſing the Law,and preaching of judgements; 
particular pearcing applications, and torturing mens con- 
ſciences with amazements and feate; becauſe it a conſcio- 
nable courſe of preaching goe for currant, they are caſt and 


condemned; and if the way to heauen be ſo narrow, (as in- 


deed it is, if Chriſt Ieſus be of any credit with them) they 
muſt neuer come therezexcept in the meane time they come 
on to the forwardnes of the Saints, and that true-hearted 
holineſſe, without which no man ſhall euer ſee the face of 
God, Hence it is, that beſides their owne ſecret diſtaſt, and 
reluctation, they labour with much prophane and boyſte- 
rous oppoſition, to bring the faithfulleſt Paſtours of Gods 
people into diſgrace and diſaccount; as though they were 
fellowes of furious ſpirits; ſonnes onely of thunder and 
lightning; Doctors of deſpaire, and vnmercifull diſpenſers 
of damnation, Nay ordinarily theſe mẽ exclaime with more 
diſcontent and clamour, againſt preaching of iudgements 
for ſin, then notorious ſinners : for theſe many times out of 
a ſenſe of their guiltineſſe, and with an ingenuous acknow- 
ledgement confefle them to be inſt; but puts them off with 
a flattering preſumptuous conceit, that God is mercifull, or 
reſeruation to repent hereafter, or with a purpoſe forthe 
preſent to become new- men, though ſuch holy motions 
are ſoone after drowned in yprophane reuellings of good- 
fellowſhip : but the other out of a proud error, of miſtaking 
their ſpirituall Rates, and Phariſaicall confidence, iuſtifie 
themſelues ; and would gladly perſwade their hearts, that 
inward aſtoniſhments and apprehenſions of terror in ſuch 
caſes, ariſe rather fromthe diſſempered terrifying zeale of 
the Preacher, and vnſeaſonable preſſing of iudgement, then 
from the ſting of their guiltie conſciences, and inuiſible fin- 
ger of an angrie and diſpleaſed God. | 

To deale plainly, this is the very true cauſe of their impo- 
tent out-cries and complaints, that theſe preciſer Preachers 
come till with nothing but damnation and vengeance; out 
of their ſowre and imperious auſteritie caſt nothing but 
wildfire, brunſtone and gunpowder into the conſciences of 


men, 
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men, and take the readie way to drive them to deſpaire. 
| Whereas God knowes,ifthey were fitted for mexcie;would 
they ſubmit the naturall pride of their guilefull hearts, with 
humility and vareſeruedaesto the ſoueraignty ofthe word, 
and ſimplicitie of the Saints; they would with all their 
hearts powre whole Oceans of ſofteſt oyle into their woũ- 
ded ſoules,and fill their bruſed ſpirits with a ioyfull conflu- 
ence,of all the precious ſufferings of Chriſt, promiſes of life, 
comforts of grace, mercies of God, and ioyes of heauen. 
What comfort in the world can any Miniſter haue in vexing 
mens conſciences, & ſtanding at ſtaues end with the whole 
world ? but that they dare not for the life of their ſoule be 
falſe to their great Lord and Soueraigne ; and doe heartily 
thirſt to draw their brethren our of hell, and to ſaue their 


immortall ſoules out of thoſe euetlaſting flames. To cor= 


clude the point, they caſt vnto themſelues in the mould of 
their worldly wiſedome, a religious mediocritie, and pitch 
with reſolution'and ſecuritie ypon a meaſute of profeſſion, 
and degree-of zeale compatible with their maine carnall 
contentment; and that muſt be a competent ſufficiencie oſ 
holineſſe for heauen , and ſerue their turne for ſaluation. 
Which glorious formalitie, if Gods Meſſenger out ofa zea- 
lous impatiencie againſt lukewarmes, tranſgreſſe and cen- 
ſure, and ſquare not with an exact proportion all his reſolu- 
tions and applications from the word thereunto; he ſpeaks 
in their ſenſe, either not to the purpoſe, out of priuate hu- 
mour, or too imperiouſſy. 

Theſe diſtempered boyſterous exclamations, or at leaſt 
ſecret impatiencie and fretfulnes againſt conſcionable preſ- 
ſing the Law. and iuſt denouncement of iudgements for ſin, 
is a common marke to the formall Hypocrite, with all ſorts 
of ynregenerate men; and conſtant propertie of all the ſons 
of Adam, while they yet lie ſoftly repoſed ypon their beds 
of pleaſure and hate to bee reformed, for ſuch cauſcs as 
theſe : 

1. They thinke themſelues all the while arraigned at 
the barre of God, Their gaulled conſciences crie guiltie. 
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The ſound of feare anderies of v ee are in their eares, 
and their harts Qroken thorow with ſlauiſn horror tremble, 
as the leaues of the forreſt that are ſhaken with the winde: 
except they haue paued them with obſtinacie & Atheiſme, 
and made them like the high wales, and Satans ordinarie 
roade. | 

2. They baue no ſhelter ynder the ſhadow of the moſt 
Hie, no ſuccoùt vnder the wings of Chriſt, from the plagues 
of God, and curſes of the Law. They cannot yet pleade any 
priuiled ge or protection by the blood of the Lambe, from 
the poylon, ſing, and endleſſe vengeance of thoſe wofull 
judgements and cutting confuſions, which are iuſtly preſt 
vpon their guiltie conſciences, for theirynmortified luſts. 

3, If the whole counſell and iuſt wrath of God be faith- 
fully and impartially ript vp and reuealed againſt them in 
this kinde, the Angelicall deluſions of Satan, and the dam- 
nablenes of their preſent condition will be cleerely diſco- 
uered ynto their conſciences, For a ſeaſonable, and ſincere 
diuifion of the word of Life and Truth, doth piercingly and 
powerfully. diuide berweene the Soule and the Spirit, the 
10ynts and the marrow, and neuer either iuſtifies any vnre- 
generate man, or condemnes the juſt. And therefore hee 
that reſts either in the ſtate of notoriouſnes, or meere ciuill 
honeſtie without an addition of ſupernaturall and ſauing 
grace; or groſſe hypocrifie,or Apoſtacie,or lukewarme pro- 

eſſion, or any other degree of vnregeneration, ſhall be ſure 

(if he liue vader a conſtant and conſcionable meanes) now 
and then to receiue a ſhrode knocke vpon his guiltic con- 
ſcience by the hammer of the Law, from the hand of a faith- 
full Teacher, which cannot chuſe but goe full heauie vnto 
his heart, except it be ſealed vp by the ſpirit of ſlumber with 
obduration,and ſenſeleſneſſe againſt the day of vengeance ; 
and muſt needes matte his mirth,and all pleaſures of earth, 
with a moſt bitter, dreadful mixture of ſlauiſh feare, and ap- 
prehenſions of Hell, 

4- Preaching, and preſſing the Law, is principally either 
tor deieRionof the heart with remorſe for ſinne, or dire- 

| ion 
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ion of the life by rules of grace: they can endure and di- 
gelt neither. 

57 Their conſciences ordinarily are euer freſh bleeding, 
and ſtill gaulled with too violent ſtretebing and inlarge- 
ment, and with the hard fitting of their boſome ſinne at the 
leaſt; and therefore they eaſily grow reluctant and ragefull, 
when they are grated vpon by the ſearching power of an 
holy, and ſoule- ſauing ſeueritie, and vexed to the quick with 
the particular diſcouetie of their hypocriſie, and — | 
into their ſinfull ſores, Hence it is, that many times prou 
and prophane men faſten vpon the beſt Miniſters, euen for 
their faithfulnes in Minifteriall duties, the verieſt dunghill 
indignities (pardan the phraſe, it expreſſeth not halfe their 
vilenes) and foulleſt inbumanitics, that the moſt contem- 
tible baſenes, and extremeſt malice can poſſibly deuile, or 
an ingenuous Pagan thinke ypon, without a great deale of 
indignation, Thou ſpeakeſt falſely, ſay all the proud men 
vnto bleſſed Jeremie, when he had ended his thundring and 
threatning Sermon againſt them: Ierem 43. 2. Then ſpake 
eAzariah the ſonne of Hoſtaiab, and Tohanan the ſonne of 
Kareah,and all the proud men, ſaying to leremiah, T box lieſt. 
Execrable blaſphemie,prodigious villanie: Duſt and aſhes, 
nay,incarnate Diuels, to giue the lye, by conſequent at the 
leaſt, ( ſpeake it not without horrour) to God Almightie! 
And aboue others, great men( without grace) finde r 
ing the law moſt painfull to their prophane hearts: becauſe 
they haue the greateſt power and pleaſures, and indeed their 
portion in this world, Hence it was, that when Iehudi, Iere. 
36.23. had read three or foute leaues of thoſe cutting Ser- 
mons of comminations, and curſes againſt Iuda and Iſrael, 
the King ſtampt, and raged, and cut = roule with the pen- 
knife, and caſt it into _ fire that was on the hearth, vntill 
all the roule was conſumed in the fire that was on 5 heatth, 
And that Amaziab diſcharged Amos of the Court, and ſi- 
lenced him from ſpeaking any more in the Kings Chappell, 
Amos 7.13, And that, that vubappie Felix, when Paul op- 


poſed, and applied to his couetous, carnall, and carleleſſe hu- 
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mour a terrifying diſcourſe of tighteouſneſſe, temperance, 
and the iudgement to come, cut him off in the current of his 
ſpeech, and diſmiſt him vnto a more conuenient time, and 
better leiſure, Act. 24.26. So loth are prophane great Ones 
to be troubled in conſcience, and tormented before their 
time. 28 
2. A ſecond caſe wherein this reuerence which may 
ſometimes be found in the formal hypocrite to Gods faith- 
full Meſſengers, changeth into heart-rifing againſt chem, is, 
when by the ſearching power of the word, they haue ſing- 
led out his boſome ſinne, and haue it in purſuite, and chaſe 
with all thoſe fierce and fearefull armies of deuouring 
plagues, and certaine vengeance, which dog it at the heeles. 
Hee can digeſt well enough, with good attention and pa- 
tience, the debatemẽt ofa ä — or Common: place; 
approue and applaude generall diſcourſes, and vnſearching 
Sermons; eſpecially if they taſte ſomething 1 
of fulnes of reading, or fineneſſe of conceit;be made vp wit 
ſome affected mixture of choiceſt humane learning, and 
commend to the cares of the Auditorie, the exceſſe and ex- 
cellencie of ſome rarer naturall parts. His heart may ſome- 
times euen daunce and leape within him for ioy, not with- 
out ſome outward viſible repreſentations, when hee ſhall 
heare the infinitenes of Gods mercie; vnualuablenes of 
Chriſts bloodſhed; preciouſnes of the promiſes of life; vn- 
concciueablenes of thoſe pleaſures aboue, and ſuch other 
points of exultation and comfort, with a paſſionate and 
powerfull eloquence expreſſed ſomething to the life and 
feelingly amplified, Although ſuch inward tranſitorie light- 
nings in him, ſpring not from the ſpeciall apprehenſion of 
any true reall intereſt in thoſe ioyfull ridings ; but from the 
naturall mouingnes of the matter, or the vaniſhing flaſhes 
of a temporarie faith, or the like. Nay, yet — ma 
tolletate with reaſonable contentment and eaſe, the zealous 
exapitation of other hatefull villanies; the diſcouerie and 
damnation of any other corruption: ſo that onely his dar- 
ling pleaſure be let alone; his maſter · ſin not meddle with. 
Let 
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Let vs ſuppoſe the ſinne of his boſome, to bee the brutiſh 
pleaſures of vncleannes, and that to him it is an earthly Pa- 
radiſe,to feede his rageful luſt with greedineſle and delight, 
at leaſt ypon ſpeculatiue wantonneſſe and adulteries of the 
heart: Now in this caſe, if the Miniſters of God onely for- 
beare to beate vpon this point; if they take heede that they 
touch not this ſoreʒthey may be bold at their pleaſure, in o- 
ther denunciations of terrour, and take libertie with his 
good leaue, to purſue other ſinnes, with as great zeale and 
deteſtation, as they will. They may tell the mercileſſe Vſu- 
rer that he is infamouſly guilty of that ſinne, of which a con- 
uerted Iew, an honeſt Heathen, or tollerable Turke, would 
be aſhamed and remorſefull ; ſtigmatized by ioynt- conſent 
of charitable hearts, and ſtrongeſt current of beſt Diuinitie, 
with a brand of extraordinarie hatefulnes, hard- heartednes 
and crueltie: which at this day doth ſhroudely ſhake the 
ſtrong ſine wes of this great kingdome; like a fretting can - 
ker with a 2 inuiſible conſumption, doth daily wafte 
the ſtates, ſucke the blood, and eate the liues of many poore 
diſtreſſed Ones in this land; fils rownes and cities with vn- 
. per ſons, and the Countrey with miſeries and in- 

umanities. Nay, and let carnall reaſon, couetous humours, 
ſupercilious, obſtinate imperiouſnes fret and contradict, 
rage and reclaime as long as they will: to ſet aſide prouoca- 
tion of Gods plagues, and conſiderations of pietie; euen in 
the ſenſe of nature, and morall conſcience, it caſts an aſper- 
fion of inexpiable ſhame and diſhonour ypon the ancient 
= of this incomparable Citie. It is very ſtrange, that 

uch rauenous Harpies and Vſurious Vultures (for ſo euen 


Paganiſme ſtiled them by the light of reaſon) ſhould auda | 


ciouſly rouſt eſpecially on high, in the Eagles neſt, this Im- 
perial Groue and ſeate of Maieſtie! They may tell the drun- 
kard, that hee is a voluntarie Diuell, the common ſhame of 
nature, the great reproch and prodigious diſgrace of man- 
linde; that by turning himſelfe into a barrell or a beaſt, 
doth with intollerable iniquitie ſwiniſhly ouerturne, and 


difanimate that nobleſt thing, next ynto an Angelicall na- 
ture, 
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ture, the ynderſtanding power of the ſoule, which the hand 
of God by a royall ſelfe-reſemblance hath moſt vndeſer- 
uedly ſtamped ypon him. And for which, without timely re- 
pentance, he will turne hereafter into the vileſt and moſt 
tormented creature, next vnto the Diuell and the damned 
ſpirits. Let him goe on a while in his ſwaggering humour, 
and out of an accurſed gallantnes of a ſcornefull ſpirit, 
crowne himſelſe with Roſe-buds, in this ſpring of his 
ſtrength to powre in ſtrong drinke; let him drowne his 
ouer-heated rage, his melancholike fits, dumps of ſadnes, 
indeed ſometimes the ſtinging bytings of that gnawing 
worme,which is breeding in his conſcience, (except Satans 
hot iron hath ſeared it vp ;) let him I ſay drowne theſe di- 
ſtempered and peccant humours of good-fellowſhip, in 
Alchouſes, Tauernes, the Peſt-houſes of Players, and in o- 
ther ſuch furious Conuenticles of boiſterouſnes and vanity: 
yet let him know,thatifhe goe on, his day is comming ; hee 
ſhall be ſhortly drunke with a witneſſe; he ſhall be drunke, 
but not with wine; he ſhall ſtagger, but not by ſtrong drink; 
he ſhall be drunke even with the wrath: ad vengeance of 
God; and ſpue, and fall, and neuer tiſe againe. A number of 
fearefull woes Rand regiſired againſt him by the miniſtrie 
of the Prophets; let him teare thoſe leaues out of Gods 
booke, and truth from the ſacred pen of that neuer- erring 
Spirit; or elſe aſſuredly they ſhall all light vpon all impeni- 
tent drunkards, to the vtmoſt extremitic of thoſe euerla- 
Ring flames;as ſure as God is in heauen, curſes in this book, 
drunkards vpon earth, and plagues in hell. They may tell. 
tho depopulating Incloſer,that he is farre worſe " a rob- 
— murtherer on Shouters hill: for beſides the villanous 
deſtruction of Gods people, and the Kings ſubiects; the in- 
tollerable weakning of x ſtrength,and glorie ofthis king- 


dome, in a very hie & hortible degree; for the wiſeſt King 
that euer liued, hath told vs, that the honour of a King is in 
the' multitude of people, and that the King conſiieth by the 
field that i tilled: ſo that depopulation,and decay of all ge, 
the curſed brood of bloodie Incloſure, are very cutthrotes 


of 
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of Maieſtie, and confuſion of ſtates imperiall; and ] dare ſay, 


ſetting aſide the prouocatiõ of dinine-yerigeance, they h 
na 2 irongcounter-motion & oppoſition to ſounder policies 
of ſtate,and wiſer depths of Monarchie: I ſay, beſides theſe 
publique miſchieſes, this man- eating Canniball doth as 
farre ſurpaſſe the blood-ſucker by the high way, in inflictiõ 
of tortures, as a Spaniſh Inquiſitour an ordinary hang- man. 
The one dilpatches a man in a moment, and puts him out of 
his paine vpon the ſudden;the other addes leaſure and ling- 
ring to a dying life, and liuing death, that men may ſeele 
they dye. Certainly it were farre more mercifull, and tolle - 
rable, that ſuch oppreſſing Giants ſhould knock thoſe poore 
people in the heads in their houſes, before they turne them 
out of their ancient homes, then ſo cruelly expoſe them to 
be waſted by little and little, and by degrees to be deuou- 
ted of miſerie and want, Which is a kinde of death, as farre 
more mercileſſe and rormenting then the former; as hang- 
ing in chaines aliue, then 5 They may tell the 
Swearer,that he alreadie ſpeakes the language of Hell, and 
therefore his naturall place is that infernall pit. That the 
oath is no ſooner out of his mouth, but he is like a theefe 
condemned to the gallowes, and weating his halter readie 
to be hanged: ſo ſpeakes an holy Father, nay in a thouſand 
times more curſed caſe, for ipſo facto, ſentence of endleſſe 
death is paſt vpon him, by that higheſt Iudge, which will 
hold no man guiltleſſe that takes his name in vaine. With 
what face will our deſperate ſwaggerets be able to looke 
Chriſt Ieſus in che face at that great and feare full day; or 
for pardon in his Paſſion, ſith they haue ſo many times died 
their tongues red in that precious blood, by their bloodie 
oathes; and with iteration of more then lewiſh crueltic, ſo 
often recrucified the glorified bodie ofthe Sonne of God 
with their damned blaſphemies ? They may terrifiethe rich 


Ones of the world with thoſe flaming words of the Apo+ 


file : Goc to nge rich men, weepe and howle for your miſec 5, _ 51.4.3 


ries that ſhall come vpon you. Tour riches are corrupt, an 
your garments are mothraten : your gold and ſiluer is canbe- 
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red. and the rut of them ſhall be a witneſſe againſt jon, and ſhal 
eate your fleſb as it were fire: ye haue beaped vp treaſure for 
the laſt duet. And with that other dreadtull doome, 1. Cor. 
6.10.No couetous man ſhall ever come into the kingdome 
of God, They may tell the Perſecurors ofthe waies of God, 
that though in the meane time they dotmineere with, vnap= 
peaſable jn{olevgies, ouce the finceritic of the Saints, and 
proſper for a While in the paſſages of blood; yer then dam- 
ration ſleepes not, the Lord will ſhortly pay them home 
with the blood of wrath and of iealouſie. Not long after 
that Ahab had commanded the bleſſed Prophet Michaiah 
to priſon, there to be fed with bread of affliction and water 
of affliction, were the dogges fed with his princely though 
prophane blood in che poole of Samaria. When Artiochss, 
to whoſe crueltie againſt grace, they are all in ſome degree 
accurſed Antitypes, was riding poſt towards Ieruſale m 
with blood in his heart, murther in his hands, and threat es 
in his mouth; euen then the Lord Alm gheie, the God of I. 
rae! (mote him with an incurable and inuiſible piag ue: fo that 
the wormes came ont of the body of this wicked man in abun- 
dance, and whiles he was aliue his fleſh fell off for paine and tor- 
ment, and all his Armie was grieued at the ſmell, They think 
they doe Cod worthie ſeruice, by ſuppreſſing the power of 
his truth, and profeſſion of zeale ; but they aræ indeede the 
notorioult champions for Satan, and the cou. fuſions of hell, 
that breathe vpon the earth. Thus, and in this ſort, may the 
Miniſter of God proceed, and purſue with denunciations of 
Gods iudgemeats and juſt indignation theſe and ſuch other 
crimſon abominations, and crying villanies of theſe laſt and 

worſe times, which doe among vs at this day, with prodi- 
gious impudencie, and whoriſh foreheads very fearefullie 

euen outface the Sunne and band themſelues with an high 

hand againſt the Maieſtie of Heauen: and that with the 

good attention, patience, approbation, and perhaps ap- 

plauſe df che formall hypocrite; and the rather, becauſe he 

thinks,that neither the world abroad doth cenſure him with 

open infamie; nor ſo much as the conccits of the preſent 

hearers, 
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hearers, by ſecret 
neither it may be, doth he indeede feele the current of his 
carnall affections runne that way, or the ſenſuall addictions 
of his heart ſo endeard to the wicked pleaſures thereof, 
Bur come once to the diſcouerie and damnation of luſtſul. 
nes, which we ſuppoſe to be his beloued and boſome ſinne; 
and let that terrifying Text, Heb. 13.4. Whoremongers and 
adnlterers God will iudge, be preſt ypon his conſcience par- 
ticularly, and with power; and then he begins to ſtartle and 
ſtirre, and to take on with much — 

ſtaſttull indignation, For hee is vext at once with the ſmart 
of an inviſible ſting, for that ſinfull pleaſure, which is the 
darling of his ſenfaull delights, many times much dearer 
then life ir ſelfe; and if it bee noiſde and knowne abroad 
with ſenſe of publike ſhame; which mainly ctoſſes his am- 
bicious Phariſaicall thitſt, after plauſiblenes and acceptation 
with the world; & his vaine defire for the attainment of a 
Chriſtian reputation, and diſpenſation to continue in a ſcan- 
dalous ſinne; of a good opinion from the beſt men, and a 
faint- hearted inconformitie to the beſt things: which are 
euer yncapable of concurrence, or compoſſibilitie. A pow- 
erfull Miniſterĩie pregnant with ſpirituall penetration and 
bfe, and managed with the feeling eloquence of ſome Iba 
Bapt iſt, or ſonne of thunder, may for a time ſlirre vp and a- 
muſe his duller and ynzealows apprehenſions with it maie- 
ſtie and diuinenes; ſo that hee may heare him gladly, not 
without ſome admiration,and applauſe; reforme his waies, 
in many things, after his religious inſttuctions; and reve- 
rence the noblenes of his refolutions,in quitting himſelfe 
like a man, in his Maſters buſineſſe: but let once that man of 
God charge the edge of his ſpirituall ſword pon the head 
of his particular raigning ſinne, and with the ſearching light 
of the word of life diſcouer that corner of the heart, where- 
in his darling pleaſure lurkes; and then is hee quite loft for 
any longer loue that way; all is vtterly mard for any more 
respect Miniſters of that ſtreine. For carnall hearts ha- 
uipg no true hope, or reall intereſt, in thoſe ſound and la- 
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ſting ioyes aboue, cannot without extraordinatie vexation, 
and impatiencie, heare of parting, from poſſeſſion of the 
preſent pleaſures of that ſpeciall ſinne, eſpecially, to which 
by an indiuiduall pronenes of natutall corruption, ſenſuall 
choice, and long cuſtome, they haue been longingly addi- 
Red,and deſpetatly drowned in. All humane deſires are na- 
turally very couetous ofcontentment; if they doe not fee- 
lingly taſte ſpirituall, and that of heauen, they will reſt vare- 
moueably vpon carnall and carthly : if they haue it not in 
the aſſurance of a crowne of life hereafter, they will in the 
meane time reſtleſly hunt after it, and graſpe it more gree- 
dily in the comforts of this life, Vpon ſuch oceaſion there» 
fore, the falſe heart of the formal hypocrite being thus pear- 
ced to the quicke by aparticular and ſeaſonable diſcouerie 
of it ſweete ſinne, and ynreſolued to repent, and leaue it, 
doth preſenily begin to diflodge by little and little all for- 
mer liking of ſuch a faichfull Phyſition of the ſoule. (for his 
goodnefle in this kinde, as all other of cuery vnregenerate 
mans is, is like the morning dew, full of vncertainties, in- 
conſtancies, irreſolutions and tecidiuation.) The cold com- 
fort hee conceiues by ſuch plaine dealing, doth quickly 
quench the formall heate of his former affection. The infla- 
med zeale of the godly Miniſter, in labouring particularly 
to cleaue his beloued ſinne from his boſome — the ſword 
ofthe Spirit, doth eaſily diflolye his reſerued and temporary 
reuerence, into band, malice and contempt. For it fals out 
many times in this caſe, that if the conſcionable Meſſenger 
of God daily digge into, and dwell vpon his conſcience in 
ſuch a heart · vexing and diftaſifull point; and Sabbath after 
Sabbath, Sermon ypon Sermon, powerfully preſſe him with 
the bicter ſenſe — painfulkcogirations of the cur ſednes of 
his preſent condition, ſor continuing in his darling delight, 
being now cleerely diſcouered ynto him by the light of che 
Miniſterie, and peremptorily damned by the booke of life: 
he either turnes Chriſtian vpon it, and happily paſleth out 
of formall Profeſſion, into the Paradiſe of Grace ; which is 
ſomething rare, becauſe he is reſolued that ke is in the right 

| Way 
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way alreadie: or elſe which is more ordinatie he afterwards 
proues a Perſecutot; though not of Proteſtancie in gene- 
rall; yet of the power of religion, vnder the name of pre- 
ciſenes; and of that true-heatted holineſſe, without which 
no man {hall euer ſee the Lords face, vnder the title of Hy- 
pocriſie. For you muſt know that a man may be a Patrone 
of ſauing truth, and yet a Perſecutor of ſanclification; a De- 
fender of our docttine, and an Oppreſlor of ſinceritie; an e- 
nemie to Poperie, and a friend to Prophanenes. So that cer- 
taine it is, vpon this occaſion, and admiſſion of the inſtance 
wherein I haue inſiſtedʒ the formall Hypocrite may come at 
length to that teprobate paſſe, and tage full humour, that he 
may cuen bitterly perſecute with ſlanders, diſgraces, and his 
vtmoſt of malice and reuenge, the conſcionablenes of that 
man, and powerfulnes of that Miniſterie, which he hath for- 
merly heeded and reuerenced. And commonly ſuch a fel- 
low afterward is tranſported with greater ſpite, and more 
mraged with imaginations of auerſion and hate againſt the 
Preachers of ſincetitie, and Practiſers of Grace, then Profeſ- 
ſors of Graceleſneſſe. For he which profeſſeth the waies of 
God falſely, or formally, is — more bitter, violent 
and ctuell to a true Chriſtian, then Pagans and proſeſt Op- 
poſites. Pilate was more pitifull and kinde vnto Chriſt, 


then the Phatiſies. Felix more fauourable and m—_ to Ad 24.23. 


Paul, then the high Prieſt, It were better be a Gally- ſlaue 
to a Turke, then ynder the Spaniſh Inquiſition, I would ra- 
ther fall into the hands of a ſwaggering Goodfellow and 
notorious ſinner, in a point of danger, or diſgrace; then 
ſtand to the mercie of a formall Profeſſor, and proud Phari= 
fie, Though the notorious ſinner bee further diſtant from 
the Chriſtian, in degrees of ſome kindes of goodneſſe then 
the formall Hypocrite; yet many times he is not ſo oppoſite 
in extremitie of malice and height of diſdaine. Among 
al ſorts of differences, diſaffections, and ſtrange antipathies; 
which by the deſerued curſe of ſinne, mingle themſelues 
with the natures and negotiations of the ſonnes of Adam; 
there is none holds a ſtronger and more incompatible op- 
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poſition and divorce,then that which is betwixt thoſe; ho 
with confidence and petſwaſion they are right, take croſſe 
waies towards the kingdome of Heauen, And therefore 
the formal! Hypocrite, turning Traitour to true Profeſſors, 
doth many times take on, and rage more againſt them, then 
the open and infamous Offender. For this latter thinks him- 
ſelfe wrong, and ſometimes will not ſlicke to confeſſe it, on- 
ly comforts his heart in the meane time by making God all 
of mercie; and with a ſecret re ſeruation, and reſolution, to 
repent hereafter : but the former being dangerouſly wiſe in 
his owne eyes, and prudent in his owne ſight for matters of 
ſaluation, ſtormes that any man ſhould cenſure him for vn- 
ſoundnes of his ſpiritual ate, & is as reſolute he ſhall go to 
Heauen, as well as the pureſt and preciſeſt of them al. Which 
roundleſſe ſelfe-conceit makes him both more miſerable 
in himſelfe, and vncapable of ſauing grace; for there is more 
hope of a foole, then of him that is wiſe in his owne conceit; 
and though thou bray a foole in a morter, yet ſhall not his 
folly depart from him : and alſo more malicious againſt the 
waies of ſinceritie, and zealefulnes of the Saints; becauſc 
their forwardnes condemnes his formalitie; and the graci- 
ous light of their holy life, cleerely diſcouers vnto him the 
truth of his ſpirituall darknes and damnation of his preſent 
ſtate, 

3. Thirdly : That reverence and reſpectfull cariage to 
godly Miniſters, which may ſometimes be found in the for- 
mall Hypocrite,doth grow towards diſtaſt and diſaffection, 
when they preſſe men by the powerfull ſenſe, and pearcing 
application of ſome quickning Scriprures, to ® feruencie in 
ſpirit, d puritie of heart, <preciſenes in their walking, d ſu- 
pernaturall ſingularitie aboue ordinaric and moral! perfe- 
tions, excellencie of zeale, and a ſacrede violence in pur- 
ſuite of the crowne of life; to an holy ſtrictnes, extraordi- 
narie ſtriuing f to enter in at the ſtrait gate, & tranſcendent 
eminencie ouer the formall s righteouſneſſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſies; to a neerer ſamiliaritie with God, by prayer, 
daily examination of the conſcience, priuate humiliations, 

| meditation 
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meditation ypon the cadleſſe duration ina ſecond life ; to 
a narrow watch ouer the ſtirt ings and imaginations of che 
heart, an expteſſion of h holineſſe in all the paſſages of both u Per 71 6. 


their calliags, zealouſnes as a counterpoiſon to the loth» 


ſame potion of i luke warmnes, & to other ſet and ſolemne Reuel. 3. 19. 


enerciſes, of mortification, ſanctified eleuations of feeling 
hear's,cxecutions of grace, & practiſes of ſinceritie. Points 
and ponderations of which nature, are ordinarily vnto him 


ſo many ſecret ſeedes of indignation and diſcontentmentiz 


and many times breede in his formall heart and cold affe- 


ctions, exaſpetation, and eltraygement; if not meditations 


of perſecurion and revenge. SanQtification preciſenes, puri- 
tie. holineſlc,zeale, ſtrictnes, power of godline ſſe, Spirituall 
men, holy Brethren, Saints in Chriſt, communion of Chri- 
ſtians, Godly conferences, conceiued prayers , ſanctifying 
the Sabbath, Family- exerciſes, exerciſe of faſting, and mor- 
tfying humiliatious, and ſuch like; are commonly to men 
of this temporizing temper, and luke warme con(titution, 
termes of ſecret terrour, and open taunting. Vpon ſad and 
ſolitaric adviſement with their owne fearcfull thoughts, 
they may iuſtly firike thorow their hearts wich inuiſible 
trembling; becauſe in their: milder and ſober moode to- 
wards Gods children, and calmer conccits of ſanctified 
courſes, they muſt needes confeſſe out of their certaine 
knowledge, that theſe glorious Attributes of the waies of 
God, and honourable badges of the Saints, are the very lan- 
guage of the holy Gholt inthe booke of life, and the inſe- 

arable euerlaſting Attributes of Chriltianitie: and yet they 
Ende. and feele in their owne conſciences, that their hearts 
and againſt them, that they are neither true-hearted pra- 
ctitioners, or partakers of them, And ſometimes alſo when 
the ſpirit of prophane ſcornefulnes againſt ſinceritie ſtirres 
in them, eſpecially amongſt their companions,and conſorts 
in ſpiritual coldnes; they villanouſſy ſport themſelues with 
them, and make them the matter of theit hatefull and accur- 
ſed ieſts: that ſo they may keepe vnder, all they can, in diſe- 


ſlimation and eontempt the faithſull Profeſſors and Pg 
ers 
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ſers thereof, whom naturally they heartily hate: and alſo 
ſeeme therby to beare out the heartleſſe flouriſhes of their 
owne formalitie with greater brauerie, Hereupon it is, thar 
if they take the childe of God but tripping in the leaſt infir- 
mitie, againſt which too, perhaps he ſtrives and prayes with 
many teares and heartfull eiaculations; ſlipping onely in 
ſome vnaduiſed and precipitant paſſage of his negotiations 
amongſt men, and that perhaps not for wantof conſcience, 
but acquaintance with the world; not with purpoſe to of- 
fend, wrong, or grieue any bodie; but for timorouſnes, of 
being inſnated in the couſening traps of couetous world- 
lings; failing but in the obſeruation of ſome ciuill ceremo- 
nie, and complementall obſeruance, which hee omits per- 
haps,not of ſutlineſſe and pride,burt for feate of growing in- 
to too much vncomfortable neerenes, and vnwarrantable 
ſeruiceablenes to vnſanctiſied greatneſſe, or the like; I ſay, 
if they take him tardie but in ſome ſuch lefler aberration, 

halde at length into their knowledge by the cords of ma- 
lice, their ordinarie Intelligencer, and Informer in ſuch af- 
faires, after much greedie watchfulnes and curious prying 
into his waies; or by the blaſting inſuſurrations of ſome in- 
uenomed ſlanderous tongue; O then they take onimmea- 
ſurably, then they crie out and exclaime : Theſe are your 
men of the Spirit, theſe are the holy Brethren, theſe are your 
preciſe Fellowes, theſe are they which make ſuch ſhow of 
puritie and forwardnes : you fe now what they are,when 

matters come out, and their dealings are diſcouered, when 

it comes to the triall indeede, or to a matter of commodi- 

tie, &c. Are not they proud, are not they malicious, are not 

they hard- hearted and couetous as well as others? &c. 

When ** the mercies of God, in their ſenſe, they are neither 

ſo, not ſo: but ſuch cenſutes as theſe are vety often the 


rouuduu calles meere euaporations of pure malice, and the bitter ebulli- 
tions and ouer-flowings of their gall. 

It is ſtrange to ſee and confider,how men of this world, 
in the ruffe and flower of their earthly proſperitics, plea- 
ſures andiollities,fill their carnall hearts,cuen brimme full, 


with 
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with ſcornefulnes, diſdalne, and many efireget preludic es, 
againſtthe'ho fimplicitic of the Saints, ad Arifer Wiles 
of faluacion l They ſwell fo bigge, with theirowne natural 
inbred malice, edged and eneagerd by the diuels bitter em- 

oyſoned Doſe ot contempt and pride, that many times it 

urfts out vpon the humbled oppreſſed innocencies of Gods 
children, like a tdigtaie tortent, with metelleſſe ĩnundations 
of many intollerable vexations, diſgtaces, and crueltie. 
While wich many ſecurefull and fenſuall yawnings, they ly 
ſtretching chemſelues vpon their beds of Iuorie, and fic ſoft- 
ly in the ſcotners chaite, oriently cfowned with buds of 

oſes and pleaſures of gold: while they ſtand Rrongly ſup- , , = 
ported by che atme of fleſh, in a proſperous purſuire of their e — 
owne wales, and merrily ſwimine downe the current of the godiy live a- 
times, wich full ſaile in a hot gleame of worldly glore, they mong ſuch a 
breake ourwich much — and ſtormie ſlowrenes, in- gencration of 
to many boyſterous and bitter outcries, againſt preciſenes, Tu * 
as they call it, and preciſe fellowes, and with a difdainfoll about to — 
ouerlines and cenſorious eye, looke vpon the zealous paſſa- a good conſci- 
ges and ſanctified ſingularities of the Chtiſtian lite ; as ence in any 
though they were but exorbitant inuentions and affecta- —— 
tions of hypocrifie and humour. I am perſwaded there wis £45 = 
neuer poore petſecuted word, fmce malice againſt God firſt with marcers 
ſeazd vpon the damned Angels; and the graces of Heauen of State, er diſ- 
dwelt in che heart of man; that paſſed through the mouthes cipline, or Ce- 
of all ſorts of vnregenerate men, with more diſtafifulnes, . 

8 | | ple, 

and gnaſhing of teeth, then the name of Puritane doth at , Iniſter dili- 
this day: which notwithſtanding as it is now commonly gently preach, 
meant, and ordinarily proceeds from the ſplene and ſpirit or in his prea- 
of prophanenes and goodfellowſhip,is an honourable nick. — — to 
name, that I may fo ſpeake, of Chriftianicie and grace, And oo 4 — — 
yet for all this, I date ſay, chere is none of them all, but when ren ẽbrirg the 


ſaying of che Apoſtle, If I ſeeke to pleaſe men] atn not the ſeiuant of Chriſt, Gal. i. 10. 
Oc it a private Chriſtian makes conſcience of ſwearing, ſanctiſying the Sabbath, fre- 
uenting Sermons, or abſtaining from the common corruptions of the time) He ſhall 
raight way be condemned for a Puritane, and conſequently be leſſe fauourcd, then 
either carna'l Goſpeller, or a cloſe Pa; iſt & c. Doctor Dewname in his Sernion at 


Spittle, called Abrabavrs trial: pag. 72. 
Ee they 


nw 
— * 3 . 
. 
* 


FA 


194 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 

they ſhall come vnto their beds of death, (and God knowes 
how ſoone the ſecureſt may be arreſted by that inexorable 
Sergeant) and are co grapple immediatly with the painfull 
tertors of the ing of feare,and to and or fall to the dread- 
full tribunall of che living God; before which none ſhall 
euet appeare wich comfort, or beediſmiſt with glorie, bur 
thoſe which bring thither holineſſe and ſincere hearts; 1 
ſay there is none ot them, though now out of a ſelfe-concei- 
ted ſupercilious inſolencie, they brow-beare their brethren 
with many bigge lookes, and rage like imperious Lions a- 
gain(i y Lambs of Chrill;bur cthen,when —— 
riches, grearnes, friends, Phyſitions, and all other worldly 
comforts beſides forſake them; and they ſee in the bitter- 
nes of their vexed ſpirits, all their former earthly gloric and 
delights of fleſh ready to ſinke with them into the graue, 
and to be buried euetlaſtingly in thoſe blacke and cruell 
habitations; but then, l ſay, except the Lord ſuffer them to 
tall into the fiery Lake with ſenſeleſſe harts and ſcared con- 
{ciences, would give ten thouſand worlds, were they all tur- 
ned into gold,pleaſures, and imperial] Crowes; to change 
their former courſes of vanity, ambition, ſenſualities, world- 
lineſſe, and good-fellow ſhip, into a life of an holy preciſe- 
nes, ſtrictnes, ſincetitie and ſaluation. 

Oh! when the Heauens ſhall ſhriuell together like a 
{crole, and the whole frame of Nature flame about their 
eares; when the great and mightie hils ſhal Rart out of their 
places like frighted men, and the fearefull reprobatecrie and 
call vpon this mountaine, and that roche, to fall vpon him; 
when no Dromedarie of Ægypt, nor wings of the morning, 
hall be able to carrie them out of the reach of Gods re- 
uenging hand; no top of Carmell,no depth of Sea, or bot- 
rome of Hell,to hide them from the preſence of him which 
ins vpon the Throne, and from the wrath of che Lambe ; no 
rocke , nor mountaine, not the great body of the whole 
Eat th, to couer the from that vnreſiſtable power, which laid 
the foundations of them; no arme of fleſh, or Arniies of 
Angels, to protect chem from thoſe infinite riuers of brim- 

ſtone, 
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ſtone, which ſhall be kept in everlaſting flame by the anger 


of God: when their poore and wofull foules Mall ĩnfinitiy 


deſire rather to returne into the loathed datkneſſe of not 


annihilation, then now to become the euerliuing ObieRs 
of that vnquenchable wrath, which they ſhall be neuer able 
either to auoide or abide, and to be chained vp by the omni- 
potent hand of God amongſt the damned ſpirits, in a place 
of flames and perpetuall darknes,where is torment wi 
end, and paſt imagination: I ſay at that dreadfull day, (and 
that day will come) what doe you thinke would they giue 
for part in that puritie, which now they perſecute, and for 
the comforts of true - hearted holineſſe that now they hate? 


and yet without which, as it will cleercly appeate, when Match. 5. l. 
matters are brought before that high & cyerlaſting ludge, Heb. ia. 


none ſhall euer ſee the Lord, or dwell in the ioyes of eter- 
nitie. 

Nay, I verily thinke, there are no deſperate deſpiſers of 
Godlineſſe, or forma!l Oppotites ro Grace, which doe now 
out of the naturall blindneſſe of their vnderſtandings, affe- 
Qed pride of heart, or vnmoueable love to carthly pleaſures, 
hold holineſſe to bee hypocriſie, ſanctification ſingularitie, 


practiſe of finceritie too much preciſenes, the great things ' 


of the Law, as a ſtrange thing: bur when the pit of deſtru- 
Qion hath once ſhut her mouth vpon them, and they are 
ſunke irrecouerably into that Dungeon of fire, would be 
content with all their hearts to liue a million of yeeres, us 
preciſely as euer daint did vpon earth; I meane ĩt ſtill in ab- 
ſtinence from finne, and zealous purſuite of the wales of 
God, to redeeme but one moment of that molt intollerabte 
helliſn torture; the ting and extremitie of which they muſt 
endure euerlaſtingly, without remedie, eaſe ot end. | 
Thus far I haue waded in the diſeouerie of ſome grounds 
and motiues, whereupon the formall Hypoerite may reue- 
rence and obſerue Gods faithfull Meſſe , and ſome ca- 
ſes wherein hee ordinarily growes by little and little into 
diſaffection and diſeonceit; if not to perſecution, and boi- 
Ee 2 ſterous 


being, and to bee hid for euer in the molt abhorred Rate of 
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ſterdus Opno itionagainſt their powerfull, ſearching, and 
quickning Vinillerie. Now take notice of ſome; induces 
ments, and reaſons. more peculiar, and indiuiduall to che 
Chriſtian, of that heartie reuerence towards godly Mini- 
ſtets, which is deeply rooted in his good and honeſt heart. 

Ouely in a word, for feare of miltaking;anderrour in the 
point, let me interpoſe this premonition hy the way: In this 
paſſagę of reuerence perfatmable to che ſineereſt Paſtors, 
muſt ſappoſe, and doe conſider Gods childe in his ordinarie 
courſe of ſanctified carriage, and kindly temper of his ſpiti- 
cuall, conſtitution ; the current of Chriſlianitie running 
cle ere betweene them. For ſomgtimes the purer ſtreames of 
their Chriſtian loue may for, a time be troubled with the 
muddie mixture of ſome diſtempered ouerflowiog paſ- 
ſions; the kinder paſſages of mutuall reſpecis one vnto ano- 
ther, dammed vp by the Diuels mahjce; the dearer light of 
their comfortable communion, in: ercepted by ſome croſ- 
ſing earthly interpoſition ofthe old man, 

It. is cleere by too many woful experiẽ̃ces, that differences 
may ariſe betwixt Gods deareſt children, eſpecially about 
things indifferẽt; which though they he originally inherent 
in. the iudgement, yet by conſequent and ſympathie they 
breede many times (except there be a great deale of humble 
charitie, and gracious humilitie on both ſides) ſome auer 
ſion and coldnes in the affections, Neither ſo onely, but 
ſointimes allo alienation is wroughtimmediatly vpon their 
affe tions, without intetcetlencie of diſſenſion in Opinion. 

Satan gaines very much by zhe diſoniom af Qheiſtian hearts, 
and the falling out of thoſe which haue giued their names 
ta religion; and therefore he leaues no way of tempration 
vnattempted, no helliſh policie vnpractiſed to ſet ſuch at 
oddes. He labouts mightily, and ptodigiouſly preuailes at 
this day, by vexing their judgements. with Opinianatiue- 
nes, ſelfe- conceited ſpeculations, and thoughts of Scpara · 
tion, to driue themby degrees from diuorſe of iudgements 
in ſome ſingular apprehenfions, to diſaffection; from diſaf- 
tection to faction, from faction to ſchilme;from {i 3 
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ſpeake in ſofteſt phraſe) to many dreadfull diſtempers. Hee 1 
greedily alſo apprehends al occaſions and aduontages to di- 15 
uide the hearts of thoſe who peaceably at home ſucke the > 
ſame immortal Truth, and one life of Grace fromthe breaſts 43 
of that bleſſed Mother which bore them; by many mali- 4 
cious iniections of ſecret ſeedes of diſcontentment, iealou- 
ſies, heatt· burnings, eſtrangement, and vnkindneſſes; which us 
ſptinging vp ſometimes. too faſt and hie betwixt them, | 
from the bitter rotes of priuie pride, vnſociable ſurlineſſe, | tt 
impatiencie of reproofe, angrie emulations for the higher | 1 
ſeate in the conceits and conſciences of the forwardeſt | | | 

| 

| 


Chriſtians, naturall crookedneſſe, and waiwardnes of diſpo- 
ſition, Melancholike ſurmiſes, too ambitious affectation of i 
ſtrangenes, ſome worldly matter not worth talking of, or 1 


the like, doe vnhappily grow vnto at length & bring forth | * 


to the enuious man, ſceds-man of all diſſention, too great an 
Harueſſ(eſpecially ifthe world & wicked Ones take notice) 
of ill effecls & pernicious conſequents: as beſides theit᷑ mu- | 
tuall diſcomfort and diſpleaſing of God: Wofull aduaatage 1 
to the aduerſaries of Grace and Gods Truth; obfitthation 1 
ta the Obſtinate; Hindrance and diſcouragemetit to the [ 
weake;Sport and inſultation to ScornerszFable-ralke, and 
matter of triumph to good-· fellowes; Diſgrace to the peace- 
full waies of finceritie;and griefe to more humble and bet- 1 
ter aduiſed Chriſtians, The powers of darlenes, and all ſorts 1 
of prophane men cannot poſſibly be bettet pleaſed, or the 
bleſſed Spirit and good men more grieued; then to ſee and | 
heare Gods children who ſo pleade fot, and make profeſſion | 
of ſuch a glorious communion of loue and peace, to be at 
variance, and to cenſure one another. It infinitly therefore, 
and malt dearely concernes al thoſe which haue giuen their 
names to ſinceritie, to labour euory way to keepe the vnitie 
of the Spirit, in the bond of peate. Neuet᷑ was there more 
neede that bleſſed Pauli earneſt and zealefull obſecration, 
Epheſ. 4. 1. 2. 3. ſhould live freſfily in the memories, and bee 
deeply engrauen in the hearts of ail Chriſtians: 7 therefore 
the priſoner of the Lord, beſrechyos that ye malle worthie of © 
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the vocation wherewuth ye are called, With all bumblenes of 
minde and mecknes, with long ſuffermg, ee one ano- 
ther in lone, Indewonring to keepe the vnitie of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. I neuer reade without great amazement 
the falling out of that glorious paire of worthie workmen 
in the Lords Harueſt, Pau and Barnabas, Acts 15.39. The 
matter of difference betwixt them was not very great; and 
yet it grew to that head and heate, that it parted them. If 
ſuch two ſtrong and tall Cedars were ſhaken ſo ſhroudly ; 
how much neede haue lower ſhrubs, weaker Chriftians to 
and vpon their guard and watch-Tower, againſt the in- 
bred rebellious ſtubbornes of their corrupt nature, and ma- 
licious incurſions of Satan inthis kinde ? 

This then is the Caueat and premonition I would giue by 
the way. In this point of reuerence performable to godly 
Minitters, wee muſt conſider Chriſtians in their ordinarie 
courſe of ſanAihed cariage, and kindly temper of ſpirituall 
conſtitution. For beſides, that thoughts of . and 
eſtrangement may (more is the pitic)be wrought vpon their 
affections, as I haue told you, both mediatly by difference 
of iudgement in Opinion, and immediatly by worldly mat- 
ters, and Occutrents of diſcontent in their mutuall nego- 
tiations and dealings one with another, The faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers of God alſo may and muſt ſometimes vpon the iuſt 
and vrgent exigencie 1 and calling, by expreſſe 
tenour of their Commiſſion, and for the impartial Giſcharpe 
of a good conſcience grow diſpleaſing and diftaſtfull, euen 
to thoſe which make profeſſion of forwardnes and zeale, if 
they will needes giue iuſt occaſion by Opinionatiuenes, felf- 
conceitednes, vncharitable cenſures, exorbitancie, or remiſ- 
fon of zealc, inclinations to worldlineſſe, breaking off of 
brotherly affection, cauſleſſe waſpiſhnes,and impatiencies, 
miſpending the precious time of Chriftian conferences in a 
tedious ſpeculative proſecution of Ceremonial controuer- 
ſies, which ſhould be comfortably improued and imployed 
in ſweete edifying diſcourſes of ſanctification, repentance, 
Caſes of conſciences, exerciſes of mortification, further mu- 
tuall 


A Diſcourſe of trae happineſſe. 199 | 
tuall diſcouexies of the myſtery of godlines, & holy trade of [\. 
new obedience,and other ſuch paſſages of practical diuiui- FR 
tic: By their affectation of a kinde of wantonnes in religion [5 


ſpringing from ſpirituall pride, diſaffection to their Paſtors, 
if they croſſe their conceits in ſome groundlefle Opinions, 
neglect of Family-exerciſes, ſcandalous libertic in compa- ; 
ny- keeping, and ſuch other aberrations and exotbitancies I. 
from the ſtreight path of Chriſtianitie, too much, and often il | 
incident to ptofeſſors of Grace, 

This premonition thus premiſed, Iproceedina word on- 
ly, to the diſcouerie of ſome motiucs of reuerence to godlie 
Miniſters more peculiar to Gods children, and the ſanctified 
effects of ſpeciall and ſauing Grace. All, ot the moſt of the 
muriues before mentioned, may be found alſo in the Chri- 
ſtian, ſo that many of them are common to him with the 
formall Hypocrite: but in theſe that follow, no vnregene - 
rate man hath either feeling or ſellow ſhip. 

1. Euery fairhfull Miniſter is to euery Chriſtian vnder 
his charge, and within the exerciſe and enioyment of his 11 
Miniſterie, either 4 ſpiritual Father, or a ſpiritual Tutor: a l. Cor. 4. 15. 1 
bleſſed Inſtrument vnto him, either of plantation, or preſer- 
uation of grace: either of the firſt happie inſpiration, or the 115 
after comfortable continuance of ſpirituall life : either hee 1 8 
hath begot him vnto God by the immortal ſeede, or brings 1 Pet. 1. 23. 1 
him vp inthe trade of Godlineſſe by the ſincere milke of the . . 12. | | | 
Word he be a babe in Chrift ; or ſtronger meate, it he be 13.14. 

a confirmed Chriftian, Now hat a deale of deareſt teue- | - 
rence and inflamed affection, the conſideration of ſuch in- » it 
comparable,ynualuable benefits inkindle and beget in the 
humble and tender heart of a Chriſtian, none can poſhbly I. 
conceiue and comprehend but a Chriſtian heart; And that i |. 
man which knowes, and fecles by his owne bappie experi- 1 
ence, what a bleſſed change it is to be reſcued and delivered 1 
out of the Din:ls bondage, and damnation of hell, from the 
curſe et ſinne and horror of conſcience ; into the hbertie of 
the Saints, fauour of God, aſſurance of Heauen, and the glo- 
rious Paradiſe of an appeaſeò & peace full ſpirit; and w hat a 
happie 
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happie thing it is afterward to haue his hungrie and longing 
ſoule continually fed and filled in the houſe of God, from 
the mouth of his ſpirituall Nurſe withthe kindly foode of 
immottalitie and lite, as with marrow ard fatneſſe, Aioyfull 
ſenſe then of theſe precious priuiledges and bleſſings of 
Heauen, in which no vntegenerate man hath either part or 
fellowſhip, is a moſt powerful and peculiar motiue to the 
Chriſtian, to obſerue with an heartie and ſanctified reue- 
rence thoſe men of God, which he acknowledpeth to be the 
holy Inſtruments diuinely qualified and — for the 
conueiance and continuance of them vpon his ſoule. 

2. Chriſtians ſeelingly receiue into their hearts by ſpe- 
ciall intereſt, and graſpe with an holy greedineſſe as their 
owne, in the band of faith, all thoſe rich comforts and ioy- 
ſull tidings which the man of God by his Miniſteriall com- 
miſſion doth reach vnto them out of the book of life. Thoſe 
glorious promiſes of immortalitie and peace, which ſpring 
out of the bottomleſſie and boundleſſe fountaine of Gods 
infinite compaſſions, and fireame full fairely and oriently 
thorow the bloodie wounds of our bleſſed Redeemer, are 
directy and naturally conueied bythe hands of ſuch anholy 
man,Chriſts Angel, into their ſanctified hearts, precious and 
particular Veſſels purged and prepared by the power of 
Grace, for ſuch ſpirituall infuſions of heavenly gloric and 
light. Whereby at many Sermons they ſenſibly and really 
bathe their drouping and thirſtie ſoules in the well of life, 
and ſweetly drinke their fill out of riuers of the pleaſures of 
God. And hence it is, that the feete of Godsfaithfull Meſ- 
ſengers are ſo beautiful in the eyes of diſcerning Chriſtians, 
and their powerfull miniſtries ſo deare vnto their hearts, 
that they entertaine them into their affections with ſpeciall 
reuerence as Angels of God, nay in an holy ſenſe, euen as 
Chriſt Ieſas himſelfe: whereas to the carnall conceits of 
ſcornefull worldlings,they appeare to bee the very filth of 
cbe world, and of ſcouring of all things » becauſe they haue 
no meſſages vnto them from Almightie God, but burthens 
of lamentations, mournimgs and woe, But now in this point 
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of particylar application pe ciull intereſt. and ſcelio 
> while, «be Pani der ene . 
bearts and bruiſed Spirics, out oſtherxich 


infinite mercies, the ſacred ſtreames 

blood —— ſinnes, comtorts eigen 5 

of conſcience, reall Earneſts of immortalitie, and endleſſe 

peace, tot the beſt o varegenerate men haue any parti or ag 

qualatanee. Oaly ſomoconſuſod glimtnerings of ſuch glo- 

r10us light, may ſometimes ſuddenly, like flaſhes of light- 

ning, glance, ypon their deceiued ſoules thorow. the falſo 

glaſſe of a temporary faith; but it dothnortreftivpony nor is 

coored incheir hearts: like tlie Suryof-righteouinesindanttis 

fied ſoulos, to theheming of them ich that ſtrong and vi 

Qorious loue to the waies of God, chich neither tie whole Cant. 8.6.7. 

ſea of the worlds malicious ditterneſſe, nor all the floods 

of perſecurion, which the Dragon caſis out ofhis mouth 

can cuet qucuch; with that ſound and laſting comfort, 

which ſhines brighicff amid the greateſt llarknoſſe of ours 

ward miſerics; 200 thaginflamed and conſtant zeale, which 

gathers x-Bkidieff nd vigour from diſgraces, and vngod- 

ly oppoſitions. there tore their reuerence,andthankfiil 

reſpect vnto Gods Tpirituall Amners cannot poſſibly bee ſo 

kindly, hearty and rooted For they ate baeby-(fardders;or at Ne 

beſt but ſaperficiall Taſters of thoſe heauenly Doles;wheres |... N 4 _ 

2s. Gods children ſweetly fill their foules with thatimtnors + - 

tall food, as with the moſt delicious Manna and fromenety -- . 

tuch fincere, cõfortable Soule feaſt carty a σ as uch by 2 

right, as they ca poſſtbly gtaſpe io the hand offairh, or a 

by che heate of their ſpiritualldife. Aſecoònd ſpeciaNMorive | 

then, to draw on a ioyful and thanłful reuerende froth'Chtis 

Gians towards godly Miniſters; is theit ſpeciall and particu- Rom. 0 15. 

lar intereſt in al thoſe glad * f ved — ; Which ate 

at any time reuealde vothem, by th [Uiſeouetics 

ofthe Goſpell of peace, and ole glontsde ten thtit bine 

voto vs in the face of Chriſt Ieſus. 

3. Euery charge and commandenient F6m Gods bleſſed _— 9.10. 

e is right deare and E humble apprehenſs and 119.72. 
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ons, and embtacementt of al ſanctified ſoules;ro which the 
yeeldau hearty, and vnteſerued obedience and love;though 
not in fulneſſe of perſectioa, and height of degree, (this vn- 
glorified Kare of mottalitie, and theſe Tabermacles of clay 
ate vncapable of ſuch abſoluteneſſe) yet euer with truth 
and ſmoerity. And that, though it 1 mainely croſſe 
the natutall current o itheir cartzall affe ctions, and many 
times. interrupt and dillurbo the out Watd peace of their 
worldly-comforrts: hut all ſorts of vntegenerate men, euen 
the beſt ot them, ſubmittheit affeclions and conformitie to 
the rules of Grace and lawes of God, unh their owne ſenſu- 
oll reſeruatious, gloſſes, partiall interpretations of woild- 
ly iſdome, and euer with a ſectet ſubordination to their 


chieſe carnall contentment, and the beloued pleaſures of 


their boſorne Sinne. And therefore they doe not with that 
affectionatneſſe, and heedſulneſſe addict, and adreſſe their 
harts to the excellency, and execution of the ſacred Pictates 
and Doctriuei of heauenly wiſdome. Now we houe a precept 
from the h2oly:Spirit, entorced with a zealous obſecration 
for the honoyringof faithful Miniſters witha very extraor- 
dinarie, and tranſcendent dearnefle and degree of ſingular 
reverence and loue: 1.7heſ.$,12.13; And we beſeech you 


cap iamnewws. breibren te know them whith labour among you, and are ouer 
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10% in the Lord and admouiſh you: and toeſteeme them very 
bighly in laue for their workes ſa e. Then which, if there were 


4s we nec en- ho other motive ot inducement in the world to a regenerate 
bee o hart, yet this very one conſideration that God would haue it 
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places. 


ſo, that it is a ſacred Iniun tion of Heauen, were able to pro- 
duce and plant in it, a truly louing acknowledgement, and 
aw full obſeruation of ſuch Angels of God. The which be- 
cauſe it ſprings from the love of God, affection to his word, 
and holy inſtinct of an illightned Conſcience, muſt needs be 
ſincete, tooted, andlaſling. But the beſt vnre genetate hearts 
cannot poſſibly conceiue any ſuch kindly flame of deare af- 
ſection to godly Miniſters, from a meere commandement of 
Almighty God: and had they no other ſenſible or ſenſuall 
ground, or politike By-reſpects, but onely a bare charge 


from 
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from Gods Spirit, (which were more then inqugh to 90 
humbled ſouke)chey would bequenjotheir beſtcemper,and 
time oftemporary feuerenee, which Iſpake of def, but 
heattleſſe and cold this way. For no xnſanctified man lot his 
retences or profeſſion bee neuer ſo glorious; doth or can 
oy heartily and ſincerely che Maieſtię pt Gad,or.lawes, of 
heauen becauſe Gods ſpeciall loue is ngþ yet ſhed into his 
heart thorow the bleeding wounds of our ede Sauiour; 
neither hath he true and reall interell in che promiſes of life, 
or Soule-rauiſhing teuelations of 1 50 by the way, 
and before I paſſe out of this point, taße notice of the quali- 
fication and character of ok Woo tts, to whom his lo- 
ing rei 3 e by the precept of the holy 


uing reuerence is perfot able 6 
Ghoſt, They are ſuch as are deſcribed hy Paul in the fore- 
cited places, here he inioynes ſuch ſpeciall loue, reuerence 
and honourable reſpect vnto the Minilters, Hela web in re. 
putation, faith he, Phil.. 29. he meanes ſuch as Epaphrads- 
tus was, And he honoùrs him in that Chapter wit many 
worthy Epithets of Miniſteriall excellencies, anda teſtimo- 
nie of much gracious worth: 1. that he was a Brother in the 
Lord, that is, a true Chriſtian, and ſanctified man. 2. His com- 
panion in labour, a laborious Workeman in the Lords Har- 
ueſt. 3. His fellow ſouldier ; couragious and reſolute a- 
zainſt the aduerſaries of Gods truth, and all vngodly oppo- 
bad vette 4. That he longed after,and loued his Rock 
with a meltiog compaſſionate tender heartedneſle,verſe 26, 
That the wotke of Chriſt was more deare ynto him then 
is temporall life. Th the 1.Theſ. 5.23. the Miniſterial! 
worke is the loadeſtone, mentioned by the Apoſtle, which 
ſhould dra ſuch a deale of reverence & honorable regard 
from the hearts of our heaters: Eſfeeme th Ypern bighly in 
Toxe faith 5 their works ſab: And v. I 2h. beleect es the 
Tteffaloniaris to tal ſpecial acknowledgemZrofthole that 
laboured among them, and admoniſhr them. Working 
Miniſters then in ſome meaſurerhusqualified,are only the 
proper and naturall obieR of ręuerent loue, & high eſteeme, 
frõ truly iudicious and Chriſti affectiohs. Bleſſe Pau con- 
D war e 
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Wellcefüſe that PgeltaChick refirfeth knowledge. 


2. Nolde and vnteaching Minifters, who feede themifefues 
e cloath e fleece but 


fa Pr Heir Bhs lere jd rhicit' poche kiten ie he 
R, w 12 5 che Kune 610 tons ard Vi85d, 
„ Not kifull iniffers, ho weill needs teach and bau- 
net; bat at fo ſarre from gdeviding the word of God ght; 
chat they backe and angle” it in à foule and fearefull may- 
ver, in a ee Wifullit, 15 in handling or ea, 
ring wh reof,cuory 5 60 ſhottttremble with a ſe⸗ 
etet ſenſe; and roms t AA talnelle cr dreadful and glo- 
rious Maĩeſty yhoſe meſſage it is. 4. No corrupt teachers, 
veho mingle with the ſincere milke'of the word,Popiſhpoy- 
fon, poſitjotis vf carnall libertie, and the diſtempered Di- 
hd; ofchelr atlg:y paſſions, 110 dreiucſices. 5, No 
DaRVtrs withivnrempered marter, or pillow-ſowers yndex 
tens elbbwes, who walke politikely, fearefully and reſer- 
nedly in, theit Miniſtrie, 6. No Sonns of Beliall, yitious 
and, good flow miniſters, 25. they, call them, who arc 
a kind of very vile, and contemp ible creatures ; the hate- 
fulkeſt Obic a to an tone? eie o any that walk vpon earth, 
A diſſolute Preacher is the Diuell, as they ſay, in bis tif. 
calibus, a deren mes more. pernicious and hurtful, then 
an hundred private. men, though eie the 
higheſt degree, For 36 ecxpcſlepcy of that Calling is inca- 
parable & tranſcendentzſo by iu pro ortion and congtui- 
tie of conſequence, degeneratious in that kind are molt ex- 
ecrable and peſtilent. Vnſauoutie Salt is good for nothing, 
no, not for che Dupghil}, To conclude the point God 
charge in bis word to haue it ſo, is anogher e and pe- 


culiar motiue to a good man to reyerence heartily and hold 


in honourable; reputation an holie Mmiſier and Man of 
God, | 1 


4. The apprehenh ons and conceits, which ordinarily a- 
riſe in a Chläcdians heart at the preſence of a godly, and 
grace- 
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＋ man, are very different & contrarle. Gods child can 
r 
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out thoughts of averſion & abhorreney, becauſe he knowes 
him to be an enemie vnto God, and a traytor to the erowne 
and dignity of that mighty Lord his great Maſter in heauen: 
(though he can heartily (for ſo he onght) pray, long and la- 
bour fot (if God fo pleaſe) his conuerſion and conformitie, 
to the communion of Saints and edurſes of graces.) But the 
very face and preſenee of an holy man is wont to produce in 
fanctifie dq hearts impreſſions of another nature, euen of aſſe- 
Rionatenefle, honout and loue:becauſe heis one, that ſtands 
on the Lords ſide, and ſor the cauſe of Chriſt. And i ought 
ſo to bed : fot the bleſſed Spirit hath markt him fot a man 
that ſhall neuer periſh: In whoſe eyet a vile perſan is contem- 
ned; but he honoureth them that feare the Lord. Pſalm.1 5. 4. 
If then to the particular ſelfe-ſauing graces of an humble 
and honeſt heart, there bee yet further an addition of more 
generall miniſteriallendow ments ſanctified for the ſaluati- 
on of many, and to the perſon of a priuate Chriſtian, an emi- 
nent publike repreſentation of God himſelfe: I meane, if 
there be in ſome bleſſed One a gracious and happy concur- 
rence ofa good man, and godly Minifter ; what à deale of 
deateſt reucrence and eſpe tis loue is it able by a facred 
and ſecret attractiue power to draw and diſtill from the 
ſweete and melting ſpirits of thoſe truly noble Ones, 
who know the waies of God, aud loue his Maieſtie? Hence 
ie was, that {#rnelixs vpon the very firſt hght of Peter, con- 
ſideting that he was a qualified perſon, ſent and ſubſtituted 
by he Lord for the further and fuller vnfolding vnto him 
the ſecrets of ſaluation, and Myſteries of heauen, vas ſud- 
denly ſtrucken with ſuch an extraordinary rautſhing exceſſe 
of nps and loue, that he fell downe at his feete with 
tender of farre more then ordinatie reuerence, and euen 


ſome kind of adoration; ſo that Peter was glad to raiſe and Act. ra. 6. 


reprooue him for his tranſgreſſion, and immoderation in 
that kind. This enforced euen a King, though otherwiſe not 
ſo good, yet in a caſe of feare and danger,with a mourtiefull 

Fig. heart 


dly look vpon a Son of Beliaf with patience;8 not with 2 King. 3 


Ons OO — — 


» Kings 13. 14. 


Gal. 4.14.15. 


206 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe, 

heart to powre out theſe compaſſionate teares ypon the face 

of the dying Prophet: O 7 father, my father, the chariot of 
the 


Iſrael, and the horſemen of the ſame. Hence it was, that the 
hearts of the Galathians hauing taſted of the hidden Manna 
of che myſterie of grace, which that great Doctour ofthe 
Gentiles and Ambaſſador of Chriſt had powerfully, and 


plentifully diſcouered,and deuided way A them, were ca- 


ried towards Paul with that paſſionate ruency of Spirir, 
and excellency of vnexpreſlable loue, that if it had been poſſi- 
bie, they would haue plucked out their owne cies, and haue gi- 
wen them vnto him, Nay they receiued him as an Angell o 
God, yea as Chriſt Ieſus. Thus, though carnall men ſce and 
diſcerne no ſuch extraordinaric matter and myſterie in holy 
Miniſters ; yet the my cies, and inflamed affections 
of humble Chriflians looke vpon and reuerence their per- 
ſons, as men vpon whom the Lord hath impreſſed and ſtam- 
ped ſomeremarkable characters of diuinitie, and as it were 
{ome ſparkles and 16 of Maieſtie,that ſo with greater 
power and authority they may worth to the ſonnes of men 
the Secrets of heauen, and with more vnreſiſtableneſſe and 
glorie execute that higheſt office of the Lords Embaſſadors. 
A zealous then, and ſerious cogitation, that a conſcionable 
Miniſterie is Gods ſanctified ordinance for ſauing of ſoules; 
and that godly Miniſters are the onely men 2 out and 
maintaind by the ſupreame hand of diuine prouidence for 
the managing of ſuch heauenly buſineſſe, is a very powerfull 
and pregnant motiue to plant, and preſerue in the hearts of 
good men, thoughts of ſpeciall teuerence, and ſingular va- 
ſuation that way, for the due honouring of that holy inſtitu- 
tion, and ſuch publike Agents of the moſt a and im- 
portant affaires of God Almightie. 

5. Many moe are the To and peculiar motiues, 
which adde ſtrength, life and heartinefle to that reſpectiue- 
neſſe and reverence which a good man beares to godly Mi- 
niſters, whereof the ſtare of vnregeneration takes no taſte or 
notice; becauſe it is ſtarke blind in the ſecrets and ſacred 
myſteries of grace, and naturally vncapable, and vncompre- 
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henſiue of the wiſdome and waies of God, in guiding a bleſ- 
ſed ſoule to it endleſſe reſt. They are ſuch as theſe : 1. By 
their one experimentall skill, and out of the Principles of 
practicall diuinity, they are able to ſpeake in ſome meaſure 
ſeaſonably, and comfortably to his heart perplexed and vext 
with croſſes and hinderances in his way to heauen, as with 
ſpiritual deſertions, vncouth importunate temptations, hor- 
rour for ſome relapſe, want of preſent feeling Gods fauour; 
with doubts about the ſoundnes of his ſpitituall Rate, blaſ- 
phemous inieQions of Satan, vnchearefulneſſe at godly ex- 
erciſes, dulneſſe in prayer, fearefulneſſe ofatrembling, and 
tender conſcience, and other ſuch diſtreſſſul agonies and ac- 
cidents, often and ordinarily incident to ſanctified ſoules; 
with which vngegenerate men are vnexerciſde, and vnholy 
Miniſters vnacquainted. Helpe and comfort in which caſes 
doth infinitely indeare the panting and perplexed ſoule, to 
that One of a thouſand, vvhich happily hath refreſhing balme lob 33. 23. 
in a readineſſe for ſuch ſpirituall bruſes, and can ſeaſonabl 
vpon ſuch occaſions declare vnto man his — 
2. By the powerfull and 1 executions of their Mi- 
nifteriall authoritie and charge, they mightily contradict 
and oppoſe al oppoſitions to grace; the prophaneneſſe, igno- 
rance and popiſhnes of that people, and place where they 
are imploid ; doe their vtmoſt to batter,and beate downe 
the diuels kingdome about his eares, and to put ſcoffing I/- 
maels, and Satans (waggering reuellers out of heart and hu- 
mour: which doth paſſingly pleaſe that humble ſoule, which 
is truly vexed with the domineering impieties, and wilfull 
damnations of thoſe ſinfull wretches amongſt whom hee 
liues. 3. By the bleſſings of God vpon their painefull la- 
bours in the Miniſtety, they many times happily encreaſe the 
number, inflame the zeale, animate the reſolutions, and in- 
ſpire continually with freſh heart and liſe, the communion 
of godly Chriſtians about them: whereby the glory of God, 
good cauſes, the beſt men, and godly exerciſes, are kept on 
foote and flouriſh, Which glorious viſible effects of their 
conſcience and faithfulneſſe, doe create and inkindle in the 
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ſauctified affectiõs of a true harted Mathanee li, a great deale 
and incomparably more loue, rejoycing and ſound content- 
ment, then the deareſt earthly delight, or greateſt worldly 
comfort cã poſſibly. Eſpecially,fith where vnpreaching and 
vnfaichful Miniſters are, he ſees and obſerues al holy ſeruices 
ordinarily to tun into ruine and diſgrace;and in ſtead there- 
oferected, and in rage, boch an accurſed dominion of igno- 
trance and prophanes, and a concurrent perſecution of ſince- 
ritic and grace. 4. Nay, I am perſw aded, were there no other 
motiue at all, this yery one conceite and conſideration that 
the want and withdrawing of his prayers, affectionate- 
nes and reſpect, may be a meanes to weakenand leſſen vnto 
him the power and profitablenes of his Miniſtery, would be 
ſufficient and ſtrong inough,to make a good man reucrence 
and loue a godly miniſter withall his heart. Where by the 
way tale notice;that a mans praycrfulreuerece or prophane 
negleR of Gods ineſlengers, may iuftly towards li , either 
enlarge or ſtraiten their gifrs,vrrerance,and other Miniſteri- 
all bleſſings for his greater profir, or more diſcomfort. 

Now in the laſt place: conſider a contrary conſtancy, and 
rather confirmation of reverence in a'Chriſtian heart to 
Gods ſaichtulleſt meſſengets in thoſe caſes, wherein Itold 
you before the former teſpect of the formall hypocrite is or- 
dinarily diſlodged and turned into heart tiſing. 

Firit, for the point of preſſing the Law, and preaching 
iudgemeut. 

1. Gods child feeling himſelſe euerlaſtingly acquit, freed, 
aud protected by the blood and mediation ot the Lambe 
from the terrour of Gods 'Tribunall, and from the curfe and 
poiſon of all the iudgements in his Booke;can heare and di- 
geſt from a Son of thunder the moli terrible denunciations 
of damnationand death againſt impiety and impenitency, 

with a pleaſed and joyfull patience, with an humble and 
holy triumph, His cogitations and fore-thoughts of his 
diflolution, lying in the graue, curſes of the law, Gods 
1udgoment-ſeate;that laſt and dreadfull day; of hell, damna- 
tion, and thoſe endleſſe flames are not iningled with ſuch 
ſeruile 
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ſervile apprebenſions ofſlauiſh horror as are wont tok 
ſenſuall men and Sonnes of pleaſure in a perpetvall wofullHeb.z.r5, 
ſlauery, and to plunge them into many fits of impatiency for - 
being ſo tormented before their time. 

2. The diſcouerie and denunciation of Gods wrath and 
iuſt indignation againſt ſinne, is woont to beget in ſanihed 
harts an increaſe both of humbleneſſe, bruiſedneſſe, broken- 
heartedneſſe, ſpringing from a conſideration of the curſed- 
neſſe of their naturall tate, and damnableneſſe of their daies 
of vanitie: and alſo of thankefulneſſe arifing out of a ſenſe 
of their glorious deliuerance, and enlargement from the an- 

er of God, and all choſe curſed conſequents and conſuſions 
which naturally grow thence, The former whereof makes 
way for a great deale of inward peace, ſpiritual ioy,more fa- 
miliarity with God, further teuelation of heauenly ſecrets, 
and a comfortable growth, & kindly enioiment of al graces, 
&c. For the lowlieſtmind is euer 0 gheſt in Cods Books. 
The humbleſt hart hath euer the greateſſ ſhare, & taſtes the 
moſt ſweetnes in the comforts of podlines, and the fauor of 
God. The ether doth powerfully draw onthe continuance 
and addition of Gods bleſſings in greatabundance & varie- 
tie, For areuerent acknowledgement,and hearty thankful- 
neſſe for grace receiued,as with nobly minded men, ſo infi- 
nitely more with the moſt mercifull God, is a tight power- 
full meanes and ſtrong motiue to keepe him gracious ill, 
and both to enlarge and ſweeten the comfortable current of 
his compaſſions and bounty towards vs. Conſciouſnes and 
ſenſe of which worthy effects, no maruell, though it make 
the ſharpeſt edge of the ſword of the Spirit, ſeaſonably ap- 
plide, welcome to a well ſpiritually-rempered ſoule. 
3. It is the propertie of true - hearted profeſſort not to 
live and lie in any knowne ſinne, With purpoſe, pleaſure and 
perſeuerance, but ypon the diſcouerie of euery corruption 
or vnlawfull courſe, to be glad and readie to be rid by the 
blood of Chriſt and mortifying grace out of Satans inui- 
ſible tyrannie, euen in that particular alſo : and alſo to carry 
in theit hearts an babirual ſerled _ cheerfull reſolution 
3g to 
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to pleaſe God in all things. And therefore ifany more ſcar» 
ching Sermon, or piercing point diſcloſe ynto them ſome 
new depth or ſnare of Satan, vn- noted frailtie,vnacknow-= 
ledged corruption, — paſſion, or crooked by- 
path;the omifſion of ſome durie,or ſome intermiſſion of the 
exerciſe of grace, whereof they did not formerly take no- 
tice, or haue been ſo ſenſible; they are ſo farre from retur- 
ning ſecret malice, or open miſchieſe for ſo holy a meſ- 
ſage, that they depart home more ioyfully and contented- 
ly ; bleſſing that happie hand which came ſo home vnto- 
their hearts, and heartily praiſing God for that man of God, 
by whoſc Miniſterie he hath enlarged their knowledge to 
the vnderſtanding of ſome new needful dutie, or illightened 
their conſciences to the diſcouerie of ſome lurking cloſe in- 
firmitie; by performing the one, or mortiſying . > other, 
they may happily hope & expect for afterwards,to purchaſe 
more comfort totheir hearts, more peace to their conſcien- 
ces, more boldnes in their waies, more cheerefulnes in the 
exercilcs of religion, more familiaritic with God, and en- 
cteaſement of graces. For the more exact and vniuerſall we 
arc in the chal of mortification, and waies of new obe- 
dience;the more fully and feelingly ſhall wee taſte and par- 
take of the pleaſures of grace, comforts of godlineſſe, and 
necrer acquaintance with the Lordof heauen. 

4. Chriſtians deſire to preſerue their ſoules in purity and 
peace;and therefore are well pleaſed to hauethecleere Cry- 
ſal ofthe Morall law the ofcner preſented to the eye of their 
vnderſtandings, by the powerfull hand of a conſcionable 
Teacher; that Tae ſcouerie and repreſentation, the 
rr! labour to haue their ſpots, pollucions, and Girttdall 
deformities, waſhed away by the ſole Soule-ſauing blood 
of Chriſt, and teates of vnfained.repentance: and ſomake 
them appeare both more amiable and louely to the merci- 
full eye of God, and more peaceſull and comfortable to the 
ſight and cenſure of their owne conſciences. 

f Seaſonable.and ſerious ponderations ypon the purity 
and exacines of Gods conumandements put into them by: 
© preaching 
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preaching the Law, and application of the ſtreight line of 
Gods righteous iudgements, to the irregularities of their 
crooked liues,are very powerfull meanes to caſt Chriſtians 
with lowlieſt proſtration of heart euen into the duſt, and 
holy deteſtation of themſelues, which is their higheſt hap- 
. vpon earth; for it drawes the glorious Maieſtie of 

cauen with a neerer and more contented reſidence into 
their humbled ſoules, and makes them partakers of that 
thrice precious promiſe: Eſal. 37. 15. Thus ſaith he that i; 
high and excellent he that inhabiteth eternitie, whoſe name is 
the Holy One: I dwell in the high and holy place: with him al- 
fo that is of a contrite and humble 2 to rexixe the ſpirit of 
= humble, and to giue life to them that are of a contrite 
Heart. 

6. Gods children are not wont to beare with, or allow 
themſelues in the breach ofany commandement : and ther- 
fore come vnto the miniſtrie of the word, with C vrnelius re- Ads ic. 33. 
ſolution, readie to liſten with reuerence and contentment, 
and to ſabmit with ſinceritie and truth vnto all things com- 
manded them from Cod by his Meſſenger. They are willing 
to haue the whole will and counſell of God reuealed vnto 
them, whether it appeare in the reuelation of his iuſt wrath 
againſt ſinne, whereby they may bee kept in awe and ten- 
dernes of conſcience, in an holy feare and obedience vnto 
him: or in the comfortable diſpenſation of grace and par- 
don to true Penitents, and the humble - hearted, whereby 
they poſſeſſe their ſoules in peace and patience, in deſpite of 
the vtmoſt rage both of all earthly & infernal powers and 
Oppoſitions. They are as well content to haue their hearts 
ſometimes ſoundly and ſearchingly ript vp, and anatomi- 
zed by the Sword of the Spirit; as to haue ther conſciences 
refreſhed with the blood of the Lambe, oriently ſtreamin 
thorow the promiſes of ſaluation and life. But it is not 5 
with the wicked : their heartleſſe affections towards the 
preaching and practiſing ofthe Word, are ſtil! mingled with 
ſecretexceprions againſt ſome points, and ſenſuall reſerua- 
tions of ſome ſinfull haunts, There is euer one commande- 
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ment or other, which they would not willingly hate ex- 
pounded,or be vrged withtherightcous iudgements there - 
of. There is ſome ſinne or other againſt which they would 
gladly finde no curſe in the booke of God, no triall at his 
Tribunall,no flames in that fietie Lake. They are paſſingly 
pleaſed with diſcourſes of mercies, pardons, and compaſ- 
ſions, though they haue no part in them, and ſtill crie out 
for the Cordials of the Goſpell, but they will not poſſibly 
endure the Corraſiues of the Law firſt to conſume and more 
tific their corrupt fleſh, or ſuffer with patience the ſeueritie 
of iudgements, and diuine vengeance for ſinne to be char- 
ged vpon their guiltie conſciences. And no marucile,for in- 
deede by a ſectet conſciouſnes they finde themſelues liable 
to all thoſe fearefull horrors, Herod was conformable in 
many things, and well 2 content to heare John Bap- 
tiſt in other points: but when he laid the edge of the ſeuenth 
Commandement to bis falſc and luſiſull heart, u cut his very 
gall, which ſhould haue cured his guiltines. And becauſe that 
holy man laboured ſo faithfully with the ſword of the Spirit, 
to cut aſunder that cartrope of iniquitie, which as yet kept 
him faſt bound vndery bondage of Hell, he cut off his head. 
Had Paul addreſt and applied himſelf tothe humour of Fe- 
lix and Dru/illa, and as they expected, entertained the time, 
and pleaſed their eares with a generall plauſible diſcourſe, 
and the pleaſing newes of the Paſſions andrich purchaſes of 
Chriſt, by his late vnualuable bloodſhed; they had heard 
him no doubt with great delight and — and been 
extraordinarily rauiſht with the powerfull ſweetnes of his 
ſacred eloquence. But when that carnall couple ofprophane 
great Ones perceiued once that that good man went ſo pre- 
ciſely to work, and with ſuch ſtrange vnexpected reſolution 
ſtroke preſently home into the very heart of their darling 
pleaſures, by oppoſing purpoſely & particularly, a pearcing 
terrifying Sermon ef N re the indg- 
went to come, againſt their couetous, lulifull, and careleſſe 
humours,he was preſently ſilenced and ſent to priſon, 

Thus and for ſuch cauſes as theſe, preaching the Law, and 
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ſeaſonable preſſing of Gods plagues and iud $ againſt 
ſinne, is euer welcome to the —— and compoſed affeRibs 
of ſanctified men, and iacreaſeth in them, eſtimation, reue- 
rence and loue towards godly Miniſters for their reſolu- 
tion, faithfulnes, and ynreſcruednes in that regard: whereas 
ordinarily it begets in vnregenerate hearts much vnhallow- 
cd heate, rage and paſſionate diſtempers, which roo often 
breake out into thunder and lightning, ſtormes and tem- 
peſts againſt /ohn Baptiſt, CMicaiah, and thoſe other Ones 
of a thouſand of that noble and reſolute ranke, 

Secondly, in the other Caſe, wherein ordinarily the for- 
mall Hypocrites reuerence to reuerend Miniſters, is turned 
into heart- riſing; which is vpon the particular diſcouerie, 
and reſtleſſe purſuite of his boſome ſinne, by the light of the 
Word, and terrors of the Law, (as Itold you largely before) 
I fay in this Caſe, conceiue thus of the Chriſtian: 

The ſinne of his boſome, before he was conuerted, made 
the greateſt breach and deepeſt gaſh into his conſcience; in 
the trauell of his new birth, it coſt him the moſt teares, ſo- 
reſt pangs, and heauieſt groanes; ſince, it hath come vpon 
him,to — reat griefe of his heart, with the moſt powerfull 
aſſaults, — cunningeſt inſinuations for reentrie and repoſ- 
ſeſſion; and hee well knowes, that vpon relapſe into — 
old, or ſurpriſe with ſome new ſinne, it would returne into 
his — with apparitions of extraordinarie horror 
and ſtings of feare; and will, if the Lord in his laſt ſickneſſe, 
for triall, example, or ſome other ſecret end ſeene, and 
ſeeming good vnto his holy wiſedome, ſuffer him to poſ- 
ſeſſe the iniquities of his youth, ſtare his affrighted conſci- 
ence iu the face with moſt griefly formes and dreadfull re- 
preſentations of wrach: and therefore hee apprehends, and 
embraceth greedily and with comfort, any matter or medi- 
tation from the miniſteric of the Word, whick may any way 
helpe to terrifie, mortifie, and keepe vnder ſuch an accurſed 
enemie to his peace, and troubler of his ſpitituall ſtate, And 
beſides, he hauing by the mercies of God, mortifying grace, 
and power of Chriſts blood eſcaped the vengeanee, cruſhe 
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the head, and broke the heart of it; can heare it purſued and 
paied home wich denunciations of thoſe iuſt plagues and 
terrors, which are naturally proper thereunto, patiently, and 
pleaſedly; euen with an holy ſecuritie, and ſecret humble 
thankfull exultation : Whereas it is ordinarie with vnrege- 
nerate men, to be tranſported with extraordinaric —.— 
and impatiencie, eſpecially at the particular diſcouerie and 
damnation oftheir Darling delight. Herod gaue care with 
reaſonable moderation to other —— but when 
the Baptiſt cenſured with a ſacred ſeueritie his ſwee te ſinne 
of luſtfall pleaſures, hee grew ſo prodigiouſly mad, that hee 
choked his owne ſoule with the blood of that bleſſed 
man. 

Thirdly, concerning points and perſwaſions that preſſe 
moſt, and ſtirre vp principally to an holy preciſenes, excel- 
lencie of zeale, beſt improucment of their graces, &c: 

Gods children are {weetely and graciouſly couetous in 
ſuch caſes.The beſt me carrie in their harts the higheſt mea- 
ſure of an holy indignation againſt themſelues, and deepeſt 
deteſtation of their owne corruptions, imperfections, and 
aberrations from the will of God and way of life : and 
their ſanctified affections are moſt inflamed with vnwea- 
ried deſires, and reſtleſſe aſpirations after new increaſe- 
ment ſtill, and freſh additions of grace; after a Rronger 
faith, more zeale, greater comfort, ſincerer ſeruices, nearer 
fimiliaritie with God, &c. Hence it is, that the holieſt Chri- 
ſtians complaine moſt of their vnworthineſſe and ſpitituall 
inſufficiencies; of their dulneſſe in prayer, naughtineſſe of 
heart, ſcantneſſe of godly ſorrow, vnchearefulnefle at religi- 
ous exerciſes, vnprofitableneſſe by the Miniſtery, vnheauen- 
lines of cheir thoughts, failings in their obedience, and ſuch 
vexing infirmities euer ſooneſt diſcovered, and moſt bewai- 
led by the moſt ill; ;hrned, and tendereſt conſciences: and 
that alſo for the moſt part they neuer meete God in prtuate 
ypon their knees, but their hearts burne within them with 
vnutterable longings and pantingsat the leaft, for ſupplies 
and abilities, to do vnto their deare Redeemer the beſt & vt- 
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moſt ſeruice they can poſſibly ; that they may looke him in 
the face with more comfort, when they ſhall come to his 
Tribunall. The performances of Gods children by the grace 
of God are many, their endeauours moe, but their defires 
endleſſe, and neuer ſatisfied: with their meaſure of obedi- 
ence. Whereupon it followes,that vpon the opening of any 
freſh fountaine by a ſearching Miniſterie, of diuiner do- 
Qrines,exater points, and more holy preciſeneſſe for pra- 
Riſe of ſanctification, and further perfection in Chriſtiani- 
tie, their hearts are wont to be comfortably enlarged, and 
to drinke heartily. They are many times in their retired con- 
templations much grieued, and very angry with them- 
ſelues, that their mercifull God ſhould be ſo endleſly and 
immeaſurably kind, and compaſſionate vnto them, wormes 
and no men; and yet they ſo cold, cowardly and heaxtleſſe 
in thaukfull retributions of ſeruices and obediences to ſo 
glorious a Maieſtie: and therefore are well enough —— 
with the preſſing of quickning Scriptures; that therby they 
may get more ſpirituall life into their hearts, more heate in- 
to their zeale, comfort into their conſciences, and by the 
mercies of God, more maſſineſſe and glory vnto their 
Crownes of immortalitie. But luke- warme Profeſſors haue 
not ſo much as an heartie deſire to be more hot inreligion; 
and are often much vexed to heare it plainely prooued 
ynto their faces and falſe hearts, that without 
more forwardnefle and zeale, they ſhall 


neuer be ſaued, or ſee the face 
of God. 
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